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INIRODUCTION. 



Turn author has often been uked if there were any fimndation in real 
life, lor the delineation of the principal character in this book. He can 
give no clearer answer to the qoestion, than by laying before his readers 
a simple statenaent of the Acts connected with iti original poblication. 

Many years since, the writer of this Tolume was at the residence of 
an illustrioos man* who had been employed in varioos sit u ations of high 
trait daring the darkest days of the American reyolotion. The disoooise 
taraed upon the eflbcts which great political excitement produce on 
character, and the purifying consequences of a love of country, when 
that sentiment is powerfully and generally awakened in a people. Ho, 
wbo^ from his years, his serrices, and his knowledge of men, was best 
qualiAM to take the lead in such a conversation, was the principal 
speaker. After dwelling on the marked manner in which the great 
straggle of the nation, during the war of 1775, had given a new and 
honourable directkxi to the thoughti and practices of multitudes whose 
time had formerly been engroased by the nio«t Tulg&r concerns of life, 
he illustraled his opinions by reLw , a anecdote, the trath of which he 
eonld attest as a personal witnesa 

The ditpuio between England and the United Statee of America, 
though not strictly a fomily quarrel, had many of the features of a civil 
war. The people of the hater wera never properly and constitutionally 
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^▼i INTRODUCTION. 

-. aobjeet to the people of the fbnner, bat the inhabitants of both coun- 
tries owed lAlegtance to a common king. The Americans, as a nation* 
disavowed this allegiance, and the English choosing to support theit 
sovereign in the attempt to regain his power, most of the feelings of an 
internal struggle were involved in the conflict A large proportion of 

- the emigrants from Europe, then established in the colonies, took part 
with the crown ; and then were many districts in which their influence, 
united to that of the Americans who refused to lay aside their allegiance, 
gave a decided preponderance to the royal cause. America was then too 
young, and too much in need of every heart and hand, to regard these 
partial divisions, small as they were in actual amount, with indifierence. 
The evil was greatly increased by the activity of the EInglish in profiting 
by these internal dissensions ; and it became doubly serious when it was 
found that attempts were made to raise various corps of provincial troops, 
who were to be banded with those from Europe, to reduce the young 
republic to subjection. Congress named an especial and a secret com* 

A mittee, therefore, for the express purpose of defeating this object Of this 
oommittee Mr. , the narrator of the anecdote, was chairman. 

In the discharge of the novel duties which had now devolved on him« 
Mr. — had occasion to employ an agent whose services diflered bat 
<\' little from those of a common spy. This man, as will easily be liiider- 
Stood, belonged to a condition in life which rendered him the least 

I reluctant to appear in so equivocal a character. He was poor, ignorant, 
80 far as the usual instruction was concerned; but cool, shrewd, and 
. fearl ess jy jature. It was his office to learn in what part oflhe coontiy 
the agents of the crown were making their secret effi>rts to embody men, 

- to repair to the place, enlist, appear zealous in the cause he afl^ted 
to serve, and otherwise to get possession of as many of the secrets of the 
enemy as possible. The last he of course communicated to his employers, 
who took all the means in their power to counteract the plans of the 

^ English, and frequently with success. 

It will readily be conceived that a service like this was attended with 
great personal hazard. In addition to the danger of disooveiy, there was 
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ibe ditily risk of hJliag into the hands of the America^ themselves, who 
invariably visited sins of this nature more severely on the natives of the 
'coontiy than on the Europeans who fell into their hands. In &ct, the 
agent of Mr. — — - was several tiroes arrested by the local authorities; 
•and, in one instance, he was actually ooodemned by his exasperated 
oountrymen to the gallows. Speedy and private orders to his gader 
alone saved him from an ignominious death. He was permitted to 
escape; and this seeming, and indeed actual, peril was of great aid in ^ 
supporting his assumed character among the English. By the Americans, 
in his little sphere, he was denounced as a bold and inveterate Tory. In 
this msnner he continued to serve his country in secret during the early 
years of the struggle, hourly environed by danger, and the constant 
subject of nnmerited opprobrium. 

In the year —^ Mr. ^-^ was named to a high and honourable 
employment at a European court Before vacating his seat in Congresa^ 
he reported to that body an outline of the circumstances related, neces> 
sarily suppressing the name of his agent, and demanding an appropriation 
m behalf of a man who had been of so much use, at so great risk. A 
suitable sum was voted, and its delivery was confided to the chairman of 
the secret committee. 

'A 

Mr. — !— took the necessary means to summon his agent to a personal 
interview. They met in a wood, at midnight. Here Mr. -— oompli> 
mented his companion on his fidelity and adroitness; explained the 
necessity of their communications being closed; and finally tendered^ 
the money. The other drew back, and declined receiving it. **The 
country has need of all its means,** he said ; '*as for myself^ I can work, 
or gain a livelihood in various ways.** Persuasion was useless, for 
patriotism jnras. uppermost in the heart of this remarkable individual; and I 

Mr. departed, bearing with him the gold he had brought, and a deep j 

respect for the man who had so long hazarded his lif^ unrequited, for the ! 
cause they served in ci mmon. | 

Hie writer is under* an impressinn that, at a later day* the aguDt ef 
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- Mr. — ^ consented to receive a remonemtioR lor what he had done ; bat 
y/ it was not untif his countiyfwma entirely in a condition to bestow it 

It 18 scarcely' necessary to add, that an anecdote like this, simply but 
fi>rcibly told by one of its principal actors, made a deep impi^ion on aU 
who heard it Many years later, circumstances, which it is unnecessary ' 

* * to relate* and of an entirely adventitious nature, induced the writer to 
publish a novel, which proved to be, what he little foresaw at the time, 
the first of a tolerably long series. The same adventitious causes which 
gave birth to the book, determined its scene and its general character. 
The former was laid in a foreign country ; and the latter embraced a 
erode efibrt to describe foreign manners. When this tale was published, 

y It became matter of reproach among the author's friends, that he, an 
American in heart as in birth, should give to the world a work which 
aided periiaps, in some slight degree, to food the imaginations of the 
young and unpractised among his own countrymen, by pictures drawn 
from a state of society so di^rent from that to which he belonged. The 
writer, while he knew bow much of what he bad done was purely acoi* 
.^.dental, felt the reproach to be one that in a measure, was just As the 
only atonement in his power, he determined to inflict a second book, 
whose subject should admit of no cavil, not only on the world, but on 
himsel£ He chose patriotism for his theme ; and to those who read this 
introduction and the book itself^ it is scarcely necessary to add, that he 
took the hero of the anecdote just related as the best Olustration of his 
subject 

Since the original publication of ** The Spy,'* there iiave appeared 
several accounts of different persons who are supposed to have been in 

the author's mind while writing the book. As Mr. did not mention 

the name of his agent the writer never knew any more of his identity 
with this or tliat individual, than has been here explained. Both Wash- 
ington and Sir Henry Clinton had an unusual number of secret emis- 
^ sarics; in a war that partook so much of a domestic character, and 
in which the contending parties were people jof the same blood and 
hngnage, it conld scarcely be otherwise. 
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The myle of the book has beeo revised by the euthor in thk edition. 
In this reelect, he hss endeavoured to maJco it more worthy of the &vonr 
with which it has been received ; tboagfa he is compelled to admit there 
are fiuilts so interwoven with the structure of the tale thatt as in the gase 
of a decayed edifice, it would cost perhaps less to reconstruct than to 
repair. I^ve-and-twenty years have been as ages with most things con- 
nected with America. Among other advances, that of her literature has 
not been the leasL So little was expected from the publication of an 
original work of this description, at the time it was written, that the first 
volume of ** The Spy" was actually printed several months, before the 
author felt a sufficient inducement to write a line of the second. ^Tbe 
eflbrts expended on a hopeless task are rarely worthy of him who makes 
them, however low it may be necessary to rate the standard of his 
general merit. 

One other anecdote connected with the history of this book, may give 
the reader some idea of the hopes of an American author, in the fint 
quarter of the present century. As the second volume was slowly print* 
ing, finom manuscript that was barely dry when it went into the oomposi* 
tar*s handa, the publisher intimated that the work might grow to a length 
that would consume the profits. To set his mind at rest, the last 
chapter was actually written, printed and paged, several weeks before the 
ehaptera which precede it were even thought oC This ciroumstance, 
while it cannot excuse, may serve to explain the manner in which the 
actors are hurried off the scene. 

A great change has come over the oountiy, since this book was origi> 
naUy written. The nation is passing from the gristle into the bone, and 
the common mind is beginning to keep even pace with the growth of the 
body politic. The march fiom Vera Cruz to Mexico was made under the 
orders of that gallant soldier, who, a quarter of a century before, was 
mentioned with honour, in the last chapter of this very book. Glorkme 
as was that mareh, and brilliant as were it^resnlts in a military point of 
Tiew, a stride wss then made by the natkxi, in a moral sense, that has 
hastened it, by an age, m its progre ss toward real independence and high 
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politioal '" ^i t r^fif. The gviw thit filled the velley of die Asteei with 
theif thunder. U&ve been heeid in eehoei m tha other flids of the Atlentie. 

Dvooocmff eooeuT ooDe or eooreiteiMoo* * 

iThere m now no enemy to leer, bat the one that rendee within. Bf 
eceoitoming oundvce to regerd even the people •■ etring being% end hf 
ming the lertiainte thet wiidoai hee eddooed from experienee» there if 
much reeaon to hope thet the aaae Providence which hae eo well aided 
M m oor in&ncjTt mey eontinoe o amile oo oor manhood. 

. ^Swivsaatowir, March se* ISIf 
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And though amidst the calm of thooght entm, 
Some high and haoghtj fcaturca might betraj 

A Mol impetnoaa onoe— 'twas eartUj fire 
That fled compo«urc*8 intoUcctnal ray. 
As Etna's fires grow dim before the rising day. 

GerirmdM cf IFyssmy. 

It WW new the dose of the year 1780, that % solitary tfaTeller 
was seen ponoiiig hia way thron^^ one of the numeroaa little yal* 
IcjB of Weet-Chester.* The easteriy wind) with its chilling damp- 
nasi and increasing violence^ gave nnexring notice of the approach 
of a stonn, which as nsoal might be expected to oontinne for several 
days : and the experienced eye of the trayeller was tamed in vain, 
thioo^ the da^ness of the evening, in quest of some oonyenient 
shelter, in which| for the term of his confinement by the rain that 
already h^gan to mix with the atmosphere in a thick mist, he might 
obtain such accommodations as his pozposcs required. Nothing 
howerer oflhred bat the small and inconvenient tenements of the 
lower Older of the inhabitants, with whom, in that immediate neigh- 
bourhood, he did not think it cither safe or politic to trust himself. 

* As eaeh state of the Ameriean Union has its own ooonties, it often hap. 
fuam thai tbero an several which bear the same name. Hie seene of this 
lab is Ui New York, whose eoonty of WestjCheslw is Iho nearest 
Istee^jr. 
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12 THE spy. • 

, .Thti county of WeatCbee^, after tlie Biitbh had obtained poa« 
aoBBion of ih6 island of New.York,* became common ground, in 
which both parttes continued to act for the remainder of the war of ^ 
the revolution. A large proportion of its inhabitantS| either 
lostrained by their attachmentSi or influenced by. their fears, affected 
a neutrality they did n it £ el. The lower towns were, of course, 
more particularly under the dominion .of the crown, while the upper, 
finding a security fixun the vicinity of the continental troops, were 
bold in asserting their revolutionary opinions, and their right to -x 

govern themselves. Great numbers, however, wore masks, which 
even to this day have not been thrown aside; lynd many an indivi- 
dual has gone down to the tomb, stigmatised as a foe to the rights 
of his countrymen, while, in secret, he has been the useful agent 
of the leaders of the revolution ; and, on the 6ther hand, could the 
hidden repositories of divers flaming patriots have been opened to 
the light of day, royal protections woidd have been discovered con* 
coaled uiider piles of British gold. 

At the sound of the tread of the noble horse ridden by the tra- 
veller, the mistress of the &rm-house he was pasnng at the time 
might be seen cautiously opening the door of the building to 
examine the stranger; and perhaps, with an averted face, communi- 
cating the result of her observations to her husband, who, in the 
rear of the building, was prepared to seek, if necessary, his ordinary 
place of concealment in the adjacent woods. The valley was situ- 
ated about mid-way in the length of the coimty, and was sufficiently 

* The dty of NeW York ii ntoate on an island called Manhattan; but it 
IS, at one point, separated fttrn ths oounty of Wer iX?hester by a creek of only 
a few feet in width. The bridge at t^ is spot is called King's Bridge. It 
was the scene^ of many skinnishes during the war, and is alloded to in this 
tale. Eveiy Manhaitanese knows the di^ience between **ManhattaB 
Island** and ** the island of Manhattan.** The first is applied to a small dis 
trict in the vicinity of Corlear*s Hook, while the last embraces the whob 
island ; or the cihr and county of New York, as it is termed in the laws. 
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s 

nor to both anoies to make the lestitatkm of stolen goods no ou* 
oommoo oocanenoe ia that Tidiiity. It is troei the same artidea 
wore not alwajs legpioed; bat a sammary sobstitato was generally 
resorted to, in the absence of legal justice, which restored to the 
loser the amount of his loss, and fiequentlj with no inconsiderablo 
addition for the temporary use of his property. In shorty the law 
was momentarily extinct in that particular district^ and justice was^ 
administered subject to the bias of personal interests, and the pas* 
akms of tbe strongest ' . 

The passage of a stranger, with an appearance of somewhat 
doubtful character, and mounted on an animal which^ although 
unfurnished with any of the ordinaiy trappings of war, partook 
laigcly of the bold and upri^t carriage that distinguished his rider, 
gave rise to many surmises among the gazing inmateH of the different 
halntations; and in some instances, where conscience was more than 
ordinarily awake, to no little alarm. 

^Hred with the exercise of a day of unusual fiUague, s^id anxious 
to obtain a speedy shelter from the increasing yiolonce of the storm, 
that now began to change its character to large drops of driving 
rain, the traveller determined, as a matter of necessity, to make an 
i^iplication for admission to the next dwelling that offered. An 
opportunity was not long wanting; and, riding through a pair of 
n^lllected bars, he knocked loudly at the outer door of a building, 
of a veiy humUe exterior, without quitting his saddle. A female 
of middle age, with an outward bearing but little more prepossessing 
than that of her dwelling, appeared to answer the summons. The 
startled woman half closed her door agpin in afii^t, as she saw, by 
the f^aie of a large wood fire, a mounted man so unexpeetedly near 
its threshold; and an expression of tenur mingled with her natonl 
curiosity, as she required his pleasure. 

Althou^ the door was too nearijr dosed to admit of a minute 
scrutiny of the accommodations within, enough had been seen to 
eaoae the horseman to endeavour, once more, to penetrate the g^oora, 
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.with longing eyes, in search of a more promising roof^ before^ with 
an ill-oonoealed reluctance, he stated his necessities and wishes. Hit r 
request was listened to with evident unwillingness, and, while jel 
unfinished, it was eagerly interrupted by the reply^- ^ J 

'ti I can't say I like to give lod^g? to a stranger in these ticklish * 
tames,'' said the female in a pert sharp key; ^^I'm nothing but a for- 

* lorn lone body; or, what's the same thing, there's nobody but the ' 
old gentleman at home; but a half mile furth^ up the road is a 

.house where you can get entertainment^ and that for nothing. I am ' 
sure 'twill be much convenienter to them, and more agreeable to 
me; because, as I said before, Harvey is away — I wish he'd take 
advice, and leave off wandering; he's well to do in the world, by 
this time ; and iie ought to leave off his uncertain courses, and settle 
himself, handsomely, in life, like other men of his years and pro- 
perty. But Harvey Birch will have his own way, and die vagabond 
after all !" 

The horseman did not wait to hear more than the advice to pursue 
his course up the road; but he had slowly turned his horse towards 
the bars, and was gathering the folds of an ample cloak around his 
manly form, preparatoiy to facing the storm again, when something 
in the speech of the female suddenly aiiested the movement. 

^' Is thi£^ then, the dwelling of Harvey Biroh V he enquired, in 
an involuntary manner, apparently checking himself, as he was about 
to utter more. 

<< Why, one can hardly say it is his dwelling," replied the other, 
drawing a hurried breath, like one eager to answer ; '' he is never in 
it, or so seldom, that I hardly remember^his face, when he does 
think it worth his while to show it to his poor old fiither and me. 
But it matters little to me, I'm sure, if he ever comes back again, 
or not; — turn in the first gate on your left; — co, I care but little, 
for my part, whether ELarvey ever shows his face again or not — not 
I;" — and she closed the door abruptly on the horseman, who gladly ji 
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extended his xide a half mile furiheri to obtain lodgings which pro- 
nueed both mofo ^mfort and greater secnrity. 

Sufficient li^t jet remained to enable the traveUer to diatingniah 
the impioyementa* irhich had been made in the coltiTation, and in 
the general appearance of the groonds aronnd the bnilding to which 
he was now approaching. The hooae was of stone, long, low, and 
with a small wing at each extremity. A piazza, extending along 
the front, with neailj tamed inDaia of wood, together with the good 
order and preservation of the fences and oat-bnildings, gaye the 
place an air altogether snperior to the common ferm-hooaes of the 
euimtry. After leading his horse behind an angle of the wall, where 
ii was in some d^ree protected from the wind and rain, the traveller 
threw his vallise over his arm, and knocked londlj at the entrance 
of the building for admission. An aged black soon appeared; and 
withoat seeming to think it necessarj, under the drcomstances, to 
eoDsolt his soperiora — first taking one prying look at the applicant, 
by the light of the candle in his hand — he acceded to the reqnest 
lor accommodations. The traveller was shown into an extremely 
neat parioor, where a fire had been lifted to cheer the dnlness 
of an easterly storm, and an October evening. After giving the 
vaDise into the keeping of his civil attendant, and politely repeating 
his reqnest to the old gentleman, who arose to receive him, and 
paying his compliments to the three ladies who were seated at work 
with their needles, the stranger commenced laying aade some of the 
outer garments which he had worn in his ride. 

On taking an extra handkerchief fitmi his neck, and removing a 
doak of bhie doth, with a sortont of the same material, he exhibited 
to the semtiny of the observant famfly party, a tall and extremely 
graeefnl person, <yf apparently fifty years of age. — ^His coontenanoe 

• ImprofenMnti Is nsed by the Amerieuis to ezpmt troy defm of 
dunge in cooTerdng land from iti tUto of wilderneta to tlat of coltifatioa 
In this mffsning of the word, it is sn improvement to fell the troes ; and it 
b Tihied precisely by the sopposed amooiit of the cost 
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evihoed a aettlcd oomposure and diguity ; hiis noee was stnight^ and i 
approoching (o Grecian; hia.ejey of a grej cq^oory.was quie^ * 
thonghtfol, and lather melancholj; the mouth and lower pari of hu 
&oe being expreaslTe of decision and much character. His diesBi 
being suited to the rood, was simple and plain, but such as was worn 
by the higher class of his countiymen ; ho wore his own hair, dressed 
in a manner that gave a military air to his aj^iearance, and wHioh . 
was rather heightened by his erect and conspicuously graceful car* 
riage. His whole appearance was so impreasire and so doddedly 
that of a gentlemaUi that as he finished laying asde the garmentSy 
the ladies arose from their seats, and, together with the master of 
the house, they received anew, and returned the oomplimentaiy 
greetings which were again offered. 

The host was ^y several years the senior of the traTeller, and by 
his manner, dress, and every thing around him, showed he had seen 
much of life and the best society. The ladies were, a maiden of 
forty, and two^much younger, who did not seem, indeed, to have 
reached half those years. The bloom of the elder of these ladies 
had vanished, but her eyes and fine hair gave an extremely agreeable 
expression to her countenance; and there was a softness and an affib- 
bility in her deportment, that added a charm many more juvenile 
fittes do not possess. The sisters, for such the resemblance between 
the younger females denoted them to be, were in all the pride of 
youth, and the togas, so eminently the property of the West-Chester 
&ir, glowed on their cheeks, and lighted their deep blue eyes with 
that lustre whidi gives so much pleasure to the beholder, and which 
indicates so much internal innocence and peace. There was much 
of that feminine delicacy in the appearance of the three, which dis> 
anguishes the sex in this country; and, like the gentleman, their 
demeanour proved ihem to be women of the higher order of life. 

After handing a glass of excellent Madura to his guest, Mr. 
Wharton, for so was the owner of this retired estate »lled, resumed 
his seat by the fire, with another in his own hand. For a moment 
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be pnmd, as if debating with his poUtenes, bat ai length threw an 
enqniring g^oe on the strangeri as he enquired^ 

^ To whose health am I to haye the honoor of dxinkingr' 

The traveller had also teated himself, and he sai nnoonsdoosly, 
gaiing on the fire, while Hr. Wharton spoke; tmning his eyes 
slowlj on his host with a look of dose observationy he replied, while 
a fiunt tinge gathered oa his features^- 

"Mr. Harper." -^ 

^'Mr. Harper/' resumed the other, with the formal predaon of 
that day, '' I have the honoor to drink yoor health, and to hope yoa 
will sustain no injury firom the rain to which yoa have been 
exposed." 

Mr. Harper bowed in silence to the oompliment, and he soon 
resumed the meditations finom which he had been interrupted, and 
for which the long ride he had that day made, in the wind, mig^t 
seem a very natural apology. 

The young ladies had again taken their seats beside the work- 
stand, while their aunt, 3Iias Jeanette Peyton, withdrew, to super- 
intend the preparations necessary to vppeaae the hunger of thdr 
unexpected visiter. A short silence prevailed, during which Mr. 
Harper was iqiparently enjoying the change in his sitoatiott, when 
Mr. Wharton again broke it, by enquiring whether smoke was disa- 
greeable to his companion; to which, receiving an answer in the 
n^tiye, he immediately resumed the pipe which had been laid 
aside at the entrance of the traveller. 

There was an evident desire on the part of the host to enter into 
conversation, bat either tsov^ an apprehenffion of treading on dan- 
gerous ground, or an unwillingness to intrude upon the rather studied 
tadtumity of his gusst, he several times hesitated, before he could 
venture to make any further remark. At length, a movement firom 
Mr. Harper, as he nusQttiis eyes to the party in the room, 6noo» 
rsged him to proceed. 

^I 6nd it very difficult," said Mr. Wharton, cantioasly avoidhigi 
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at firsts saoh sabjeda as he wiahed to introduce, ** to procure that 
quality of tobacco for my evenings' amuaementy to which X have 
been aonistomed." • ^ ' 

''I ahonld think the shops in New York might famish the beat 
in the conntiy/' calmly rejoined the other. - ^ 

' ** Why — yea,'' retained the host, in rather a hesitating manner, 
lifting his eyes to the fiice of Harper, and lowering them qaiddy 
' nnder his steady look, ''there most be plenty in town; bat the wax 
has made commonication with the ci<y, however innocent, too dan* 
gereos to be risked for so trifling an article as tobacco/' 

The box from which Mr. Wharton had jast taken a sapply for 
his pipe was lying open, within a few inches of the elbow of Haxper, 
who took.a small quantity from its contents, and applied it to his 
tongue, in a manner perfectly natural, but one that filled his compa- 
nion with alarm. Without, however, observing that the quality 
was of the most approved kind, the traveller relieved his host by 
relapsing again into his meditations. Mr. Wharton now felt imwil- 
ling to lose the advantage he had gained, and, making an effi)rt of 
more than usual vigour, he continued — 

^ I wish, from the bottom of my heart, this unnatural struggle 
was over, that we might again meet our friends and relatives in 
peace and bve." 

''It is much to be desired,'' said Harper, emphatically, again 
raising his eyes to the countenance of his host 

" I hear of no movement of consequence, since the arrival of our 
new allies," said Mr. Wharton, shaking the ashes from his pipe, 
and turning his back to the other, under the pretence of receiving a 
cool from his youngest daughter. ' 

." None have yet reached the public, I believe." 

/' Is it thought any important steps are about to be taken ?" con- 
tinued Mr. Wharton, stiU occupied with ^9 daughter, yet uncon* 
fdously sispending his employment, in expectation of a reply. 
. " Is it intimated any are in agitation V 
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''Oh! notbing in partacnlar; but it is natural to expect aome 
new enterprise from sc^ powe'rfol a force as that under Bochambean.'' 

Haiper made an assentii^ inclination with his head, but no other 
reply, to this remark; while Mr. WhartoUi after lighting his pipe, 
resumed the subject 

''They appear more active in the south; Gates and Comwallis 
aeem willing to bring the war to an issue, there." 

The brow of Harper contracted, and a deeper shade of melan 
choly croflBed his features; his eye kindled with a transient beam 
of fire, that spoke a latent aouroe of deep feeling. The admiring 
gBie €i the younger of the sisters had barely time to read its expres- 
sion, before it passed away, leaving in its room the acquired compo- 
sure which marked the countodiiince of the stranger, and that Jm* 
pressiTe dignity wliich so conqncuously denotes the empire of 



The elder sister made one or two movements in her chair, before 
■he ventured to say, in a tone which partook in no small meanure 
of triumph^— 

" Oeneral Gates has been less fortunate with the Earl, than with 
Qenenl Burgoyne." 

" But Gkneral Ghites is an Englishman, Sarah," cried the younger 
lady, with quickness; then, colouring to the eyes at her own bold^ 
nesB, she employed herself in tumbling over the contents of her 
workAxtfket, silently hoping the remark would be unnoticed. 

The traveller had turned his fiice from one sister to the other, as 
they had spoken in succession, and an almost imperceptible move- 
ment of the muscles of his mouth betrayed a new emotion, as he 
playfuUy enquired of the younger— 

" May I ventore to ask, what inference you would draw from that 
fiwtr 

dances Uushed y^Qeeper at this direct appeal to her ojunions 
upon a subject on which she had incautiously spoken in the pre* 
sence of a stranger; but, finding an answer neoeasary, after some 



little bestation, and witb a good deal of stammering in her manner, 
alie replied — ^ • *« 

' '' Only — only — sir— my sister and myself sometimes differ in our 
opinions of £he prowess of the British." A smile of much meaning 
played on a fiioe of infiintile innocency^ as she conelnded. . -^ 
• <^0n what particalar points of their prowess do you diffisr^' oon* 
tmned Harper^ meeting her look of animation with a smOe of almost 
paternal softness. 

''Sarah thinks the British are never beaten, while I do not pat 
00 much faith in their inyindbility." 

The traveller listened to her with that pleased indulgence, with 
which virtuous age loves to contemplate the ardour of youthfdl in* 
nocencej but making no reply, he turned to the fire, and continued 
for some time gazing on its embers, in silence. 

Mr. Wharton had in vain endeavoured to pierce the disguise of 
his guest's political feelings; but, while there was nothing forbid- 
ding in his countenance, there was nothing communicative ; on the 
contrary, it was strikingly reserved; and the master of the house 
arose, in profound ignorance of what, in thoae days, was the most 
material point in the character of his guest, to lead the way into 
another room, and to the supper table. Sir. Harper offered his 
hand to Sarah Wharton, and they entered the room together ; ^hile 
Frances followed, greati^ at a loss to know, whether sh^ had not 
wounded the feelingiB of her other's inmate. 

The storm began to rage with great violence without; and the 
dashing rain on the sides of the building awakened that silent sense 
of enjoyment, which is ezdted by soch sounds in a room of quiet 
comfort and warmth, when a loud summons at the outer door again 
^ called the fidthful black to the portal. In a minute the servant 
returned, and informed his master that another traveller, overtaken 
by the storm, desired to be admitted to^ro house for a shelter 
through the night 

At the first sounds of the impatient summons of this new appU 
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•ut) Mr. Wharton had riaeii from his aeat in evident iineaaneflB; 
and, with ejea gliywng with qnidmeai from hia goest to the doer 
ef the room, he aeamed to be ezpeedng something to proceed from 
this aeoond intennptaooy connected with the stranger who had occa* 
aioned the fint He soaiedy had time to bid the bbiek, with a fiiinft 
Toiocy to show this second comer in, befiue the door was thrown 
hastilj open, and the strange himself entered the apartment He 
paused a moment, as the pemn of Haiper met his now, snd then, 
in n more formal manner, repeated the reqocst he hsd before made 
through the servant Hr. Wharton and his frmil j disliked the ap« 
pearance of this new visitor exoessivelj; but the indemenqj of the 
weather, and the uncertainty of the consequences, if he were refused 
the desired lodgings, compelled the old gentleman to ^ye a reluctant 
acquiescence. 

Some of the dishes wore replaced by the orders of Sliss Peyton, 
and the weather-beaten intruder was invited to partake of the re- 
mains of the repast, from which the party had just risen. Throwing 
aside a roug^ great-coat, he very compoeedly took the offered chair, 
and unceremoniously proceeded to allay the cravings of an appetite, 
which i4>pearcd by no means delicate. But at every mouthful ho 
would tnm an unquiet eye on Harper, who studied his appearance 
with a doaenesi of investigation, that was veiy embarrassing to its 
subject At length, pouring out a»glas8 of wine, the new comer 
nodded significantly to his examiner, previously to swallowing the 
liquor, and said, with something of bitterness in his manner^ 

M I drink to our better acquaintance, sir ; I believe this is the 
first time we have met, though your attention would seem to say 
otherwise." 

The quality of the wine seemed greatly to his fr^cy, for, on re* 
placing, the glass upon the table, he gave his lips a smack, thai 
reaoonded through the^xmm ; and, taking up the bottle, he held it 
between himself and the light, for a moment, in silent contemplation 
of ita dear and brilliant colour. 
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/'I think we have never met before^ mi/\ replied Harper, with a 
dight smile 6n his featores, as he observed the movements of the . 
other; but appearing satisfied with his scratinyy he toned to Sarah 
Wharton; who sat next him, and farelesslj remarked — 

- '' Too, doubtlessy find yoor present abode solitary^ after being 
aocostomed to the gayeties of the city.'' (J 

''*0h! excessively so/' said Sarah, hastily. ^I do wish,,with ^ 

my fiiUiher, that this cmel war was at an end, that we might return 
to oor friends once more." '^ 

''And yoo, Miss Frances^ do yon long as ardently for peace as -' 

your sisterf" 

'<<0n many accounts I cdiainly do/' returned the other, ven- } 

turing to steal a timid glance at her interrogator; and, meeting the 
same benevolent expression of feeling as before, she continued, as 
her own fiice lighted into one of its animated and bright smiles of 
intelligence, ''but not at the expense of the rights of my coun- 
trymen." 

"Rights!" repeated her sister, impatiently; "whose rights can 
be stronger than those of a sovereign; and what duty is clearer, 
than to obey those who have a natural right to command ?" 

"None, certainly," said Frances, laughiag with great pleasantry; 
and, taking the hand of her sister affectionately within both of her 
own, she added, with a smile directed towards Harper — 

" I gave you to understand, that my sister and myself diS(3red in 
our political opinions; but we have an impartial umpire in my 
fiifher, who loves his own countrymen, and he loves the British,— " 

so he takes sides with neither." 

"Yes," said Mr. Wharton, in a little alarm, eyeing first one 
guest, and then the other; "I have near friends in both armies, 
and I dread a victory by either, as a source of certain private mis* 
fortune." 

" I take it, you have little reason to apprehend much from the 
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FankeeSy in that way;" intennpted the gaest at the table^ oodly 
helping himself to another glass; firom the bottle he had admired. " 

« His Majesty may have more experienced ti%»p8 than the con- 
\ tinentals/' answered the host feazfolly, ^^ bat the Americans have 

met ivith distinguished saooess." 

Harper disregiirded the observatioiia of both; and, rising, he 
desired to be shown to his place of rest A small boy was directed 
to gaido him to his room } and wishing a conrteons good-ni^t to 
the whole party, the tiuveller withdrew. The knife and fork fell 
from the hands of the unwelcome intruder, as the door closed on 
the retiring figure of Harper; — he arose slowly from his seat;^ 
t listening attentirely, he approached the door of the room — opened 

it — seemed to attend to the retreating footsteps of the others- 
and, amidst die panic and astonishment of his companions, he closed 
it again. In an instant, the red wig which concealed his black 
locks, the large patch, which hid half his fiiee firom observation, the 
stoop, that had made him appear fifty years of age, disappeared. 

** 3Iy fiither ! — my dear fiither !" — cried the handsome young 
man; ''and you, my dearest sisters and aunt! — have I at last 
met you, again?" 

''Heaven bless you, my Henry, my son I" exclaimed the aston* 
iahed, but delighted parent; while his sisters sunk on his shoulders, 
dissolved in tears. 

The fiiitfaful old black, who had been reared firom infimcy in the 
house of his master, and who, as if in mookeiy of his degraded 
state, had been complimented with the name of Gsesar, was the 
only other witness of this unexpected discovery of the son of Mr. 
Wharton. After receiving the extended hand of his young master, 

faad imprinting on it a fervent kiss, Canar withdrew. The boy did 
not re-enter the room; and the black himself, after some time, 
returned, just as the young British captain was exclaiming ^- 
"But who is this Mr. Harper? — is he likely to betray me?** 
^No— no— -no— -Massa Eury," cried the negro, shaking his 
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grey head oonfidcoiilj; ^'I been to eee-rMasfla Harper on he 
knee— pny %o Qoi — no gemman who ptay to God; tell of good 
Bon, oome to see oldftder — Skinner do that — no Chnsdan !" 

This poor opinion of the Skinners was not confined to Mr. Ca»ar 4 

Thompson, as he called himself — but Gnsar Wharton^ as he was * i 

styled by the little world to which he was known. The con- ^ ^* 

venioncei and perhaps the neoessitiesi of the leaders of the American 
arms, in the neighbourhood of New York, had induced them to 
employ certain subordinate agentSy of extremely irregular habitSy in 
executing their lesser plans of annoying the enemy. It was not a 
moment for fiistidioiis inquiries into abuses of any description^ and 
oppression and injustice were the natural consequences of the pos- 
session of a militaiy power that was uncurbed by the restraints of 
diril authority. In time, a distinct order of the community was 
formed, whose sole occupation appears to have been that of relieving 
their fellow-citiiens from any little excess of temporal prosperity 
they might be thought to enjoy, under the pretence of patriotism, 
and the love of liberty. 

Occasionally, the idd of mUitaiy authority was not wanting, in 
enforeing these arbitrary distributions of worldly goods; and a 
petty holder of a commission in the state militia was to be seen giv- 
ing the sanction of something like legality to acts of the most unli- 
censed robbexy, and, not unfrequently, of bloodshed. 

On the part of ihe British, the stimulus of loyalty was by no 
means suffered to sleep, where so fruitful a field offered, on which it 
might be expended. But their freebooters were enrolled, and their 
efforts more systematised. Long experience had taught their leaden 
the e£5cacy of concentrated force ; and, unless tradition does great 
injustice to their exploits, the result did no little credit to their fore- 
sight The corps — we presume, from their known affection to that 
usefrd animal — had received the quaint appellation of ' Cow-Boys.' 

CsBsar was, however, far too loyal to associate men, who held the 
commission of George HE., with the irregular warriors, whose ex 
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be had to often witoeand, and from wlioae nftcatjf neither 
hie pufeily nor hia bondage bad aofind eren him to eacape nnin- 
joied. The Coif«Sojay therefore^ did not receive their pvoper pop* 
tion of the Uaek'a eenaore^ when he aaid^ no Gbxiatian, nothing bat 
n << Skinner/' eoold betej a piooa childi irh3e honooring hia fiiCher 
with a Tint ao foil of peril 
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CHAPTEB IL 

And WMaj a Inlcfon day ha lif'd to mo 
Unlirokeii, Init bj ona mttfertaiM dint 
. Whao &to had reft his nratnal heart— Vat ibo 

Waa gone— and Gartrala elimb'd a widow'd ftther'e kiiM» 

Otrtntdt €f WytmJH^ 

Thx fiither of Mr. Whortoa waa a nadTe of England, and of i 
£unilj whoee'parliaincntaiy interest had enabled them to provide foi 
a jonnger son in the colony of New-York. The young man, like 
hondreda of others in his dtnation, had settled permanently in the 
conntij. He married; and the sole issue of his connection hac 
been sent, early in life, to receive the benefits of the English schools 
After taking bis degrees at one of the universities of the mothei 
oonntrj, the youth had been sufleiud to acquire a knowledge of life 
with the advantages of European society. But the death of hi; 
(kther recalled him, after passing two years in this manner, to thi 
possession of an honourable name, and a very ample estate. 

It was much the fashion of that day, to place the youth of oertaii 
&milie8 in the army or navy of England, as the regular stepping 
stones to preferment Most of the higher offices in the colonies wer* 
filled by men who had made arms their profession ; and it was evei 
no uncommon sight to see a veteran warrior laying aside the sword 
to assume the ermine on the benches of the highest judicial an 
thority. 

In conformity with this system, the senior Mr. Wharton hac 
Dtended his son for a soldier; but a natural imbecility of charactei 
in hit ehfld interfered with his wishes. 
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A twclTemonth had been spent by tbe young man in weighing iho 
eampantiTO advantages of the diffisrent daaaes of troopsy when the 
death of his £ither occoned. . The ease of his ntuation, and the 
attentions Liyishcd upon a youth in the actual en toyment of one of 
the largest estates in . the colonies, interfered greatly with his ambi* 
tious projects. Love decided the matter; and Mr. Wharton, in 
becoming a hnsband| ceased to think of becommg a soldier. - For 
many yctirs he continued happy in his Sunily, and sufficiently re- 
spected by his countrymen, as a man of integrity and conaequeuud| 
when all his enjoyments vanished, as it were, at a blow. His only 
son, the youth introduced in the preceding chapter, had entered the 
army, and had arrived in his native country, but a short time before 
the commencement, of hostilities, with the reinforcements the min- 
istry had thought it prudent to throw into the disaffected parts of 
North America. His daughters were just growing into life, and 
their education required all the advantages the city could afford. 
His wife had been for some years in declining health, and had barely 
time to fold her son to her bosom, and rejoice in the re^mion of her 
fimiily, before the revolution burst forth, in a continned blase, from 
Georgia to Massachusetts. The shock was too much for the feeble 
condition of the mother, who saw her child called to the field to 
combat against the members of her own femily in the South, and 
she sunk under the blow. 

There was no part of the continent where the manners of Eng- 
land, and its aristocratical notions of blood and ^11W*i?*w^ prevailed 
with more force, than in a certain circle immediately around the me- 
tropolis of New York. The customs of the early Dutch inhabitantB 
had, indeed, blended in some measure with the En^^lish manners; 
but still the latter prevailed. This attachment to Great Britain iras 
increased by the frequent intermarriages of the officers of the mother* 
oonntiy with the wealthier and more powerful femilies of the vidnityi 
until, at the commencement of hostilities^ their united influence had 
voy nearly thrown the colony into the scale on the aide of the orown. 
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A few, however, oif the leading fiimilies espoosed the cause uf the 
people; and a sufficient stand was made against the efforts of the 
ministerial party, to organise, and, aided by the army of the con- 
federation, to maintain, an independent and republican form of gor* 
emmont. 

The city of New-York and the adjacent territory were alone ex- 
empted from the rule of the new commonwealth; while the royal 
authority extended no further than its dignity could be supported by 
the presence of an army. In this condition of things, the loyalists 
of influence adopted such measures as best accorded with their dif- 
ferent characters and situations. Many bore arms in support of the 
crown, and, by their braveiy and exertions, endeavoured to secure 
what they deemed to be the rights of their prince, and their own 
estates, from tho effects of the law of attainder. Others left the 
country; seeking in that pkce they emphatically called home, an 
asylum, as they fondly hoped, for a season only, against the confu- 
sion and dangers of war. A third, and a more wary portion, re- 
mained in the place of their nativity, with a prudent regard to their 
ample possessions, and, perhaps, influenced by their attachments to 
the scenes of their youth. Mr. Wharton was of this description. 
After making a provision against future contingencies, by secretly 
transmitting the whole of his money to the British funds, this gen- 
tleman determined to continue in the theatre of strife, and to main- 
tain so strict a neutrality, as to ensure the safety of his large estate, 
whicheyer party succeeded. He was apparently engrossed in the 
education of his daughters, when a relation, high in office in the new 
state, intimated, that a residence in what was now a British camp 
differed but little, in the eyes of his countrymen, from a residence in 
the British capital. Mr. Wharton soon saw this was an unpardon- 
able offence in the existing state of things, and he instantly deter- 
mined to remove the difficulty, by retiring to the country. He pos- 
sessed a residence in the county of West-Chester; and having been 
fer many years in the habit of withdrawing thither during the heati 
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of the sunmier mondifly it inis kept furnished, and ready for lus 
aooommodation. His eldest daughter was alreadj admitted into the 
society of women; but Frances^ the joonger, required a year or two 
more of the usual cultivation, to appear with proper edat : at least* 
■0 thought Miss Jeanette P^ton; and as this lady, a younger sister 
of their deceased mother, had left her paternal home, in the colony 
of Virginia, with the derotedneas and affisction peculiar to her sex, 
to superintend the welfiue of her orphan nieces, Mr. Wharton Mt 
that her. opinions were entitled to respect In confimnity to her 
advice, therefore, the feelings of the parent were made to yield to 
the welfiire of his children. 

3Ir. Wharton withdrew to the '' Locusts,'' with a heart rent with 
the pain of separating from all that was left him of a wife he had 
adored, but in obedience to a constitutional prudence that pleaded 
loudly in behalf of his worldly goods. His handsome town resi- 
dence was inhabited, in the mean while, by his dan^ters and their 
annt The regiment to which Captain Wharton belonged fonned 
part of the permanent ganison of the dty; and the knowledge of 
the presence of his son was no little relief to the fiUher, in his un« 
ceasing meditations on his absent daughters. But Ciqrtain Wharton 
was a young man and a soldier; his estimate of character was not 
always the wisest; and lus propensities led him to imagine that a 
red coat never concealed a dishonourable heart 

The house of Mr. Wharton became a fuhionable lounge to the 
officers of the royal army, as did that of eveiy other fionily that was 
thou^t worthy of their notice. The consequences of this associa- 
tion were, to some few of the visited, fbrtonate; to more, injurious, 
by exciting expectations which were never to be realised, and, 
nnlu^^y, to no small number ruinous. The known wealth of ' .le 
lather, and, possibly, the presence of a hi^-spirited brother, foib^ de 
any i^iprehensbn of the latter danger to the young ladies : bat it 
was impossible that aU the admiration bestowed on the fine figure 
and lovely fiioe of Sarah Wharton should be thrown away. Her 
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peraon was foimed with the early matnritj of the cliinati.y and a 
strict cultivation of the graoes had made her, decidedly, the belle 
of the city. No one promised to dispute with her this female 
'Bovereignty, nnless it might be her yoonger sister. FranoeSy how- 
ever, wanted some months to the charmed age of sixteen; and the 
idea of <x>mpetition was fiir from the minds of either of the affec- 
tionate ^Is. Indeed, next to the conversation of Colonel WeUmere, 
the greatest pleasure of Sarah was in contemplating the budding 
beanties of the little Hebe, who played around her with all the 
innocency of youth, with all the enthusiasm of her ardent temper, 
and with no little of the archness of her native humour. Whether 
or not it was owing to the fact that Frances received none of the 
compliments which fell to the lot of her elder sister, in the often 
repeated discussions on the merits of the war, between the military 
beaus who frequented the house, it is certain their effects on the 
sisters were exactly opposite. It was much the fashion then for the 
British officers to speak slightingly of their enemies; and Sarah 
took all the idle vapouring of her danglers to be truths. The first 
political opinions which reached the ears of Frances were coupled 
with sneers on the conduct of her countrymen. At first she 
believed them; but there was occasionally a general, who was 
obliged to do justice to his enemy in order to obtain justice for 
himself; and Frances became somewhat skeptical on the subject 
of the inefficiency of her countrymen. Colonel Wellmere was 
among those who delighted most in expending his wit on the unfor- 
tunate Americans; and, in time, Frances began to listen to his 
eloquence with great suspicion, and sometimes with resentment 

It was on a hot snltiy day, that the three were in the parlour of 
Hr. Wharton's house, the Colonel and Sarah seated on a sofii, 
engaged in a combat of the eyes, aided by the usual flow of small 
talk, and Frances was occupied at her tambouring frame, in 
sa opposite comer of the room, when the gentleman suddenly 
exolaimi 
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« 

'<Iiuir gay tfaa airml of the army under (Senenl Buigoyiie will 
Bake the city, Mi« Whartoar 

''Oh! how pleasant it must be/' aaid the thooghtleaa Sarah, in 
jeply; ''I am told there aze many charming women with that 
aimy; aa you aay, it will make na all life and gayety/' 

Fianoea shook back the abundance of her golden hair, and raised 
her eyes, dancing with the ardour of national feeling; then langh« 
in^ with a concealed hnmonr, she aaked— 

''la it 80 certain, that General Boigoyne will be permitted to 
reach the dty?" 

"Pennittedr echoed the Colonel: ^'who ia there to prevent it, 
my pretty Miaa Fanny?" 

Frances was precisely at that age, when yonng people are most 
jealous of their station in society; neither quite a woman, nor yet 
% child. The '' pretty Miss Funny" was too fiuniliar to be relished, 
and she dropped her eyes on her work agun, with cheeka that 
l^bwed like crimson. 

"General Stark took the Germans into custody," she answered, 
compressmg her lip; — "may not General Gates think the British 
too dangerous to go at large f" 

" Oh I they were Germans, as you say," cried the Colonel, ezces- 
sitely Tezed at the necessity of explaining at all ; " mere mercenary 
troops; but when the really British regiments come in question, you 
will see a very different result" 

" Of that there is no doubt," cried Sarah, without in the least 
partaking of the resentment of the Colonel to her abler, but hailing 
already in her heart, the triumph of the British. 

"Pray, Colonel Wellmere," said Frances, recoTering her good 
humour, and raising her joyous eyes once more to the laoe of the 
gentleman, "was the Lord Percy of Lexington, a kinwnan of him 
who fou^t at Cherjr Chase ?" 

" Why, Mtas Fanny, you are becoming a rebel," said the Colonel, 
cndeavooringtolaughaway the anger he felt; "what you are pleased 
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to iBsmittfte WM ft diaae at Lenngtoii, inia noll^ 
ciooa retrcit jj*— kind of—" 

tf|liwiiiwig iii^i/* intemqttod tbe good-hmnoored pA^ hying 
gnftt firnphtiBit on tho fint word* 

^Ponttfelj, jonng lady — ^' Colonel WeUmere was intempted hj 
ft langh from ft penon who liad hitherto been minotioed. 

There waa ft amaU fiunil j i^iartmenty adjoining the room occupied 
hj the trio^ and the air had blown open the dod^ commnnicating 
between* the two. A fine joong man waa now aeen ntting near the 
emnuwe, who, bj hia amiling coontenaneey waa eridently a plaaaed 
liatener to the eonTeraatiao. He roae inatantlj, and coming throogh 
the door, with hia hat in hia handy i^^peared a tall gnoefbl jooth, 
of darit eomplenon, and aparkling eyea of blaek, from whidi the 
north had not yet entiieljTaniahed,.aa he made his bow to the ladies. 

^ Mr. P on woo d ie I" cried Sarah, in soipriae; *^ I waa ignorant of 
joor being in the house; yon will find k cooler aeat in this room.'' 

''I thank yon,'' replied the yoong man, ''but I mnst go and seek 
yoor brother, who placed me there in amboscade, as he called it^ 
with ftpromiae of returning an hoor ago." Without making any frir- 
ther explanation, the yoath bowed politely to the yoong women| 
diatantly and with haatenr to the gentleman, and withdrew. Rancea 
fidlowed him into the hall, and bloshing riehly, enqnired, in a hnr- 
riedToioe— 

^Bot why — why do yon leftre ns, Mr. Donwoodief — ^Heniy most 
soon l e imu. 

The gentleman canj^t one of her handa in his own, and the stem 
ezprassion of his ooontenanoe gare place to a look of admiration, as 
he replied — 

** Ton managed him ikmonsly, my dear little kinswoman; nerei 
-no never, forget the land of yoor birth; remember, if yon are the 
grand-daughter of an Knglishman^ yon are, also, the grand^langhter 
of ft Peyton." 

«OhP' returned the hnghinggirl, << it would be diffieolt to ftrgst 
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diftty witli the constant leotazes on genealogy be&ra n% with trhkh 
we an &Toaxed bj aunt Jeanette— but whj do 70a goT' 

<<I am on tho wing for Yirginiay and have mnch to do.'' H« 
praaaed htr hand aa he spoke, and looking back, while in the aet of 
dosing the dooTi exrla i mf td i ** Be troe toyonr coon li j ' b e Americ a n/ ' 
The ardent gbl kissed her hand to him as he xetired| and then in- 
stantly applying it with its beantiful fellow to her boming eheekS| 
nn into her own iqwrtment to hide her oonfnsion. 

Between the open saroasm of Frances, and the illnxnioealed dis* 
doiu of the yoong man. Colonel Wellmere had felt himself placed 
in an awkwaxd predicament; hot ashamed to resent sooh trifles in 
the presence of his mistress, he satisfied himself with obserfing, 
snpeicilionsly, as Dnnwoodie left the room — 

** Quite ft liberty for a yoath in his ntofttion; & shop-boy with n 
bundle, I &ncy." 

The idea of picturing the graceful Peyton Dnnwoodie as a aho^ 
boy oottld never enter the mind of Sarah, and she looked aronnd her 
in surprise, when the Colonel continued— 

« This Mr Dun— Dun— " 

<' Dunwoodie ! Oh no— he is a relation of my annt," cried the 
young lady, ''and an intimate friend of my brother; they were at 
school together, and only separated in England, when one went into 
the army, and the other to a French military academy/' 

« His money appears to haye been thrown away," oboerred the 
Colonel, betraying the spleen he was unsuccessfully striving to 



<< We ou^t to hope so," sdded Saiah, with a smile; ''for it is 
said he intends joining the rebel srmy. He was brought in here, 
in ft French shipy and has just been exchanged; you nmy soon meet 
him inarms." 

" Well, let him — ^I wish Washington plenty of such heroes;" snd 
he tuned to ft more pleasant subject, by <^K««ytig q^^ disoouise te 
themselves 

2« 
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A few weeks after this scene oocnrred, the arm j of Burgoyne laid 
down Mv arms.' Mr. Wharton^ begmning to think the result of 
the contest doabtfiil^ resolved to condlxate his coantrymen, and grai 
tify himself, by calling his danghters into his own abode. Misf 
Peyton consented to be their companion ; and from that tame, until 
the period at which we commenced our narrative, they had formed 
one fiimily. 

Whenever the main army made any movements, Captain Wharton 
had, of course, accompanied it; and once or twice, under the pro- 
tection' of strong partie^ acting in the neighbourhood of the Locusts, 
he had enjoyed rapid and stolen interviews with his friends. A 
twelvemonth had, however, passed without his seeing them; and the 
impatient Henry had adopted the disguise we have mentioned, and 
unfortunately arrived on the very evening that an unknown and 
rather suspicious guest was an inmate of the house, which seldom 
contained any other than its regular inhabitants. 

'^ But, do you think he suspects me V asked the captain, with 
anxiety, after pausing to listen to Csssar's opinion of the Skinners. 

<< How should he ?" cried Sarah, <^ when your sisters and &ther 
could not penetrate your disguise.'' 

^^ There ia something mysterious in his manner; his looks are 
too prying for an indifferent observer," continued young Wharton 
thoughtfully, '^ and his fiice seems familiar to me. The recent fate 
of Andrd has created mnch irritation on both sides. Sir Henry 
threatens retaliation for his death ; and Washington is as firm as if 
half the world were at his command. The rebels would think me a 
fit subject for their plans just now, should I be so unlucky as to fiiU 
into their hands.'' 

<<But, my son," cried his &ther, in great alarm, ''you are not a 
spy; you are not within the rebel — that is, the American lines;— 
there is nothing here to spy." 

''That might be disputed," rejoined the young man, musing: 
<^ their pickets were as low as the White Plaios when I passed 
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thioa^ in duginBe. I( is true mj pur poses an innooent; bat how 
11 it to ^petr? Mj Tisit to joa would seem a doak to other d^ 
■JgDS^ Bemember, air, the traatment joa recehrad not a jear ainoey 
tor aending me a aappl j of fruit for the winter/' 

** That prooeeded from the mi a r ep re ae ntationa of m j kind neigh- 
boon,'' aaid 3Ir. Wharton, ''who hoped, by getting my eatate oon* 
fiaeatedy to purchaae good fimna, at low prioea. Peyton Dunwoodie, 
howerer, aoon obtained our diaehaige; we were detained but a 
month.'' 

*^Vfel" repeated the aon, m amanment; ''did they take my 
aiatenii alaof— Fanny, yon wrote me nothing of thia." 

"I belie?e," aaid Franoea, eolooring hig^y, "I mentioned the 
Und treatment we reoeiTed from your old friend, Major Dunwoodie ; 
and that he procured my iather^a release." 

"Tmej-^but were you with him in the rebel camp f" 

"Ye8,"sBid the fiUher, kindly; "Fanny would not auflEarmeto 
go alone. Jeanette and Saiah took charge of the LocoatB| and thia 
little ffA waa my companion, in ci^ytiYity." 

"And Fanny returned from auch a aoene a greater rebel than 
erer," cried Sarah, indignantly; "one would think the hardahipa 
her fiither auibred would hare coxed her of auch whima.'/ 

" What aay you to the ohaige, my pretty aiaterf" cried the Cap* 
tain gaily;— "did Peyton atrive to make yon hate your king, moie 
than he doea himaelf ?" 

" Peyton Dunwoodie hatea no one," aaid IVancea, quickly; then, 
Uuahing at her own ardour, ahe added immediately, "he loTea you, 
Henxy, I know; fiir he haa told me ao agun and again." 

Yonng Wharton tapped hia aiater on the cheek, with a amfle, aa 
he aaked her, in an afbcted whisper— "Did he tell yoo alao that he 
lofed my little aiater Fannyr 

"Ncoaenae," aaid Fianoea; and the rsmnaote of the s ap pe M aMt 
soon diaiqppeared under her auperintendenefc 
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*Tins wim Uw 6eldt wers iwept of Atttiim&*t ttkt% 
And frowUiif windi Um ftdin^ ibliafe tore, 
BehtikHbe LowmoB hill, the short-lifcd ligfati 
Pwfwnrtim riowl/, iMher'd in the nifht; 
When noiD the nouy town, wi'h iiiownihl lookf 
Hie looel J we j the meefre pe Uer took* 

WibM. 

A noRX bdow Um higManda of the Hadaon, if h be introdnced 
with an eesteriy wind, seldom lasts lem thaa two days. Acoordinglj, 
as the inmates of the Locoils asscarhled, on the foUowin^ morning, 
anmnd their early breakfiut^ the dimng rain was seen to strike in 
nearly horisontal lines against the wrndows of the hoildbgy and for* 
bade the idea of exposing either man or beast to the tempest Har- 
per was the Isst to appear: after taking a view of the state of the 
weather, he ^wlogised to 3Ir. Wharton for the necessity that existed 
fbr hia treqiassmg on his goodness fer n longer tinfe. To appear- 
ances, the reply was as courteous as the exevne; yet Harper wore a 
resignation in his deportment that waa widely diftrent from the 
uneasy manner of the &ther. Henry Whartoa had resumed his 
disguise with a reluctance amounting to disgust, but in obedience to 
the commands of his parent No communicatinrs passed between 
him and the stranger, afWr the first salatatton^ cf the morning had 
been paid by Harper to him, in common with t2ko mt of the fimily. 
Frances had, indeed^ thought there was something like a smile pass- 
ing OTer the features of the traveller, when, on eutarv^g the* room, 
he first confironted her brother; but it wa^i confined to the AyiSb 
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seeming to want power to affect the muscles of the &ce, and was 
soon lost in the settled and beneyolent expression which reigned in 
his ooontenancei with a sway hut seldom interrapted. The ejes of 
the affectionate sisj^ were turned in anxiety, for a moment, on her 
brother, and glancing again on their nnknown goes^ met his look, 
as he offered her, with mariced attention, one of the little civilities 
of the table; and the heart of the girl, which had began tq throb 
with Yiolenoe, regained a pnlaation as tempered as yonth, health, 
and buoyant spirits could allow. While yet seated at the table, 
CsDsar entered, and, laying a small parcel in silence by the side of 
his master, modestly retired behind his chur, where, placing one 
hand on its back, he continued in an attitude half ikmiliar, half re* 
spectful, a listener. 

^Wliat is this, Csasar?" enquired IVIr. Wharton, taming the 
bundle over to examine its envelope, and eyeing it rather suspi* 
dously. 

^ The 'baccy, dr ; Harvey Birch, he got home, and he bring you 
a little good 'baccy from York." 

^Harvey Birch!" rejoined the master with great deliberation, 
stealing a look at his guest. ^'I do not remember desiring him to 
purchase any tobacco for me; but as he has brought it^ he must be 
paid for hia trouble." 

For an instant only, as the negro spoke, did Harper suspend his 
vlent meal; his eye moved slowly from the servant to the master, 
and again all remaiaed in its impenetrable reserve. 

To Sarah Wharton, this intelligence gave unexpected pleasore; 
xiang from her seat, with impatience, she bade the black show Birch 
into the apartment; when, suddenly recollecting herself, she turned 
to the traveller with an apologismg look, and added, ^* if Mr. Harper 
will excuse the presence of a pedler." 

The indulgent benevolence expressed in the countenance of the 
stranger, as he bowed a silent acquiescence, spoke more eloquently 
than the nicest framed period, and the young lady repeated her 



38 THE SPY. 

ordeTi tfiih a oonfidenoe in ifa trath that remoyed all emlMunaaii 
ment ' 

In the deep l eeeaees of the irindoirs of the cottage were seats of 
panelled work; and the rich damask curtains, that had ornamented 
the parlour in Qaeen Street,* had been transferred to the Locusts, 
and gave to the room that iddcscribable air of comfort, which so 
gratefollj annoonces the approach of a domestic winter. Into one 
of these recesses Captain Wharton now threw himself drawing the 
curtain before him in snch a manner as to conceal most of his peiaon 
firam observation ; while his yoonger sister, losing her natural firank- 
neas of manner, in an air of artificial constraint, silently took pos- 
session of the other. 

Harvey Birch had been a pedler from his yonth ; at least so he 
frequently asserted, and his skill in the occupation went far to prove 
the truth of the declaration. He was a native of one of the eastern 
colonies; and, from something of superior intelligence which be- 
longed to his £ither, it was thought they had known better fortunes 
in the land of their nativity. £[arvey possessed, however, the com- 
mon manners of the countiy, and was in no way distinguished from 
men of his dass, but by his acuteness, and the mystery which enve- 
loped his movements. Ten years before, they had arrived together 
in the vale, and, purchasing the humble dwelling at which Harper 
had made his unsuooessfrd application, continued ever since peacefrd 
inhabitants, but little noticed and but little known. Until age and 
infirmities had prevented, the father devoted himself to the cultiva- 
tion of the small spot of ground belonging to his purchase, while the 
son pursued with avidity his humble barter. Their orderly quietude 

• 

. * The Americaxis changed the names of many towns and streets at the 
lerohition, as has sinoe been done in France. Thosi in the city of New Toric, 
Crown Street has become Liberty Street; King Street, Pine Street; and Queen 
Street, then one of the most fashionable quarters of the town, Pearl Streets 
Pearl Street b now chiefij occupied by the auction dealers, and the whoksals 
Is morchants, ibr ware-houses and counting-rooma 
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liad von giTen them so much oonnderadon in the ncighboarhoodi • 
aa to induce a maiden of five-ond-thir^ to forget the punctilio of her 
aex, and to accept the oflke of presiding over their domestic com« ^ 
forts. The roses had hmg hefore Tanished from the cheeks of Katy 
Hajnes, and she had seen in saocessiony hoth her male and female 
acquaintances fonning the union so dcsinble to her sex, Trith but 
little or no hope left for henelf| when, with yiews of her own^ she 
entered the fomilj of the Birches. Necessity is a hard master, and, 
for the want of a better companion, the fother and son were induced 
to accept her services; but still Eaty was not wanting in some qua* 
lities, which made her a yerj tolerable housekeeper. On the one 
hand, she was neat, industrious, honest, and a good manager. On 
the other, she was talkative, selfish, superstitious, and inquiatiye. 
By dint of using the latter quality with consummate industijr, she • 
had not lived in the fomily five years when she triumphantly de- 
clared, that she had heard, or rather overheard, sufficient to enable 
her to say what had been the former fote of her associates. Could 
Katy have possessed enough of divination to pronounce upon their 
future lot, her task would have been accomplished. From the pri- 
vate co n versations of the parent and child, she learnt that a fire had 
reduced them firom competence to poverty, and at the same time 
diminished the number of their fimiily to two. There was a tremu- 
lousness in the voice of- the fiuher, as he touched lightiy on the 
event, which aflfected even the heart of Katy; but no barrier is suffi- 
cient to repel vulgtf curiosity. She persevered, until a very direct 
intimation firom Harvey, by threatening to supply her place with a 
fiemale a few years younger than herself, gave her awful warning 
that there were bounds beyond which she was not to pass. From 
that period the curiosity of the housekeeper had been held in such 
salutary restraint, that, although no opportunity of listening was ever 
neglected, she had been able to add but litUe to her stock of know- 
ledge. There was, however, one piece of intelligence, and that of no 
little interest to herself, which she had succeeded in obtaining ; and 
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from the moment of its aoqoisitionj she directed her energies to the 
accomplishment ot one object^ aided by the double stimmos of love 
and avarice. 

Harvej was in the frequent habit of paying mysteriooa ymtB, in 
the depth of the night, to the fire-place of the apartment^ that serred 
for both kitchen and parlour. Here he was observed by Kafy; and, 
availing herself of his absence, and the occupations of ihe'fiither, by 
removing^ne of the hearth-stonesi she discovered an iron pot^ glit- 
tering with a metal that seldom fiuls to soften the hardest heart 
Katy succeeded in replacing the stone without disoovery, and never 
^ dared to trust herself with another visit. From that moment^ how« 
ever, the heart of the virgin lost its obduracy; and nothing inter- 
posed between Harvey and his happinesS| but his own want of ob- 
servation. 

The war did not interfere with the traffic of the pedler, who seized 
on the golden opportonity, which the interruption of the regular 
trade affoFded, and appeared absorbed in the one grand object of 
amassing money. For a year or two, his employment was uninter- 
rupted, and his success proportionate ; but, at length, dark and threat- 
ening hiats began to throw sospicion around his movements, and the 
dvii authority thought it incumbent on them to esjunine narrowly 
into his mode of life. His imprisonments, though frequent, were 
not long; and his escapes from the guardians of the law easy, com- 
pared to what he endured from the persecution of the military. Still 
Birch survived, and still he continued his trade, though compelled 
to be very guarded in his movements, especially whenever he ap- 
proached the northern boundaries of the county; or, in other words, 
the neighbourhood of the American lines. His visits to the Locusts 
had become less frequent, and his appearance at his own abode so 
seldom, as to draw forth from the disappointed Katy, in the fulness 
of her heart, the complaint we have related, in her reply to Harper. 
Nothing, however, seemed to interfere with the pursuits of this indo* 
fiitigable trader; who, with a view to dispose of certain articles foi 
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I ^ wLkh ht oonld only find poRshikaen in the tbtj wealthiest fiimiliee 

of the connfyy had now hnved the fniy of the tempest^ end Tentorod 
to cron the half mile between his own residenoe and the house of 
3Ir. Wharton* 

In a &w minntes after reoeiTing the commands of his joong mis- 
treasy Caaar re-appeared, nahering into the apartment the sobject of 
^^the foregoing digression. In person, the podler was a man above 
the middle hei^t^ QM^i ^^ f^ <^ bone and mosde. At first 
«^ty his strength seemed nneqoal to manage the unwieldy burden 
of his pock; yet he threw it on and off with great dexterity, and 
with as muoh apparent ease as if it had been filled with feathers. 
His eyes were grey, sunken, restless, and, for the flitting momenta 
that they dwelt on the oountenancee of those with whom he con- 
rerscd, they seemed to read the very soul. Thoy possessed, how* 
erer, two distinct expressions, which, in a great measure, character* 
ised the whole man. When engaged in tra£Bc, the intclligcnco of 
his Cms appeared lively, aotiTo, and flexible, though uncommonly 
acute; if the oouTenation turned on the ordinary transactions of 
Kfe, his air became ahetncted and restless ; but if, by chance, the 
refblutioQ and the country were the topic, his whole system seemed 
altered ^-all his fiieulties were concentrated : he would listen for a 
great length of time, without speaking, and then would break silence 
by some light and jocular remark, that was too much at Tariance 
with his former manner, not to be afifectation. But of the war, and 
of his father, he seldom spoke, and always firom some yery obvious 

To a superficial observer, avarice would seem his ruling passion^ 
and, all things considered, he was as unfit a subject for the plans of 
Katy Haynes as can be readily imagined. On entering the room, 
the pedler relieved himself from his burden, which, as it stood on 
the floor, reached nearly to his shoulders, and saluted the family with 
modest civility. To Harper ho made a silent bow, without lifting 
Us eyes from the csrpet : but the curtain prevented any notice cf 
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the presence of Captain Wharton. Sarah gaye bat little time fot ^ 

the nsoal aalutationsj before she commenced her soryej of the con- 
tents of the pack; and^ for several minntes, the two were engaged 
in bringing to light the Tarious articles it contained. The tables, 
chainu and floor, were soon covered with silks, enpes, gloves, mas- 
lins, and all the stock of an itinerant trader. CsBsar was employed 
to hold open the month of the pack, as its hoards were discharged, 
and occasionallj he aided his young lady, by directing her admiration 
to some article of finery, which, from its deeper contrast in colours, 
he thought more worthy of her notice. At length, Sarah, having 
selected several articles, and satisfactorily ananged the prices, ob» 
served in a cheerful voice — 

• ''But, Harvey, you have told us no news. Has Lord Comwallis 
beaten the rebels again ?" 

The question could not have been heard; for the pedler, burying 
his body in the pack, brought forth a quantity of laoe of exquisite 
fineness, and, holding it up to view, he required the admiration of 
the young lady. Miss Peyton dropped the cup she was engaged 
in washing, from her hand; and Frances exhibited the whole of 
that lovely face, which had hitherto only suffered one of its joyous 
eyes to be seen, beaming with a colour that shamed the damask 
which enviously concealed her figure. 

The aunt quitted her employment; and Birch soon disposed of a 
large portion of this valuable article. The praises of the ladies had 
drawn the whole person of the younger sister into view; and Frances 
was slowly rising from the window, as Sarah repeated her question, 
with an exultation in her voice, that proceeded more from pleasure 
in her purchase, than her political feelings. The younger sister re- 
sumed her seat, apparently examining the state of the douds, while * 
the pedler, finding a reply was expected, answered slowly — ' "" 

'' There is some talk, below, about Tarleton having defeated Gen- 
eral Sumpter, on the Tiger river." 

Captain Wharton now involuntarily thrust his head between thr 
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opening of tho eaitains into the room ; and Frances tarning her ear 
in breathless aQence, noticed the quiet eyes of Harper looking at the 
pedler, over the book he was a&cting to iead| with an expression 
that denoted him to be a listener of no ordinary interest 

'^ Indeed r cried the exalting Sarah; ''Snmpter — Snmptcr— - 
idio is he? I'll not bny CTen a pin, until you tell me all the 
newsi" she continued, langhing^ and throwing down a musUn she 
had been examining. 

For a moment the pedler hesitated : his eye gbnced towards Ebr- 
per, who was yet gazing at him with settled meaning, and the whole 
manner of Birch was altered. Approaching the fire, he took from 
his mouth a large allowance of the Virginian weed, and depositing 
it, with the superabundance of its juices, without mercy to Miss 
Peyton's shining andirons, he returned to his goods. 

« Ho lives somewhere among the niggars to the south," answered 
the pedler, abruptly. 

''No more niggar than be yourself, Mister Birch," interrupted 
Caesar tartly, dropping, at the same time, the covering of the goods 
in high displeasure. 

« Hush, Csasar — hush — never mind it now," said Sarah Wharton 
soothingly, impatient to hear further. ^ 

**A black man so good as white, Miss Sally," continued tho of« 
fisnded negro, '' so long as he behave heaelf." 

<< And frequently he is much better," rejoined his mistress : '' but^ 
Harvey, who is this Mr. Sumpter V 

A sli^t indication of humour showed itself on the fiice of the 
pedler — but it disappeared, and he continued as if the discourse had 
met with no interruption from the sensitiveness of the domestic. 

^Ab I was saying, he Ims among the coloured people in the 
ioath"— Caesar resumed his oocupadon — ''and he has lately had a 
skrimnuge wi4h this Colonel llpleton — " 

"Who defeated him of course," cried Sarah, with confidence. 

''Bo say the troops at McinsBiiia^'' 
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''Bat what do you say 7'' Mr. Wharton yentnred to enquire, jet 
■peaking inra low tone. 

''I repeat but what I hear/' said Birch| offering a piece of doth 
to the inspection of Sarah, who rejected it in silence, OTidentij do- 
tennined to hear more before abe made another purchase. 

''They say, however, at the Plains,'^ the pedler continued, first 
throwing his eyes again round the room, and letting them rest for 
an instant on Harper, '' that Sumpter and one or two more were all 
that were hurt^ and that the rig'hin were all cut to pieces, for the 
militia were fixed snugly in a log bam.'' 

''Not yeiy probable," said Sarah, contemptuously, "though I 
make no donbt the rebels got behind the logs." 

"I think," said the pedler, coolly, again o&ing the silk, "it's 
quite ingenious to get a log between one and a gun, instead of get- 
ting between a gun and a log." 

The eyes of Harper dropped quietly on the pages of the Tolume 
in his hand, while Frances, rising, came forward with a smile in her 
fiace, as she enquired, in a tone of aflGstbility that the pedier had never 
before witnessed from the younger sister— 

" Have yon more of the laoe, Mr. Birch 7" 

The desired article was immediately produced, and Frances 
became a purchaser also. By her order a glass of liquor was offered 
to the trader, who took it with thanks, and, having paid his 
compliments to the master of the house and the ladies, drank the 
beverage. 

"So, it is thought that Colonel Tarleton has worsted General 
Sumpter 7" said Mr. Wharton, affecting to be employed in mending 
the cup that was broken by the eagerness of his sister-in-law. 

" I believe they think so at Morrisania," said Birch, dryly. 

"Have you any other news, &iend7" sailed Captain Wharton, 
Venturing to thrust his &ce without the curtains again. 

"Have yon heard that Major Andr^ has been hanged 7" 

Captain Wharton started, and for a moment ghnces of great 
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agnificanoe wero ezbhaoged between him and the tnd&r, when he 
ohaeiTed, with affected indifoence, ''that mnet haive been aome 
weeks ago/' 

^DotB hia ezeeation make much ndsef aaked the fiUher, 
•triring to make the broken china unite. 

« People will talk, yon know, 'Squire." 

^li there any probability of morementa beloW| my friend, that 
will make travelling dangenmaf" aaked Haiper, looking steadily at 
the other, in expectation of his reply. 

Some bunches of ribands fell from the hands of Birch; his coun* 
tenanoe changed instantly, loamg its keen expression in intent 
meaning, as he answered slowly-* '^ It is some time smce the rig'Iar 
caralfy were out, and I saw some of Do Lancey's men cleaning 
their anns, as I passed their quarters; it would be no wonder 
if they took the scent soon, for the Yiiginia horae are low in 
the county. 

** Are they in much force V asked Mr. Wharton, suspending all 
employment in anxiety. 

«I did not count them." 

Frances was the only observer of the change in the manner 
of Birch, and, on turning to Harper, he had resumed his book in 
silence. She took some of the ribands in her hand — laid them 
down again — and, bending over the goods, so that her hair, fulling 
in rich curls, shaded her fiouse, she observed, blushing with a colour 
that suffused her neck — 

^I thought the southern horse had marched towards the Dela- 
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passed 



had now selected a piece of calico, in which the gandy 
eolours of yellow and red were contrasted on a white ground, and, 
after •^w>''<«g it for several minutes, he laid it down with a sigh, as 
•• exclaimed, ** Beny pretty calico." 
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*^Thikij" Olid Sarah; ^'jes, that would make a proper gown for 
your wife, Canar.'' 

''Yes, l^Iiss Sally,'' cried the delighted black, ''it make old 
Dinah heart leap for joy— so berry genteeL" 

"Yes," added the pedler, quaintly, "that is only wanting to 
make Dinah look like a rainbow/' 

Ctesar eyed his young misttess eagerly, until die enqnired of 
Harvey the price of the article. 

" Why, much as I light of chaps," said the pedler. 

'' How much ?" demanded Sarah in sorprise. 

"According to my luck in finding purchasers; for my fiiend 
Dinah, you may have it at four shillings." 
. " It is. too much;" said Sarah, turning to some goods for herself. 

"Monstrous price for coarse calico, Blister Birch," grumbled 
Caesar, dropping the opening of the pack again. 

"We will say three, then," added the pedler, "if you like that 
better." 

. << Be sure he like 'em better," said Gsssar, smiling good-humom> 
cdly, and re-opening the pack ~> " Mib»4 Sally like a free shilling 
when she give, and a four shilling when she take." 

The bargain was immediately concluded ; but in measuring, the 
cloth wanted a little of the well-known ten yards required by the 
dimensions of Dinah. By dint of a strong arm, however, it grew to 
the desired length, under the experienced eye of the pedler, who 
conscientiously added a riband of corresponding brilliancy with the 
calico; and CsBsar hastily withdrew, to communicate the joyful 
intelligence to his aged partner. 

During the movements created by the conclusion of the purchase, 
Captain Wharton had ventured to draw aside the curtain, so as to 
admit a view of his person, and he now enquired of the pedler, who 
had begun to collect the scattered goods, at what time he had left 
thedly. 

"At early twilight," was the answer. 



t 
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''So lately rerieddModiAr in surprise; and then eoneetiiig Ua 
manneri bj aaaoming a more gnaided air, he oontmned^^'CooU 
^oa paea the pidnta al so kfee an hoarr* 

^ I did/' was the huxmio reply. 

*^ Yon most be well known b j this time, Harve j, to the oflkers 
of the British annj/' cried Sanh, smiling knowingly on the pedlor. 

^I know some of them by sight,'' said Birch, ghmcing hia eyea 
loond the apartment^ taking in their ooune Captain Wharton, and 
resting for an instant on the ooontenanee of Harper. 

Hr. Wharton had listened intently to each speaker, in auooeasioni 
and had so hr lost the affectation of indiflforenco, aa to be cmahing 
m his hand the pieces of china on which he had expended so mnch 
labour in endearooring to mend it ; when, observing the pedlcr ^ring 
the last knot in his pack, he asked abruptly — 

''Are we about to be disturbed again with the enemy f 

** Who do you call the enemy ?" said the pedler, raising himself 
erect, and giving the other u look, before which the eyes of Mr. 
Wharton sank in instant confusioBk 

''AH are enemies who disturb our peace/' said Miss Peyton, ol>* 
serving that her brother was unable to speak. "But are the royal 
troops out from below V 

"'Tis quite likely they soon may be," returned Birch, raising his 
pack from the floor, and preparing to leare the room. 

"And the continentals," continued 3Iis8 Peyton mildly, "are the 
continentals in the county V 

Harrey was about to utter something in reply, when the door 
opened, and Cossar made his appearance, attended by his delighted 
spouse 

The race of blacks of which Caesar was a faTOurable specimen ia 
becoming very rare. The old family servant, who, bom and reared 
in the dwelling of his master, identified himself with the welfare of 
those whom it was his lot to serve, is giving place in eveiy direction 
to thai vagrant daas which baa sprung up within the last thirty 
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yean, and wbose members loam fhrough the eoimtiy mifettered }rf 
piindplesi and miinfiaenced by attachments. For it is one of the 
oones of slayeiy, that its victima become incompetent to the attri* 
bates of a freeman. The short corlj hair of CsBsar had acquired 
from age a cdonring of greji that added greatly to the yencrable 
cast of his appearance. Long and indefatigable applications of the 
comb had straightened the doee^ carls of his fordiead, ontil they 
stood erect in a stiff and formal brash, that gare at least two inches 
to his statare. The shining black of his youth had lost its glistening 
hue, and it had been succeeded by a dingy brown. His eyes, which 
stood at a most formidable distance from each other, were small, and 
characterised by an expression of good feeling, occaaonally inter- 
rupted by the petulance of an_ indulged- servant ; they, however, now 
danced with inward delight His nose possessed, in an eminent 
manner, all the requisites for smelling, but with the most modest 
unobtrusiTeness; the nostrils being abundantly capacious, without 
thrasting themselves in the way of their neighbours. His mouth 
was capacious to a fiiult, and was «only tolerated on account of the 
double row of pearls it contained. In person Ctesar was short, and 
we should say square, had not all the angles and curves of his figure 
bid defiance to any thing like mathematical symmetry. His arms 
were long and muscular, and terminated by two bony hands, that 
exhibited on one side, a colouring of blackish grey, and on the other, 
a &ded pink. But it was in his legs that nature had indulged her 
most capricious humour. There was an abundance of material inju- 
diciously used. The calves were neither before nor behind, but 
rather on the outer side of the limb, inclining forward, and so close 
to the knee as to render the free use of that joint a subject of doubt. 
In the foot, considering it as a base on which the body was to res^ 
Ccesar had no cause of complaint, unless, indeed, it might be that 
the leg was placed so near the centre, as to make it sometimes a 
matter of dispute, whether he was not walking' backwards. But 
whatever might be the fiiults a statuary could discover in his perMD| 
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tlia beiirt of CoBsar Thompson was in the xig^t phoe, and| m doabt 
aoly of Toy just dimensions. 

Aeoompsnied by his sndent oompanioni CsBsar now advanced, and 
paid his tribate of gratitade in words. Saiah receiTed them with 
great complacency, and made a jbw compliments to the taste of the 
husband, and the probaUe ^yearnnce of the wife. Frances, with t 
ftce beaming with a look of pleasure that corresponded to the smiling 
eotmtenances of the blacks, ofbred the service of her needle in^^fitting 
tiie admixed calico to its ftitore naes. The ofbr was hnmbly and 
l^atefull J accepted. 

As Cnsar followed his wxfo and the pedler from the aparteient^ 
and was in the act of closing the door, he indulged himself in a grate- 
fbl soliloqa J, b j saying alood — 

''Oood little lady — ^Mias Fanny-— take care of he ftder — love to 
make a gown for old Dinah, too.'' What else his feelings might 
hare induced him to utter is unknown, but the sound of his voice 
was heard some time after the distance rendered his words indistinct 

Harper had dropped his book, and he sat an admiring witness of 
the scene; and Frances enjoyed a double satisfiiotion, as she received 
an ^yproving smile from a hce which concealed, under the traces of 
deep thought and engrossing care, the benevolent expression which 
charaeteriseaall the best ftelingi of the human hear^ 



CHAPTER 17. 



'^Il ii IIm ftrm, tLo e]re, Um word* 
Hm bMiinf of that tCmifer Lordi 
Hb ■Calortt mtnl j, bold, tad ttl!, 
Buttt lik* a eutia'a bftttled wmO, 
Tet mcmldMl ia rach jwt degTa<% 
Hn fiiBt streagth Memi UghtMymo 
Wtatlwr and war their roof h ar traea 
Hava laft on that majaitio &oa 9^ 
Bat *tis hia difnitj of eye ! 
There, if a eoppliant, woold I fly, 
Seoora, "mid daiifar, wronfe, end griaC 
Of ejrmpathj, redrea, relief «- 
That glance, if gmltj, woold I dread 
More than the doom that epoke me dead."* 

• Enoofh, ODoofh r the priaeeee eried, 

• TSa Sootlaad'e hope, her Joy, her pride r 

waltse Soott* 



Thi ptiiy mi a aknos ftr manj xnimiieB after tlie pedler bad 
withdimwii. Mr. Wharton had heard enoo^ to mereaae hia nneaa- 
n&m^ withooi in tlia leaat remoring lua apprehenaiona on behalf of 
bia aon. The Ci^»tain waa impatientl j wiahing Harper in any other 
plaoa than the one he ooenpied with aueh i^parent oompoeare, while 
Uiai Peyton oompleted the diti^wrfal of her break&at equipage, with 
the mild eomplaoen^ of her natve, aided a little bj an inward aati^ 
fretion at poeaf— i ng ao large a portion of the trader^a laoe— Sarah 
waa bnaQy oocopied in airanging her porebaaee, and Frances waa 
kindly *— ^«*^"g in the oc cup ation, diaregarding her own neglected 
baigaina, when the atrnger aoddenly broke the ailenoe by nying— 
"If any ^yehenaiona of ma indoeaCiytain Wharton to maintain 
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hia disguiae, I wish liim to be undeceived; had I xnotires for betraj- 
ing lum, the J could not operate under present cxrcamstanoes/' 

The younger aster sank into her seat colourless and astonished. 
Ifias Peyton dropped the tea-tray she ms lifting from the table, and 
Sarah sat with her purchases unheeded in her lap, in speechless sur- 
prise. Mr. Wharton was stnpified; but the Captain, hesitating a 
moment from astonishment, sprang into the middle of the room, and 
exclaimed, as he tore off tiie instruments of his diagnise — - 

''I*belieTe you from my soul, and this tiresome imposition shall 
continue no longer. Tet I am at a loss to conceive in what manner 
you should know me.'' 

'^Tou really look so much better in your proper person. Captain 
Wharton," said Harper, with a slight smile, " I would advise you 
never to conceal it in future. There, b enough to betray you, if 
other sources of detection were wanting :'' as he spoke, he pointed 
to a picture suspended over the mantel-piece, which exhibited the 
British o£Scer in his regimentals. 

^I had flattered myself," cried young Wharton, with a laugh, 
''that I looked better on the canvass than in a masquerade. You 
must be a dose observer, sir." 

'' Neoesmty has made me one," said £[arper, rising from his seat. 

Frances met him as he was about to withdraw, and, taking his 
hand between both her own, said with earnestness, her cheeks man- 
tling with their richest vermilion — ''You cannot — you will not be- 
tny my brother." 

For an instant Harper paused in silent admiration of the lovely 
pleader, and then, folding her hands on his breast, he replied so- 
lemnly — "I cannot, and I will not;" he released her hands, and 
laying his own on her head gently, continued — "If the blessing of 
a stranger can profit you, receive it" He turned, and, bowing low, 
retired, with a delicacy that was duly appreciated by those he quitted, 
to his own apartment 

The whole party were deeply impressed with the ingenuous aad 
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solemn suiimer of the traveller, and all but the father fonnd irnme* 
diate relief in liia declaration. Some of the cfiatK)ff dothea of the 
captain, which had been removed with the goods firom the citj, were 
produced ; and yoong Wharton, released firom the uneasiness of his 
disguise, began at last to enjoy a visit which had been undertaken al 
BO much personal risk to himself. J^Ir. Wharton retiring to his 
apartment, in pursuance of his regular engagements, the ladies, with 
the young man, were left to an uninterrupted communication on 
such subjects as were most agreeable. Even Miss Peyton was af- 
fected with the spirits of her young relatives; and they sat for an 
hour enjoying, in heedless confidence, the pleasures of an unrestrained 
conversation, without reflecting on any danger which might be im- 
pending over them. The city and their acquaintances were not long 
neglected; for Miss Peyton, who had never forgotten the many 
agreeable hours of her residence within its boundaries, soon enquired, 
among others, after their old acquaintance. Colonel Wellmere. 

'^ Oh !" cried the Captain, gaily, <^ he yet continues there, as hand- 
some and as gallant as ever/' 

Although a woman be not actually in love, she seldom hears with- 
out a blush the name of a man whom she ndghi love, and who has 
been connected with herself, by idle gossips, in the amatory rumour 
of the day. Such had been the case with Sarah, and she dropped 
her eyes on the carpet with a smile, that, aided by the blush 
which suffused her cheek, in no degree detracted fix)m her native 
charms. 

Captain Wharton, without heeding this display of interest in his 
sister, immediately continued — ''At times he is melancholy — we tell 
him it must be love.'' Sarab raised her eyes to the fiice of her 
brother, and was consciously turmng them on the rest of the party, 
when she met those of her sister, laughing with good humour and 
high spirits, as she cried, ''Poor man, does he despair?" 

"Why, no — one would think he could not; the eldest son of a 
man of wealth, so handsome, and a Colonel" 
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''Stnmg rmaaoaj indeed, wlij lie ahoold preml/' nid Saxsli^ on- 
deftToming to laugh; ''more porticiilarlj the latter/' 

''Let me tell. joOf" replied the Captain, gntTelj, "a Lieatenant* 
Colonelcy in il^e Guards ia a yerj pretty thing/' 

"And Colonel WeUmere a teiy pretty man/' added Franoee. 

"Nay, YnnoBBf" retomed her aieter, "Colonel Wellmere wea 
nereraiatoaxiteof joors; he ia too loyal to his king to be agreeaUe 
toyoor tastef 

Fruices qniddy answered, "And ia not Henry loyal to hia Idngf 

" Come, come,'* add Miaa Peyton, " no <^y^^*^*yw of opinion about 
the Colonel — he ia a favourite of mine/' 

" Fanny likes Majors better," eried the brother, pulling her upon 
his knee. 

"Nonsense," said the blushing girl, as she endcayoured to extri- 
cate herself from the grasp of her laughing brother. 

" It surprises me," continued the Captain, " that Peyton, when 
he procured the release of my fiither, did not endeavour to detain 
my sister in the rebel.camp/' 

" That mig^t have endangered his own liberty," said the amiling 
girl, resuming her seat; "you know it is liberty for which Major 
Bunwoodie is fighting." 

"Liberty!" exdaimed Sarah; "veiy pretty liberty which ez« 
changea one master for fifty." 

" The privilege of changing masters at all ia a liberty/' 

" And one yon bdics would sometimes be glad to exercise," cried 
the Captain. 

" We like, I believe, to have the liberty of choosing who they 
shall be in the first place," said the laughing girl; "don't we, annt 
Jeanette?" 

"Me!" cried Miss Peyton, starting; "what do Iknow of aneh 
. things, child ? you must ask some one else, if you wish to learn such 
matters/' 

"Ah! yon would have ua think you were never young; ImtwhaA 
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•Di I to belief^ of all the tilos I hsfo heoid abo jt tlia haiwlwmt 
HiflB Jeanetto Peyton V 

'^Nooaenaey my dear^ nonaenaei" aaid tlie mnt, endeaToudag to 
■opp i cai a amilo; 'Mt ia Teiy ailly to beliere all yoa hear/' 

''Nonaenae, do yoa eaU lit" cried tlie Captaiiii guly; ^to thia 
Lour General Montroae toaata Miaa Peyton; I heard him within the 
week, at Sir Heni/a table.'' 

^Whyi Heniy^ yon are aa aaocy aa yoar aater; and to fareai in 
npon your folly, I mnat take yoa to aee my new home-made mami* 
ftctorea, which I will be bold enoo^^ to pat in oontraat with the 
finely of Birch.'' 

The yoang people roae to follow their annt^ in perfect good ho- 
moar with each other and the world. On ascending the ataira to 
the place of deposit for Miss Pejton'a articles of domestic economy, 
ahe availed herself, however, of an opportnnitj to enqoire of her 
nephew, whether General Montroee sofiered aa much from the goat^ 
aa he had done when ahe knew him. 

It ia a painfiil discoreiy we make, aa we advance in life, that eren 
thoae we moat lore are not exempt from its fraildea. When the 
heart ia fresh, and the view of the friture nnsollied by the blemishea 
which have been gathered frx>m the experience of the past, oor feel- 
ings are most holy; we love to identify with the persona of oor 
natoral friends all those qoalities to which we ourselves aspire, and 
all those virtoea we have been taught to revere. The confidence 
with which we esteem seems a part of our nature ; and there ia n 
purity thrown around the affections which tie us to our kmdred, thai 
after life can seldom hope to see uninjured. The fiunily of Mr. 
Wharton continued to enjoy, for the remainder of the day, a happi- 
ness to which they had long been strangers ; and one that sprunf^ 
in ita younger members, from the delights of the most confident 
affection, and the exchange of the most disinterested endearmenta. 

Harper appeared only at the dinner table, and he retired with the 
sl'ith, under the pretence of aome engagementa in his own 
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Notinthstanding the oonfidenoe created by hie manneri the fimuly 
felt hia absence a relief; for the "not of Captain Wharton ma ne- 
eeaaaxilj to be confined to a rerj few daja, both from the limitatinn 
of hia leave of abeencei and the danger of a diaoorezy. 

All dread of conaecpiencea, however, was lost in the pleaaare of 
the meeting. Once or twice daring the day, Mr. Wharton had sog- 
gested a doubt as to the character of his nnknown goest, and the 
posaibili^ of the detection of his son proceeding in some manner 
from hia infonnalion : bat the idea was eaxnesdy opposed by all his 
children; even Sarah oniting with her brother and aster in pleading 
warmly in fevoor of the sincerity expressed in the oatwaxd appear* 
ance of the traveller. 

''Such appearances, my children/' replied the desponding parent, 
''are bat too often deoeitfol; when men like Major Andre lend 
themselves to the porposes of finnd, it is idle to reason from q[oali- 
ti f^ ma<^ less externals." 

"Fnod!" cried his son qnickly; '^sorelyi sir, yoa fiirget thai 
Mi^or Andr§ was serving his king, andthattheosagesof war jostt- 
fied the measore." 

"And did not the asages of war jostify his death, Henry T' in« 
qaired Frances, speaking in a low voice, onwilling to abandon what 
she thoo^t the cause of her ooantzy,and yet unable to sappress her 
feelings for the man. 

"Never!" exclaimed the yoang man, spiin^ng from his sea% S2id 
pacing the floor rapidly — "Eranoes, yoa shook me ; suppose it shoold 
be my fete, even now, to fell into the power of the rebels; you would 
vindicate my execution— perhaps exult in the cruelty of Washing- 
ton." 

"Henxyl" said Frances, solemnly, qui ver in g with emotion, and 
with a fece pale as death, "you little know my heart." 

"Fiudon me, my sister — my little Fanny," cried the repentant 
youth, pressing her to his bosom, and Ussing off the teaxs iriiieh had 
Vont, spite of her resohitioo, from her eyesi 
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^'It is Tery foolish to regard your hasty words, I know/' said 
Frances, extricating herself from his arms, and raising her yet hnmid 
eyes to his fiice with a smile; ''but reproach from l!:ose we love is 
most severe, Hemy; particularly — where we — we think — we 
knoV — her paleness gradoolly gave place to the colour of the rose, 
as she conduded in a low Toice, with her eyes directed to the carpel^ 
''we are undeserving of if 

Miss Peyton moved from her own seat to the one next her niece, 
and, kindly taking her hand, observed, " You should not sufibr the 
impetuosity of your brother to afiect you so much; boys, you know, 
are proverbially ungovernable/' 

"And, firom my conduct, you might add cruel," said the oiptain, 
seating himself on the other side of his sister ; "but on the subject 
of the death of Andrd we axe all of us uncommonly sensitive. You 
did not know him; he was all that was brave — that was accomplish- 
ed — that was estimable." Frances smiled faintly, and shook her 
head, but made no reply. Her brother, observing the marks of in- 
credulity in her countenance, continued — " You doubt it, and justify 
his death V j:}^ 

"I do not doubt his worth," replied the maid, mildly, "nor his 
being deserving of a more happy fate; but I cannot doubt the pro- 
priety of Washington's conduct. I know but little of the customs 
of war, and wish to know less ; but with what hopes of success could 
the Americans contend, if they yielded all the principles which long 
usage had established, to the exclusive purposes of the British ?" 

"Why contend at all ?" cried Sarah, impatiently; "besides, being 
rebels, all their acts are illegal." 

"Women are but mirrors, which reflect the images before them," 
cried the captain, good-naturedly. " In Frances I see the picture of 
Major Dunwoodie, and in Sarah — " 

"Colonel Wellmere," interrupted the younger sister, laughing, 
and blushing crimson. " I must confess I am indebted to the Majoi 
tat my reasoning — am I not, aunt Jeanette?" 
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** I bdieTe it is sometliing like liis logic, indeed, diild.'' 

^I plead guilty; and jon, Sarah, bave not forgotten the learned 
diseassiQna of Colonel WeUmere/' 

''I tmst I nerer forget the right,'' said Sarah, emnlating her 
aister in eoAoor, and xiang, nnder the pretence of avoiding the heat 
of the fire. 

Nothing occoxxed of any moment dnxing the rest of the day; hut 
in the crening Gasar reported that he had oreiheard voioea in the 
room of Harper conv e rring in a low tone. The apartment occupied 
by the traveller waa the wing at the extremity of the hoilding, oppo- 
mte to the parlour in which the fiimily ordinarily aaaembled; and it 
seems, that Cassar had established a regular system of espionage, 
with a Tiew to the safety of his young master. This intelligenoe 
gare some uneasiness to all the members of the fiunily; but the en« 
tanoe of Harper himself, with the air of benerolcnce and ancerity 
which shone through his reserve,, soon removed the doubts from the 
breast of all but Mr. Wharton. His children and sister believed 
Caesar to have been mistaken, and the evening passed off without any 
additional alarm. 

On the afternoon of the succeeding day, the party were assembled 
in the parlour aroond the teaptable of Miss Peyton, when a change 
in the weather occurred. The thin scud, that apparently floated but 
ft short distance above the tops of the hills, began to drive from the 
west towards the east in astonishing rapidity. The rain yet continued 
to beat against the eastern windows of the house vrith fruy; in that 
direction the heavens were dark and gloomy. Frances was gazing at 
the scene with the desire of youth to escape from the tedium of con* 
finement^ when, as if by magic, all was stilL The roshing winds had 
ceased, the pelting <^ the storm was over, and, springing to the win- 
dow, with delight pictured in her free, she saw a glorioos ray of son- 
■hine lighting the opposite wood. The foliage guttered with the 
checkered beauties of tho October leaf, reflecting back from the 

moistened boo^ the richest Instre of an American antumn. In aa 

8* 
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instant^ the piazza, which opened to the soaihj was thronged with tlia 
inmates of the cottage. The air was mild, balmy, and refreshing; 
in the east, douds, which might be likened to the retreating masses 
of a discomfited aimj. hung around the horison in awful and.in« 
ereasing darkness. At & little elcTation above the cottage, the thin 
vapour was still rushing towards the east with amazing velodly; 
while in the west the sun had broken forth and shed his parting 
radiance on the scene below, aided by the fullest richness of a dear 
atmosphere and a freshened herbage. Such moments belong only to 
the climate of America, and are enjoyed in a degree proportioned to 
the suddenness of the contrast^ and the pleasure we expeneaoe in 
escaping from the turbulence of the elements to the quiet of a peace- 
ful evening, and an air still as the softest mornings in June. 

'^ What a magnificent scene I" said Harper, in a low tone ; *' how 
grand I how awfully sublime I — may such a quiet speedily await the 
struggle in which my country is engaged, and such a glorious even- 
ing follow the day of her adversity I" 

Frances, who stood next to him, alone heard the voice. Turning 
in amazement from the view to the speaker, she saw him standing 
bare-headed, erect, and with his eyes lifted to Heaven. There was 
no longer the quiet which had seemed their characteristic, but they 
were lighted into somethiog like enthusiasm, and a slight flush passed 
over his features. 

There can be no danger apprehended fix)m such a man, thought 
Frances; such feeling? belong only to the virtuous. 

The musings of the party were now interrupted by the sudden 
appearance of the pedler. He had taken advantage of the first gloani 
of sunshine to hasten to the cottage. Heedless of wet or dry as it 
lay in his path, with arms swinging to and fro, and with his head 
bent forward of his body several inches, Harvey Birch approached 
the piazza, with a gait peculiarly his own. — It was the quick, length- 
ened pace of an itinerant vender of goods. 
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''Fme eyming," said the pedler^ salatiiig tbe partj; withoat xais* 
ing Ilia eyes; ^^ quite warm and agreeabV for tli(^ w«aon/' 

Mr. Wharton assented to the remark^ and enquired kindly after 
Che health of his fiither. Harvey hea|^ him^ and continued standing 
for some time in moody silence; but the question being repeated, ho 
answered with a slight tremour in his voice — ■ 

<<He fails fast; old age and hardships will do their work/' The 
pedler turned his face from the view of most of the fiunily; but 
Frances noticed his glistening eyes and quivering lip^ and, for the 
second time, Harvey rose in her estimation. 

The' valley in which the residence of Mr. Wharton stood ran in a 
direction from north-west to south-east^ and the house was placed on 
the side of a hill which terminated its length in the former direction. 
A small opening, occasioned by the receding of the opposite hill, and 
the fall of the land to the level of the tide water, affi)rded a view of 
the Sound* over the tops of the distant woods on its margin. The 
surface of the water which had so l&tely been lashing the shores with 
boisterous fury, was already losing its ruffled darkness in the long 
and regular undulations that succeeded a tempest, while the light air 
from the south-west was gently touching their summitSi lending ito 
feeble aid in stilling the waters. Some dark spote were now to be 
distinguished, occasionally rising into view, and again sinking behind 
the lengthened waves which interposed themselves to the si^t. 
They were unnoticed by all but the pedler. He had seated himself 
on the piana, at a distance from Harper, and appeared to have for- 
gotten the object of his visit His roving eye, however, soon caught 
a glimpse of these new objecte in the view, and he sprang up with 
alacrity, gazing intently towards the water. He changed his place, 

* An iabnd more than fbit^ leagues in len^ liee oppoeite the eoeste of 
New York aad Cooneeticat. Hie arm of the eea which eeperatoe it from 
tbe mmin b technieell j called a soqnd, and in tbat part of the coomry, fat 
tndltmt^ Tke Soond. Una abeet of water viriee in its bceadth (torn fife to 
ttirtf oiikMi 
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glanceil hu eye with marked imeafflness on HaipeTj and then said 
^th great ftinpLisis-^ '''' ^ '■ 

" The rig'hin must be out fircm below." 

''Why do you think so?" enquired Captoin Wharton, eagerly. 
** Qod, send it may be true; I want their escort in again." 

''Them ten whale-boats would not move so fiist unless they were 
better manned than common." 

''Perhaps/' cried Mr. Wharton in alarm, "they are — they are 
continentals returning from the island." 

"They look liko rig'krs," said the pedler, with meaning. 

"Look I" repeated the captain, "there is nothing but spots to be 
seen." 

Harvey disregarded his obserrationi but seemed to be soliloquizing, 
as he said in an under tone, " They came out before the gale — ^baye 
laid on the island these two days — horse are on the road — there will 
soon be fighting near us." During this speech, Bireh several times 
glanced his eye towards Harper, with evident uneasiness, but no cor« 
responding emotion betrayed any interest of that gentleman in the 
scene. He stood in silent contemplation of the view, and seemed 
enjoying the change in the air. As Birch concluded, however, Har- 
per turned to his host, and mentioned that his business would not 
admit of unnecessary delay; he would, therefore, avail himself of 
the fine evening to ride a few miles on his journey. Mr. Wharton 
made many professions of regret at losing so agreeable an inmate ; 
but was too mindful of his duty not to speed the parting guest^ and 
orders were instantly given to that effect. 

The uneasiness of the pedler increased in a manner for which 
nothing apparent could account; his eye was constantly wandering 
towards the lower end of the vale, as if in expectation of some inter* 
ruption from that quarter. At length Caesar appeared, leading the 
noble beast which was to bear the weight of the traveller. The ped- 
ler officiously assisted to tighten the girths, and fasten the blue cloak 
and vaUise to the mail-straps. 
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Everj preparation being completed, Harper proceeded to take hii 
leave. To Sarah and her aunt he paid his compliments with ease 
and kindness; hat when he came to Frances, he paused a moment, 
while his fiice assumed an expression of more than or^Unaiy benig- 
nity. His eye repeated the blessing which had before fidlen from 
his lips, and the giii felt her cheeks glow, and her heart beat, with 
a quicker pulsation, as he spoke his adieus. There was a mutual 
exchange of polite courtesy between the host and his parting guest; 
but as Harper frankly offered his hand to Captain Wharton, he re* 
marked, in a manner of great solemnity — 

** The step you have undertaken is one of much danger, and dis* 
agreeable consequences to yourself may result from it; in such a 
case, I may haye it in my power to prore the gratitude I owe your 
family for its kindness.'' 

<< Surely, sir," cried the father, losing sight of delicacy in appre- 
hension for his child, '' you will keep secret the discovery which your 
being in my house has enabled you to make.'' 

Harper turned quickly to the speaker, and then, losing the stem- 
ness which had begun to gather on his countenance, he answered 
mildly, '' I have learnt nothing in your fiimily, sir, of which I was 
ignorant before ; but your son is safer from my knowledge of his 
visit than he would be without it" 

He bowed to the whole party, and without taking any notice of 
the pedler, other than by simply thanking him for his attentions, 
mounted his horse, and, riding steadily and gracefully through the 
little gate, was soon lost behind the hill which sheltered the valley 
to the northward. 

The eyes of the pedler followed the retiring figure of the horseman 
so long as it continued within view, and as it disappeared from his 
ai^t, he drew a long and heavy sigh, as if relieved frt>m a load of 
apprehension. The Whartons had meditated in silence on the cha> 
ncter and visit of their unknown guest for the same period, when 
the fiither approached Birch, and observed — 
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'^I am yet ^onr debtor, Harvey, for the tobacco you were so Idsd 
as to bring me from the city/' * 

'' If it should not prove so good as the fiisti" replied tiie pedler, 
fixing a last and lingering look in the direction of Harper's ronte, 
'' it is owing to the scoroity of the artide/' 

'5.1 like it much/' continued the other; ''but ybu have forgotten 
to name the price." 

The countenance of the trader changed| and, losing its expression 
of deep care in a natural acuteness, he answered — 

" It is hard to say what ought to be the price ; I believe I must 
leave it to your own generosity.'' 

Mr. Wharton had taken a hand well filled with the images 
of Carolus m. from his pocket, and now extended it towards Birch 
with three of the pieces between his finger and thumb. Harvey's 
eyes twinkled as he contemplated the reward; and rolling over in 
his mouth a large quantity of the article in question, coolly stretched 
forth his hand, into which the dollars fell with a most agreeable 
f^-J sound; but not satisfied with the transient music of their fiiU, the 
pedler gave each piece in succession a ring on the stepping-stone of 
the piakza, before he consigned it to the safe keeping of a huge deer- 
akin purse, which vanished from the sight of the spectators so dex- 
terously, that not one of them could have. told about what part of 
his person it was secreted. 

This very material point in his business so satisfiictorily com- 
pleted, the pedler rose from his seat on the floor of the piazza, and 
approached to where Captain Wharton stood, supporting his sisters 
on either arm, as they listened with the lively interest of affection to 
his conversation. 

The agitation of the preceding incidents had caused such an 
expenditure of the juices which had become necessary to the mouth 
of the pedler, that a new supply of the weed was requiied before ho 
could turn his attention to business of lesser moment This donoy 
he asked abruptly — 
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cfChptain Wbarton, do yoa go in to-night?'' 

"No!'' said the Captain, laoonicallj, and looking at his lordj 
boidenfl with great affection. ''Mr. Biich, would yon haTe me 
leave each oompan j so soon, wHen I may never enjoy it again V* 

^ Brother !" aaid Frances, ''jesting on snch a subject is croeL'' 

"I rather gaeaa/* continued the pedler, coolly, "now the storm 
is over, the Skinners may be moving; yoa had better shorten jcmr 
visit, Captain Wharton.'' 

" Oh !" cried the British officer, "a few guineas will buy off those 
rascals at any time, should I meet them. No, no, Mr. Birch, here 
I stay until morning." 

" Money could not liberate Major Andre," said the pedler, diyly. 

Both the sisters now turned, to the Captain in alarm, and the 
elder observed — 

"You had better take the advice of Harvey; rest assured, bro- 
ther, his opinion in such matters ought not to be disregarded." 

" Yes," added the younger, " if, as I suspect, Mr. Birch assisted 
yon to come here, your safety, our happiness, dear Henry, requires »'V^ 
^vou to listen to him now." * 

r""^ " I brought myself out, and can take myself in," said the Captain, 
•^L positively; "our baigain went no fnrtiier than to procure my dis- 
) guise, and to let me know when the coast was clear; and in the 
V latter particular, you were mistaken, Mr. Birch." t^ 

"I was," said the pedler, with some interest, "and the greater is 
the reason why you should get back to-ni|^t; the pass I gave you 
win serve but once." 

"Cannot you forge another T' 

The pale cheek of the trader showed an unusual colour, but he 
continued silent, with his eyes fixed on the ground, until the young 
man added, witii great pomtiveness— " Here I stay this nighty come 
- what wilL" 

" Ci^tain Wharton," said the pedler, with great deliberation and 
. naiked emphaas, "bewaie a tall Virginian, with huge whiskers; 
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ho is below yen to my knowledge; the doTil can't deeeire him; I 
never ooold hat oooe." 



<<Let him beware of me," said Wharton^ haoghtilj; '^bot, Mr 
Birch, I exonerate yon from farther responsibility/' 

''Will yoa gire me that in writing T' asked the caatioaa Birch. 

« Oh ! cheerfully/' cried the Captain, with a kngh ; ** Caesar I 
pen, ink, and paper, while I write a dischaig^ for my trus^ attend- 
ant, Harrey Birch, pedler, Ac &o. 

The implements for writing were prodnced, and the Captain, with 
great gaiety, wrote the desired acknowledgment in language of his 
own; which the pedler took, and carefully depositing it by the side 
of the images of his Catholic Majesty, made a sweeping bow to the 
whole family, and departed as he had approached. He was soon 
seen at a distance, stealing into the door of his own humble dwelling. 

The fikther and sisters of the Captain were too much rejoiced in 
retaining the young man, to espress, or eyen entertain, the appro- 
henmons his situation might reasonably excite ; but on retiring to 
their erening repast, a cooler reflection induced the Captain to think 
of changing his mind. Unwilling to trust himself out of the pro- 
tection of his Cither's domains, the young man despatched Casar to 
desire another interview with Harrey. The black soon returned 
with the unwelcome intelligence that it was now too late. Ejity had 
told him that Harvey must be miles on hu road to the northward| 
M having left home at early candle-light with his pack." Nothing 
now remained to the Captain but patience, until the morning should 
aflbrd further opportunity of deciding on the best course for him to 
punroe. 

''This Harvey Birch, with his knowing looks and portentoas 
warnings, gives me more uneasiness than I am willing to own," said 
Captain Wharton, rousing himself from » fit of musing, in which 
the danger of his situation made no small part of his meditations. 

" How is it that he is able to travel to and frt> in these difiScuU 
limes, without molestation ?" enquired Miss Peyton. 
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^ Whj the rebelfl sdfer him to escape so eeaSij, is more than I 
lan uDswer" retnxned the other; ^hut Sir Henry would not permit 
m hair of his head to he injin^d.'' 

'^ Indeed r cried FninceSi with interest; '<is he then/ known to 
Sir Heuy ClmtonT 

«At least he ought to he." 

''Bo joa thinky my son,'' asked Mr. Wharton, ''there is no dan- 
ga of his betraying yoaT' 

"Why — no; I reflected on that before I trusted myself to hia 
power/' said the Captaiui thooghtfolly : "he seems to be faithfol in 
matters of boaneas. The danger to himself, should he return to 
the city, would preTent such an act of Tillany.'' 

" I think/' said Frances, adopting the manner of her brother, 
" Hanrey Birch is not without good feelings ; at least, he has the 
appearance of them at times.'' 

" Oh !" cried his sister, exulting, " he has loyalty, and that with 
me is a cardinal virtue." 

" I am afraid," said her brother, laughing, " love of money is n 
stronger passion than lore of his king." 

"Then," said the fiither, "yon cannot be safe while in his power 
—for no lore will withstand the temptation of money, when offered 
to aTarioe." 

" Surely, ar/' cried the youth, reooTering hia gaiety, " there must 
be one lore that can resbt any thing — is there not, Fanny ?" 

" Here is your candle, yon ke^p your fiuher up beyond his usual 
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CHAPTER V. 



Throogh Solway nndi, tluroii|»'i Ti 
Blindfold, he knew tlie paths to cro«; 
Bj wily tarn*, hj desperate boands. 
Had baffied Percy's best bloodJraunds. 
In Eske, or liddel, fords were none, 
But he woold ride them, one by one; 
Alike to him was time, or tide, 
December's snow, or July's pride; 
Alike to him was tide, or time, 
Aloonlcss midnight, or matin prime. 



All the members of the Wharton fimuly Liid their heads on 
pillows that nighty with a foreboding of some interraption to their 
ordinaiy quiet Uneasiness kept the sisters from enjoying their 
nsoal repose, and they rose from their beds, on the following moni- 
ing, unrefreshcd, and almost without having closed their eyes. 

On taking an eager and hasty survey of the valley from the win- 
dows of their room, nothing, however, but its usual serenity was to 
be seen. It was glittering with the opening brilliancy of one of 
those lovely, mild days, which occur about the time of the falling of 
the leaf; and which, by their fr^uency, daas the American autumn 
with the most delightful seasons of other countries. We have no 
spring ; vegetation seems to leap into existence, instead of creeping 
as in the same latitudes of the old world : but how gracefully it 
retires t September, October, even November and December, com* 
poee the season for enjoyment in the open air; they have their 
•toxmsy but they are distinct, and not of long continuance, leaving a 
•lear atmosphere and a cloudless sky. 

(6Q 
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As Dodiing ooold be seen likely to interrupt tlie enjoTinentB and 
hannon J of mch a day, the asten deacended to the parlour, with a 
fotoming confidence in their hrother^a aecorityi and their own happi- 



The iamOj wera eailj in aMomhling anrand the fareakfiiat taUe; 
and 3Iiaa Pejton, with a little of that minvte predaon which creeps 
into the habits of aing^ life, had pleasantly insisted that the abeence 
of her nephew ahooU in no manner inteifere with the regular hours 
ahe had established; consequently, the party wera slready seated 
when the C^>tain made hia appearance; thou^ the untasted coffee 
sufficiently proTed, that by none of hia rdativea waa hia absence dis- 
regarded. 

''I think I did much better/' he cried, taking a chur between his 
sisters, and receiving their offered salutes, " to secure a good bed and 
such a plentiful brcakfiist, instead of trusting to the hospitality of 
that renowned corps, the Cow-Boys." 

"If you could sleep,'' said Sarsh, ''you were more fortunate than 
Frances and myself; every murmur of the night air sounded to me 
like the approach of the rebel army/' 

'' Why," said the Captain, laughing, " I do acknowledge a little 
inq[oietude myself — but how was it with you V turning to his younger 
and evidently favourite sister, and tapping her cheek; ''did you see 
banners in the clouds, and mistake Miss Peyton's .^lian harp for 
rebellious music V* 

"Nay, Henry," rejoined the maid, looking at him affectionately, 
"much as I love my own country, the approach of her troops just 
now would give me great pain." 

The brother made no reply; but returning the fondness expressed 
in her eye by a look of fraternal tenderness, he gently pressed her 
hand in silence; when Cnsar, who had participated hurgely in the 
anxiety of th? family, and who had risen with the dawn, and kept n 
vigilant watch on the surrounding objects, u he stood gasing from 
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one of the windows, exbUimed with a fiioe tihat approached to aome- 
thing like the hnea of a white-man — 

^Bon — maasa Hany — ran — if he lore old CaoBar, ran— here 
eomo a rebel hone.'' 

''Bun V* Repeated the British offioer, gathering himaelf np in mili- 
taiy pride; ''no, Mr. CsBsar, running 18 not my trade.'' Whilespeik- 
ing, he walked deliberatelj to the window, where the frmil j were 
already oolleeted in the greatest oonstemation. 

At the distance of more than a mile, about fifty dragoons were to 
be seen, winding down one of the lateral entrances of the valley. In 
advance with an officer, was a man attired in the drees of a coontryr 
man, who pdnted in the direction of the cottage. A small party now 
left the main body, and moved rapidly towards the object of their 
destination. 

On reaching the road which led through the bottom of the valley, 
they tamed their horses' heads to the north. The Whartons con- 
tinaed chained in breathless silence to the spot, watching their moTS- 
ments, when the party, having reached the dwelling of Birch, made 
a rapid drde aroand his grounds, and in an instant his boose was 
sorroonded by a dozen sentinels. 

Two or three of the dragoons now dismounted and disappeared : 
in a few minutes, however, they returned to the yard, followed by 
Katy, from whose violent gesticulations, it was evident that matten 
of no trifling concern were on the carpet A short communication 
with the loquacious housekeeper followed the arrival of the main 
body of the troop, and the advanced party remounting, the whole 
moved towards the Locusts with great speed. 

As yet none of the family had sufficient presence of mind to de- 
vise any means of security for Captain Wharton ; but the danger 
now became too pressing to admit of longer delay, and various means 
of secreting him were hastily proposed ; but thej were all haughtily 
rejected by the young man, as unworthy of his character. It was 
too late to retreat to the woods in the rear of the cottage, for ho 
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would unaTmdablj be seen, and, followed b j a izoop of bone, as in- 
evitabl J taken. 

At length, bis sisters, with trembling bands, replaced bis ori^nal 
dis g uis e, tbe instruments of wbicb bad been carefully kept at band 
by GflBsar, in expectation of some sudden emergency. 

This arrangement was hastily and imperfectly completed, as the 
dragoons entered the lawn and orchard of the Locusts, riding with 
the rapiditj of the wind; and in their turn the Whartons were sur« 
rounded. 

Nothing remained now, but to meet the impending examination 
with as much indifference as the fimiily could assume. The leader 
of the horse dismounted, and, followed by a couple of his men, he 
approached the outer door of the building, which was slowly and 
reluctantly opened for his admission by Cdesar. The hca^y tread 
of the trooper, as he followed the black to the door of the parlour, 
nng in the ears of the females as it approached nearer and nearer, 
and drore the blood from their £ices to their hearts, with a chill that 
nearly annihilated feeling. 

A man, whose colossal stature manifested the possession of vast 
strength, entered the room, and remoying his cap, he saluted the 
fiimily with a mildness his appearance did not indicate as belonging 
to his nature. His dark hair bung around his brow in profusion, 
though stained with the powder which was worn at that day, and 
his face was nearly hid in the whiskers by which it was disfigured. 
Still, the expression of his eye, though piercing, was not bad, and 
his Toiee, though deep and powerful, was fiur fit>m unpleasant 
Fnnoes ventured to throw a timid glance at his figure as he entered, 
and saw at onoe the man, from whose scrutiny, Harvey Birch had 
warned them,' there was so much to be apprehended. 

^ You have no cause for alarm, ladies," said the officer, pausing a 
moment^ and contemplating the pale fiioes around him — ''my bua- 
nesB will be confined to a few questions, which, if freely answered^ 
will instantly remove us from yoxir dwelling.'' 
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'' And what may they be, sir V stammered "Mi. Wharton, riang 
from his chair, and waiting ahzioosly for the reply. 

'^ Has there been a strange gentleman staying with yon during 
the storm 1" oontinned the dragoon, speaking with interesc, and' in 
some degree sharing in the evident anxiety of the &ther. 

'' This gentleman — here — fiiTOured ns with his company daring 
the rain, and has not yet departed." 

' '' This gentleman !" repeated the other, taming to Captain Whar- 
ton, and contemplating his figare for a moment, until the anxiety 
~of his countenance gave place to a lurking smile. He approached 
the youth with an air of comic gravity, and with a low bow, oon« 
tinned — " I am sorry for the severe cold you have in your head, 
«r." 

^' I !" exclaimed the Captain, in surprise ; '' I have no cold^ in my 
head." 

''I fimcied it then, from seeing you hod covered such handsome 
black locks with that ugly old wig; it was my mistake, you will 
please to pardon it." 

Mr. Wharton groaned aloud ; but the ladies, ignorant of the extent 
of their visitor's knowledge, remained in trembling yet ri^d silence. 
The Captun himself moved his hand involuntarily to his head, and 
discovered that the trepidation of his sisters had left some of his 
natural hair exposed. The dragoon watohed the movement with a 
continued smile, when, seeming to recollect himself, turning to the 
fiither, he proceeded — 

^^ Then, Sir, I am to understand there has not been a Mr. Harper 
here, within the week." 

*' Mr. Harper," echoed the other, feeling a load removed from his 
heart — "yes, — I hod forgotten; but he is gone; and if there be 
'any thing wrong in his character, we are in entire ignorance of it— - 
to me he was a total stranger." 

<« You have but little to apprehend from his character," answered 
the dragoon dryly ; " but he is gone — how — when — and whither V 
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''He departed as he arzired/' said Mr. Wbartoiii gathering re* 
newed confidence from the manner of the trooper; ''on horsehack, 
last evenings and he took the northern road.'' 

The officer listened to him with intense interest^ his coontenanoe 
gradoallj lighting into a smile of pleasore; and the instant Mr. 
Wharton oondnded his laconic reply, he tamed on his heel and left 
the apartment The Whartons, judging from his manner, thought 
he was shoot to proceed in quest of the ohject of his enquiries. 
They observed the dragoon, on gaining the lawn, in earnest, and 
apparently pleased oonyersatimi with his two subalterns. In a few 
moments orders were given to some of the troop, and horaemen left 
the Tolley, at full speed, hy its Tarious roads. 

The suspense of the party within, who were all highly interested 
witnesses of this scene, was shortly terminated; for the heavy tread 
of die dragoon soon announced his second approach. He bowed 
again politely as he re-entered the room,' and walking up to Captain 
Wharton, said, with comic gravity — 

"Now, sir, my principal business being done, may I beg to exa- 
mine the quality of that wig t" 

The British officer imitated the manner of the other, as he delibe- 
lately uncovered his head, and handing him the wig; observed, " I 
hope, sir, it is to your liking." 

" I cannot, without violating the truth, say it is,'' returned the 
diagoon ; " I prefer your ebony hair, from which you seem to have 
eombed the powder with great industry. But that must have been 
a sad hurt you have received under this enormous black patch." 

" You appear so dose an observer of thing?, I should like your 
opinion of it, sir," said Henry, removing the silk, and exhibiting 
the cheek free from blemish. 

"Upon my word, you improve most rapidly in externals," added 
the troqper, preserving his muades in inflexible gravity : " if I could 
but persuade you to exchange this old surtout for that handsomo 
Uua coat by your side, I think I never could witness a more sgrea> 
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able metamorphoBiB, mnce I ma chknged zl jsdf from a lientenant 
to a captain/' 

Young Wliarton yeiy oomposedly did as was required ; and stood 
an eztjremolj liandsome, well-dressed young man. The dragoon 
looked at him for a minute with the drollery that characterised his 
manner; and then continued — 

'< This is a new comer in the scene; it is usual^ you knowy for 
strangers to be intzoduced; I am Captain LawtoU; of the Yiig^iia 
horse.'' 

''And I; sir, am Captain Wharton, of his Majes^s 60th regi- 
ment of foot^" returned Henry, bowing stiffly, and recovering his 
natural manner. 

The countenance of Lawton changed instantly, and his assumed 
quainti^ess Yaniahed. He viewed the figure of Captain Wharton, as 
he stood proudly swelling with a pride that disdained further con- 
cealment^ and exclaimed, with great earnestness — 

<< Captain Wharton, from my soul I pity you I" 

" Oh 1 then," cried the fiither in agony, " if you pity him, dear 
sir, why molest him ? he is not a spy; nothing but a desire to see 
his friends prompted him to venture so fiir from the regular army in 
disguise. Leave him with us; there is no reward, no sum, which I 
will not cheerfully pay." 

'' Sir, your anxiety for your friend excuses your language," said 
Lawton, haughtily; ''but you forget I am a Yirginian, and a gen- 
tleman." Turning to the young man, he continued — "Were you 
ignorant, Captain Wharton, that our pickets have been below you 
for several days?" 

"I did not know it until I reached them, and it was then too late 
to retreat," said Wharton, sullenly " I came out, as my &ther has 
mentioned, to see my friends, understanding your parties to be at 
Peekskill, and near the Highlands, or surely I would not have ven< 
tured." 
.. ^Allthismay be vexytrue; but the affiiir of Andre has made us 
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on die alert Wlien tieaeoii reaches ilie grade of general offoen^ 
Captain Wborton, it behoTes the friends of libertj to be Tigilant'' 

Heniy bowed to this remark in distant silenoe, but Sarah Tentnrod 
to nige sometbpg in behalf of her brother. The dragoon heard 
her politelji and appaxentl j witb oommisjration ; bat willing to aYoid 
useless and emborraasing petitions, he answered mildly — 

''I am not the oonunander of the partj, madam; IVIajor Don- 
woodie will decide what mnst be done with joor brother; ai all 
erentsy he will receive nothing but kind and gentle treatment" 

^Donwoodie!" eTrlaimed FranoeS| with a fiice, in which the 
roses contended for the mastery with the paleness of i^prehension; 
^thank God! then Henry is safe!" 

lAwton regarded her with a mingled ez{«ession of pity and adrni* 
ration ; then shaking his head doabtingly, he continued^ 

^' I hope so ; and with yoor permission, we will leaTe the matter 
tea his decision/' 

The colour of Frances changed from the paleness of fear to the 
g^ow of hope. Her dread on behalf of her brother was certainly 
greatly diminished; yet her form shook, her breathing became abort 
and irregular, and her whole frame gave tokens of extraoidinaiy 
a^tation. Her eyes rose from the floor to the dragoon, and were 
again fixed immoyably on the carpet — she evidently wished to ntter 
something, bat was oneqoal to the effort Miss Peyton was a doeo 
observer of these morementa of her niece, and advazusing with an air 
of feminine dignity, enquired — 

^ Then, sir, we may expect the pleasore of Major Donwoodie's 
aompany shortly?" 

'^Immediately, madam," answered the dragoon, withdrawing hia 
admiring gaae from the person of Frances ; '< expresses are already 
on the road to announce to him oar sitoation, and the intelligenoe 
will speedily bring him to this valley; unless, indeed, some private 
reasons may exist to make a visit particularly unpleasant" 

''We shall always be happy to see Major Dunwoodie." 

4 
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*0h I donbdeflB; be is a general fitToorite. May I prenime on 
il ao fiff atf to ask leave to dismoont and refresh my men, who com 
poae a part of hia aqnadnmr* 

There waa a manner aboat the trooper, thai would have made the 
enuBion of mch a reqpeet easily foigiTen by Mr. Wharton, bat he 
ftirly entrapped by hia own eagerness to conciliate, and it was 
to withhold a consent which he thought wonld probably be 
estorted; he^ therefore, made the most of necessity, and gave such 
orders sa woold facilitate the wishes of Captain I^wton. 

The ofioeia were invited to take their moming^s repast st the 
ftmfly breakfast table, and having made their anangements withont, 
Jie mvitatioa was frankly accepted. None of the watchfulness, 
which was so necessary to their situation, was neglected by the waiy 
partisan. P^itrolcs were seen on the distant hills, taking their pro- 
tecting dreoit sround their comnuies, who were enjoying, in the 
; midst of dangers, a security that can only spring from the watchful* 
' ness of discipline, and the indifference of habit. 

The addition to the party at 3Ir. Wharton's table was only three, 
and they were all of them men who, under the rough exterior in- 
duced by actual and arduoua senrioe, concealed the manners of gen- 
tlemen. Consequently, the interruption to the domestic priracf of 
the family was marked by the observance of strict decorum. The 
ladles left the table to their guests, who proceeded, without much 
superfluous dififidence, to do proper honours to the hospitality of Mr. 
Wharton. 

At length. Captain Lawton suspended for a moment his violent 
attacks on the buckwheat cakes, to enqtdre of, the master of the 
house, if there waa not a pedler of the name of Birch who lived in 
the valley at times. 

^ At times only, I believe, sir,'' replied Mr. Wharton, cautiously : 
''he is seldom here ; I may say I never see him.'' 

^ That is strange, too," said the trooper, looking at the disoon* 
•srtsd host intently, ''considering ha m yov nest neii^boar: he 
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imifli be quite domestaey sir; and to the ladies it most be aomewbat 
inooaTenient. I doubt not that that muslin in the window-eeat cost 
twice as moch as he wonld have asked them for if 

Mr. Wharton tamed in consteniationi and saw some of the recent 
poxchaaes scattered abont the room. 

The two sabaltems straggled to conceal their smiles; bat the 
Gn^tain resomed his breakfut with an eagerness that created a 
doobty whether he ever expected to enjoy another. The necessity 
of a sapply from the dominion of Dinah soon, howeveri afforded 
another respite, of which Lawton availed himself. 

'^I had a wish to break this Mr. Birch of his ansodal habits, and 
gave him a call this morning," he said : *^ had I found him within, 
I should haTS placed him where he would enjoy Hfe in the midst of 
aocie^, for a short time at least." 

^And where might that be, sir 7" asked Mr. Wharton, oonceiTing 
it necessary to say something. 

''The guard-room," said the trooper, dryly. 

''What is the offence of poor Birch f" asked Miss Peyton, hand* 
ing the dragoon a fourth dish of coffee. 

" Poor r cried the Captain; "if he is poor, King George is a bad 
paymaster." 

"Yes, indeed," said one of the sabaltems, "his Majesty owes him 
a dukedom. 

"And congreaB a halter," continued the commanding officer, com- 
mencing anew on a fresh supply of the cakes. 

"I am sorry," said Mr. Wharton, "that any neig^bonr of mioe 
should incur the displeasure of our rulers." 

"If I catch him," cried the dragoon, while buttering another 
cake, " he will dangle from the limbs of one of his namesakes." 

"He would make no bad ornament^ suspended from one of those 
joeusts before his own door," added the Lieutenant 

"Never mind," continued the Captain; "I will haTS him yet 
bdfan I'm a majiir. 
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Afl the language of these offioera appeared to be sinoere, and sach 
as disappointed men in their-ioogh cocapationfl are but too api to 
nae, the Whartona thought it prudent to diaoontinue the subject. 
It was no new intelligence to any of the fiimily^ that Harvey Birch 
was distrasted^ and greatly haraased, by the American army. His 
escapes from their hands, no less than his imprisonments, had been 
the conversation of the conntiy in too many instances, and nnder 
oircomstances of too great mysteiy, to be easoly foigotten. In fiict, 
no small part of the bitterness, expressed by Captain Lawton against 
the pedler, arose from the nnacoouitable disappearance of the latter, 
when introsted to the costody of two of his most fiuthfrd dragoons. 

A twelvemonth had not yet elapsed, mnce Birch had been seen 
lingering near the head-quarters of the conmiander-in-chief, and at 
a time when important movements were expected hourly to occur. 
So soon as the information of this fiict was communicated to the 
officer, whose duty it was to guard the avenues of the American 
camp, he despatched Captain Lawton in pursuit of the pedler. 

Acquainted with all the passes of the hills, and inde&tigable in 
the discharge of his duty, the trooper had, with much trouble and 
toil, succeeded in effecting his object The party had halted at a 
fiom-house for the purposes of refreshment, and the prisoner waa 
placed in a room by himself, but under the keeping of the two men 
before mentioned; all that was known subsequently is, that a woman 
was seen busily engaged in the employments of the household near 
the sentinels, and was particularly attentive to the wants of the cap- 
tain, until he was deeply engaged in the employments of the supper- 
table. 

Afterwards, neither woman nor pedler was to be found. The 
pack, indeed, was discovered open, and nearly empty, and a small 
door, ooxomunicating with a room adjoining to the one in which the 
pedler had been secured, was ajar. 

Captain Lawton never could for^^e the deception : his antipathies 
to his enemies were not veiy moderate, but this was adding an insol: 
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to bifl penetration thai rankled deeplj. He nt in portentoos rilenoei 
brooding orer the exploit of his prieoner, jet mechanically poraaing 
the boaineaa befixe him, nndly after aoffieient time had peaaed to 
make a Teiy comfortable meal, a trompet aaddenly broke on the eara 
of the par^, aending ita martial tonea np tho Tallej, in atartling 
melody. The trooper roee inatantly from -the table, exclaiming -~ 

''Qoicky ^ntlemeni to your honee; there cornea Dunwoodie/' 
and, followed by his oflEkcera, he precipitately left the room. 

With the exception of the aentinela left to guard Captain Wliar- 
ton, the dragoons mounted, and marched out to meet their comrades. 

None of the watcbfulneaa neoesaaiy in a war, in which similari^ 
of language, appearance, and customs, rendered prudence doubly 
necessary, was omitted by the cautious leader. On getting suffi- 
ciently near, however, to a body of horse of more than double his 
own number, to distinguish countenances, Lawton plunged lus rowels 
into Lis charger, and in a moment he was by the side of his com- 
mander. 

The ground in front of the cottige was again occupied by the 
horae; and, observing the same precautions as before, the newly 

« 

arrired troops hastened to participate in the cheer prepared for their 
eomndei. 
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nmr fields of IkiiM — ha who in Tiftiw smw 
A joang wann ■pint ifainst beftiit7*t ehann«i 
Who feeb her brifhtnew, ytt defies her thrall. 
Is ths best, h rsT set eooqiieror of them sU. 



Tbk ladies of the Wharton fiimily had collected ahoat a windowi 
deeply interested in the scene we have related. 

Sarah Tiewed the approach of her coontrjmen with a smile o^ 
contemptoons indifference; for she even nndenralued the personal 
q>peanince of men, whom she thought arrayed in the unholy cause 
if lebellioo. Miss Peyton looked on the gallant show with an ex 
olting pride, which arose in the reflectioni that the warriors hefore 
her were the chosen troops of her nadye colony; while Frances gaied 
with a singleness of interest that ahsorbed sU other considentions. 

The two parties had not yet joined, hefore her quick eye distin- 
guished one horseman in particular from those around him. To her 
it appeared that eren the steed of this youthful soldier seemed to he 
conscious that he sustained the weight of no common man :— his 
hoofr but lightly touched the earth, and his aiiy tread was the cuihed 
motion of a blooded charger. 

The dragoon sat in the saddle, with a finnness and ease tha* 
ahowed him master of himself and horse,— his figure uniting the 
just proportions of strength and actiTity, being tall, round, and mus 
cular. To this officer Lawton made his report, and, side by side 
they rode into the field opposite to the cottage. 

<78) 
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The heart of Fnaces heat with a palaatum nearly Btiiling^ as ha 
peneed for a moment, and took a sarrey of the boilding, with an eye 
whose dark and sparkling glance could be seen, notwithstanding the 
distance : — her colour changed| and for an instanty as she saw the 
joQth throw himself from the saddle, she was compelled to seek 
relief for her trembling limbs in a chair. 

The officer garc a few hasty orders to his second in command, 
walked rapidly into the lawn, and approached the cottage. Franoes 
rose from her seat, and vanished from the apartment The dragoon 
ascended the steps of the piazza, and had barely time to touch the 
outer door, when it opened to his admission. 

The youth of Frances, when she left the dtj, had prafented her 
sacriikung, in conformity to the customs of that day, all her native 
beauties on the altar of fashion. Iler hair, which was of a golden 
richness of colour, was left, untorturod, to fall in the natural ringlets 
of infancy, and it shaded a face which was glowing with the united 
charms of health, youth, and artlcssness; — her eyes spoke TolumeSi 
but her tongue was silent; — her hands were interlocked before her| 
and, aided hy her tap^ form, bending forward in an attitude of ex* 
pectotion, gave a loTcllness and an mtcrcst to her appearance, that 
for a moment chained her lover in silence to the spot 

Frances silently led the way into a vacant parlour, opposite to the 
one in which the family were assembled, and turning to the soldier 
frankly, placing both her hands in his own, exclaimed^ 

''Ah, Dunwoodie I how happy, on many accounts, I am to see 
youl I have brought you in here, to prepare you to meet an unes- 
pected friend in the opposite room.'' 

''To whatever cause it may be owing,'' cried the youth, pressing 
her hands to his lips, "I, too, am h^py in being able to see yoa 
alone. Frances, the probation you have decreed is emel; war and 
distanoe may shortly separate us for ever.'' 

^Womnst submit to the neoeasitywfaiehgovens OS. Bulttisiiol 
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love speeches 1 would hear now : I haTO other and more important 
matter for joxsr attention.^' . 

'' What can be of more importance than to make you mine by a 
lie that will be indissoluble ! Frances, you arc cold to me — me'— 
fipom whose mind, days of service and nights of alarm have never 
been able to banish your image for a single mcment'' 

''Dear Dunwoodie/' said Frances, softening nearly to tears, and 
again extending her hand to him, as the richness of her colour gra- 
dually returned, ''you know my sentiments — this war once ended, 
and you may take that hand for ever — but I can never consent to 
tie myself to you by any closer union than already exists, so long as 
you are arrayed in aims against my only brother. Even now, that 
brother is awaiting your decision to restore him to liberty, or to con- 
duct him to a probable death." 

"Your brother!" cried Dunwoodie, starting and turning pale; 
"your brother! exphun yourself — what dreadful meaning is con- 
cealed in your words V 

" Has not Captain Lawton told you of the arrest of Henry by 
himself this very morning?" continued Frances, in a voice barely 
audible, and fixing on her lover a look of the deepest concern. 

" He told mo of arresting a captain of the 60th in disguise, but 
without mentioning where or whom," replied the Major in a similar 
tone ; and dropping his head between his hands, he endeavoured to 
conceal his feelings from his companion. 

" Dunwoodie ! Dunwoodie !" exclaimed Frances, losing- all her 
former confidence in the most fearful apprehensions, " what means 
this agitation ?" As the Major slowly raised his face, in which was 
pictured the most expressive concern, she continued, " Surely, surely, 
you will not betray your friend — ^my brother — your brothei^-to an 
ignominious death." 

" Frances !" exclaimed the young man in agony, " what can I do ?" 

"Do I" she repeated, gasing at him wildly; "would Major Dun 
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iroodie yield hu fijexid to his eaemiM — the brodiflr of his betrothed 
wifer 

^' Oh speok not so unkindly to me, dearest Mim Wharton «— my 
own Frances. I would this moment die for yon — for Henry — bat I 
eannot forget my duty -« cannot forfeit my honour; you yourself, 
would be the first to despise me if I did.'' 

'' Peyton Dunwoodie T' said Eranoesy solemnly, and with a fiice of 
ashy paleness, ''you have told me — you have sworn, that you loved 
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^ I do/' interrupted the soldier, with fenrour ;— 4>ut motioning for 
sOenoe, she continued, in a voice that trembled with her fears — 

''Do you think I can throw myself into the arms of a man, whose 
hands are stained with the blood of my only brother !" 

" Frances ! you wring my very heart/' then pausing, to struggle 
with his feelings, he endeavoured to force a smile, as he added, " but, 
after all, we may be torturing ourselves with unnecessary fears, and 
Heniy, when I know the circumstances, may be nothing more than 
a prisoner of war; in which case, I can liberate him on parole." 

There is no mors delusive passion than hope; and it seems to be 
the happy privilege of youth to cull all the pleasures that can be 
gathered bcaa its indulgence. It is when we are most worthy of 
conMence ourselves, that we are least «pi to distrust others; and 
what we think ought to be, we are prone to think will be. 

The half-^nrmed expectations of the young soldier were conunu* 
mcated to the desponding sister, more by the eye than the voice, and 
the blood rushed again to her cheek, as she cried — 

"Ohl there can be no just grounds to doubt it: I knew— I 
knew — Dunwoodie, you would never desert us in the hour of our 
peatest needl" The violence of her feelings prevailed, and the 
agi^*iTi* girl found relief in a flood of tears. 

The office of consoling those we love Is one of the dearest preroga* 

lives of affection; and Major Dunwoodie, although but little enooo* 

nged by his own momcntaiy suggestion of relief could not undci 

4* 
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oeire the lorelj ^1, who leaned on hi) ahonlder, as he wiped the 
traoes of hir feeling from her fiice^ with a tremblings bat reviTing 
confidence, in the safety of her brother^ and the protection of her 
lorer.. 

Frances haying sofficientlj recovered her recollection to command 
herself, now eagerly led the way into the opposite room, to comma* 
nicate to her family the pleasing intelligence which she already con- 
eeiyed so certain. 

Danwoodie followed her relactantly, and with forebodings of the 
result; bat, a few moments broaght him into the presence of his 
relatives, and he summoned all his resolutioQ to meet the trial with 
firmness. 

The salutations of the young men were cordial and frank, and, 
on the part of Henry Wharton, as collected as if nothing had 
occurred to disturb his self-possession. 

The abhorrence of being, in any manner, auxiliary to the arrest 
of his friend ; the danger to the life of Captain Wharton ; and the 
heart-breaking dedaiations of Frances, had, however, created an 
uneasiness in the bosom of Major Dunwoodie, which all his efforts 
could not conceaL His reception by the rest of the fiunily was kind 
and sincere, both from old regard, and a remembrance of fonner 
obligations, heightened by the anticipations they could not fiiil to 
read in the expressive eyes of the blushing girl by his side. After 
exchanging greetings with eveiy member of the fiunily. Major Dun- 
wood^ beckoned to the sentinel, whom the waxy prudence of Cap- 
tain Lawton had left in charge of the prisoner, to leave the room. 
Turning to Captain Wharton, he enquired mildly — 

'^ Tell me, Heniy, the circumstances of this disguise, in which 
Captain Lawton reports jou to have been found, and remember—- 
remember— ^Captain Wharton— your answers are entirely volun* 
taiy." 

'< The disguise was used by me, Major Danwoodie,'^ replied the 
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Eni^iBli oOoeri gnvely, " to enable me to Tisit B17 fiiendBi 
incuning the danger of hecoming a prisoner of war/' 

'^Bttl joa did not wear it, until yon saw the troop of Lawton 
MNRroaeiung V 

^Ohl no^" intermpCed Franoca, eagerly, fergetting all the cb> 
Gomstancea in her anxiety for her brother; ''Sarah and myaelf 
placed them on him when 4he dragoons appeared; it was ooTawk- 
wardness that led to the disooYery/' 

The countenance of Donwoodie brightened| as, taming his eyes 
in fondness on the speaker, he listened to her explanation. 

''Probably some articles of your own,'' he continned, "which 
were at hand, and were used on the spur of the moment'' 

"No," said Wharton, with dignity; "the clothes were worn by 
me from the city; they were procured for the purpose to which they 
were applied, and I intended to use them in my retom thia Ttrj 
day." 

The appalled Frances shrunk back from between her brother and 
lover, where her ardent feelings had carried her, as the whole troth 
^bmced over her mind, and she sank into a seat, gasing wildly on 
the young men. 

" But the pickets — the party at the Plains V* added Dunwoodie, 
inrning pale. 

" I passed them, too, in disguise. I made use of this pass, for 
which I paid; and, as it bears the name of Washington, I presome 
it is forged." ^ 

Dunwoodic caught the paper from his hand, eagerly, and stood 
guing on the signature for some time in silence, daring which the 
soldier gradually prevailed over the man ; when he tarned to the 
prisoner, with a searching look, as he asked — 

" Certain Wharton, whence did you procure this paper f" 
"That is a question, I conceive, Major Donwoodie has no ri^t 
loask.'' 
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N:. • ''Your pardon^.flir; my fedin^p may hove led mo into an impro- 
prieiy." 

Mr. Wharton, who had been a deeply interested aaditor, now ao 
fiir conquered his feelings as to day, '^ Surely, Major Donwoodie, the 
paper cannot be material; sooh artifices are used daily in war." 

^' This name is no counterfeit/' said the dragoon, studying the 
characters, and speaking in a low voice : '^ is treason yet among ns 
undiscovered? The confidence of Washington has been abased, for 
the fictitious name is in a different hand from the pass. Captain 
' Wharton, my duty will not suffer me to grant you a parole : you 
must accompany me to the Highlands." 

<< I did not eipect otherwise. Major Dunwoodie." 

Dunwoodie turned slowly towards the sisters, when the figure of 
Frances once more arrested his gaze. She had risen from her seat, 
and stood again with her hands clasped before him in an attitude of 
petition : feeling himself unable to contend longer with his feelingi}, 
he made a hurried excuse for a temporary absence, and left the room. 
Frances followed him, and, obedient to the direction of her eye, the 
soldier re-entered the apartment in which had been their first inter- 
view. 

^^ Major Dunwoodie," said Frances, in a voice barely audible, as 
she beckoned to* him to be seated; her cheek, which had been of a 
chilling whiteness, was flushed with a suffusion that crimsoned her 
whole countenance ; she struggled with herself for a moment, and 
continued — ''I have already acknowledged to you my esteem; even 
now, when you most painfully distress me, I wish not to conceal it. 
Believe me, Henry is innocent of evciything but imprudence. Our 
country can sustain no wrong." Again she paused, and almost 
gasped for breath ; her colour changed rapidly from red to white, 
until the blood rushed into her &ce, covering her features with the 
brightest vermilion ; and she added hastily, in an under tone, '^ I 
have promised, Dunwoodie, when peace shall be restored to our 
country, to become your wife; give to my brdfbcr his liberty on 
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parole, and I will tius daj go with joa to the altar, follow you to 
the eamp, and, in becoming a aoldier^s brido, learn to endore a aoU 
dier^a priTationa/' 

Dunwoodie seized the hand which the blushing girl, in her aiw 

« 

door, had extended towards him, and pressed it for a moment to his 
bosom; then rising from his seat, he paced the room in ezcessiTe 
agitation. 

** Frances, saj no more, I conjure jou, unless you wish to break 
my heart" 

''You then reject my offered hand?" she said, rising with dig- 
nity, though her pole cheek and quivering lip pkinly showed the 
conflicting paasions within. 

'' Reject it I Have I not sought it with entreaties — ^with tears ? 
Has it not been the goal of all my earthly wishes? But to take it 
under such conditions would be to dishonour both. We will hope 
for better things. Henry must be acquitted; perhaps not tried, 
No intercession of mine shall be wonting, you must well know; and 
believe me, Frances, I am not without favour with Washington." 

'' Thai very paper, that abuse of his confidence, to which yon al- 
luded, will steel him to my brother's case. If threats or entreaties 
eould move his stem sense of justice, would Andrd have suffered ?" 
As Frances uttered these words, she fled from the room in despair. 

Dunwoodie remained for a minute nearly stupified ; ' and then he 
followed with a view to vindicate himself, and to relieve her appre- 
hensions. On entering the hall that divided the two parlours, he 
was met by a small ragged boy, who looked one moment at his dress, 
and placing a piece of paper in his hands, immediately vanished 
through the outer door of the building. The bewildered state of 
his mind, and the suddenness of the occurrence, gave the 3Iajor 
barely time to observe the messenger to be a country lad, meanly 
attired, and that he held in his hand one of those toys which are to 
be boi^t in cities, and which he now apparently coutemplatod with 
the cooaeiouA pleasure of having fiiirly purchased, by the iierform* 
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anoe of the ^rviee required. The soldier tamed his eyes to thu 
Buhject of the note. It was "^tten on a pieoe of torn and soiled 
paper, and in a hand bareljr legible; but, after some little labooTi 
he was able to make out as follows : — 

^ The rigHars are at handj horse etndfootP* 

* There died a few yean tinee, in Bedford, West Chester, a yeomaa 
named Elisha H . Thie penon waa employed by Washrngton u one of 
his most confidential spies. By the condi^ons of their bargain, H was 
never to be required to deal with third parties, since his risks were too immi- 
nent He was allowed to enter also into the service of Sir Henry Clinton ; 
and so much confidence had Washington in his love of country and discie* 
tion, that ho was often intrusted with the minor military movements, in order 
that he might enhance his value with the English general, by oommunicat- 

ing them. In this manner, H had continued to serve for a long period, 

when chance brought him into the city (then held by the British) at a mo- 
meut when an expedition was about to quit it, to go against a small post 
established at Bedford, his native village, where the Americans had a depot 
of provisions. H easily ascertained the force amd destination of the de- 
tachment ordered on this service, but he was at a loss in what manner to 
communicate his information to the officer in command at Bedford, vrithoot 
betraying his own true character to a third person. There was not time to 
reach Washington, and under the circumstances, he finally resolved to hazard 
a short note to tlic American commandant, stating the danger, and naming 
the time when the attack might be expected. To this note he even ventured 
to affix his own initials E. H., though he had disguised the hand, under a 
belief that, as he knew himself to be suspected by his countrymen, it might 
serve to give more weight to his warning. His family being at Bedford, the 
note was transmitted with facility, and arrived in good season, H— him* 
self remaining in New York. 

The American commandant did what every sensible officer, in a smulai 
case, would have done. He sent a courier with the note to Washington, de- 
manding orders, while he prepared his little party to make the best defence 
in liis power. 

The head-quarters of the American army were, at that time, in the High- 
lands. Fortunately, the express met Washington, on a tour of obeerratton 
near their entrance. The note was given to fa tai, and he read it in the sad 
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Danwoodie started ; and, forgetting every thing but the duties of 
a aoldierf he prodpitatelj left the hooae. While iraDdng npidlj 
kmiids the troops, he noticed on a distuit hill a Tidette riding with 
sp e e d; serenl pistols were fired in qoiek snecwsion; and the next 
instant the tnunpels of the corps rang in his ears with the enliTening 
stninof ''To aims!*' Bj the time he hnd reached the ground oo- 
enpied bj his sqoadron, the Major saw that ereiy man was in actiTs 
motion. Lawton was alreadj in the saddle, ejeing the opposite 
extremitj of the Tallqrwith the eagerness of ezpeotation, and ctying 
to the musicians, in tones but little lower than their own— 

** Sound awajy my lads, and let these Englishmen know, that the 
y iripnia hone are between them and the end of their journey/' 

The Tidettes and patrols now came pouring in, each making in 
suooession his hasty report to the commanding officer, who gare his 
orders coolly, and with a prompitude that made obedience certain. 
Once only, as he wheeled his horae to ride over the ground in finmt, 
did Dunwoodie trust himself with a look at the cottage, and his heart 
beat with unusual rapidity as he saw a female figure standing, with 
clasped hands, at a window of the room in which he had met F^an- 

dle ; adding, in pencil, ^ BelieYe all that K, H tells yon. G«orge Waahing • 
ton.** He Mtoned it to the coorier, with an injunction to ride for life ct 



Hm oourier remched Bedibrd after the British had made their attack. 
TIm cemmandint read the reply« uid pot it in his pocket The Americana 

were deftatad, and their loader killed. The note of H » with the Une 

written on it by Waahington, was tend on his peiaoo. 

Hm ioOowing day H— waa sommoned to the presence of Sir Hcniy 
Clinton. After the latter had pat several general questions, he suddenly gave 
the note to the spj, and asked if he knew the band-writing, and demanding 
who the E. H. waa. * It la Elijah Hadden, the spy yon hanged jesterdaj, 
at Pewlce Book.** Hie readinese of this answer, eonnected with the fact 
tfiai a spy having the sane initials had been executed the day before, and 
the ooolnflee of H^— > eated him. Sir Henry Clinton allowed him le quit 
and he aerer saw him afterwards. 
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oea. The dbtanoe/wBS too great to distingaiah her featoreSy hot the 
soldier eould not doabt that it was his nustress. The paleness of 
his oheek and the langoor of his eye endured but for a moment 
longer. As he rode towards the intended battle-groond, a flush of 
ardour began to show itself on his sun-burnt features; .and his drar« 
goonS| who studied the fiiee of their leader, as the best index to their 
own fiite, saw again the wonted flashing of the ejes^and the chceiful 
animation^ which they had so often witnessed on the eve. of battle. 
By the additions of the ^idettes and parties that had been out^ and 
which now had all joined, the whole number of the horse was in- 
creased to nearly two hundred. There was also a small body of 
men, whose ordinary duties were those of guides, but who, in cases 
of emergency, were embodied and did duty as foot-soldiers; these 
were dismounted, and proceeded, by the order of Dunwoodie, to level 
the few fences which might interfere with the intended moTements 
of the cavalry. The neglect of husbandry, which had been occa- 
sioned by the war, left this task comparatiTely easy. Those long 
lines of heavy and durable walls, which now sweep through every 
part of the country, forty years ago were unknown. The slight and 
tottering fences of stone were then used more to clear the land for 
the purposes of cultivation than as permanent barriers, and required 
the constant attention of the husbandman, to preserve them against 
the fury of the tempests and the finosts of winter. Some few of them 
had been built with more care immediately around the dwelling of 
Mr. Wharton; but those which had intersected the vale below were 
now generally a pile of ruins, over which the horses of the Virgini- 
ans would bound with the fleetneas of the wind. OccasionaUy a 
short line yet preserved its erect appearance ; but as none of these 
crossed the ground on which Dunwoodie intended to act, there re- 
mained only the slighter fences of rails to be thrown down. Their 
duty was hastily, but effectually, performed ; and the guides with- 
drew to the post assigned to them for the approaching fight. 

Major Dunwoodie had received from his scouts all the intelligence 
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eoDoeniing Ida foe, which was necessaxy to enable him to make hia 
airangementB. The bottom of the Tallej waa an even plaini that 
fell with a alight inclination from the foot of the hilla on either aidey 
to the leTol of a natonl meadow that wound throa|^ the coontry 
on the b^nka of a small stream^ bjr whose waten it was often inun- 
dated and fertilised. This brook was easily forded in any part of 
its cooise; and the <mly impediment it offered to the moToments of 
the horse, was in a place where it changed its bed from the western 
to the eastern ade of the valley, and where its banks were more 
steep and difficult of access than common. Here the highway crossed 
it by a rough wooden bridge, as it did again at the distance of half 
a mile above the Locusts. 

The hills on the eastern side of the valley were abrupt, and fre- 
quently obtruded themselves in rocky prominences into its bosom, 
lessening the width to half the usual dimensions. One of these 
projections was but a short distance in the rear of the squadron of 
dragoons, and Dunwoodie directed Captain Lawton to withdraw, with 
two troops, behind its cover. The officer obeyed with a kind of 
surly reluctance, that was, however, somewhat lessened by the anti- 
dpations of the effect his sudden appearance would make on the 
enemy. Dunwoodie knew hb man, and had selected the detain for 
ibis service, both because he feared his predpitation in the field, and 
knew, when needed, his support would never frul to appear. It was 
only in front of the enemy that Captain Lawton was hasty; at all 
other times his discernment and self-possesrion were consummately 
preserved ; but he sometimes forgot them in his eagerness to engage. 
On the left of the ground on which Dunwoodie intended to meet 
his foe, was a dose wood, which skirted that side of the valley for 
the distance of a mile. Lito this, then, the guides retired, and took 
their station near its edge, in such a manner as would enable them 
to iwMnfaMw a scattering, bat effectual fire, on the advancing oolumn 
of the enemy. 

B cannot be supposed that all these preparations were made vhp 



go THE SPY. 

heeded hj the inmates of the cottage ; on the contniy, every feeling 
which can agitate the human hreast, in witnessing sach a soenci was 
actiyelj alive. Mr. Wharton alone saw no hopes to himself in the 
termination of the conflict If the British shf»uld prevail, his son 
would he liherated ; but what would then be his own fiite ! Ho had 
hitherto preserved his neutral character in the midst of trying cir- 
cumstances. The fiict of his having a son in the royal, or, as it was 
called, the regular army, had very nearly brought his estates to the 
hammer. Nothing had obviated this result, but the powerful inte> 
rest of the relation, who held a high political rank in the state, and 
his own Ti^lant prudence. In his heart, he was a devoted loyalist; 
and wheu the -blushing Frances'had communicated to him the wishes 
of her lover, on their return from the American camp the preceding 
spring, the consent he had given, to her future union with a rebel, 
was as much extracted, by the increasing necessity which existed for 
his obtaining republican support, as by any considerations for the 
happiness of his child. Should his son now be rescued, he would, 
in the public mind, be united with him as a plotter against the free- 
dom of the States ; and should he remain a captive, and undergo the 
impending trial, th^ consequences might be still more dreadful. 
Much as he loved his wealth, Mr. Wharton loved his children bet- 
ter; and he sat gasing on the movements without, with a listless 
vacancy in his countenance, that fully denoted his imbecility of 
character. 

Far different were the feelings of the son. Captain Wharton had 
been left in the keeping of two dragoons; one of whom marched to 
and fro on the piazza with a measured tread, and the other had been 
directed to continue in the same apartment with his prisoner. The 
young man had witnessed all the movements of Dunwoodie with 
admiration mingled with fearful anticipations of the consequences to 
his friends. Hc^jparticularly disliked the ambush of the detachment 
under Lawton, who could be distinctly seen from the windows of 
the cottage, cooling his impatience, by pacing on foot the ground in 
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fronfc of hia men. Hemy Wharton threw aerend hastyiind enqnir- 
ing glances around, to see if no means of liberation would offer; bat 
invariabljT fonnd the ejes of his sentinel fixed on him with the 
watehfnlness of an Argns. He longed, with the ardoult of joath, 
to join in the glorious fray, but was eompelled to remain a dissatis- 
fied spectator of a scene in which he would so cheerfully have been 
an actor. Miss Peyton and Sarah continued gasing on the prepara- 
tions with TBiied emotions^ in which concern for the fiite of the Cap- 
tain formed the most prominent feeling, until the moment the shed* 
ding of blood seemed approaching, when, with the timidity of their 
sex, they sought the retirement of an inner room. Not so Frances : 
ahe returned to the apartment where she had left Dunwoodie, and, 
from one of its windows, had been a deeply interested spectator of 
all his movements. The wheelings of the troops, the deadly prepa- 
rations, had all been unnoticed ; she saw her lover only, and with 
mingled emotions of admiration and dread that nearly chilled her. 
At one moment the blood rushed to her heart, as she saw the young 
warrior riding through his ranks, giving life and courage to all whom 
he addressed ; and the next, it curdled with the thought, that the 
very gallantry she so mudi valued might prove the means of placing 
the grove between her and the object of her regard. Frances gazed 
until she could look no longer. 

In a field on the left of the cottage, and at a short distance in the 
rear of the troops, was a small group, whose occupation seemed to 
differ from that ti all around them. They were in number only 
three, being two men and a mulatto boy. The principal personage 
of this party was a man, whose leanness made his really tall stature 
appear excessive. He wore spectacles — was unarmed, had dis- 
mounted, and seemed to be dividing his attention between a s^ar, a 
book, and the incidents of the field before him. To this party 
Franca determined to send a note, directed to Dunwoodie. She 
wrote hastily, with a pencil, <' Come to me, PeyUn, if it be hUfof 
a wum€mt ;" and CsBsar emerged from the cellar kitchen, taking the 



92 THE SPY. 

precan&n to go bjr the rear of thebmldmg, to avoid the sentinel on 
the piazzai wtfo had Tery caTalierlj ordered all the fiunily to remain 
housed. The black delivered the note to the gentleman, with a 
request that it might be forwarded to Major Dunwoodie. It was the 
Boigeon of the horse to whom Gsesar addressed himself; and the 
teeth of the African chattered, as he saw displayed npon thegnnmd 
the several instroments which were in preparation for the anticipated 
operations. The doctor himself seemed to view the arrangement 
with great satisfiiction, as he deliberately raised his eyes firom his 
book to order the boy to convey the note to his commanding officer, 
and then dropping them qoietly on the page, he continued his occu- 
pation. Gmsar was slowly retiring, as the third personage, who by 
his dress might be an inferior assistant of the surgical department, 
coolly enquired '^ if he would have a leg taken off?" This question 
seemed to remind the black of the existence of those limbs; for he 
made such use of them as to reach the piazza at the same instant 
that Major Dunwoodie rode up, at half speed. The brawny sentinel 
squared himself, and poised his sword with military precision, as he 
stood on his post, while his officer passed; but no sooner had the 
door closed, than, turning to the negro, he said, sharply — 

** Harkee, blackey, if you quit the house again without my know- 
ledge, I shall turn barber, and shave off one of those ebony ears 
with this razor.'' 

Thus assailed in another member, Caesar hastily retreated into his 
kitchen, muttering something, in which the words " Skinner, and 
rebel rascal," formed a principial part of his speech. 

'' Major Dunwoodie," said Frances to her lover as he entered, ''I 
may have done you injustice; if I have appeared harsh — " 

The emotions of the agitated girl prevailed, and she burst into 
tears. 

*^ Frances,'' cried the soldier with warmtii, ''you are never harsh, 
never unjust, but when you doubt my love." 

« Ahl Dunwoodie," added the sobbing girl, ''you are about to 
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risk your life in latile; remember that Uiexe is one H^art 
happiness is built on your safety; brave I know yon are; be pm- 
dcnt— " 
j ''For yonr sake V enqnired the delighted yonth. 

" For my sake/' replied Frances^ in a voioe barely andible, and 
dropping on his bosom. 

Donwoodie folded her to his heart, and was abont to speak, as a 
trampet sounded in the southern end of the yale. Imprinting one 
long kiss of affection on her unresisting lips, the soldier tore himself 
firom his mistress, and hastened to the scene of strife. 

Frances threw herself on a sofii, buried her head under its cushion, 
and with her shawl drawn over her fiice, to exclude as much of sound 
as possible, continued there until the shouts of the combatants, the 
latding of the fire-arms, and the thundering tread of the horses, had 
ceased 



CHAPTEB Vn. 

—The game *■ aibot ; 



Follow your ipiziL 



Toe rough and nnimproved face of the ooontry, the frequdnflj of 
dovers, together with the great diHtwice fimm their own ooantry, and 
the facilities afforded them for rapid- moTements to the different 
points of the war, by the undisputed command of the ooeani had 
united to deter the English from employing a hea^ force in cayftlry, 
in their early efforts to subdue the revolted colonies. 

Only one regiment of regular horse was sent from the mother 
country, during the struggle. But legions and independent corps 
were formed in different places, as it best accorded with the views 
of the royal commanders, or suited the exigency of the times. These 
were not unfrequently composed of men raised in the colonies, and 
at other times drafts were had from the regiments bf the line, and 
the soldier was made to lay aside the musket and bayonet, and taught 
to wield the sabre and carabine. One parttcukr body of the subsi- 
diary troops was included in this arrangement, and the Hessian 
yagers were transformed into a corps of heavy and inactive horse. 

Opposed to them were the hardiest spirits of America. Most of 
the cavalry regiments of the continental army were led and officered 
by gentlemen from the south. The high and haughty courage of 
the commanders had communicated itself to the privates, who were 
men selected with care and great attention to the service they were 
intended tr perform. 

(94> 
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TThile the British were confined to iheir empty conqnesbi in the 
poaaeemon of a few of the lazger towns, or marched through counties 
that were swept of everj thing like military sapplies, the ight troops 
of their enemies had the range of the whole interior. 

The snfferingg of the line of the American arm j were great be* 
jond example; bat possessing the power, and feeling themselves 
engaged in a cause which justified severi^, the cavalry pffio^ were 
vigilant in providing for their wants, and the horse were well 
mounted, well fed, and consequently eminently eflfootive. Perhaps 
the world could ^ot furnish more brave, enterprising, and resistless 
corps of light cavaliy, than a few that were in the continental service 
at the time of which we write. 

Dunwoodie's men had often tried their prowess against the enemy, 
and they now sat panting to be led once more against foes whom 
they seldom charged in vain. Their wishes were soon to be gratified ; 
for their commander had scaxoely time to regain his seat in the saJ« 
die, before a body of the enemy came sweeping round the base of 
the hill, which intersected the view to the south. A few minutes 
enabled the l^Iajor to distinguish their character. In one troop he 
saw the green coats of the Cow-Boys, and in the other the leathern 
helmets and wooden saddles of the yagers. Their numbers were 
about equal to the body under his immediate orders. 

On reaching the open space near the oottage of Harvey Bireh, 
the enemy halted and drew up his men in line, evidently making 
preparations for a charge. At this moment a oolumn of foot i^ 
peered in the vale, and pressed forward to the bank of the brook we 
have already mentioned. 

Major Bunwoodie was not less distinguished by coolness and 
judgment, than, where occasion o&red, by his dauntless intrepidity. 
He at once saw his advantage, and determined to profit by it The 
oolumn he led b^an slowly to retire from the field, when the youth* 
fid German, who commanded the enem/s horse, fearful of missing 
ao easy oonqoest, gave the word to ohaige. Few troops were more 
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bardy than the Cow-Bojb; they spraiig eagerly forwaid in the pnr- 
anit^ with a oonfidence created by the retiring foe and the oolomn in 
their rear; the Hessians followed more slowly, but .in better order. 
The trumpets of the Virginians now sonnded long and lively; theyj 
were answered by a strain firam the party in ambush that went to 
the hearts of their enemies. The column of Dunwoodie wheeled in 
perfect order, opened, and, as the word to charge was given, the 
troops of Lawton emerged from their pover, with their leader in ad* 
Tanoe, waving his sabre over his head, and shouting, in a voice thai 
was heard above the clangour of the martial music. 

The charge threatened too much for the refugee troop. They 
scattered m eveiy direction, flying from the field^as fiist as their 
horses, the chosen beasts of West-Chester, could carry them. Only 
a few were hurt : but such as did meet the arms of their avenging 
countrymen never survived the blow, to tell who struck it It was 
upon the poor vassals of the German tyrant that the shock felL 
Disciplined to the most exact obedience, these ill'&ted men met the 
charge bravely, but they were swept before the mettled horses and 
nervous arms of their antagonists like chaff before the wind. Many 
of them were literally ridden down, and Dunwoodie soon saw the 
field without an opposing foe. The proximity of the infimtry pre- 
vented pursuit, and behind its column the few Hessians who escaped 
unhurt sought protection. 

The more cunning refugees dispersed in small bands, taking va- 
rious and devious routes back to their old station in front of Harlaem. 
Many was the sufferer, in cattle,, furniture, and person, that was 
created by this rout; for the dispersion of a troop of Cow-Boys was 
only the extension of an eviL - 

Such a scene could not be expected to be acted so near them, 
and the inmates of the cottage take no interest in the result In 
truth, the feelings it excited pervaded every bosom, from the kitchen 
to the parbur. Terror and horror had prevented the ladies from 
being spedtators, but they did not ftel the less. Frances continued 
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1 jing in the posture we liaye mentioiied, aflfaring up fervent and m 
coherent petitionfl for the aifety of her ooontiTmeny although in her 
inmost heart she had personified her nation by the graoefol image of 
Peyton Donwoodie. Her aont and sister were less exdiudve in their 
devotions; hot Sarah began to £m1| as the honore of war were thns 
brought home to her senses^ less pleasure in her anticipaied triomphs. 

Th^ inmates of Mr. Wharton's Jdtchen were four — namely, Giesar 
and his spouse, their grand«danghter, a jet-black damsel of twenty, 
and the boy befine alluded to. The blacks were the remnants of a 
race of negroes which had been entailed on hb estate from Mr. 
Wharton's maternal ancestors, who were descended from the early 
Dutch colonists. ^Hme, depravity, and death had reduced them to 
this small number; and the boy, who was white, had been added by 
3Iias Peyton to the establishment, as an assistant^ to pexfotm the 
ordinary services of a footman. Caosar, after first using the precau- 
tion to place himself under the cover of an angle in the wall, for a 
sereen against any roving bullet which might be traversing the air, 
became an amused spectator of the Bkirmish. The sentinel on the 
piasiawas at the distance of but a few fiset from him, and he entered 
into the spirit of the chase with all the ardour of a tried blood-hound: 
he noticed the approach of the black, and his judicious position, with 
a smile of contempt, as he squared himself towards the enemy, ofihr> 
ing his unprotected breast to any dangers which mi^ come. 

AStet con&dering the arrangement of Gaosar, for a moment^ with 
ineflbble disdain, the dragoon said, with great coolness-— 

'< You seem very careful of that beantifnl person of yours, Mr. 
BluesUn.'' 

''A bullet hurt a coloured man as much as a white," muttered the 
blade, surlily, casting a glance of much satisfaction at his rampart 

''Suppose I make the ezperinient^'' returned the sentinel: as ha 
spoke, he deliberately drew a pistol from his belt, and levelled it at 
the black. CsBsar's teeth chattered at the appearance of the dxagoott| 
although he believed nothingserions was intended. At this moment 

5 
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tlie oolnxnp of-Donwoodie began to xetiroi and the royal cKvitrj 
eommenced their charge. * 

'' There, Mister light-Horseman/' said Csesar eagerly, who be- 
lieved the Americans were retiring in earnest; ^^why yon rebels 
don't fight— see — see how King George's men make Major Don- 
woodie ran ! Qood gentleman, too, but he don't like to fight a rig'lar." 

** Damn yonr regulars," cried the other, fiercely : '' wait a minute,* 
blackey, and yon '11 see Captain Jack Lawton come out from behind 
yonder hill, and scatter these Gow-Boys like wild geese who 'ye lost 
iheir leader." 

CsBsar supposed the party under Lawton to have sought the 
shelter of the hill from modves similar to that which had induced 
him to place the wall between himself and the battle-ground ; but 
the fact soon verified the troopcr^s prophecy, and the black wit- 
nessed with consternation the total rout of the royal horse. 

The sentinel manifested his exultation at the success of his com- 
rades with loud shouts, which soon brought his companion, who had 
been left in the more immediate charge of Henry Wharton, to the 
open window of the parlour. 

''See, Tom, see," cried the delighted trooper, ''how Captain 
Lawton makes that Hessian's leather cap fly; and now the Major 
Las killed the officer's horse — sounds, why didn't he kill the 
Dutchman, and save the horse?" 

A few pistols were discharged at the flying Ccw-Boys, and a spent 
bullet broke a pane of glass within a few feet of Csosar. Lnitating 
the posture of the great tempter of our race, the black sought the 
protection of the inside of the building, and immediately ascended 
to the parlour. 

The lawn in front of the Locusts was hidden from the view of the 
road by a close line of shrubbery, and the horses of the two dragoons 
had been left, linked together, under its shelter to await the movo* 
Xnents of their masters. 

At this moment two Cow-Boys, who had been oat off from • 
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ntreit to th«ir own pulji rode fariousljr through the gate, with 
an mteiitioii of e8Ci4nng to the open wood in the rear of the cottage. 

The Tietorions Amerirana p rcaee d the retreating (jermans until 
Ihej ha4 driven them nnder the protection of the fire of the 
bAnttj; and feeling themaelTes, in the priyacy of the lawn, 
relieved from any immediate danger, the predatory warriors yielded 
to a temptation that few <^ the corps were ever known to resst^- 
opportuni^ and horseflesh. With a hardihood and presence of 
mind that coold only exist from long practice in similar scenes, 
they made towards their intended prises, by an almost spontaneoos 
movement They were hosily engaged in separating the fastenings 
of the horses, when the trooper on the piaxza discharged his pbtols, 
and mshed, sword in hand, to the rescue. 

The entrance of Caosar into the parlour had induced the wary 
dragoon within, to turn his attention more closely on his prisoner; 
hot this new interruption drew him again to the window. He threw 
his body out of the building, and with dreadful imprecations endea- 
voured, by his threats and appearance, to frighten the marauders 
from their prey. The moment was enticing. Three hundred 
of his comrades were within a mile of the cottage; unriddcn horses 
were running at large in every direction, and Henry Wharton 
seised the unconscious sentinel by his legs, and threw him headlong 
into the lawn. — Caesar vanished from the room, and drew a bolt 
of the outer door. 

The &11 of the soldier was not great, and recovering his feet, he 
turned his friry for a moment on his prisoner. To scale the window 
in the free of such an enemy, was, however, impossible, and on trial 
he found the main entrance barred. * 

His comrade now called loudly upon him for aid, and forgetful 
of every thing else, the discomfited trooper rushed to his assistance. 
One horse was instantly liberated, but the other was already 
frstened to the saddle of a Cow-Boy, and the four retired behind 
the building, outting furiously at each other with their sabres, simI 
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naldng iha air ngooiid with tbar imprecfttioiia. Cmmr threw IIm 
oi^ter door open, and pointiiig to the remaiiimg hone, tint vm 
quietlj UtiDg the &ded herfaegc of the kwn, he exolaiiDed^ 

«Kiin — now — ran — Mean Huiy, ran.'' 

**YeB/' cried the youth aa he Tanlted Into «he aaddle, ''now, 
indeed, my honeat fellow, la the time to ran.'' He bec k oned 
haatil J to hia fiUher, who atood at the window in apeechleaa anzietj, 
with hia handa extended towaida hia child in the attttnde of bene* 
difftion. and adding. ''God Ueaa too* Cnaar* aalnto the siria/' 
he daahed throng the gate, with the rapidity of lightning. 

The African watched him with anxietj aa he gained the hi^iwm j, 
aaw him incline to the ri^t, and riding foriooal j under the brow of 
aome rocka, which on thai aide roee perpendicularly, dia^ipear be> 
hind a projection, idiich aoon hid him froni view. 

The delighted CasBar doaed the door, poahing bolt after bolt, and 
toning the key nntal it woold torn no more, aolilocjniaing the whole 
time on the happy eaci^M of hia young maater. 

" How well he ride — teach him good deal myaelf-^aalute ayoong 
lady-^Miaa Fanny wouldn't let old ooloored man kiaa a red cheeL" 

When the fortune of the day waa decided, and the time anirad 
far the burial of the dead, two Cow-Boya and a Virginian were found 
in the rear of the Locusta, to be in c luded in the number. 

Happily for Henry Wharton, the eearrhing eyea of hia captor 
irere examining, through a pocket-gbae, the column of in&ntiy thai 
atill held ita poaition on the bank of the atream, while the remnante 
of the Heasian yagere were seeking ito friendly protection. Hia 
horse waa of the beat blood of Yirginia, and canned him with the 
awiftaeas of the wind along the TsUey ; and the heart of the youth 
waa already beating tumultnously with pleasure at hia delireranee^ 
when a well-known voice reached hia startled ear, crying aloud^- 

'< Bravely done. Captain! Don't spare the whip, and turn to 
your left before you croea the brook." 

Wharton turned hia head in aurpriae, and saw, sitting en the 
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point of a jvttnigrodc tkafc eonmanded a Uid^f ey« Hew of the ybI* 
Uj, lib fimner gnide, Hinej BiicL ffii p^ek^ mnoh dhninidwd 
in si»y Uy at the £wt of die pedtteTi wlio w»ved his hftt to the joatli^ 
ezoltinglji at the Utter flew hj him. The Eng^ah cuptain took the 
advioe of this m jaterioos bein^ aiid finding n good zosd, wbkk led 
to the hi^wsj thst inteisected the Tsllej, tamed down ill dixeetuo, 
and was soon apposite to his friends. The next minute he cro ssed 
the bridge, end stopped his ehaiger before his old aeqiisintsnes^ 
Colonel Wellmere. 

<< Captain Wharton!" exclaimed the astonished oommander of the 
English troops, '^dressed in mohsiry and moonted on a rebel dngooQ 
hoKM ! are joa from the deads in this attire, and in soch a style V 

''Thank GodT cried the jooth, recorering his breath, ''I am 
sifc, and have escaped from the hands of my enemies'; bat £:?« 
minutes since and I was a prisoner, and threatened with the gallows.'' 

"The gallows, Captain Wharton 1 sorely those tiaiton to the 
king would never dare to commit another mordcr in cold blood; is 
it not enoa^ that they took the life of Andrd J wherefore did th^ 
threaten you with a similar fate 1" 

** Under the pretence of a similar offence,'' said the aqptain, briefly 
explaining to the group of listeners the manner of his captore, the 
grounds of his personal apprehensions, snd the method of his escape. 
By the time ho had concluded his narration, the fugitive C^ermans 
were collected in the rear of the column of infimtry, and Colonel 
Wellmere cried aloud— 

« From my soul I oongratalate you, my brave friend; mercy is a 
quality with which these traitors are nuaoquainted, and yoa are 
doubly fortunate in escaping from their hands uninjured. Prepare 
yourself to grant me your assistance, and I will soon afford yoa a 
noble revenge." 

'^ I do not think there was danger of personal outrage to any maUi 
Colonel Wellmere, from a party that Major Dunwoodie oommands,** 
retamad young ^Vharton, with a slight glow on his Cms : ''his chat 
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racier is abore the impaiatioii of such an offence ; neither do I think 
it altogether prudent to cross .this brook into the open plain, in the 
£bu» of those Virginian horsey flushed as they most be "with the sue* 
cess thej have jnst obtained." 

. ''Do jon call the rout of those irregolais and these dnggish Hes- 
sians a deed to boast of 7" said the other with a oontemptaous smile : 
'^ jon speak of the affiur. Captain Wharton; as if yonr boasted Mr. 
Dnnwoodie, for Major he itf none, had discomfited the body goarda 
of your king." 

^ And I most be allowed to say. Colonel Wellmere, that if the 
body guards of my king were in yon field, they would meet a foe 
that it would be dangerous to despise. Sir, my boasted "MJt. Bnn- 
woodie is the pride of Washington's army as a cayalry officer," cried 
Henry, with warmth. 

'< Dunwoodio — ^Dunwoodie !" repeated the Colonel slowly ; ''surely 
I have met the gentleman before." • 

" I have been told you once saw him for a moment, at the town 
residence of my sisters," replied Wharton, with a lurking smile. 

" Ah I I do remember me of such a youth ; and does the most 
potent congress of these rebellious colonies intrust their soldiers to 
the leading of such a warrior I" 

"Ask the commander of yon Hessian horse, whether he thinks 
Major DunwQodie worthy of the confidence." 

Colonel Wellmere was far from wanting that kind of pride which 
makes a man bear himself bravely in the presence of his enemies. 
He had served in America a long time, without ever meeting with 
any but new raised levies, or the militia of the country. These 
would sometimes fight, and that fearlessly, but they as often chose 
to run away without pulling a trigger. He was too apt to judge 
from externals, and thought it impossible for men whose gaiters 
were so dean, whose tread so regular, and who wheeled with 
to much accuracy, to be beaten. In addition to all these, they 
wore Knglishmen, and their success was certain. Colonel Wellmere 
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had nerer been kept much m the field, or theee notacnsy which he 
had brought with him from home, and which had been greatly 
increaaed by the T^nnuing of a ganiaoned town, would hare long 
ainoe raniahed. He listened to the wann xeply of Ci^tain Wharton 
with a aaperdliooa amile, and then enquired-^ 

''Ton would not have ua rstirei air, beCore these boasted Itorao- 
men, without doing aomething that maj deprite them of part of the 
1^017 which you appear to think they have gvnedT' 

"I wouIdhaTeyouadTiaedi Cokmel Wellmere, of the danger yon 
aie about to encounter/' 

<< Danger ia but an unseemly word for a soldier/' continued the 
British commander with a sneer. 

''And one as little dieadod by the 60th aa any corps who wear 
the royal lirery/' cried Hcnxy Wharton, fiercely; ^'giTe but the 
word to charge, and let our actions speak." 

''Now again I know my young friend,'' said Wellmore, sooth- 
in^y ; " but if you hate any thing to say before we fight, that can 
in any manner help us in our attack, we'll listen. You know the 
force of the rebeb : are there more of them in ambuahT' 

** Yes," replied the youth, chafing still with the other's sneers, 
''in the skirt of this wood on our right are a small party of foot: 
their horse are all before you." 

" Where they will not continue long," cried Wellmere, turning 
to the &w offioera around him. "Gentlemen, we will cross the 
stream in column, and display on the plain beyond, or else we shall 
not be able to entice these Toliant Yankees within the reach of our 
muakelB. Captain Wharton, I claim your amistanee as an aide- 
decamp." 

The youth shook his head in disapprobation of a movement which 
his good sense taught him was rash, but prepared with alacrity to 
perform his duty in the impending triaL 

During thia conversation, which was held at a smaD distance in 
adiaaee of the British column, and in full Tiew of the Amerioaas 
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Dimwoodie bad been odUeoting his scatteied troopi- secaring jus few 
pxifloneniy did Tetirixig to the. ground where he had been posted at 
the first appearance of his enemy. Satisfied with the snocoss he 
had already obtainedyjand believing the En^iah too wary to give 
him an opportonity of harassing them fiurther, he was about to with- 
draw the guides; and^ leaving a strong party on the ground to 
watch the movement of the regulars, to &11 back a few miles, to a 
£Givourable pkoe for taking up his quarters for the night Captain 
Lawton was reluotsntly listening to the reasoning of his commander, 
and had brought out his fitvourite ghiss, to see if no opening could 
bo found for an advantageous attack, when he suddenly exclaimed— 
/'How's this? a blue coat among those scarlet gentry. As I 
hope to live to see old Yirginiay it is my masquerading friend of the 
60th, the handsome Captain Wharton, escaped from two of my 
^ best men V 

iSe had not done speaking when the survivor of these heroes 
joined his troop, bringing with him his own horse and those of the 
Cow-Boys; he reported the death of his comrade, and the escape 
of his prisoner. As the deceased was the immediate sentinel over 
the person of young Wharton, and the other was not to be blamed 
for defending the horses, which were more particularly under his 
care, his captain heard him with uneasiness, but without anger. 

This intelligence made an entire change in the views of Major 
Danwoodie. He saw at once that his own reputation was involved 
in the escape of his prisoner. The order to recall the guides was 
countermanded, and he now joined his second in command, watching 
as eagerly as the impetuous Lawton himself, for some opening to 
assail his foe to advantage. 

But two hours before, and Dunwoodie had felt the chance which 
made Henry Wharton his captive, as the severest blow he had ever 
sustained. Now he panted for an opportunity in which, by risking 
his own life, he might recapture his friend. All other considerations 
were lost in the goadings of a wounded spirit, and he might have 
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■ooQ emulated Lawton in hardibood, ttid, not WeUmeie and hii 
troops at thiB moment ooHed the biook into the open plain. 

<'Iheie/' cried the delighted Captain,, as he pointed ooi the 
movement with his finger, '' there eomes John Boll into the mouse* 
trap, and with eyes wide open.'' - • 

'< Sorely/' said Donwoodie, eagerly, ^he will not display his eo» 
Inmn on that flat : Wharton mnst tdl him of the amhosh. Bat if 
be does—" 

" We will not leaTS him a donn soond skins in his tsitalion,^* 

mtennnted the other, sorinmnff into his saddlfl ' 

The tmth was soon ^ipazent^ for the En^ish ednmn, after ad- 
Tuidng for a short distanoe on the level land, displayed with aa 
aocomcy that wonld have done them honoor on a field-day in their 
own Hyde Phrk. 

^'Prepare to moimt — mount!" cried Donwoodie; the last word 
being repeated by Lawton in a tone that rang in the ears of Gasar, 
who stood at the open window of the cottage. The Uack recoiled in 
dismay, having lost all his confidence in Cn^tain Lawton's timidity; 
lor he thought he yet saw him emeiging from his cover and waving 
his sword on high. • 

As the British line advanced slowly and in exact order, the goides 
opened a galling fire. It begsn to annoy that part of the royal 
troops which was nearest to them. Wellmere listened to the advice 
of the vetersn who was next to him in rank, and ordered two com- 
panies to dislodge the American foot firmn their hiding-place. The 
movement created a slif^t confusion; and Donwoodie seised the 
oppo r tun ity to charge. No ground could be more fiivourable for the 
manottvres of horse, and the attack of the Virginians was irresistible. 
It was aimed chiefiy at the bank opposite to the wood, in order to 
dear the Americana fh)m the fire of their friends who were concealed; 
and it was completely sncoeasfuL Wellmere, who waa on tho lefi 
of his line, was overthrown by the impetuous fury of his assailants. 
Dunwoodie was in time to save him from the impending blow of one 
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of hia men, and raiaed him from the ground, had him piaced on t 
horae, and delivered to the cnatod j of his otderlj. The officer wlio 
had su^ested the attack npon the guides had heen introsted with 
its exooation, bat the menace was sufficient for these iirogoiais. In 
fiict, tEeir duty was performed, and thej retired along the skirt of 
the wood, with intent to regain their horses, which had been left 
nnder a guard at the upper end of the valley. 

The left of the British line was outflanked by the Americans, 
who doubled in their rear, and thus made the rout in that quarter 
total. But the second in command, perceiving how the battle went^ 
promptly wheeled his party, and threw in a heavy fire on the dnv* 
goons, as they passed him to the charge ; with this party was Heniy 
Wharton, who had volunteered to assist in dispersing the guides : a 
boll struck his bridle-arm, and compelled him to change hands; As' 
the dragoons dashed by them, rending the air with their shouts, and 
with trumpets sounding a lively strain, the charger ridden by the 
youth became ungovernable — he plunged, reared, and his rider 
being unable, with his wounded arm, to manage the impatient ani« 
mal, Heniy Wharton found himself, in less than a minute, unwill- 
ingly riding by the side of Captain Lawton. The dragoon compre- 
hended at a glance the ludicrous dtuation of his new comrade, but 
had only time to cry aloud, before they plunged into the English 
line^ 

^'The horse knows the righteous cause better than his rider. 
Captain Wharton, you are welcome to the ranks of freedom.'' 

No time was lost^ however, by Lawton, after the charge was com- 
pleted, in securing his prisoner again ; and, perceiving him to be 
hurt, he directed him to be conveyed to the rear. 

The Virginian troopers dealt out their fiivonrs, with no gentle 
hands, on that part of the royal foot who were thus left in a great 
measure at their mercy. Dunwoodie, observing that the remnant 
«yf the Hesnans had again ventured on the plain, led on in pursuit^ 
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and etdlj orertaking tlieur li^t and halfAd hone8| aooa daskojad 
the mnainder of tho detaehment 

In the mean while, great numbers of the English, taking advan* 
tags of the smoke and eonfbsion in the field| were enabled to get in 
the rear of the body of their coontrymen, which still preserred its 
order in a line paraUel to the wood, bat which had been obliged to 
hold its fire, from the fear of injuring friends as well ss foes. The 
fngitiTes were directed to form a second line within the wood itself, 
and nnder cover of the trees. This arrangement was not jet com* 
pleted, when Captain Lawton called to a youth, who commanded 
the other troop left with that part of the force which remained on 
the ground, and proposed charging the unbroken line of the British. 
The proposal was as promptly accepted as it had been made, and 
the troops were arrayed for the purpose. The eagerness of their 
leader prevented the preparations necessary to ensure success, and 
the horse, receiving a destructive firo as they advanced, were thrown 
into additional confusion. Both Lawton and his more juvenile 
comrade fell at this discharge. Fortunately for the credit of the 
Virginians, Major Donwoodie re-entered the field at this critical 
^instant; he saw his troops in disorder; at his feet ky weltering in 
Uood Geoige Singleton, a youth endeared to him by numberless 
virtues, and Lawton was unhorsed, and stretched on the plain. The 
eye of the youthful warrior flashed fire. Riding between this 
squadron and the enemy, in a voice that reached the hearts of his 
dragoons, he recalled them to their duty. His presence and words 
acted like magic^ Tlie clamour of voices ceased; the line was 
formed promptly and with exactitude; the charge sounded; and, 
kd <» by their commander, the Yirguians swept scross the plain 
with an impetuosity that nothing could withstand, and the field was 
faistantly cleared of the enemy: those who were not destroyed 
sought a shelter in the woods. Dunwoodie slowly withdrew from 
the fire of the English who were covered by the trees, snd oom> 
manesd the painftil duty of eoDeoting his dead and woondod. 
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-Th&'eergeanty charged with condtictdng Hcniy Wharton to a place 
where he might procure surgical aid, set abont performing his duty 
with alacrity, in order to return as soon as possible to the scene of 
strife. The J had not reached the middle of -the plain, before the 
captain no^ced a man whose appearance and occupation forcibly 
arrested his attention. His head was bold and bare, but a well« 
powdered wig was to be seen, half-concealed, in the pocket of his 
breeches. His coat was off, a^4 ^ ^^™^ ^^^ naked to the elbow; 
blood had dis6guied much of his dress, and his hands, and even 
&CC, bore this mark of his profession; in his mouth was a segar; 
in his right hand some instruments of strange formation, and in his 
left the remnants of an apple, with which he occasionally relieyed 
the duty of the before-mentioned scgar. Ho was standing, lost in 
thoTontemplation of a Hessian, who lay breathless before him. At 
a little distance were three or four of the guides, leaning on their 
muskets, and straining their eyes in the direction of the combatants, 
and at his elbow stood a man who, from the implements in his hand, 
and his bloody Tcstments, seemed an assisbmt. 

^' There, sir, is the doctor,'' said the attendant of Heiuy, very 
coolly; ''he will patch up your arm in the twinkling of an eye;'' 
and beckoning to the guides to approodi, he whispered and pointed 
to his prisoner, and then gallopet\ furiously towards his com- 
rades. 

Wharton advanced to the side of thin strange figure, and observing 
himself to be unnoticed, was about to request his assistance, when 
the other broke silence in a soliloquy — a 

''Now, I know this man to have been killed by Captain Lawton, 
as well as if I had seen him strike the blow. How often have I 
strove to teach him the manner in which he can disable his adver- 
sary, without destroying life ! It is ciiiel thus unnecessarily to cut 
off the human race, and furthermore, such Mows as these render 
professiopal assistance unnecessary ; it ^\ h .1 n "^Tvr treating the 
lights of sdenoe with disrespect'' 
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^Itf ar, your Idsnre will admiV' b*><^ Henry WharioDy ''I mnsl 
beg joor atteotioii to a alight hurt'' 

^Ah r' cried the otheri etartiiigy aod •Tamming him fiom head to 
fbot^ << jou are fiom the field below; la there maeh bnaiiieaa there^ 
Birr * 

'^Indeed,'! anawered Henrj, aooepting the ofier of the anigeon to 
aanat in remoring hia coat, ^^'tia^ atiiring time, I oan aaaore yoo.^' 

^ Stiiring !" repeated the aorgeon, bnailj employed with hia dreaa* 
ingi; ''yon (p^e me great pleaaorei air; £nr ao long aa they can atir 
there mnat be life; and while there ia life, yon know, there la hope; 
but hero my art ia of no uae. I did pat in the braina of one potienty 
hot I rather think the man muat have been dead before I saw him. 
It ia a carioua caae, air; I will take you to see it-~only acroaa the 
fence there, where you may perceive ao many bodies together. Ah I 
the ball has glanced aroond the bone without shattering it; you are 
fortonato in felling into the hands of an old practitioner, or you 
might have lost thia limb." 

"Indeed!'' aaid Henry, with a alight nneaaness; "I did not 
apprehend the injury to be ao aeriooa." 

" Oh I the hurt is not bad, but you have such a pretty arm for an 
operadon ; the pleasure of the thing might have tempted a novice/' 

"The devil!" cried the Captain; "can there be any pleasure in 
mutilating a fellow-creature?" 

" Sir," said the surgeon, with gravity, " a scientific amputation ia 
a vexy pretty operation, and doubtless might tompt a younger man, 
in the hurry of business, to overlook all the particulars of the case." 

Further conversation was interrupted by the appearance of the 
dragoons, slowly marching towards their former halting-place, and 
new applications from the slightly wounded soldiers, who now came 
riding in, making hasty demands on the skill of the doctor. 

The guides touk charge of Wharton, and, with a heavy heart., the 
young man retraced his steps to his fether*s cottigi*. 

The English had lost in the several charges al out one^third of 
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fhmr todf but the. remamder were xalliod in the wood; and Don- 
woodioi peroeiTmg them to be loo strongl j posted to mmk^ had left 
a atrong party with Captain LawtoOi with orden to watoh their no* 
tiona^ and to aei» eveiy opportanitj to harua them befixe thej re* 
embarked* 

Intelligence had readied die Major of another partjr being out, by 
the waj of the Hndaon, and hia ddtj reqoiied thai he ahoold hold 
himself in readiness to defeat the intentions of these alao. G^^tain 
I^wton leeeiTed hia orders, with strong iiqanetions to mske no assaoh 
on the foe, nnless a &TOoraUe chanee shonld olfar. The iigory re> 
eeived by this officer was in the head, being stonned by a glancing 
bullet; and parting with a laughing declaration from the Major, thai 
if he again forgot himself, they ahoold all think him more materially 
hart, each took his own coarse. 

The British were a light party without baggage, thai had been 
sent oat to destroy certain stores, anderstood to be collecting for the 
nse of the American army. They now retired throogh the woods to 
the heights, and, keeping the route along their summits, in places 
nnnsesileble by cavalry, onmmeneed a retreat to their boats. 



CHAPTER Vni* 

^ Witli uTB uid iword UM ooontrjr rmidb 

Wu wasted &r uid wide; 
And many a childiiif moUier theiiv 

And ncw-bom iniant, died ; 
Bat things like tbeae, joo know, moat be 
At evBiy fiunooB vietocy.** 

Thb last aoundfl of the combat died on the ean of the aazioos listen* 
en in the cottage, and were soeceeded bj the stiUnees of soepenso. 
Fiancee had continued by herself, striving to exclode the nproar, 
and tainly endeavonring to summon resolntion to meet the dreaded 
nsolt The ground where the charge on the foot had taken place 
was but a short mile from the Locusts, and, in the intervals of the 
musketry, the cries of the soldiers had even reached the eats of its 
inhabitants. After witnessing the escape of his son, Mr. Wharton 
had joined his sister and eldest daughter in their retreat, and the 
three continued fearfully waiting for news from the field. Unable 
kmger to remain under the painful uncertainty of her situation, 
Ranees soon added herself to the uneasy group, and Caesar was di- 
rected to examine into the state of things without, and report on 
whose banners victory had alighted. The &ther now briefly related 
to his astonished children the circumstance and manner of their bro- 
ther's escape. They were yet in the freshness of their surprise, 
when the door opened, and Captain Wharton, attended by a couple 
of the guides, and followed by the black, stood before them. 

** Henry — my son, my son," cried the sgitated parent, stretching 
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oat lus annsy yet unable to riae from hia aeat; '^ what ia it I aee? 
are yoa again'* captive, and ia danger of your life V* 

<( The better fortune of these rebels hpa prevailed/' said the yoath, 
endeavouring to force a choerful smile, and taking a hand of each 
of hia distressed sisters. '' I strove nobly for my liberty; bat the 
perverse spirit of rebellion has even lighted on their horses. The 
steedl mounted carried me^ greatly against my will, I acknowledgSi 
into the very centre of Danwoodie's men.'' 

''And yoa were again captured/' continued the &ther, casting a 
fearful j^ance on the aimed attendants who had entered the room. 

''That^ sbr, you may safely say: this Mr. Lawton, who sees so 
far, had me in custody again immediately.'' 

'' Why you no hold 'em in, Massa Hany ?" cried Cnsar, pettishly. 

'.^ That," said Wharton, smiling, '' was a thing easier said than 
done, Mr. Csesar, especiaUy as these gentlemen" (glancing his eyes 
at the guides) ''had seen proper to deprive me of the use of my 
better aim." 

"Wounded I" ezdaimed both sisters in a breath. 

" A mere scratch, but diaabling me at a most critical moment,'' 
continued the brother, kindly, and stretching oat the injured limb 
to manifest the truth of his declaration. Csesar threw a look of 
bitter animositj on the irregular warriors who were thought to have 
had an agency in the deed, and left the room. A few more words 
Bu£Sced to explain all that Captain Wharton knew relative to the 
fortune of the day. The result he thought yet doubtful, for when 
he left the ground, the Yiiginians were retiring from the field of 
battle. 

" They had tree'd the sqoinel," said one of the sentinels abruptly, 
"and didn't quit the ground without leaving a good hound for the 
ehase, when he comes down." 

" Ay/' added his comrade, drily, "I'm thinking Captain Lawton 
will count the noses of what are left before they see their whale- 
boalB." 
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Rrancei had atood sup pur tii ig heradf bj-theltackofaeiuury dor* 
bg this dialogua, ffttching in farealhleai anziefey erciy ajlkhle as il 
was Attend; her eokmr changed rapidly; her limbs shook under 
her; until, with desperate xesoladony she enqoirod — 

*^Ib any offioer hort on^the— on either side T' 

**YeB/' answersd the man, cavalieriy, ''these soothem yonths 
are ao full of mettle, thai it'a seldom we fight bat one or two gets 
knocked orer; one of the wounded, who csme up before the troops, 
told m» that Captain Singleton was killed, and Major Dunwoodie — '' 

Frances heard no more, but fell li&less in the chair behind her. 
The attention of her friends soon leyiTed her, when the Captain, 
taming to the man, said, fearfully— 

''Sorely Major Dunwoodie is unhurt?'' 

" Never fisar him,'' added the guide, dlsr^arding the agitation of 
the fimuly; "they say a man who ia bom to be hanged wiU ncTei 
be drowned : if a bullet could kill the Major, he would bore been 
dead long ago. I was going to say, that the Major is in a sad taking 
because of the Cqytain's being killed; but had I known how much 
store the lady set by him, I wouldn't ha^e been so plain-spoken.'' 

Frances now rose quickly from her seat, with cheeks glowing with 
confusion, and, leaning on her aunt, was about to retire, when Dun« 
woodie himself appeared. The first emotion of the agitated girl was 
unalloyed happiness; in the next instant she shrank back appalled 
from the unusual expressi<Hi that reigned in his countenance. The 
stemness of battle yet sat on his brow; his eye was fixed and severe. 
The smile of affection that used to lighten his dark features on meet- 
ing his mistress, waa supplanted by the lowering look of care ; his 
whole soul seemed to be absorbed in one engrostung emotion, and he 
proceeded at once to his object 

" Mr. Wharton," he earnestly began, " in times like these, we 
need not stand on idle ceremony : one of my officers, I am afraid, is 
hurt mortally; and, presuming on your hospitality, I hare hnraght 
him to yoor door." 
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^I am happy, oTy that joa haye done bo" nid Mr. Wharton, at 
onoe pereeiviiig tho i]nportanoe.of oondliadng the American troops; 
^ the neoeaaitona are always welcome, and doubly so, in heing the 
fiiend of Major Donwoodie/' ' 

*^ Sir, I thank yon for myself, and in behalf of him who is nnable 
to render you hia thanks,'' retomed the other, hastily; ''if you 
please, we will have him conducted where the snigeoa may see and 
report upon his case, without delay." To this there could be no 
objection; and Frances felt a chill 4ii her heart, as her lover withr 
drew, without casting a solitary look on herself. 

There is a devotedness in female love that admits of no rivaliy. 
All the tenderness of the .heart, all the powers of the imagination, 
are enlisted in behalf of the tyrant passion ; and where all is given, 
much is looked for in return. Frances had spent hours of anguish, 
of torture, on account of Bunwoodie, and he now met her without a 
smile, and left her without a greeting. The ardour of her feelings 
was unabated, but the elasticity of her hopes was weakened. As tho 
supporters of the nearly lifeless body of Dunwoodie's fiiend passed 
her, in their way to the apartment prepared for his reception, she 
caught a view of this seeming rival. 

His pale and ghastly countenance, sunken eye, and difficult breath- 
ing, gave her a glimpse of death in its most fearful form. Dunwoo- 
die was by his side, and held his hand, ^ving fi«quent and stem 
injunctions to the men to proceed with care, and, in short, manifest- 
ing all the solicitude that the most tender fiiendship could, on such 
an occasion, inspire. Frances moved lightly before them, and, with 
an averted face, she held open the door for their passage to the bed ; 
it was only as the Major touched her garments, on entering the room, 
that she ventured to raise her mild blue eyes to his &ce. But the 
glance was unretumed, and Frances unconsciously sighed as she 
sought the solitude of her own apartment. 

Captain Wharton voluntarily gave a pledge to his keepers not to 
attempt again escaping, and then proceeded to execute those dutieSj 
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Ml behalf of his fiither, which were thought neceeBfuyin a hoet Oa 
entering the paasage for that pnrpoeey he met the opentor who had 
10 deztenmaljdiened hia arm, advaneing to the room of the woonded 



^'Ahr eried the disoiple of Eecolaphia, '<I see yon are dmng well; 
bat atop; have joa a pinf Nol here, I have one; joa moat keep 
the eold air from your hnrt^ or aome of the joongBtera will be at 
work at joa jet" 

" Gk)d forbid/' mattered the Captain, in an onder-tone, attentirelj 
adjusting the bandages; when Dunwoodie appeared at the door, 
impatiently crying alood— » 

'' Hasten, SitgreaTes, hasten; or Geoige Singleton will die from 
loss of blood." 

'<What! Singleton! God fofbidi Bless me— is it George — 
poor little George ?" exclaimed the surgeon, as he quickened his pace 
with evident concern, and hastened to the side of the bed ; *' he is 
alive, though, and while there is life there is hope. This is the first 
serious case I have had to^y, where the patient was not already 
dead. Captain Lawton teaches his men to strike with' so little di^ 
ereti<m-^^poor George — bless me, it is a musket buUct" 

The youthful sufferer turned his eyes on the man of science, and 
with a fiunt smile endeavoured to stretch forth his hand. There 
waa an appeal in the look and action that touched the heart of the 
operator. The surgeon removed his spectacles to wipe an unusual 
moisture from his eyes, and proceeded carefully to the discharge of 
his duty. While the previous arrangements were, however, making, 
he gave vent in some measure to his feelings, by savings- 

** When it is only a bullet, I have always some hopes ; there is a 
chance that it hits nothing vital ; but, bless me, Captain Lawton's 
men cot so at random — generally sever ^e jugular or the carotid 
artery, or let out the brains, and all are ao difl&cult to remedy — ^the 
patient mostly dying before one can get at him. I never had tuo- 
bot once in replacing a man's brains, although I h«fe tried 
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Ihxee this Teiy day. It is easy to teU wliera Lawton's troop ehazge 
in a botde^ Ihej cat 00 at nndom.'' 

-The group aioond the bed of Captain Singleton were too much 
accustomed to the manner of their surgeon to regard or t0 reply to 
his soliloquj; but 'they quietly awaited the moment when he wu to 
commence his examinatioQ. This now took pbcci and Dunwoodia 
stood looking the operator in the face, with an expreasion that seemed 
to read his souL The patient shrunk from the application of the 
probe^ and a smile stole oyer the features of the surgeon^ as he moti 
tered— 

'' There has been nothing before it in that quarter." He now 
applied himself in earnest to his work, took off his spectadesi and 
threw afflde his wig. All this time Dunwoodie stood in feverish 
silence, holding one of the hands of the su£Gerer in both his own, 
watching the countenance of Doctor Sitgreaves. At length Single- 
ton gave a slight groan, and the surgeon rose with alacrity, and said 
aloud — 

« Ahl there is some pleasure in following a bullet; it may be 
sud to meander through the human body, injuring nothing vital; 
but as for Captain Lawton's men — " « ^ 

^ Speak," inteiTupted Dunwoodie ; '' is there hope ?— can you find 
the baUr 

''It's no difficult matter to find that which one has in his hand, 
Major Dunwoodie," replied the surgeon, coolly, preparing his dress- 
ing9 ; '' it took what that literal fellow. Captain Lawton, calls a cir- 
cumbendibus, a route never taken by the swords of his men, not> 
withstanding the multiplied pains I have been at to teach him how 
to cut scientifically. Now, I saw a horse this day with his head 
half severed from his body." 

'' That," said Dunwoodid| as the blood rushed to his cheeks again, 
and his dark eyes sparkled with the rays of hope, '' was somie of my 
handiwork; I killed that horse myself." 
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''YoaV* OTclninM^ the sorgeon, dropping his drearing in SQipris>| 
'^yoa! but yon know it was a hone P' 

** I hid Boeh lospicioofly I own,'' nid the Major, smiling, and 
VddingabeTenigo to the lipsof hiflfriend. ' 

«< Such blowB alighting on the hmnan frame an fhtal,'' oontinned 
the Doctor, panning his bonnaiB; ''they set at nooght the benefits 
which flow from the li^ts of sdepoe; they are useless in a battle, 
for disabling your foe is all that is required. I haye sat^ Major 
Dunwoodie, many a cold hour, while Captain Lawton has been en* 
gaged, and after all my expectation, not a single case worth recordf 
ing has occurred — all scratches or death-wounds; ah I the sabre |b a 
sad weapon in unskilfril hands I Yes, Major Dunwoodie, many are 
the boon I have thrown away in endoaToniing to impress this truth 
on Captain John Lawton." 

The impatient Major pointed silently to his friend, and the sur- 
geon quickened his movements. 

''Ah! poor George, it is a narrow chance; but — '* he was inter- 
rupted, by a messenger requiring the presence of the commanding 
officer in the field. Dunwoodie pressed the hand of his friend, and 
beckoned the Doctor to follow him, as he withdrew. 

"What think youf" he whispered, on reaching the pasBage; 
"will he liver 

" He wilL" 

«Thank Oodl" cried the youth, hastening below. 

Dunwoodie for a moment joined the fomily, who were now col* 
lecting in the ordinaiy parlour. JSis fiioe was no longer wanting in 
miles, and his salutations, though hasty, were cordiaL He took no 
notice of the escape and recapture of Henry Wharton, but seemed 
to think the young man had continued where he had left him before 
the encounter. On the ground they hafl not met The English 
officer withdrew in haughty silence to a window, leaving the Major 
unintempted to make his communications. 

The excitement produced by the events of the day m the youthfbl 
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fteUngB of the . aistcn, had been succcedod by a langnor tbai kep4 
them both silent^ and DonirMxlie hold hia dtaooono with Miaa Pejton* 

''la there any hope, my oousini that yoor firisnd ean aorriTo hia 
woondr' aaid the lady^ adfaacing towaida her kinaman, withaamile 
of benerolent nfftd» 

'^ Every things my dear madam, emy thing,'' anawered the aol* 
dier cheerfully. ** SitgreaTea aaya he will lire, and he haa never 
deoeiTed me. 

^ Yoor pleaanra ia not mnch g r eate r than my own at thia intelli- 
genoo. Que ao dear to Major Donwoodie eaanoi ML to ezdte an 
intereat in the boeom of hia iiienda.'' 

^ Say one ao deae rv e dly dear, madam/' retomed the Major, with 
warmth : ''he ia the beneficent spirit of the corps, equally belored 
by ns all; so mild, so equal, so just, so generous, with the meekness 
of a lamb and the fondness of a dore — it ia only in the hour of battle 
that Singleton ia a lion." 

"You speak of him aa if he were your mistress. Major Dun> 
woodie," obaerred the smiling spinster, glancing her eye at her niece, 
who aat pale and listening, in a comer of the room. 

" I love him as one," cried the excited youth ; " but he requires 
care and nursing; all now depends on the attention he receives." 

" Trust me, sir, he will want for nothing under this roof." 

" Pudon me, dear madam ; you are all that ia benevolent, but 
Singleton requires a csre which many men would feel to be iricsome. 
It is at momenta like these, and in sni&rings like this, that the aok 
dier moat finds the want of female tenderness." As he spoke, he 
tnned his eyes on Frances with an expression that again thrilled to 
the heart of his mistress: she rose from her seat with burning 
cheeks, and said— 

" All the attention that can with propriety be given to a stranger, 
will be cheerfully bestowed on your friend." 

" Ahr cried the Blajor, shaking his head, "that cold word pro» 
priety will kill him; he must be foetered, cherished, soothod." 
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"These are ofBoea for a aster or a wife/' 

'''A eistcr V repeated the aoldier, the blood nuhing to his own 
face tnmoltnoiielj; <'a aster! he has a sister; and one that might 
be herfc with to-morrow's son.'' He paused, mnsed in silenoe, glanced 
his eyes nneaalj at Frsnoes, and mattered in an under tone—'' Sin- 
^eton requires it, and it mnst be done/' 

The ladies had watched his varying conntenanoe in some sorprise^ 
and 3IisB Peyton now observed that — 

''If there were a sister of Captain Singleton near them, her pre- 
senoe would be gladly requested both by herself and nieces." 

" It must be, madam; it cannot well be otherwise," replied Dun* 
woodie, with a hesitation that but ill agreed with his former decla- 
rations ; " she shall be sent for express this rery night" And then, 
as if willing to change the subject, he approached Captain Wharton, 
and continued, mildly^* 

" Henry Wharton, to me honour is dearer than life ; but in your 
hands I know it can safely be confided; remain hero unwatched^ 
until we leave the county, which will not be for some days." 

The distance in the manner of the English officer vanished, and 
taking the offisred hand of the other, he replied with warmth— 
" Your generous confidence, Peyton, will not be abused, even though 
the gibbet on which your Washington huag Andrd be ready for my 
own execution." 

"Henry, Henry Wharton," said Dunwoodie reproachfully, "you 
little know the man who leads our armies, or you would have spared 
him that reproach; but duty calls me without I leave yon where 
I could wish to stay myself, and where you cannot be wholly 
unhappy." 

In passing Frances, she received another of those smiling lodoi 
of afbction she so much prised, and for a season the impression 
made by his appearance after the battle was forgotten. 

Among the veterans that had been impelled by the times to 
abandon the quiet of age ftr the service of their oountiy, was 
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Colonel Singleton, He ttu a native of Geor;g^ and had been for 
the earlier years of his life 'a soldier by profession. When the 
struggle fbr liberty oonunenced, he otfsred his services to his 
ooontiy, and from respect to his ehamoter theyhad been accepted, 
flis years and health had, however, prevented his discharging the 
actiye daties of the field, and he had been kept in command of 
different posts of trusty where his coontry might reodve the benefits 
of his TigiLmce snd fidelity without inconTenience to himselt For 
the last year he had been introsted with the passes into the High- 
lands, and was now quartered, with his daughter, but a short day's 
march above the Tslley where Donwoodie had met the enemy. 
His only other child was the wounded ofiicer we have mentioned. 
Thither, then, the Major prepared to despatch a messenger with the 
unhappy news of the Captain's sitoadon, and charged with such an 
invitation from the ladies as he did not doubt would speedily bring 
tho rister to the couch of her brother. 

This duty perfonned, though with an unwillingness that only 
could make his fonner anxiety more perplexing, Donwoodie pro- 
ceeded to the field where his troops had halted. The remnant of 
the English were already to be seen, over the tops of the trees, 
marching along the heights towards their boats, in compact order 
and with great watchfulness. The detachment of the dragoons 
under Lawrton were a short distance on their fiank, eagerly awaiting 
a fitvourable moment to strike a bbw. In this manner both parties 
were soon lost to view. 

A short distance above the Looosts was a small hamlet, where 
several roads intersected each other, and from which, consequently, 
access to the surrounding country was easy. It was. a &Toarita 
halting-plaoe of the horse, and frequently held by the light parties 
of the American army during their excursions below. Dnnwoodie 
had been the first to discover its advantages, and as it was necessary 
for him to remain in the county until frirther orders from above, it 
cannot be supposed he overlooked them now. To this place the 
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troops urere directed to retire^ cenying wiik them their woonded; 
ptrtiM were already emplojed in the and duty of interring the dead. 
In T«ffcHng theae anangementay a new object of embarraasment pre* 
asnted itaelf to our jonng adidier. In moving throogh the field, 
he waa ateiek with the appeanmoe of Colonel WeOmere, aeated by 
himaelf, brooding over hia miaCbrtonea, uninterr up ted by any thing 
bni the paaaing civilitiea of the American oiScen. Hia anxiety on ^ 
behalf of Singleton had hitherto baniahed the recollection of hir 
eaptiYe from the mind of Donwoodie, and he now approached him 
frith apologiea for hia nen^ect The Engliahman reoeiTed hia conr- 
teaiea with coolneaai and complained of being injured by what he 
affected to think waa the accidental atombling of hia horae. Don- 
woodie, who had aeen one of hia own men ride him down, and that 
with very little ceremony, alif^tly amiled, aa he'ofered him aorgical 
aaaiatance. Thia coold only be procored at the cottage, and thither 
they both proceeded. 

** Colonel Wellmere V cried yoong Wharton in aatoniahment aa 
they entered, '<haa the fixrtone of war been thus cniel to yon alaof 
—but yon are welcome to the honae of my &lher, although I codd 
wiah the introduction to have taken place under more happy droom- 
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Mr. Wharton receiTed thia new goeat with the guarded cantion 
that distinguiahed hia manner, and Dmiwoodie left the room to seek 
the bedside of hia friend. Ereiy thing here looked pn^tioua, and 
he acquMuted the anigeon that another patient waited hia akill in 
the room below. The aound of the word waa enough to set the 
doctor in motion, and aeiiing hia implementa of office, he went in 
queat of thia new applicant At the door of the parlour he waa met 
by the ladiea, who were retiring. Miaa Peyton detained him for a 
moment^ to enquire into the welfrre of Captam Singleton. Francea 
amiled with aomething of her natoral archnesa of manner, aa ahe 
contemplated the grotesque appearance of the bald-headed practi- 
tioner; but Sarah waa too much agitated, with the anrpriae of the 

6 
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uneipeeted interview with the Britiah Colcme!, to obeerre him. It 
baa already been intimated that Colonel Wellmere iraa an old 
acquaintance of the fiunilj. Sarah had been ao long abaent friim ^ 
the dtji that ahe had in aome measuie been banished from iLe j 
xemembranoe of the gentleman; but the reoolleetiona of Sarah were 
more vivid. There ia a period in the life of eveiy woman when ahe 
may be aaid to be prediapoaed to lovo; it ia at the happy age when 
Infimoj ia loat in opening miitarity — when the goileleaa heart beata 
with thoae anticipationa of li& which the truth can never realize— 
and when the imagination Ibrma imagea of perfection that are copied 
after ita own nnaullied viaiona. At thia happy age Sarah left the 
dty, and ahe had brought with her a picture of futurity; fiuntly 
impreaaed, it ia true^ but which gained durability £rom her aelitudey * 

and in which Wellmere had been placed in the foreground. The 
anxpriae of the meeting had in aome measure oyerpowercd her, and 
after receiYing the aaluiationa of the colonel; she had riaeu; in com- 
pliance with a aignal from her obaervant aunt; to withdraw. 

'< TheU; air,'' observed Miaa PeytoU; after liatening to the surgeon's 
account of hia young patient^ ''we may be flattered with the ezpeo 
tation that he will recover.^' 

'' 'T ia certain; madam;" returned the doctor; endeavouring, out of 
xeapeot to the ladiea; to repkce hia wig; '''tis certain, with care and 
good nuraing." 

''In thoae he ahall not be wanting," said the spiuater; mildly. 
" Every thing we have he can command; and Major Dunwoodie haa 
deapatched an express for hia aiater." 

" Hia aister 1" echoed the practitioner; with a look of particular 
meaning; "if the Major haa aent for her; she will come." 

" Her brother'a danger would induce her; one would ima^ne." 

"No doubt; madam;" continued the doctor; laconically; bowing 
low; and giving room to the ladiea to pass. The worda and the 
manner were not loat on the younger aiater; in whose preaence the 
name of Dunwoodie waa never mentioned unheeded. 



THE spy. # 123 

^&x" erkd Dr. SitgroATWi on enteriog the parlour, addxeaiiDg 
Unuelf to the only ooai of aoarlet in the room, '< I am adTiaed jott 
.are in want of mj aid. Ood aend 'tie not Captain Lawton with 
' whom jou oame in contact^ in which eaae I may be too kte.'' 

''There moat be aome miatake, air/' aaid WeUmere, han^tily; 
''ii waa a aorgeon that Migor Dnnwoodie waa to aend me, and nol 
an old i^oman.'' 

M'TiaDr. SitgreaTea," aaid Henry Wharton, qoiekij, though with 

diificnltf auppreaaing a langh; '' the moltitode of hia engngementi^ 

to<day, haa prerented hia uaoal attention to hia attire." 

s. '' Yoor pardon, air," added Wellmere, Teiy nngracioaaly proceed* 

ing to lay aaide hia coat, and exhibit what he called a wonnded arm. 

"I^ air," aaid the aorgeon, drily, ''the dcgreea of Edinburgh- 
walking yoor London hoepitala — ampotating some hondreds of limba 
-^operating on the homan finme in every shape that ia warranted 
by the lighta of aoienoe, a clear conscience, and the commiasion of 
the Continental Congreea, can make a aorgeon, I am one." 

''Yoor pardon, air," repeated the Colonel, atiffly. "Captain 
Wharton haa aoooonted for my error." 

" For which I thank Captain Wharton," aaid the soigeon, pro* 
eeeding coolly to arrange hia ampotating inatromenta, with a formal* 
ity that made the Colonel's blood ran oold. " Where are you horl^ 
sirf What I ia it then this scmtch in your ahoolderf In whal 
manner might you hove received thia wound, sir ?" 

" From the sword of a rebel dragoon," said the Colonel, with 
emphaaia. 

"Never. Even the gentle Geoige Singleton would not have 
breathed on you ao harmlessly." He took a piece of stickiDg-plaster 
firom hia pocket, and applied it to the part " There, sir; thai wiU 
anawer yoor porpose, and I am certain it ia all that ia reqoired 
of me." 

" What do yoo take to be my purpose, then, sir ?" 

^To report yoorself woonded in yoor despatches," replied the 



v» 



124 THE SPY. 

. doetar,iriih great steadiness; ^andyoamajsajtliat an ddwomas 
dxessed youf hurts — for if one did not, one easilj might!" 

^ Yezy extniordinaiy language/' muttered the Englishman. 

Here Capftain Wharton inteifered; and, hj explaining the mistako 
of Colonel Wellmere to proceed from his initated mind and pain of 
lodj, he in part snooeeded in mollifying the insulted pmctitionary 
who consented to look further into the hurts of the other. They 
were chiefly bruises firom his fiJl| to whieh Sitgreaves made some 
hasty appUcationSi and withdrew. . . 

The horse, having taken their xequired lefreshment, prepared to 
fiJl back to their intended position, and it became incumbent on 
Bunwoodie to anange the disposal of his prisoners. Sitgreaves he 
determined to leave in the cottage of Mr. Wharton, in attendance on 
Captain Singleton. Henry came to him with a request that Colonel 
Wellmere might also be left behind, under his parole, until the 
troops marched higher into the country. To Ihis the Major cheer* 
fully assented; and as all the rest of the prisoners were of the vulgar 
herd, they were speedily collected, and, under the care of a strong 
guard, ordered to the interior. The dragoons soon after marched; 
and the guides, separating in small parties, accompanied by patroles 
from the horse, spread themselves across the country, in such a man^ 
ner as to make a chain of sentinels from the waters of the Sound to 
those of the Hudson.* 

Dunwoodie had lingered in front of the cottage, after he paid his 
parting compliments, with an unwillingness to return, that he thought 
proceeded from his solicitude for his wounded friends. ' The heart 
which has not become callous, soon sickens with the glory that has 
been purchased with a waste of human life. Peyton Dunwoodie, 
left to himself, and no longer excited by the visions which youthful 
ardour had kept before him throughout the day, began to feel there 
were other ties than those which bound the soldier within the lig^ 

• The floena of tfaia tnto is between theae two waters, which are but a few 
miloe from each other. - . - 
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rules of honmir. He did not imrer in Iiia iutj, jet he ftlt haw * 
stnNug WIS the temptation, ffis blood had ceased to flow with th« ^'^ 
impulse created by the battle. The stem expression of his eje gm- 
doallj gaTB place to a look of softness; and his reflections on the 
Tictory brought with them no satisfiiction that compensated for the 
sacrifices by which it had been purchased. While turning his last 
lingering gase on the LoccstSy he remembered only that it oontained 
all that he most Talued. ' The friend of his youth was a prisoneri 
under circumstances that endangered both life and honour. The 
gentle companion of his toils, who could throw around the rude en* 
joyments of a soldier the graceful mildness of peace, lay a bleeding 
Ticdm to his success. The image of the maid who had held, during 
the day, a disputed sorercignty in. his bosom, again rose to his yiew 
with a loveliness that banished her rival, gloiy, fipm his mind. 

The last lagging trooper of the corps had already disappeared be* 
hind the northern hill, and the Major unwillingly turned his horse 
in the same direction. Frances, impelled by a restless inquietude, 
now timidly yenturcd on the piazza of the cottage. The day had 
been mild and clear, and the sun was shining brightly in a cloudless 
sky. The tumult, which so lately disturbed the Talley, was suc- 
ceeded by the stillness of death, and the fliir scene before her looked 
as if it had never been marred by the passions of men. One solitary 

doud, the collected smoke of the contest, hung over the field ; and 

• 

this was gradually dispersing^ leaving no vestige of the conflict above 
the peaceful graves of its victims. All the conflicting feelings, aU 
the tumultuous circumstances of the eventful day, appeared like the 
deceptions of a troubled vision. Frances turned, and caught a glimpse 
of the retreating figure of him who had been so oonspicuous an actor 
in the scene, and the illunon vanished. She recognised her lover, 
and, with the truth, came other recollections that drove her to the 
loom, with a heart as sad as that which Dunwoodie himself bors 
from the valley. 
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A moment gazed adown the dale, 
A moment eniiffM the tainted gale, 
A moment lieten'd to the cry. 
That thacken*d as the chaae drew nigh 
Then, as the headmost foe appear'd. 
With one brars bouid the copee he clear'd. 
And, stretching fbrward free and far. 
Sought the wild heaths of Uam- Var. 

Walter SeatL 

The party under Captain Lawton had watched the retiring foe to 
hiB boats with the moat unremitting ^gilanoe, without finding any 
fit opening for a charge. The experienced aaocesaor of Colonel 
Wellmere knew too well the power of his enemy to leave the nneven 
snr&oe of the heights, nntil compelled to descend to the level of the 
water. Before he attempted this hazardous movement, he threw 
his men into a compact square, with its outer edges bristling with 
bayonets. In this position, the impatient trooper well understood 
that brave men could never be assailed by cavalry with success, and 
he was reluctantly obliged to hover near them, without seeing any 
opportunity of stopping their slow but steady march to the beach. 
A small schooner, which had been their convoy from the city, ky 
with her guns bearing on the place of embarkation. Against this 
oombination of force and discipline, Lawton had sufficient prudence 
to see it would be folly to contend, and the English were sufiered to 
embark without molestation. The dragoons lingered on the shore 
till the last moment, and then they reluctantly commenced their own 
retreat back to the main body of the corps. 

(126) 
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The gathering mists of the evening had legnn to darken the Tal- 
lejy as the detachment of Lawton made its re^ppearancOy at its 
southern eztreinity. The march of the troops was b1oW| and their 
line extended, for the benefit of ease. In the front rode theCaptain, 
nde by side with his senior subaltern, apparently engaged in dose 
conference, while the rear was brought up by a young comet, hum- 
ming an air, and thinking of the sweets of a straw bed after the 
fiidgues of a hard da/s duty. 

<<Then it struck you too?" said the Captain. ^The instant I 
pboed my eyes on her, I remembered the &ce; it is one not easily 
forgotten. By my faith, Tom, the girl does no discredit to the Ma- 
jor's taste." 

^'She would do honour to the corps," replied the lieutenant, 
with some warmth; ''those blue eyes might easily win a man to 
gentler employments than this trade of ours. In sober truth, I can 
easily imagine, such a girl might tempt eren me to quit the broad« 
sword and saddle, for a darning-needle and pillion." 

''Mutiny, sir, mutiny," cried the other, laug^iing; "what, you, 
Tom Mason, dare to rival the gay, admired, and withal rich, Major 
Dunwoodie in his love I You, a lieutenant of cavaliy, with but one 
horse, and he none of the best! whose captain is as tou^ as a pep- 
erage log, ao'i has as many lives as a cat" 

" Faith," said the subaltern, smiling in his torn, " the log may 
yet be split, and Grimalkin loee his lives, if you often charge as 
madly as you did this morning. What think you of many n^ from 
such a beetle as laid you on your back to^y?" 

" Ah ! don't mention it, my good Tom; the thooj^t makes my 
head ache," replied the other, shrugging up his shoulders; ** it is 
what I call forestalling night." 

"The night of deaths 

"No, sir, the night that foQows day. I saw myriads of stan, 
thingi which should hide their hces in the presence of the loidly 



129 THE SPY. 



son. I do \HiDk nothing but this thick aqp oiYed me finr jour oom* 
fort a little Ifingeri mangre the cat^B liyes.'^ 

''I hare much reason to be obliged to the eap/' said Maflon, dxilj; 
'* that or the dcnll mnst have had a reaaonahle portion of thiokneaa, 
I admit" 

f^ (kme, oomey Tom, joa are a lioenaed joker, ao I'll not feign 
anger with yon,'' returned the Captain, good^hmnooredlj; /'bat 
Singleton's lieutenant, I am fearful, will fiire better than joozaelf 
for this day's service." 

^I belieye both of us will be spared the pain of receiTing promo- 
tion purchased by the death of a comrade and friend," observed 

* 

Mason, kindly; 'Mt was reported that Sitgreaves said he woold 
Uve." 

''From my soul I hope so," exclaimed Lawton : '^fer a beardless 
feoe, that boy carries the stoutest heart I have ever met with. It 
soiprises me, howeyer, that, as we both fell at the same instant, the 
men behayed so welL" 

'' For the compliment, I might thank you," cried the Lieutenant 
with a laugh; ''but modesty forbids; I did my best to stop them, 
but without success." 

" Stop them l" roared the Captain; "would you stop men in the 
middle of a charge 7" 

"I thougjht they were going the wrong way," answered the 
sobaltem* 

"Ahl oar fell drove them to the right about?" 

"It was either yoor fell, or apprehensions of their own; until 
the l^Iajor rallied us, we were in admirable disorder." 

" Dunwoodie I the Major was on the crupper of the Dutchman." 

" Ah I but he managed to get off the crupper of the Dutchman. 
He came in, at half-speed, with the other two troops, and riding 
between us and the enemy, with that imperative way be has when 
roused, brou^t us in line in the twinkling of an eye. Then it was,'* 
added the Lieutenant^ with animation, " that we sent John Bull to 
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the budiafl. Oh I it ww a sweet ohaige — heads and iul% until we 
were upon them. 

""Thederill What a oig^t I miaedr 
I "Yon Bkpt throng^ it alL" 

<< Yea," retimed the other, with a o^; ^'itwaa all loat to me 
and poor (}eofge Singleton. Bat, Tom, what will Oeorge'a aiater 
aaj to this fiur-haixed maiden, in yonder white building T' 

^Hang herself in her garten," aaid the sobaltein. ^I owe a 
proper respeet to my snperion, but two sooh angeb are more than 
jnstly fidls to the share of one man, nnlese he be a Turk or 
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^Yes, j9Bf" said the Captain, quickly, ^the Miyor is ever 
preaching morality to the yoongiters, bat he is a sly fellow in the 
main. Do yon obserre how fond he is of the cross roads ahore this 
Talley f Now, if I were to halt the troops twice in the same place, 
yoa woald all swear there was a petticoat in the wind.'' 

<^Yoa are well known to the corps." 

''Well, Tom, a slanderoos prop e nsitf is inonable— but,'' 
stretching forward his body in the direction he was gasing^ as if to 
aid him in diwtingniahing objects throogh the darkness, ''whal 
snimal is moving throogh the field on oor ri^tf" 

"'Tis a man," said Mason, looldng intently at the sospioioas 
object 

'^ By his hnmp 'tis a dromedaiy I" added the Ci^»tain, eyeing it 
keenly. Wheeling his horse suddenly fiom the hi^way, he 
eiclaimed — '' Harrey Bizoh I— tske him, dead or alive I" 

ft 

Msson and a &w of the leading dragoons only understood the 
sadden ay, but it was heard throughout the line. A dosen of the 
men, with the Lientonant at their head, followed the impetooos 
Lawtoo, and their speed threatened the parsoed with a sadden 
minaticn of the race. 

Bireh prudently kept his position on the rock, where be had 
by the passing {^anoe of Heniy Wharton, until evening had 

6* 
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I ^gon to Bhroad the soRoimcliiig objects in daxknen. From this 
height he had seen all the events of the day as they ooonrred. He 
had watched, with a beating heart, the departore of the troops under 
D o nw o odie, and with difficulty had curbed his impatience until the 
obeourity of night should render his moving free from danger. He 
had not, however, completed a fourth of his way to his own resi- 
dence, when his quick ear distinguished the tread of ^e approaching 
horse. Trusting to the increasing darkness, he detennined to per- 
severe. By crouching and moving quickly along the surface of the 
ground, he hoped yet to escape unseen. Captain Lawton was too 
much en g ro sse d with the foregoing oonversation to suiler his eyes to 
indulge in their usual wandering; and the pedler, perceiving by the 
voices that the enemy he most feared had passed, yielded to his 
impatience, and stood erect, in order to make greater p rogress. 
The moment his body arose above the shadow of the ground, it was 
seen and the chase commenced. For a single instant, Birch was 
helpless, his blood curdling in his veins at the imminence of the 
danger, and his legs refusing their natural and necessary office. 
But it was only for a moment Casting his pack where he stood, 
and instinctively tightening the belt he wore, the pedler betook 
himself to flight He knew that by bringing himself in a line with 
his pursuers and the wood, his form would be lost to sight This 
he soon effected, and he was straining every nerve to gain the wood 
itself, when several horsemen rode by him but a short distance on 
his left, and cut him off from this place of refuge. The pedler 
threw himself on the ground as they came near him, and was passed 
unseen. But delay, now, became too dangerous for him to remain 
in that position. He accordingly arose, and still keeping in the 
shadow of the wood, along the skirts of which he heard voices 
crying to each other to be watchful, he ran with inaudible speed in 
a parallel line, but in an opposite direction, to the march of the 
dragoons. 
The confusion of the chase had been heard by the whole of the 
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HMO, ibaof^ none distinotly tindentood the ocdar of Lawton 1ml 
tboie who followed. The remainder were lost in doubt as to the 
dnt^ that was required of them; and the aforesaid eoiiiet was 
makiDg eager enquiries of the trooper near him on the snbjeet^ when 
a man, at a short distanee in his rear, crossed the road at a single 
bowML At the same instant, the stentorian Toioe of Lawton rang 
thioogh the valley, shonting*— 

^Harrej Birch -^take him, dead or aliTeT 

Fifty pistols lighted the scene, and the ballets whistled in ereiy 
direction ronnd the head of the devoted pedler. A feeling of 
de^iair seised his heart, and in .the bitterness of that momani 
ha exclaimed*- ^ 

^'Hunted like a beast of the forestr 
I He felt life and its accompaniments to be a burden, and was abonl 
to yield himself to his enemies. Nature, howerer, prsTailed. If 
tiken, there was great reason to apprehend that he would not be 
honoured with the forms of a trial, but that most probably the mon- 
ing sun would witness his ignominious execution ; for he had slready 
be«i condemned to death, and had only esesped that fiite by strata 
gem. These considerations, with the approaching footsteps of his 
pursuers, roused him to new exertions. He again fled before them. 
A finsgment of a wall, that had withstood the ravages made by war 
in the adjoining fences of wood, fortunately crossed his path. He 
hardly had time to throw his exhausted limbs over this barrier, 
before twenty of his enemies reached its opposite side. Their horses 
refused to take the leap in the dsrk, and amid the confusion of the 
rearing chargers, and the execratioDs of their riders. Birch was 
enabled to gain a sight of the base of the hill, on whose summit 
was a place of perfect security. The heart of the pedler now beat 
hi|^ with hope, when the voice of Captain lawton again rang in his 
cars, shouting to his men to make room. The order was obeyed, 
and the fearless trooper rode at the wall at the top of his hone's 
speed, plunged die rowala in his charger, and flew osar the obitBcls 
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in safety. The inomphant hunalia of the meny and the thundering 
tread of the lunne, too plainlj aanued the pedler of the emergenoy 
of his danger. He ma nearly ezhaastedi and his fiite no longef 
seemed doabtfoL I 

<<Stop^ or dieT' ma uttered abore his head, and in fearfol 
projdniity to hia eara. 

Harvey stole ft glance over hia shoolder, and saw, within ft boond 
of him, the man' he most dreaded. By the light of the stars he 
beheld the uplifted arm and the threatening sabre. Feari ezhans- 
tion. and desnair. seiied his heart, and the intended victim fell at 
the &et of the dragoon. The hone df Lftwton stnxck the prostate 
pedler, and both steed and rider came violently to'the earth. 

As quick as thought, Birch was on his feet again, with the sword 
of the discomfited dragoon in his hand. Yengeanoe seems but too 
natural to human passions. There are few who have not felt the 
seductive pleasure of making our injuries recoil on their anthoFB; 
and yet there are some who know how much sweeter it is to return 
good for eviL 

All the wrongs of the pedler shone on his brain with ft dazding 
brightness. For ft moment the demon within him prevailed, and 
Birch brandished the powexfnl wei^on in the air; in the next^ it 
fell harmlewi on the reviving but helpless trooper. The pedler va- 
nished up the side of the Mendly rock. 

''Help Captain Lawton, there T cried Mason, as he rode up, fol* 
lowed by ft dozen of his men; '' and some of you dismount with me, 
and search these rooks; the villain lies here concealed." 

''Hold I" roared the discomfited Captain, zaisiug himself with 
difficulty on his feet; "if one of you dismount, he dies. Tom, my 
good fellow, you will help me to straddle Boanoke again.'' 

The astonished subaltern complied in silence, while the wondering 
dragoons remained as fixed in their saddles, as if they composed part 
of the animftls they rode. 

" Tou are much hurt^ I fear,'' said Mason, with something of 
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•o n d ol e n oa in hia manner, as tliej re-entered the luj^wmyi and 
biting off tlie end of a aegar fiir the want of a better quality of 
tobaeoo. 

^ Something ao, I do beliere/' replied the Obtain, catching hia 
hreathi and apeaking with difficulty; ''I wiah oar bon»«etter waa 
al hand, to examine into the atate of my riba.'' 
^ '^Sit^rearea ia left in attendance on Captain Sinj^Um, at the 
hooae of Mr. Wharton." 

<'Then there I halt for the ni^t, Tom. Theae rode timea moat 
abridge ceremony; beaidea, yon may remember the old gentleman 
profeaaed a kinaman'a regard for the coipa. I can never think of 
paaaing ao good a friend without a halt" 

<< And I will lead the troop to the Four ConierB; if we all hall 
there, we ahall breed a fimune in the land." 

''A conditioa I never desire to be pkoed in. The idea of thai 
graceful spinater'a cakea ia no bad aolace for twentj-four houra in 
the hoepitaL" 

^ Oh 1 you won't die if you can think of eating," aaid Ma8on,with 
a lao^ 

^I should surely die if I could not," obserred the Captain, 
grayely. . 

'^ Captain Lawton," aaid the orderly of hia troop, riding to the 
aide of hia commanding officer, '' we are now paasbg the houae of 
the pedler apy; ia it your pleasure that we bum it?" 
* '^Nol" roared the Captain, in a Toioe that startled the diaa^ 
pointed aeijeant ; ''are you an incendiary T would you bum a houae 
in cold blood? let but a spark approach, and the hand that cairiea 
it will ncTcr light another." 

.''Zounda!" muttered the aleepy comet in the rear, aa he waa 
nodding on hia horae, " there is life in the Captain, notwithstanding 
hia tumble." 

Lawton and Mason rode on in silence, the latter ruminating on 
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die wonderfdL change produced in Iiis commander bj his fall, when 
the J arrived opposite to the gatia before the residenoe of Mr. Whar- 
ton. The troop continued its march ; but the Captain and his Lien* 
tenant dismounted, and, followed by the servant of the former, they 
proceeded slowly to the door of the cottage. 

Colonel Wellmere had already sought a retreat in his own room ; 
Mr. Wharton and his son were closeted by themselves; and the 
ladies were administering the refreshments of the teartable to the 
surgeon of the dragoons, who had seen one of his patients in his bed, 
and the other happfly enjoying the comforto of a sweet sleep. A 
few natural enquiries from Miss Peyton had opened the soul of the 
doctor, who knew every individual of her extensive family connec- 
tion in Virginia, and who even thought it possible that he had seen 
the lady herself. The amiable spinster smiled as she felt it to be 
improbable that she should ever have met her new acquaintance 
betbre, and not remember his singularities. It, however, greatly 
relieved the embarrassment of their situation, and something like a 
discourse was maintained between them ; the nieces were only listen- 
ers, nor could the aunt be said to be much more. 

'^ As I was observing, Miss Peyton, it was merely the noxious 
vapours of the low lands that rendered the plantation of your brother 
an unfit residence for man; but quadrupeds were — " 

''Bless me, what's that ?" said Miss Peyton, turning jMde at the 
report of the pistols fired at Birch. 

** It sounds prodigiously like the concussion on the atmosphere 
made by the explosion of fire-anns," said the surgeon, sipping his 
tea with great indifference. ''I should imagine it to be the troop 
of Captain Lawton returning, did I not know the Captain never uses 
the pistol, and that he dreadfully abuses the sabre." 

''Merciful providence !'' exclaimed the agitated maiden, ''he 
would not injure one with it certainly .'' 

" Injure r repeated the other quickly: "it is certain death, mi^ 
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dm; the most nodom blows inaginaUe; all tfaaileanflijioliini 
will hare no efleci." 

^Bnt Gi^yteiii Lawton la the officer we saw thia moramgi and ia 



anrely your fiiend,'' aaid Franoea, haatilyy obaemng ber amt to be 
aeiioiial J alatmed. 

«! find no &iilt witb bia want of fiiendahip; the man ia well 
enon^ if be would leam to cat adentifioally. All tnMka, madam, 
ong^t to be allowed to Uto; bat what ia to become of a aoxgeoni if 
bia patienta are dead before be aeea them !" 

The doctor continoed barangoing on the probabilitj and unprobft* 
bilitj of ita being the retaming troop, ontQ a load knock at the door 
gafe new alarm to the ladiea. InatinctiTel j laying bia band on a 
amall saw, that bad been bia companion for the whole day, in the 
Tain expectation of an ampatation, the aorgeony coolly aaaaiing the 
ladiea that he would atand between them and danger, proceeded in 
peraon to answer to the aommooa. 

'' Captain LawtonT exclaimed the sargeon, aa he beheld the 
trooper leaning on the arm of bia sabaltem, and with diffioolty 
eroaaing the threshold. 

^Ah! my dear bone-eetter, ia it yoa? Yoa are here itrj 
fortunately to inapect my caroaaa; but do lay aaide that raacally 
aawr 

A few words from Mason explained the nature and manner of his 
Captain's hurts, and Miaa Peyton cheerfuUy accorded the required 
accommodations. While the room intended for the trooper waa ge^ 
ting ready, and the doctor waa giving certain portentoua ordera, the 
Captain waa invited to rest himself in the parlour. On the table 
waa a dish of more substantial food than ordinarily adorned the after- 
noon'a repast, and it soon cau^t the attention of the dragoona. Miaa 
Peyton, recollecting that they bad probably made their only meal 
that day at her own table, kindly invited them to doee it with aa- 
other. The o£br required no pressing, and in a few minutes the 
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two were ocmifortablj seated, and engaged in an employxnent thai 
was only interrapted by an occasional wiy hce from the Captain, 
who moved his body in evident pain. These interroptionsi how- 
ever, interfered bat little with the principal business in ha&d; and 
the Captain had got happily through with this important duty, be* 
fore the surgeon retomed to annoonoe all things ready for his ac- 
commodation, in the room above stairs. 

M Eating V cried the astonished physician; '^ Captain lAWton, do 
yon wish to die?'' 

^I have no particolar ambition that way," said the trooper, ris- 
ings and bowing good night to the kdies, ''and, therefore, have been 
providing the materials necessary to preserve life." 

The surgeon muttered his dissatisfaction, while he followed Mason 
and the Captain firom the apartment 

Every house in America had, at that day, what was emphatically 
called its best room, and this had been allotted, by the unseen influ« 
ence of Sarah, to Colonel WeUmere. The down counterpane, which 
a dear hoatj night would render extremely grateful over bruised 
limbs, decked the English officer's bed. A massive diver tankard, 
richly embossed with the Wharton arms, held the. beverage he was 
to drink during the night; while beautiful vessels of china per- 
formed th6 same office for the two American captains. Sarah was 
certainly unconscious of the silent preference she had been giving to 
the E"g^^«y^ officer ; and it is equally certain, that but for his hurts, 
bed, tankard, and every thing but the beverage, would have been 
matters of indiffierence to Captain Lawton, half of whose nights were 
spent in his dothes, and not a few of ihem in the saddle. After 
taking possession, however, of a small but very comfortable room. 
Doctor Sitgreaves proceeded to enquire into the state of his injuries. 
He had begun to pass his hand over the body of his patient, when 
the latter cried impatiently — 

^Sitgreaves, do me the &vour to lay that rascally saw aside, or 
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I aiiall liftfe nooane to my mbn in selfdefaioe; die m^^ oC il 
fluket mj blood oold.'* 

M Captain LftwtoD, for a man wbo bis io often eipoaod life and 
limb, jon era nnacooontabl j afinid of a toij naefiil xutniment" 

^Heaven keep me from iie vBbj" aaid the trooperi with a 
ahrog. 

'<Toa would not deqiiae the li^^ta of eoieneey nor lefbae mrgeal 
aid, beeanae thia aaw mig^t be neoeaaaiyr' 

"I would." 

"Tottwoddr 

''Yea; joa ahall never jdnt me like a quarter of beef, while I 
have life to defend mjaelf,'' cried the reaolute dragoon* ''Bat I 
grow aleepj; are any of my riba broken ? 

"No." 

"Any of my bones?" 

" No." 

" Tom, I 'U thank you for that pitcher." Aa he ended his dran^t» 
he very deliberately turned his back on hia oompaniona, and good* 
uituredly died — "Good-night, Maaon; goodniight, Ghden." 

lin Lawton entertained a profound respect for the aurgical 
of hia comrade, but he waa very sceptical on the subject of 
administering internally for the oilings of the human frame. With 
a full stomach, a stout heart, and a clear conAcienoe, he often main- 
tained that a man might bid defiance to the world and its Ticissitndes. 
Nature provided him with the second, and, to say the truth, he stroro 
manfully himaelf to keep up the other two requisites in his creed. 
It waa a fiskvourite maxim with him, that the last thing death assailed 
waa the eyes, and next to the last, the jaws. This he interpreted to 
be a dear expression of the intention of nature, that every man might 
regulate, by hia own volition, whatever waa to be admitted into the 
aanetuaiy of hia mouth ; consequently, if the guest proved unpalati^ 
Ue, he had no one to blame but himself. The surgeon, who waa 
well aoquainted with these views of hia patient, beheld him, aa he 
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mnSkAj tofDed Ua btek <m Haaon and himaelfi with » cwnmiai^ 
nting oontempt, raplaoed in their leathern Tepoeitoiy the phiala he 
had exhibited, with a apeeiea of care that waa allied to TenentioDy 
gate' the aaw, aa ho oondoded, a whiri of triumph, and depaitedi 
without eondeaeending to notice the compliment of the tiooper. 
Haaon, finding, hj the breathing of the Captain, that hia own good- 
night woold b^ unheard, haatened to paj hia reapeeto to the huiiea 
after which he mounted, and followed the tioop at the fop of hia 
hone a speed* 



CHAFTES X 

Oto ■ome Sand breast tbe pvtinf mmiI relici^ 
ScNUo |NOQi drops tbs cl os in g sjv ra|inras 

E'en Snm tbs tomb tho weic9 of nstaro eriosp 
E'en in our sshes liw tbeir fronted fireiu 

Thi p ow eam ona of 3Ir. Wharton extended to some distance on each 
•ide of the hoiue in which he dwelt^ and most of his land was nnoo* 
eapied. A fe v ecattend dwellings were to be seen in different parts 
of his domains, but thej were fast filing to decay, and were nnten« 
anted. The proximity of the ooontry to the contending armies had 
nearly banished the porsoits of agriculture from the land. It was 
Qseleas for the husbandman to devote his time, and the labour of his 
hands, to obtain overflowing gamers, that the first foraging par^ 
would empty. None tilled the earth with any other view than to 
proyide the scanty means of subsistence, except those who were 
placed so near to one of the adverse parties as to be safe from the 
inroads of the light troops of the other. To these the war offered a 
golden harvest, more especially to such as enjoyed the benefits of an 
access to the royal army. Mr. Wharton did not require the use of 
his lands for the purposes of subsistence } and he willingly adopted 
the guarded practice of the day, limiting his attention to such articles 
tf were soon to be consumed within his own walls, or could be easily 
secreted from the prying eyes of the foragers. In ooosequenoe, the 
ground on which the action was fought had not a smglo inhabited 
besides the one belonging to the fiuher of Harvey Bireh* 

(139) 
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This honae stpod between the place where the cavahrj had met, and 
thai where the ohaige had been made on the parly of WeUmere. 

To Katy Haynes it had been a day froitfol of incidcnta. The 
pmdent hooaekeeper had kept her ^litical feelinga in a atate of rigid 
neutrality; her own fiienda had esponaed the canae of the conntiyi 
but the maiden heraelf never loet eight of that important moment, 
when, like femalea of more iUuatrioua hopea, ahe might be required 
to aacrifioe her love of country on the altar of domeatio harmony. 
And yet^ notwithatanding all her aagadty, there were momenta when 
the good woman had grievona doubta into which acale ahe ought to 
throw the weight of her eloquence, in order to be certain of aupport- 
ing the cauae fisvoured by the pedler. There waa ao much that waa 
equiyocal in hia movementa and manner, that often, when, in the 
privacy of their houaehold, ahe waa about to utter a philippic on 
TVaahington and hia followera, diacretion aealed her mouth, and dis- 
truat beaet her mind. In abort, the whole conduct of the myaterioua 
being ahe atudied waa of a character to diatract the opioiona of one 
who took a more enlarged view of men and life than came within the 
competency of hia houaekeeper. 

The battle of the Plaina had taught the cautioua Woahington the 
advantagea hia enemy poeaeaaed in organiaation, aima, and diacipline. 
Theae were diffioiltiea to be maat^ed by hia own vigilance and care. 
Drawing off hia troopa to the heighta, in the northern part of the 
county, he had bidden de6ance to the attacka of the royal army, and 
Sir William Howe fell back to the enjoyment of hia barren conqueat 
—a deaerted city. Never afterwarda did the oppoaing armiea make 
the trial of atrength within the limita of West-Cheater; yet hardly a 
day paaaed, that the partiaana did not make their inroads; or a aun 
riae,that the inhabitanta were apared the relation of exoeaaea which 
the preceding darkneaa had aerved to conceaL Moat of the move- 
menta of the pedler were made at the hours which othera allotted to 
repoae. The evening aun would frequently leave him at one eztre- 
mitj of the county, and the morning find him at the other. Hia 
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padc WH lui Mter-fiufing eompanion; and tfiere were those who 
ekael J tliidied him, m his moments of tnBc, and thon^t his only 
purpose was the acCTmwIation of goid. He would be often seen near 
the HigUandSy with a hodj bending under itJ load; and again near 
the Harlaem rirer, trarelling with lighter steps, with his doe towards 
the setting son. Bat these ghmoes at him were nncertain and fleet* 
ing. The intermediate time no eje iDonld penetrate. For months 
he disa|^waredy and no traces of his course were erer known. 

*^ Strong parties held the heights of Harlaem, and the northern end 
of Manhattan lahmd was bristling with the bayonets of the English 
sentinels, yet the pedler glided among them tmnotioed and nninjnred. 
His approaches to the American lines were also frequent; but gene- 
rally 80 conducted as to baffle pursuit Many a sentinel, placed in 
the gorges of the monntains, spoke of a strange figure that had been^ 
seen gliding by them in the mists of the evening. These stories 
reached the ears of the officers, and, as we have related, in two in* 
stances the trader had &Uen into the hands of the Americans. The 
fint time he had escaped frtmi I^wton, shortly after his arrest; but 
the seoond he was condemned to die. On the morning of his in* 
tended execution, the cage was opened, but the bird had flown. This 
extraordinary escape had been made from the custody of a &yourite 
officer of Washington, and sentinel^ who had been thought worthy 
to guard the person of the Commander-in-chief. Bribery and trea- 

* son could not be imputed to men so well esteemed, and the opinion 
gained ground among the oommon soldiery, that the pedler had deal- 
ings with the dark one. Katy, however, always repelled this opinion 

j with indignation; for within the recesses of her own bosom, the 

I housekeeper, in ruminating on the events, concluded that the evil 
Wfmi did not pay in gold. Nor, continued the waiy spinster in her 
cogitations, does Washington ; paper and promises were all that the 
leader of the American troops could dispense to his servants. After 
the alliance with France, when silver became more abundant in the 
scon^, although the scrutinising eyes of Katy never let any oppor 
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tonitj of ezaminiog into the deer-skin pozae pass nnimprored, sLe 
was never able to detect the image of Louis intruding into the pre* 
aence of the well-known countenance of George IIL In shorty the 
secret hoard of Harvey sufficientl j showed in its contents that all its 
contributions had been received from the British. 

^ . The house of Birch had been watched at different times by the 
Americans, with a view to his arrest, but never with, success; the 
reputed spy possessing a secret means of intelligence, that invariably 
defeated their schemes. Once, when a strong body of the conti- 
nental army held the Four Comeni for a whole summer, orders had 
been received from Washington himself never to leave the door of 
Harvey Birch unwatched. The command was rigidly obeyed, and 
during this long period the pedler was unseen; the detachment was 

^jrithdrawn, and the following night Birch re-entered his dwelling. 
The father of Harvey had been greatly molested, in consequence of 
the suspicious character of the son. But, notwithstanding the most 
minute scrutiny into the conduct of the old man, no fiict could be 
substantiated against him to his iigury, and his property was too 
sxopdl to keep alive the seal of patriots by profession. Its confuM»- 
tbn and purchase would not have rewarded their trouble. Age and 
sorrow were now about to spare him further molestation, for the 
lamp of life had been drained of its oiL The recent separation <^ 
the &ther and son had been painful, but they had submitted in obe* 
dienoe to what both thought a duty. The old man had kept his 
dying situation a secret from the neighbourhood, in the hope that he 
might still have the company of his child in his last moments. 
The confusion of the day, and his increasing dread that Harvey 
might be too late, helped to hasten the event he would &in arrest 
for a little while. As night set in, his illness increased to such a 
degree, that the dismayed housekeeper sent a truant boy, who had 
shut up himself with them, during the combat, to the Locusts, in 
quest of a companion to cheer her solitude. Caasar, alone, could be 
spared, and, loaded with eatables and cordials by the kind-hearted 
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iiim Pejtoiiy the black had boen despatched on this duty. * The 
djrii)g man was past the nse of medicines, and his chief anxiety 
seemed to centre in a meeting with his child. 

The noise of the chase had been heard by the group in the honsCi 
but its cause was not undeistood; and aa both the black and Eaty 
were apprised of the detachment of American horse being^below 
them, they supposed it to proceed from the return of that pirtj. 
They heard the dragoons, as they moved slowly by the building; 
but in complianoe with the prudent injunction of the black, the 
housekeeper forbore to indulge her curiosity. The old man had 
closed his eyes, snd his attendants belieyed him to be asleep. The 
house contained two large rooms, and as many small ones. One of 
the former served for kitchen and sitting-room ; in the other lay the 
&ther of Birch } of tho latter, one was the sanctuary of the vestal, 
and the other contained the stock of provisions. A huge chimney 
of stone rose in the centre, serving, of itself, for a partition between 
the larger rooms; and fire-places of corresponding dimensions were 
in each apartment A bright fame was burning in that of the 
common room, and within the very jambs of its monstrous jaws sat 
Caasar and Ejity, at the time of which we write. The African waa 
impressing his caution on the housekeeper, and commenting on the 
general danger of indulging an idle curiosity. 

^ Best nebber tempt a Satan," said Caesar, rolling up his eyes till 
the whites glistened by the glare of the fire ; ''I berry like heself to 
lose an ear for carrying a little bit of a letter; dere much mischief 
come of curiosity. If dere had nebber been a man curious to see 
Africa, dere would be no coulour people out of deir own country : 
but I wiah Harvey get back." 

*^ It is very disregardful in him to be away at such a time,'' said 
Katy, imposingly. *' Suppose now his &ther wanted to make his 
last will in the testament, who is there to do so solemn and awful 
an act for him f Harvey is a very wasteful and a very disregaidfii! 
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^Peiliap )ie make lum n&mT' 

''It woold not be a wonderment if he bad,'' leComed the hooa^ 
keeper; ''he is whole daje looking into the KbW 

''Then he read % herrj fpoi book,'' aaid the Uack, iolemnlj 
^ICflB Fannj read in him to Bmah now and den.'' 

''Ton are rig^t, Caoaar. The Bible ia the beat of book% and one 
thai reads it as often as Harvey's &ther should hare the best of 
leaaons for so domg. This is no more than eommon sense.'' 

She rose from her seat, and stealing sofU j to a diest of drawen 
in the room of the nok man, ahe took from it a laige Bible, heaiily 
boond, and secured with strong elasps of brass, with which she re* 
tnmed to the negro. The Tolome was eagerly opened, and they 
proceeded instantly to examine its pages. Katy was frr from an 
expert scholar, and to Caasar the characters were absolntely stnn* 
gers. For some time the housekeeper was oocnpied in finding oot 
the word 3iatthew, in which she had no sooner snoceeded than she 
oat the word, with great complacency, to the attentite 



''Beny well, now look him f rough," said the blade, peeping over 
the housekeeper's shoolder, as he held a. long, lank candle of yellow 
tallow, in such a manner as to throw its feeble light on the Tolnme. 

** Yes, bat I most begin with the very beginning of the book," 
replied the other, taming the leaTes carefnlly back, nntil, moving 
two at once, she lighted upon a page covered with writing. ** Here," 
said the housekeeper, disking with the eagemesa of expectation, 
''here are the very words themsdves; now I would give the wmU 
itself to know whom he has left the big silver shoe-buekles to." 

** Bead 'em," said Caesar, laconically. 

«And the bluck walnut drawers; for Harvey could never want 
(bmitore of that quality, as long as he is a bachelor P' 

"Why he no want 'em as well aa he UAetT* 

M And the dx silver table-spoons; Harvey always uses the iranf 

''Pr'H> he say, widout so much talk," returned the sententioof 
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bliek, pointing one of his orooked and dingy ftigos it the open 
Tolomo. 

Hiqs lepeetedlj adviied, end impelled bj her own ooriontyi Kety 
b^gui to lead. Anzioas to oome to the pert which most interested 
heitel^ she dipped at onoe into the oentre of the sahjeet 

^CAeater Birekj horn September lei, 1755/'— read the spinster, 
with a deliberation that did no great honour to^er seholazship. 

« Well, what he gib him r 

^AKgml Birehj bom My 12fA, 1767/'— eontinned the hoose- 
keener, in the same tone. 

^ I t^ink he oa|^t to gib her 'e spoon.'' 

<<JiMe lity 1760. On ikia amfki day, the judgment of m of* 
fended God lighted on my hmue .-"^— a heavy groan from the ad- 
joining room made the spinster instinotiyely close the inolnme, and 
Csmar, for a^noment, shook with fiaar. Neither possessed sofficient 
lesoltttion to go snd examine the condition of the snffereri bat his 
heavy beathing oontinned aa nsoaL Slaty daze not, however, re- 
open the BiUe, and carefuUy sscvuing its dasps, it was laid on the 
taUe in silence. Cassr took his ohsir agun, and after looking 
timidly nmnd the room, remarked— 

^ I tf on^t he time wai^ come r' 

<<No^" said Eaty, solemnly, <<he wiU live tiU the tide is ont, or 
the iirst cock crows in the moraing." 

«Poor man I" oontinned the Uack, neatling still ftrther into the 
chimney-«onier, ^1 hope he lay q[niet sfter he die." 

^ 'Twoold be no sstonishment to me if he didn't; for they say 
an nnqaiet life makea an uneasy grave." 

M Johnny Birch a beny good man in he way. All mMiVwi^ ^^^n't 
be a minister; for if he do, who woold be a congregation T' 

^ Ah I Gmaar, he is good only who does good^can yon tell me 
why honestly gotten gold shoold be hidden in the bowels of the 
esrth!" ^^ 

7 
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''Ondil— Ifink it onisi be to keep i'e SknuMr fton findiB* 
liim; if he know where he be, why don't he dig him npT' 

^ There maj be reeaom not eomprehendible to jon,'' and Kety. 
moving her dieir so thai her dothoo oov c i e J the dianned atODe* 
uidemeath which lay the aeeret traaanrea of the pedler, unable lo 
nfrain apeaking of that which ahe would have been veiy vnwiUing 
to rsreal; ^'bdt a rough ontaide often holda ft amooth inaide.'' 
Cttaar atarad aronbd the building tmaM^ 10 ftthiftn the hid4f^ 
meaning of hia companion, when hia roving eyea aoddenly became 
ftud| and hia teeth chattered with affiig^t The change in the 
eoimtenance of the Uaek waa inatanUy peree i Tad by Katy, and turn- 
ing her &oe, ahe aaw the pedler himaalf, atanding within the door 
of the room« 

^la he aliTeT' aaked Birch, tremolooaly, and aaemingly afraid 
to raodTe the aniwer. • 

** Sorely/' aaid Katy, liaing haatOy, and offidooaly ofiering her 
diair; ''he moat live till day, or till the tide ia down.'' 

Dianguding all boi the fiwt that hia lather atill Hrad, the pedler 
atde gently into the room of hia dying parent The tie which 
boond the &ther and eon waa of no ordinaiy kind. In the wide 
world they were all to each other. Had B[aty bat raad ft few linea 
ihrther in the reeofd, die wonld hftTC aeen the aad tale of their mi^ 
Ibrtanea. At one blow competence and kindred had been awq4 
from them, and ftom thai day to the pieaent hoar, peraeoatioa and 
diatiem had followed their wandering atepa. Approaching the bed- 
aide, Hanrey leaned hia body forward, and, in n voice needy choked 
hj hia iedinga, he whiapered near the ear of the cck — 

"Father, do yoa know mef" 

The parent dowly opened hia eyea, and ft amile of aatiafretico 
paaaed over hia pallid featnrea, leaving behind it the impraanon of 
death, mora awfbl by the contraat The pedler gave a reatotatiTe 
he had brought with him to the parched lipa of the aick man, and 
far ft fow minatea new vigour aa em ed imparted to hie frame. He 
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•poke, bat dowlj, and with diflfeult^. Coriottty kept Katy nlent; 
9m had the eaine effect oq Gsear; and Harvej seemed hardly to 
tmathe, as he liateoed to the huAgnage of the departmg spirit. 

^Mj maif" said the fiuher in a hollow Toice, " Qod is as mercifal 
as he If jnat : if I thiew the eap of salyation from my lips when a 
yonthi he graoionaly oSm it to me in mine age. He has chastiaed 
to pnrifyi and I go to join the q>iritB of our lost fiiftuly. In a little 
while, my ehild, joa will be alone. I know yon too well not 
to fer eae e yon will be a pilgrim through lifii. The braised reed may 
endnre, but it will nerer rise. Yon have that within yon, Harvey, 
thai will goide yon aright; perserere, as yon haye begon, for the 
dntiea of life are nerer to be neglected — and" — A noise in the 
adjoining room intempted the dying man, and the impatient pedler 
haetitnftil to learn the cause, followed by Katy and the black. The 
fiist glance of his eye on the figure in the doorway told the trader 
bat too well his enand, and the fiite that probably awaited himselfl 
The intxnder was a man stall young in years, but his lineaments 
beqpoke a mind long agitated by evil passions. His dress was of 
the meanest materials, and so ragged and unseemly, as to give him 
the appearance of studied poverty. His hair was prematurely 
whitened, and his sunken, lowering eye, avoided the bold, forward 
look of innooenoe. There was a restlessness in his movements, and 
an agitation in his manner, that proceeded from the workings of the 
ImiI spirit within him, and which was not less offensive to others 
than distressing to himsel£ This man was a well-known leader of 
one of those gangs of maraaders who infested the county with a sem^ 
blanoe of patriotism, and who were guilty of every grade of ofience, 
horn simple theft up to murder. Behind him stood several other 
fgores clad in a similar manner, but whose countenances expressed 
nothing more than the indifference of bratal insensibility. They 
wwe all well armed with muskets and bayonets, and provided with 
the nsoal implements of foot-soldiers. Harvey knew reaistanoe to 
be vain, and qoietlysabmitted to their directions. In the twinkling 
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o£aii eye loUi he and CaoBar were stripped of their decent gttme&ii^ 
and made to exchange dothea with two of the filthiest of the band. 
They were then pkoed in separate oornen of the room, and, nndet 
the muzzles of the mnaketSi required fiiithfally to answer soch inter" 
rogatories as were pat to them. ^ ' 

- '< Where is yoor pack?'' was the first qnestion to the pedler. 

: ''Hear me/' said Bixch| trembling with a^^tation; ''in the next 
room is my fiLther, now in the agonies of death; let me go to him, 
leottve his blessings and dose his eyes, and you ahall have all-— 
•y, dL" 

. "Answer me as I pat the qoestions, or this masket shall send 
yoa to keep the old driveller company : — where is yoor pack?" 

"I will tell yoa nothingi unless you let me go to my fiither/' said 
the pedler, resolutely. 

EUs persecutor raised his arm with a malicious sneer, and was 
about to execute his threat, when one of his ^"ipw'^yns checked 

"What would you do?" he said, "you surely forget the reward. 
Tell us where are your goods, and you shall go to your &ther." 

Birch complied instantly, and a man was despatched in quest of 
the booty; he soon returned, throwing the bundle on the floor, 
swearing it was as light as feathers. 

" Ay," cried the leader, " there must be gold somewhere for what 
it did contain. Give us your gold, Mr. Birch; we know you have 
it; you will not take continental, not you." 

" You break your fidth," said Harvey. 

" Give us your gold," exclaimed the other, furiously, pricking the 
pedler with his bayonet until the blood followed his pushes in 
streams. At this instant a slight movement was heard in the ad- 
joining room, and Harvey cried implorin^y^ 

" Let me — let me go to my &ther, and you shall have alL" 

" I swear you shall go then," said the Skinner. 
' "Here, take the trash," cried Birch, as he threw aside the puM^ 
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vludi be had oontrivod to oonoeali PotwMnrtanding the dunge ia 
his gmnenia. ^ 

The robber raiecd it from the floor with a hellish len^ ' 

^Aj, but it shall be to your fiither in heaTcn.'' 

"Monstcrl hs?e joa no ieelingy no fidth, no honestjf" 

''To hear him, one would think there was not a rope around his 
neek already/' said the other, langhing. ''There is no neceflsity tot 
jour bemg uneasy, Mr. Birch ; if the old man gets a few bonis the 
start of yon in the journey, yon will be sore to follow him before ' 
noon to-mofTOw. 

This nnfeeling eommnnication had no effect on the pedler, who 
listened with gasping breath to eveiy soond from the room of bis 
parent, until he heard his own name spoken in the hollow, sepul- 
chral tones of death. Birch could endure no more, bat shrieking 
out— 

"Father I bush— fiither I I come — I come:" he darted by his 
keeper, and was the next moment pinned to the wall by the bayonet 
of another of the band. Fortonately, his quick motion had caused 
him to escape a thrust aimed at his life, and it was by his clothes 
only that he was confined. 

" No, Mr. Birch," said the Skinner, "we know you too well fixr a 
alippeiy rascal, to trust you out of sight — your gold, your gold V 

" Ton have it," said the pedler, writhing with agony. 

" Ay, we hare the purse, but you hare more punes. KingGeorge 
is a prompt paymaster, and you have done him many a piece of good 
service. Where is your hoard? without it you will nerer see your 
fioher." 

"Bemore the stone underneath the woman," cried the pedler, 
eagerly «— "remove the stohe." 

" He ravea ! he raves V said Katy, instinetiTely moring her posi* 
tion to a different stone firom the one on which she had been stand- 
ing. In a moment it was torn from its bed, and nothing but earth 
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^''HefftTwI joii lia^e driren bim firam liifl right miiidy* 

the twmWIng spinster; ''mmld any man in his senses keep gold 

under a hearthr' 

<<Peeeey babbling fboir eried Hsrfejr.' ^^Lift tbeooraer stcme, 
tod joa nin find thai which will make joa nA, and me a beggar.'* 

^Jkad then yon will be despisable/* said the housekeeper, bit* 
tsilj. << A pedler without goods snd without mooeyis sore to be 
dequssUe." 

''There will be enoo^ left to pajibr his halter/' eried the Skin* 
iiery who was not slow to follow the instructions of Hsrvej, soon 
Bating npon n store of En^^iah gnineaa. Tbe monej was qoickl j 
tr anafctr ed to a bag^ notwithstanding the declarations of the spinster, 
that her dues were unsatisfied, and that, of right, ten of the guineas 
were her property. 

Delighted with a prize that greatly exceeded their expectations, 
the band prepared to depart, intending to take the pedler with them, 
in order to pve him np to the American troops above, and to olaim 
the reward oflfared for his apprehension. Eveiy thing was ready, 
and they were about to lift Birch in their aims, for he resohitely 
refiised to more an inch, when a form appeared in their midst^ 
which appalled the atontest heart among than. The &ther had 
arisen from his bed, and he tottered forth at the cries of his son. 
Aroond his body was thrown the sheet of the bed, snd his fixed eye 
and hagpvd fooe gave him the i^pearanoe of a being from another 
world. Efen Katy and Caesar thought it was the spirit of the elder 
Birch, and they fled the honse, followed by the aJazmed Skinneia in 
a body. 

The excitement, which had given the sick man strength, soon 
irantshed, and the pedler, lifting him in hia aims, re-conTeyed him 
to his bed. The reaction of the system which followed hastened to 
doee the scene. 

The ^aaed eye of the fitther was fixed npon the son; his lips 
moved, bat his Toibe was unheard. Harvey bent down, and, with 



THE 8PT. * Wl 

tha prting breath of hia parent^ reodved his jjfag t e pedi cti oB. A 
life Oi' priration, and of wrongi, amfaitlered moat of tha ftitnra homa 
of tha pedlar. But midar no vofferings, in no miafoitana% tha 
anhjaet %£ porerty and obloqay, tha remamhianoa of -that blaaring 
naver left ^im; it conatantlj gleamed orar tha imagea of tha paat^ 
ahadding a holy ladianea anmnd hia saddeat hooia of daapondanoy; 
it cheered tha p roapact of tha ftttnia with tha pnjeia of a piona 
qnrit; and it bxmght tha sweat ssanianoa of hanng feithlnlly and 
truly diaeharged Ac saerad offioea of filial lore. 

The retreat of Ckasar and tha spinster had been too pfeatpitato to 
admit of much calcoIalkA; yet they themaelTea instinotiTely sepft- 
nited from the Skinners. After fleeing a short distance they panaad, 
and the maiden oommcnxd in a solemn toioe— 

^Oh ! Csosar, was it not dreadful to waHc befoie he had been kid 
inhiagrare! It most haTO been the money that disturbed him : 
they say Captain Kidd walks near die spot where he buried gold in 
the old war/' 

"I neber fink Johnny Bireh hob anch a big eye P' ssid tha 
African, his teeth yet chattering with tha fright 

'<I'm sare Hwonld be a bothermeni to a living sool to lose ao 
much money. Harvey will be nothing bat an utteriy despisaUay 
poverty^etricken wretch. I wonder who ha thinka would be eren 
his housekeeper !" 

'< Maybe a spooke take away Harvey, too/' observed Csosar, 
moving still nearer to the side of the maiden. But a new idea had 
aeised the imagination of the spinster. She thought it not improbi^ 
ble that the prize had been forsaken in the confusion of the retreat; 
and after deliberatiDg and reasoning for some time with Caesar, they 
determined to venture back, and aacertain thia important feet, and^ 
if poasiblc, learn what had been the fiite of the pedler. Much time 
was spent in cautiously approaching the dreaded spot; and aa tha 
spinster had sagaciously placed herself in the line of the retreat of tha 
Skinners, every stone waa aiamined in tha progress m search af tha 
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07 of Ciwii^liad impelled die fieebootea to fo liesty a retreet^ they 
gneped the hoeid with a hold that death iteelf woold not have 
lo oMaed, PeroeiTingeTeiy thing to be qaieiwithiiiiKafy at length 
mnatered leedlntioii to enter the dwelling, where she foond the 
pedkri with a heavy hearty perfinming the last sad offices &r the 
dead. A frw wocds sofficed to explain to Eaty the natore of her. 
Inisteke; boi CsBsarcontinned to his dying day to sstonish the 
asUe inmates of the kitchen with leaned dissertations on ipoaketf 
and to relate bow direful waa the appearanc e of that of Johnny 



The danger compelled the pedler to abridge even the short period 
that American eostom lea?es the deceased with ns; and, aided by 
the black and Katy, his painful task was soon ended. CasarTolnn* 
le e r ed to walk a couple of miles with orders to a carpenter; and, the 
body being habited in its ordinaiy attire, was left, with a sheet 
thrown decently over it, to await the return of the messenger. 

The Skinnen had fled precipitately to the wood, which was but a 
short distsnce fkom the house of Birch, and once safely sheltered 
within its shades^ they halted, and mustered their panic-stricken 

<< What in the name of fuiy seised yovr coward heartsf" cried 
their diiinsfiiifind leader, drawing his breath heavily. 

''The same q[uestioii mi(^t be asked yourself,'' returned one of 
the band, sullenly. 

<<From your fright) I thou^t a party of Do Lancy's men were 
upon ua. Oh I you are braTo gentlemen at a race V* 

<<We follow our Cnitain.'' 

''Then follow me back, and let us secure the scoundrel, and r^ 
ceive the reward.'' 

''Tea; snd by the time ire reach the house, that Uack rMcal 
irill hate the mad Virginian upon us : by my soul, I would rathes 
flfty Cow-Boys then thai single man." 
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''Fool ?* cried tbe euaged leader, ^don't jon know D iui woo di e^e 
hone an ai the Gornen, foil two milea firam hereT' 

<<Iearoiioiwhera ihediagoona are, boil will awearthailHW 
Captain Lawton enter the hooae of old Whaiton, while I lay watoh- 
ing an opportnnitf of getting the Britiah Golonel'a hoTM from the 
■table." 

^ And if he ahoold come, won't a boDel nlenoe a dngoon from 
the aoath as weO aa one from dU England r" 

^ Aj, bat I don't chooae a homef a neat aboat my can; iiae the 
ddn of one of that coipe, and yoa will nerer aee another peaceable 
nif^t^a fbraging agun.'' 

^Welly'' mattered the leader, aa thej retired deeper mto the 
wood, ''this aottiah pedler will stay to see the old deril boned; and 
thoogh we cannot toach him at the foneral (for that woold raise 
etery old woman and priest in America againat oa), he'll wait to 
look •after the moraUes, and to^norrow night shall wind np hia coo* 
eema.'* 

With this threat they withdrew to one of their osoal plaoea of 
rasort, ontil darkneas shoold agun gite them aa opp of tun ity ef 
■mmlinft on the commonity without danger of deteetioii. 
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CHAPTER XL 

O wo! O wolbl, woAil, woftd day! 
Most lamentable 6s.j ! luost woful daj, 
Hhat ever« eter, I did jet behold ! 
Odaj! Oday! Oday! O hateful day! 
Never was leen to black a day aa this : 
O wofol day ! O wofbl day ! 



Ihb fimiily at the LocnstB had akpt, or watchedi through all the 
disturbaiioea at tlw cottage of Birch, in perfect ignoraiice of their 
ooooirenoe. The attacks of the Skinners were always made with so 
much fnnej as to ezdnde the snffisrersy not onl j from sooooor, hat 
fineqoenil jy throngh a dread of future depredatirnks, from the oom- 
miaeration of their neighhoura also. Additional duties had drawn 
the ladies from their pillows at an hour somewhat earlier than usual; 
and Captain Lawton, notwithstanding the sufferings of his hody, had 
risen in compliance with a rule from which he never departed, of 
sleeping but six hours at a time. This was one of the few points, 
in which the care of the human frame was inyolved, on which the 
trooper and the surgeon of horse were eyer known to agree.. The 
doctor had watched, during the ni|^t, by the side of the bed of 
Captain Singleton, without once closing his eyes. Occasionally he 
would pay a risit to the wounded Englishman, who, being more 
hurt in the spirit than in the flesh, tolerated the interruptions with 
a veiy ill grace; and once, for an instant, he yentured to steal softly 
to the bed of his obstinate comrade, and was near succeeding in ob- 
taining a touch of his pulse, when a terrible oath, sworn by the 
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tooper in a dream, startled tlie prudent enrgeoiiy and mmed bim 
of a trite eaying in the eorpsy " that Captain Lawton alwaja alept 
with one cje open.'' This group had aaeembled in one of the par* 
loon aa the son made its appearance over the eastern hill, dispersbg 
the eolumns of £)g which had enveloped the low land. 

Miss Peyton was looking from a window in the direction of the 
tenement of the pedlet, and was expressing a kind anzie^ after the 
wel&re of the sick man, when the person of Eaty suddenly emerged 
from the dense covering of an earthly dood, whose mists were scat- 
tering before the cheering rays ci the son, snd was seen making 
hasty steps towards the Locusts. There was that in the air of the 
housekeeper which bespoke distress of an unusual natore, and the 
kind-hearted mistress of the Locusts opened the door of the room, 
with the benevolentintentionof soothing a grief that seemed so over* 
whelming. A nearer view of the disturbed features of the visitor 
confirmed Miss Peyton in her belief; and, with the shock that gen* 
tie feelings ever experience at a sudden and endless separation from 
even the meanest of their associates, she said hastily— 

^ Katy, is he gone V 

^ No, ma'am,'' replied the disturbed damsel, with great bitterness, 
''he is not yet gone, but he may go as soon as he pleases now, for 
the worst is done. I do verily believe, Miss •Peyton, they have n't 
so much aa left him money enough to buy him another suit of clothes 
to cover his nakedness, and those he has on are none of the best, I 
can tell you." 

^ How," exclaimed the other, astonished, <' could any one have 
the heart to plunder a man in such distress f " 

'^Heartsr repeated Katy, catching her breath; ^men like them 
have no bowels at alL Plunder and distress, indeed ! Why, ma*am, 
there were in the iron pot, in plain sight, fifty-lour guineas of gold, 
beades what lay underneath, which I could n't count without ban. 
diing; and I didn't like to touch it, for they say that another's gold 
b apt to sliek—eo^ judging ftem that in «^ there WMn'l kv 
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Uuik two hmidTedgiuneafly besides what Bugbt iiETe been in the deer* 
ddn pone. But Harrey ia li^Ie better now than a beggar; and a 
beggar, Miss Jeanette, ia the moat awfolly despisable of all earthly 

(?. . ^'Poverty ia to be pitiedi and not deapiaed,'' aaid the lady, atill 
* unable to comprehend the ertent of the miafortone that had be&llen 
her neighbonr doling the ni|^t. ''But how ia the old man? and 
doea thia loaa aflfocst him much?'' 

:Th6 coontenanoe of Katy changed, from the natoral expreaaion of 
oonoem, to the aet fonn of melancholy, aa she answered — 
., f'He ia happily removed from the caiea of the world; the chink* 
ing of the money made him get oat of hia bed, and the poor aool 
found the ahock too great for him. He died abont two hoora and 
ten minutea before the cock crowed, aa near aa we can sayf'-^she 
was interrupted by the physician, who, approaching, enquired, with 
much interest, the nature of the diaorder. Glancing her eye over 
the figure of thia new acquaintance, Katy, inatindaTely adjusting her 
dress, replied — 

'^'Twaa the troubles of the tunes, and the loss of property, that 
brought him down; he wasted from day to day, and all mycaie and 
anxiety were lost; for now Harvey is no better than a beggar, and 
who ia there to pay me for what I have done?" 

^ God will reward yon lor all the good you haye done,'' said Miss 
Peyton, mildly. 

'^ Yes,'' interrupted the spinster hastily, and with an air of reve- 
rence that waa instantly succeeded by an expression that denoted 
more of worldly care; ''but then I have left my wages for three 
yeara past in the hands of Harvey, and how am I to get them ? My 
brothera told me, again and again, to ask for my money; but I al- 
ways thought aooounta between relations were easily settled." . 

''Were you related, then, to Birch f" asked Miss Peyton, observ- 
ing her to pause. 

/'Why, retomed the housekeeper, hesitating a little, "I thought 
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we were as good as so. I wonder if I bave no obdm on the houe 
■nd gDunden; though they mj, now it is Horve/sy it will lorely he 
eonfistiQated;'' taming to Lawtoni who had been dtdng in one pee* 
tnrsy with hia piercing eyes lowering at her throa|^ his thick bew% 
in ailenoe, '^periiaps this gentleman knowa — he aeema to take an 
intereat in my atoiy.'' ^ . 

^ Madam/' aaid the (xooper, bowing Teiy bw, ^' both yon and the 
tale are extremely intereating^' — Eaty amiled involantazily— ^'bol 
my hnmble knowledge ia limited to the setting of a aqoadron in the 
field, and using it when there. I beg leave to refer yon to Dr. Ar- 
chibald SitgreaTea, a gentleman of nniversal attainments, and nn* 
bounded philanthropy; the Toy milk of human sympathies^ and a 
mortal foe to all indiscriminate cutting." 

'< The surgeon drew up, and employed himself in whistling a low 
air, aa he looked over some phials on a table; but the housekeeper, 
turning to him with an inclination of the head, continued ~ 

''I suppose, air, a woman haa no dower in her huaband'a property, 
unless they be actually married 7" 

It was a maxim with Dr. Sitgreayes, that no species of knowledge 
was to be despised; and, consequently, he waa an empirio in eveiy 
thing but hia profession. At first, indignation at the irony of hia 
oomrade kept him silent; but, suddenly changing hia purpose, he 
answered the applicant with a good-^iatured smile — 

'' I judge not If death haa anticipated your nuptials, I am fear* 
ful you have no remedy against his stem decrees." 

To Katy this sounded well, although she understood nothing of 
its meaning, but << death" and << nuptials." To this part of hia 
speech, then, she directed her reply. 

<< I did think he only waited the death of the old gentleman before 
he married," said the housekeeper, looking on the carpet; '' but now 
he ia nothing more than despisable, or, what 'a the same thing, a 
pedler without house, pack, or money. It might be hard for ^ ntn 
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lo get a wi6 ^ aU in Boeh % predieuj—^doiiH joa think it woaUi, 
His Tvjiaar 

^I seldom trodble mjeelf with such things/' eeid the lady^ 
gnvely. - - - . 

' Doxing this dialogne Ci^tain Lawton had been stodjing the oonn- 
tenanoe and manner of the hooaekeepery with a moat lodioxraa gra- 
yitj*, andy feaxfnl the oonTenation would eease, he enqnixedi with 
an appearance of great interest — 

''Ton think it was age and deUlitj that remored the old gentle- 
man at lastr* 

<< And the troableaome times. Trooble is a heavy poll-down to n 
sick-bed; but I suppose his time had comci and when that hqypenSy 
it matters bat little what doctor's stuff we take/' 

''Let me set yon right in that particular/' intermpted the snr- 
geon; ''we must all die, it is tmc; but it is permitted ns to ose the 
lights of science, in arresting dangers as they occori until ^'^ 
. " We can die Meamdmrn artem/' cried the trooper. 

To this obserration the physician did not deign to reply; but^ 
deeming it neoeasaiy to his professional dignity that the conTersation 
should oondnnOi he added— 

" Perhaps, in this instance, judicious treatment mi^t hare pro- 
longed the life of the patient Who administered to the caseT' 

" No one yet," said the housekeeper, with quickness; " I ezpeol 
he has made his last will in the testament'' 

The surgeon disregarded the smile of the ladies, and pursued his 
enquiries. 

" It is doubtless wise to be prepared for death. But under whose 
care was the sick man during hi» indisposition V* 

" Under mine," answered Katy, with an air of a little importance ; 
"and care thrown away I may well call it; for Harvey ia quite too 
iesptsable to be any sort of compensation at present" 

The mutual ignorance of each other's «>^^«"g made veiy littk 
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tntamiptioik to ihe dklogoei for both took a good deal (br granted, 
iod SitgreaTes parsiiod the sabjeet 

<<Aiid how did 70a treat himr 

^ Kfaidlj, 70a maj be certain/' said Katf, rather tartlj. 

^ The doctor means medically, madam,^ obeerred Captain LawtoUi 
with a &ce thai woold have honoured the fnnenl of the deceaaed. 

^I doctored him mostly jrith yarbs,'' said the honsekeeper, smil- 
in|^ aa if conscious of error. 

''With mmples/' returned the surgeon; ''they are safer in the 
li.nd.of th.iml«tte>«dth«>iDor«iKm«tfidi«>>«d».: Imtwrylud 
yon no regular attendant?" 

"I'm sure Harvey has suffered enough already from having sc 
much concerns with the rig'larsy'' replied the housekeeper; "he has 
lost liis all, and made himself a Tsgabond through the land; and I 
have reason to rue the day I ever crossed the threshold of his 
house/' 

"Br. Sitgreaves does not mean a rig'lar soldieri but a regular 
phymdan, madam/' said the trooper. 

" Oh !" cried the maiden, again correcting herself, " for the best 
of all reasons; there was none to be had, so I took care of him 
myself. If there had been a doctor at hand, I am sure we would 
gladly have had him ; for my part, I am clear for doctoring, though 
Harvey says I am killing myself with medicines ; but I am sure it 
will make but little difference to him, whether I live or die." 

" Therein yon show your sense," said the surgeon, approaching 
the spinster, who sat holding the palms of her hands and the soles 
of her feet to the genial heat of a fine fire, making the most of com- 
fort amid all her troubles; "you appear to be a sensible, discreet 
woman, and some who have had opportunities of acquiring more 
oorreet views might envy you your respect for knowledge and the 
li^ts of science." 

Although the housekeeper did not altogether comprehend the 
otber^s meaning, she knew he used a compliment, snd aa soeh was 
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pIfliMd wtth wlui lie nid; irith ioenusd animatiwii diera* 
fbre, the oriadi ^It was alwajs nid of nwi thai I wanted nolhiiig 
bot qyportiiiiit^ to make quite % phjaidaa mjaelf; so long as before 
I came to lire with Harvey's falher, they called me the pettieoat 
doetor/' 

''More trae than AiUf I dara say/' retained the snigeon, losing 
B^t of the woman's ohaiaeter in his sHmiration of her respeel £or 
tiie healing art ''In the absence of moce enlightened eoansellon^ 
the ej^Miienoe of n disoroet matron is frMjnently of great efieaoy 
in ^t'fw'^tig the progrBsa of disoase* under sooh oironmstanoesL 
madam, it is dieadfbl to hsre to eontflod with ignorance and 
obstinnqy." - " 

"Bad enoD^y as I well know from ezperimoe," cried Ka^, in 
triumph: "Harrey is as obstinate about such thingi as a dumb 
beast; one would think the care I took of his bed-ridden &ther 
mig^t lesm him better then to despise good nursing. But some 
day he may know what it is to want s careful woman in his hoosei 
though nowism sure he is too despisable himself to have ahoose." 

"Indeed| I can easily ffiWff p r fth wid the mortification you must 
hsTS ftlt in huTing one so self-willed to deal with," returned the 
surgeon, glancing his eyes reproeohfttlly at his conuade; "but you 
should rise superior to such opinions, snd pity the ignorance by 
which they are engendered." 

The housekeeper hesitated a moment, at a loss to comprehend all 
that the suigeon expressed, yet she &lt it was both complimentaiy 
and kind; therefore, suppressing her natural flow of language a 
little, she replied*— 

"I tell Hsrrey his conduct is often eoodemnable, and last ni|^t 
he msde my words good; but the opinions of such unbelieren ii 
not ynrj consequential; yet it is dreadful to think how he behaves 
at times : now, when he threw away the needle — " 

"What I" said the surgeon, interruptiDg her, "does he affiwt to 
deqnse the needle f But it is my lot to meet with men, daily, whs 
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an Mjually pemaiWi and who-dioir a still man culpable disreflpeel 
fbr the infomiatum that flows from the li^ts of seienoe/' 

The doctor turned his &oe towards Captain Lawton while speak* 
tn^ but the elsfalion of the head prevented his ejes fkom resting on 
the grate coontenanee maintained bj the trooper. Eatj listened 
with admiring attentioni and when the other had done, she addod-^ 

«Then Hartej is a disbeliever in the tides." 

<<Not beliera in the tidesT repeated the healer of bodies in 
astonishment J ** does the man distrost his senses f bat perhaps it is 
the inflnence of the moon that he doubts.'' 

<< That he does 1" ezdaimed Katjp shaking with delight at meet> 
ing with a man of learnings who could support her favourite opinions. 
" If you was to hear him talk, you would think he didn't believe 
there was such a thing as a moon at alL" 

<< It is the misfortune of ignorance and incredulity, madami that 
they feed themselves. The mind once rejecting useful information, 
insensibly leans to superstition and conclusions on the order of 
naturCi that are not leas prejudicial to the cause of truth, than they 
are at variance with the first principles of human knowledge." 

The ^inster was too much awoetruck to venture an undigested 
reply to this speech; and the surgeon, after pausing a moment in a 
kind of philosophical disdain, continued — 

^ That any man in his senses can doubt of the flux of the tides is 
more than I oould have thought possible ; yet obstinacy is a danger- 
ous inmate to harbour, and may lead us into any eiror, however 
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^ You think, then, they have an e&ct on the flux," said the 
housekeeper, enquiringly. 

Miss Peyton rose, and beckoned her nieces to give her their as> 
rifft^'TTt in the adjoining pantiy, while for a moment the dark visage 
of the attentive Lawton was lighted by an animation that vanished 
by an efibrt, as powerful, and as sudden, as the one that drew it into 
Oetng. 
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* ^After lefleetiiigwhedierlie rightly ondentood the meiniiig of Uie 
otber, the raigeon miking due allowanoe for the lore ef leeraia^ 
tcdng QpoQ A want of edocetiony leplied *— 

'^The moon, joa mean; mmj phfloeophen hate donbted how &r 
It aifeeta the tides; bat I think it is wilfollj rqjeeting the li^ta of 
idenoe not to beliere it eanaes both the finx and xeAax.'' 

* As reflox was a disorder with which Katj was not acqnaintfd| 
she thought it pmdent to be silent; jet burning with enriositj to 
know the meaning of certain portentoos H^ts to which the other so 
often alluded, she tentored to ask~> 

»If them lights he spoke of, were what was called northern lights 
in these partsf' 

In charity to her ignorance, the snxgeon wonld hare entered into 
an elaborate explanation of his meaning, had he not been interrupted 
bj the mirth of Lawton. The trooper had listened so fitf with great 
composure; but now he laoghed tmtil his aching bones reminded 
him of his fiill, and the tears rolled orer his cheeks in larger drops 
than had erer been secn.there before. At length the ofiended phy- 
sician seised an opportunity of a ponse to say—* 

** To you. Captain Lawton, it may be a source of triumph, that 
an uneducated woman should make a mistake in a subject, on which 
men of science hsTe long been at variance; but yet you find this 
respectable matron does not reject the lightfr— -does not reject the 
use of proper instruments in repairing injuries sustained by the ho- 
man ftame. You may possibly remember, sir, her allusion to the 
use of the needle/' 

^'Ay," cried the delighted trooper, <<to mend the pedler^s 
breeches. 

Katy drew np in erident displeasure, and prompt to yindioate her 
character for more lofty acquirementSy she said-— 

<<'T was not a common use that I put that needle to — but one of 
much greater Tirtue.'' 
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. ^'Sq^lain yaatmit, madam,'' aaid the arngeon impatiflniljy ^that 
Uiia gentleman maj aee bow little leaaon lie haa for exaltation." 

Thiia adkitedy Eatj panaed to eaUeei aafl&cient eloquence to gar> 
niah her namtiTe. The anhatance of her tale waa, that a diikl who 
had been plaeed by the goaidiana of the poor in the keeping of Har- 
r&j, had, in the abaenoe of ifia maater, injoied itelf badly in the 
fiM»t by ft laige needle. The <rfknding inatroment had been caxo* 
folly greaaedy wn^iped in wooUeni and plaoed in a certain diaimed 
nook of the chimney; while the foot, fiom a lear of weakening the 
incantation, waa left in a ataie of natane. The arrival of the pedkr 
had altered the whole of thia admirable treatment; and the conae- 
qoencea were expreaaed by Katy, aa ahe conefaided her nanatiTe, by 

^ 'T waa no wonder the boy died of a lock-jaw !" * 

Doctor Sitgrearea looked oat of the window in admiration of the 
brilliant moining, atriring all he coold to aToid th^baailiak eyea of 
hia comrade. He waa impelled, by a feeling that he coaU not con- 
ipier, however, to look Captain Lawton in the &ce. The trooper 
had arranged cTeiy maade of hia countenance to ejqxeaa aympathy 
lor the fiite of the poor child; bat the eraltation of hia ^ea cot the 
aatoonded man of acience to the qaick; he mattered aometlung con- 
cerning the condition of hia patienta, and retreated with precipitatioa. 

BHaa Peyton entered into the aitoation of things at the hooae of 
the pedler, with all the intereat of her excellent fedinga; ahe liatened 
patiently while Ejity reooonted, more particalarly, the dreomatancea 
of the paat night aa they had oceaired. The ^inater did not forget 
to dwell on the magnitnde of the peooniaiy loaa anntained by Haxw 
vey, and in no manner apared her invectiTea, at hia betraying a aeeret 
which mig^t ao eaaily hare been kept. 

^ For, Miaa Peyton," continned the hooadceeper, after a panaa to 
take breath, ** I woold bare given np lifo before I wonld have given 
np that aeeret. At the moat, they coold only have killed him, and 
now a body may aay that they have ahin both aonl and body; or, 
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wbat'B tbe Bame ihingy thej have made him a despiaable vagabond. 
I wonder who he thinks would* be hia wife, or who woold keep hia 
hooae. For mj part^ my good name ia too precioaa to be living 

' with ft lone man; ihoii|^, for the matter of that, ho ia never there. 
I am leaolted to tell him thia day, thiti atay there, a ongle womaui 
I will not an honr, after the foneral; and many him I donH think 
I will, nnleaa he becomea steadier, and more of a homebody/' 

^ The mild ipistreaa of the Looosts soffered the ezaberanee of the 
honaekeeper^s feeling to expend itaelf, and then, by one or two jndi- 
eiona qnestiona, that denoted a more intimate knowledge of the 
windings of the human heart in matten of Onpid, than might fiurly 
be supposed te belong to a spinster, she extracted enough from Ka^, 
to discover the improbability of Harvey's ever presuming to offiar 
himself, with his brokcfn fortunes, to the acceptance of Katharine 
Haynes. She, therefore, mentioned her own want of assistance in 
the present state^^her household, and expressed a wish that Katy 
would change her residence to the Locusts, in case the pedler had 
no further use for her services. After a few preliminaiy conditions 
on the part of the waiy housekeeper, the arrangement was con« 
duded; and making a few more piteous lamentations on the weight 
of her own losses, the stupidity of Harvey, united with some curio- 
sity to know the future fete of the pedler, Katy withdrew to make 
the necessary preparations for the approaching funeral, which was 
to take place that day. 

During the interview between the two females, Lawton, through 
delicacy, had withdrawn. Anxiety took him to the room of Captain 
Singleton. The character of thia youth, it has already been shown, 
endeared him in a peculiar manner to eveiy officer in the corps. 
The flingularly mild deportment of the young dragoon had, on so 
many oocasiona, been proved not to proceed from want of resolution, 
that hisalmost feminine softness of manner and appearance had 
felled to bring him into disrepute, even in that band of partisan 
waniors. 
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To the Major he wis as dear aa a brother, and hu 9Mj aobmis- 
voii to the directioiia of hia surgeon had made him a marked &Toar- 
lie with Dr. Situsreaves. The rough nsige the oorps often reoet^ed 
in its daring attacks, had hron^t each of its offioen, in socoesmoni 
nnderthe temporaxy keeping of the SQigeon. To Ci^»tain Singleton 
the man of science had decreed the pahn of docility, on each oocsp 
sions, and Captain Lawton he had fiurij^bbck-balled. He fre- 
qnentlj dedaxed, with nnoonqoerahle simplidty and earnestness of 
manner, thai it gave him more plessore to see the former broo^t 
in woonded than any officer in the squadron, and that the hitter af* 
forded him the least; a ecmipliment and condemnation that were 
usually received by the first of the parties with a q[aiet smile of good 
natore, and by the last with a graTe bow of thanks. On the present 
occasion, the mortified'snrgeon and exulting trooper met in the room 
of Captain Singleton, as a place where they could act on common 
ground. Some time was occupied in joint attentions to the comfort 
of the wounded officer, and the doctor retired to an apartment pre- 
pared for his own aooonmiodation; here, within a few minutes, he 
was surprised by the entrance of Lawton. The triumph of the 
trooper had been so complete, that he felt he could aflbrd to be gen- 
erous, and commencing by Voluntarily throwing aside his coat, he 
cried carelessly— 

'' Sitgreaves, administer a little of the aid of the lights of science 
to my body, if you please.'' 

The surgeon was beginning to feel this was a subject that was 
intolerable, but venturing a glance towards his comrade, he saw with 
surprise the preparations he had made, and an air of sincerity about 
him, that was unusual to his manner when making such a req[uest 
Changing his intended burst of resentment to a tone of civQ enquiry, 
ha said— ^ 

^Boes Captain Lawton want any thing at my hands f' 

''LookfiDryoursel^my dear sir," said the trooper mildly; ^hers 
seem to be most of the colours of the ndnbow, on this shoulder." 
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.-«i.«< You halve. rMmm toot mpng so/' aud, the other^ himdling the 
part with great tendenieaB Mod oooaamiiuLte akill; bat hi^pily 
nothing u broken. It la wonderful how well joa escaped I" 
j> .«I ba^ie been a tombler from mj youth, andji am paat minding 
a few fidla fkom a hone; but^ Sitgreaveay" he added with affecti o n, 
and pointing to a ecar on hia body, ^^do you remember thia bit 
ofwoikr 

> ^'Perfeody weU, .Jack; it was bravely obtained, and neatly 
extneled; but don't yoa think I had better apply an oil to these 
faniiaesr 
- ^ Certainly/' said Lawton, with unexpected oondesoension. 

^Now, my dear boy," ened-^e doctor, exuliangly, as he busied 
himself in applying the remedy to the hurts, ''do you not think ii 
would have been better to have done all this last night?'' 

<< Quite probable." 

'' Yes, Jack, but if you had let me . perform the operation 
of phlebotomy when I first saw you, it would have been of infinite 
servioe." 

^No phlebotomy," said the other, positiTely. 

<'It is now too late; but a dose of oil would cany off the humoun 
fiunoualy." 

To this the Captain made no reply, but grated his teeth, in a way 
that showed the fortress of his mouth was not to be assailed without 
a resolute resistance; and the experienced physician changed the 
sol]Ject by saying — 

''It ia a pity, John, that you did not catch the rascal, after the 
danger and trouble you inourred." 

The Captain of dragoons made no reply; and, while placing some 
bandagea on the wounded shoulder, the surgeon ccmtinued — 

" If I have any wish at all to destroy human life, it is to have the 
pleasure of seeing that traitor hanged." 

«I thought your business was to cure and not to alay," said the 
trooper, drily 
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^Ajl but he has cuued wsoeh hea^y losses hyhis infbnna- 
lioo, that I sometiiiies fed. a jerj unphilosophical temper towards 
that spy/' 

** Yoa should not enoounge soch fiwlin^i of animosity to any of 
your feUow-craataieS|'' letoined LawtoOy in a tone that caused the 
operator to drop a pin he was snanging in the bandages from his ' 
hand. He looked the patient in the fbce to remove all donbts of his 
identity: finding, howerer, it was his old oomiadey Captain John 
Lawton, who had spoken, he rallied his sstonished fiMnldeSi and 
piooeeded by saying — • 

'* Your doctrine is jost^ and in general I snbscribe to it Bnt^ 
John, my dear fellow, is the bandage easyf^ 

« Quite.'' 

*' I agree with yoa as a whole; bat as matter is infinitely divisible, 
so no ease exists withoat an exoeption. Lawton, do yoa feel tujV 
. "Veiy." 

. ''It is not only ernel to die safoer, bat sometimes onjost to 
others, to take homan life where a lees ponishment woold answer 
the porpose. Now, Jack, if yoa were only — more your arm a 
little — if yoa were only— >I hope yoa feel easier, my dear friend T' 

"Much." 

*' Iff my dear John, yoa woold teach yoar men to cut with men 
discretion, it wonld snswer yoa the same porpose— and give me 
great pleasare/' 

The doctor drew a heavy sigh, as he was enabled to get rid of 
what was nearest to his hesrt; and the dragoon oooUy replaced his 
cost, saying with great deliberation as he retired—' 

^ I know no troop that cut more jodidoiisly ; they generally shave 
from the crown to the jaw." 

The disappointed operator collected his instromenti, and with a 
heavy heart proceeded to pay a visit to the room of Cokoel 
Wellmere. 
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nb ftifff ftcm ooateiM » tool u nlfb^ 
At that which Ufw within a guaA*u ftanM; 
'l^en aleiuier limbi, Uut trembl* IUm th« 
At ■wmimir •fv&inf'a aifh, uphold a apiritp 
Whieht raoMd, eaa tawar «a tha haight at haaiaa, 
And lifht thoaa ahiaiiif windowa of tha &oa 
With mueh of haavan'a own radianca. 



Thb nmiilMr and ehanoter of her gaefte had graatl j added to tho 
oana of MJaa Joanetto PeytoD. Tha morning fimnd thorn all lo- 
alored, in aoma maaaare, to thair fivmar aaaa of bodj, with the ax* 
oaptioQ of tha Touthfol o^itaia of dzagoona, who had baaa ao daaplj 
wgiolt ad hj Dimwoodia. Tha wound of tiua oAoar waa aarara^ 
thoo^ tho augaon panararad in aajing that it waa without dangor. 
Hia oomnday wo hafo shown, had doacrtod hia eooch ; and Haniy 
Whaiton awoka from a alaap that had bean nndiatorbad hj any thing 
Int a diaam of anflfaring amputation nndor tha handa of a augical 
nofioa. AaitprovedyhowaTaritobanothingbatadnamitha jonth 
fimnd himaalf mnott lofreahad by hia alomban; and Dr. Sitgrearaa 
xomovad all fiurthar nipwihanaiona by oonfidantly pronoandng that 
ha woold ba a wall man within a fortni^t. 

During all thia tima Colonal WaUmara did not maka hia appcor- 
anoa; ho biaak&atad in hia own room, and, notwithstanding oartain 
■gnJBnant amilaa of tho man of acianoe, dedaiod himaalf too mncia 
iigiiiad to riaa from hia bed* Leaving him, thareforei andeafonring 
to ooooeal hia chagrin in tha aolitode of hia chamberi^tha aoigeoa 
pi oeee d e d to the mofo gratefol taak of sitting an honr by tha bedaida 

am 
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of Geoige Singlefion. A slight floah was on the &oe of the patient 
as the doctor entered the room; and the latter advanoed promptlji 
and laid his fingers on the poise of the yonth; beekoning to him to 
be 8ilen% while he mattered to himself—^ 

^Chrawingsymptomsof afefarilepnlse— no, no, my dear George, 
/on must remain qjaaei and domb; though your eyes look betteri 
and yoor skin has eren a moistnre/' 

<^Nayi my dear Sitgreaves,'* ssid the yonthi taking his hand, '^yoa 
see there is no fever about me : look, is there any of Jack Lawton's 
hoar-frost on my tongoef' 

'^Noy indeed/' said the surgeon, ch^png a spoon in the mouth of 
the other, forcing it open, snd looking down his throat as if disposed 
to visit the interior in person; ^'the tongue is well, and the pulse 
begins to lower again. Ah ! the bleeding did yon good. Phleboto- 
my is a sovereign specifio for southern constitutions. But that mad- 
cap Lawton obstiDately refused to be blooded for a fill he had from 
his horse Isst night Why, George, your case is becoming singular,'* 
continued the doctor, instinctively throwing aside his wig; ''yov 
pulse even and soft, your skin moist, but your eye fiery, and cheek 
flushed. Oh ! I must examine more closely into theee symptoms.** 

'' Softly, my good friend, softly,'' said the youth, fidlbg back on 
his pillow, and losmg some of that colour which alarmed his cornp** 
nion; ''I believe, in extracting the ball, you did for me all that is 
required. I am free from pain, snd only weak, I do assure you." 

*' Captain Singleton," said the surgeon, with heat, <'it is presomp- 
toous in you to pretend to tell your medical attendant when you are 
frree from pain : if it be not to enable us to decide in such matters, 
of what avail the lights of sdence ? For shame, George, for shame ! 
even that perverse fellow, John Lawton, could not behave with more 
obstinacy." 

His patient smiled, as he gently repulsed his physician in an at- 
tempt to undo the bandages, and, with a returning glow to his nhtrnks^ 
enquired^ 

R 
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f^Do, AioinbMf" — a tenn of endeanneat that seldom fiuled t6 
•often the o^exotor'e heart,— 7 << tell me what spirit from heaven has 
been gliding around mj ifartment^ while I laj pretending to 
aleepr 

f^ If any one interferes with my patients," oried the doctofi hsstilyi 
^I will teaeh them, spirit or no spirit, what it is to meddle with 
another man's ooncems." 

' f'Tot— my dear ftUow, there was no interference mad^ nor any 
intended; see/' exhibiting the bandages, '' ereiy thing is as you left 
it^— bat it glided about the room with the grace of a fiuxy, and the 
tenderness of an angeL'' 

"^^The surgeon, haying aadsfied himself that evexy thing was as he 
had left it^ Teiy deliberately resumed his seat and replaced his wig, 
as he enquired, with a breyity that would have honoured Lieutenant 
Hason — 

<'Had it petticoats, Oeorger 

^'I saw nothing but its heavenly eyes — its bloom — its migestio 
step— its grace," replied the young man, with rather more ardour 
than his surgeon thought consistent with his debilitated condition; 
and he laid his hand on his mouth to stop him, saying himself — 

<< It must have been Miss Jesnette Peyton — a lady of fine acoom« 
plishments, with — hem — with something of the kind of step you 
speak of — a very complacent eye ; and as to the bloom, I dare say 
offices of charity can summon as fine a colour to her cheeks, as glows 
in the fiices of her more youthful nieces." 

^'Nieces! has she nieces, then? The angel J saw may be a 
danghter, a sister, or a niece, — but never an aunt" 

'' Hush, (Jeorge, hush; your talking has brought your pulse up 
again. You must observe quiet, and prepare for a meeting with 
your own sister, who will be here within an hour." 

<< What, Isabellal and who sent for herf" 

f'The Major." 

^ Considerate Dunwoodie I" murmured the exhausted youth, rink- 
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ing again on his pfllow, where the cnminanda of hia attendant eook 
pelled him to remain ailent " '^ 

• Even Captain Lawton had heen reoeiTed with many and oonrteona 
enqnixiea after the atate of hia health, from all the memhen of the 
ftmilj, when he made hia morning entrance; bat an inviaible apirit 
fnaidedxyTertheeomfintBof IheEngliahGoloneL Sarah had ahmnk 
with eonadonaneaa from entering the room; jet ahe hnew the poei-^ 
tion of erevy ^aaa, and had, with her own hands, sapplied the con- 
tents of eyeiy bowl, that atood on hia table. 

At the time of our tale, we were a divided people, and Sarah 
thoog^t it waa no mne than her duty to cheriah the inatitationa of 
that ooontiy to which ahe yet dung aa the land of her fore&therB; 
bat there were other and more cogent reasons for the aflent prefer 
enoe ahe waa giving to the Englishman. Hia image had first filled 
the Toid in her yoathfnl fimcy, and it was an imago that was distin- 
goished by many of those attractiona that can enchain m female 
heart It ia tme, he wanted the personal excellence of Peyton Don- 
woodie, bat hia pretensions were fax from contemptible. Sarah had 
mored about the honae doring the morning, casting frequent and 
longing glancea at the door of Wellmere's apartment, anxiona to 
learn the condition of his wonnds, and yet ashamed to enquire ; con- 
adooa interest kept her tongne tied, nntO her sbter, with the frank* 
nesB of innocence, had pat the desired question to Dr. SitgreaTcs. 

''Colonel Wellmere," said the operator, gnvely, '' is in what I caU 
a state of free-will, madam. He ia ill, or he ia well, aa he pleasea. 
Hia case, yoang lady, exceeds my art to heal; and I take it Sii 
Heniy Clinton is the best adriser he can apply to ; though Majoi 
Donwoodie has mad» the communication with hia leech father dif> 
fioolt'' 

nanoaa smiled, bat arerted her free, whfle Sarah moved, with 
the grace of an offended Juno, from the apartment Her own room, 
howerer, afforded her bat little relief, and in paasing throogh the 
long gdlery that eonmmnicated with each of the chamben of thr 



) 



172 THE SPY. 

bnildingy sh^ notioed the door of Singleton's xoom to be open. The 
vonnded youth seemed sleeping, and was alone. She had yentnred 
lightly into the apartment^ and busied herself for a few minutes in 
axrang^ the tables, and the nourishment provided for the patient, 
hardly conscious of what she was doing, and possibly dreaming that 
these little feminine offices were performed for another. Her natu- 
ral bloom was heightened by the insinuation of the surgeon, nor was 
the luslze of her eye in any degree diminished.' The sound of the 
approaching footstep of Sitgreaves hastened her retreat down a pri- 
Tate stairway, to the side of her sister. The sisters then sought the 
fresh air on the piazza; and as they pursued their walk, arm in arm, 
the following dialogue took place: — " % 

'* There is something disagreeable about this surgeon of Dunwoo- 
die,'' said Sarah, '^ that causes mo to wish him away most heartily.'' 

Frances fixed her laughing eyes on her sister; but forbearing to 
speak, the other readily construed their expression, and hastily added, 
** But I forget he is one of your renowned corps of Virginians, and 
must be spoken of reyerently." 

'^ As respectfully as you please, my dear sister; there is but little 
danger of exceeding the truth.'' 

"Not in your opinion," said the elder, with a little warmth; 
'^ but I think Mr. Dunwoodie has taken a liberty that exceeds the 
rights of consanguinity; he has made our fiither's house a hospital." 

" We ought to be grateful that none of the patients it contains are 
dearer to us." 

"Your brother is one." 

"True, true," interrupted Frances, blushing to the eyes; "but 
he leaves his room, and thinks his wound lightly purchased by the 
pleasure of being with his finends. If," she added, with a tremulous 
lip, " this dreadful suspicion that is affixed to his visit were removed, 
I could consider his wound of little moment." 

"You now have the froits of rebellion brought home to you; a 
brother wounded and a prisoner, and perhaps a victim; your fiUiher 
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dhhi« e J| hif princj intemipted, and not improW^ ^ «toles 
torn fivim him, on Mooimt of hia lojilfcy to his king/' • -* 

Fnnoes eontinoed herirtlk in silenoe. While facing the northern 
entitnoe to the Tile, her eyes were nnifonnly fiotened on the point 
where the road was raddenlj lost bj the interrention of a hill; and 
at each tan, as she lost sight of the spot, she lingered nntil an im- 
patient moTcment of her sister quickened her pace to an eren motion 
with that of her own. At length, a single horse-chaise was seen 
making its waj carefvUj among the stones which lay scattered over 
the oountiy road that woond throagh the Tallej, and approached the 
cottage. The oolonr of Frances changed as the Tehide grsdnally 
drew nearer; and when she was enabled to see a female form in il 
bj the side of a black in livery, her limbs shook with an agitation 
tiu^ compelled her to lean on Sarah for support In a few minutes 
the trsTcllers approached the gate. It was thrown open by a 
dragoon who followed the carnage, and who had been the messenger 
despatched by Dunwoodie to the &ther of Captain Singleton. Miss 
Peyton sdvanced to receive their guest, and the sisten united in 
giving her the kindest welcome; still Frances could with diffienlty 
withdraw her truant eyes from the countenanoe of their visiter. She 
was young, and of a light and fragile form, but of exquisite propor- 
tions. Her eye was large, full, black, piercing, and at times a littb 
wild. Her hair was luxuriant, snd as it was without the powder il 
was then the frshion to wear, it fell in raven blackness. A few of 
its locks had fidlen on her cheek, giving its chilling whiteness by the 
eontnst a more deadly character. Dr. Sitgrsaves s u pported her 
from the chaise; and when she gained the floor of the piana, ahe 
turned an expressive look on the face of the praetitiooer. 

''Tour brother is out of danger, and wishes to see you, Hiss Sa- 
gleton,'' said the suigeon. 

The lady burst into a flood of tears. ^Frances had stood eontem* 
plating the action and face of Isabella with a kind of uneasy admif 
ntiony but she now sprang to her side with the aidoor of a 
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and JddSLj dxawing her an;* witlim her own, led the mj to a xetized 
room. The movement waa ao ingennooa, ao eonaidenitey and ao 
^elicate, that even Miaa Peyton withheld her interfnenoe, following 
the jonthfbl pair with only her eyea and a anule of eomplaoency. 
The feeling waa oommnnicated to all the apeotatora, and they dia- 
peroed in pnrsoit of their nsoal aTocationa. Isabella yielded to the 
gantle infloence of Enncea without leaiatanoe; and| having gained 
the room where the latter oondnctod her, wept in silence on the 
ahoulder of the obaervant and soothing g^l, until Fianoea thought 
her tean exceeded the emotion natural to the occasion. The sobs 
of Miss Singleton for a time were violent and uncontrolkble, until, 
with an evident exertion; she yielded to a kind observation of her 
companion^ and succeeded in suppressing her tears. Baising her 
fiuse to the eyes of Frances, she rose, while a smile of beautiful 
radiance passed ov^ her features; and making a basij apology for 
the excess of her emotion, she desired to be conducted to the room 
of the invalid. 

The meeting betwem the brother and sister was warm, but, by 
an effi>rt on the part of the lady, more composed than her previous 
a^tadon had given reason to expect Isabella found her brother 
looking better, and in less danger than her sensitive imagination had 
led her to suppose. Her spirits rose in proportion ; from despond- 
en^, she passed to something like gaiely; her beautiful eyes sparkled 
with renovated brilliancy; and her &ce vraa lighted with smiles so 
fitfdnating, that Ranoea, who, in compliance with her earnest en- 
treaties^ had accompanied her to the sick chamber, sat gazing on a 
countenance that possessed so wonderful variability, impelled by a 
charm that waa beyond her controL The youth had thrown an ear-, 
neetlook at Erances^ as aoon aa his sister raised herself from his 
arms, and perhaps it was the first g^ce at the lovely lineamente 
of our heroine, when the gaaer turned his eyes from the view in dis- 
appointment He seemed bewildered, rubbed his forehead like a 
man awaking from a dream, and mused. 
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«^Wh6f« is Dimiroodia, lidwIhT^ he Mud; << dM ezeelbni f^^ 
b never weuy of kind actions. After a daj of mdi aerrioe as thai 
of jesterdaj, he has spent the ni^i in bringing me a nmae, whose 
presence alone is able to raise me fh>m mj conch.^ 

The expression of the ladj's conntenanoe changed ; her eye xored 
round the apartment with a character of wildness in it that repelled 
the anzioos Frances, who studied her movements with imflrTttil 
interest. 

''Dnnwoodiel is he then not heref I thought to have met him 
by the side of my brother's bed.'' 

^He has datios that require his presence elsewhere: the Englisih 
are said to be out by the way of the Hndson, and they girs na li^l 
troops bat little rest : sorely nothing else conld hare kept him so 
long from a wounded friend. But, Isabella, the meeting has been 
too much for yoa; you tremble." 

Isabella made no reply : she stretched her hand towixds the taUe 
which held the nourishment of the Captain, and the attentiTe P^aa* 
ees eomprehended her wishes in a moment A glass of water ia 
some measure reTired the sister, who was enabled to say*— 

^Doubtless it is his duty. 'Twas said abore, a royal party waa 
moring on the river ; though I passed the troops but two miles from 
this spot'' The Utter port of the sentence was hardly audible, and 
it was spoken more in the manner of a soliloq[uy, than as if intended 
for the ean of her companions. 

"On the march, Isabellar' eagerly enquired her brother. 
• "No, di smo un ted, and seemingly at rest," was the reply. 

The wondering dragoon turned his gate on the oountenanoe of hii 
sister, who sat with her eye bent on the carpet in mMonsciona ab» 
aenoe, but found no explanation. His look was changed to the free 
of Frances, who, startled by the earnestness of his egression, aitMy 
and hastily enquired if he would have anf sssistance 

"If you can pardon the rudeness," aaid the woonded 
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ing a fieUa eSvt to niae liis lodj,^! would zeq[Oflsttoluif«0^ 
tern LMrton's eomptny for a momeiit'' 

ninoei liiitenod instantly to oommiiniette his wisli to that gen- 
tiemaci and, impelled bj an interat ahe could not eontrol| ihe w> 
toned again to ber seat by tbe side of MBss Singleton. ' 

''LawtoDi'' ssid tbe jontb| impatientlj, ss tbe trooper entered^ 
''bear jon from tbe Majorr' 

Ibe Ibjo of tbe aster was now bent on tbe &oe of tbe trooperi 
wbo made bis sslntations to tbe lady witb esse, blended witb tbe 
frsnkness of a soldier. 

''His man bas been bere twiooi'' be ssid| "to enqoiie bow we 
fiffed in tbe Lasaretto/' 

" And wbj not bimself r' 

"Tbat is a question tbe Major can answer best; but jou know 
tbe led-coats are abroad, and Dnnwoodie commands in tbe county; 
these Englisb must be looked to/' 

"True,'' ssid Sin^eton, slowly, ss if struck witb tbe otber^s n*. 
boos; "but bow is it tbat yon are idle, wben tbere is woik to do T' 

"My sword snn is not in tbe best condition^ snd Boanoke bas but 
a abambling gait tbis morning; besides, tbera is snotber resson I 
could mention, if it were not tbat Miss Wbsrton would neter foi]pte 
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"Speak, I beg, witbout dread of my displessore,'' sud Fiances, 
returning tbe good-bumouied smile of tbe trooper, witb tbe archness 
natural to ber own sweet noe* 

"Tbe odours of your kitcben, then,*' cried Lawton bluntly, 
"forbid my quitting tbe domains, until I qualify myself to spesk 
witb more certainty concerning tbe fotness of tbe hnd.'* 

"Ob! aunt Jeanette is exerting beradf to do credit to my fiuber^s 
bcqatality,'' said tbe laughing girl, "and I am a truant from ber 
labours, as I shall be a stranger to ber fo?our, unless I proffer my 
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Francea withdrew to seek bersnnt,musinffdeeiilTont]iecbsraetei 
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ind CK&raiM MfiiibilitT of tfaa wfw KHfnaiwIiiiiftft tfhtiiftt hid Ivoaght 
to Um cottoga. .« -..: ./ 

Xhe wounded officer fbllotred her with hit ejeti m she mbVedi 
with in&ntile grace, through the door of his i^ertiiieiit^ and as ahe 
nni|hed from his liew, he obaerred** 

^Siieh an aont and niece are aeldom to be met with, Jack; thia 
liema a furj, bat the annt ia angelia'' 

^ Yon are doing well, I aee; your enthuiaani fat the aex holda 
ita own. 

''I ahooU be nngratefol aa well as inaensiblei did I not bear tes» 
tiaonj to the lorelineaa of 3IiaB Peyton.^' 

^ A good motherly ladj, bat aa to lore, that ia % matter of taate. 
A &w jeaxs joonger, with deference to'her prndence and experiencCi 
would accord bettor with mj fiuicy." 

** She moat be under tmeatj/' aaid the other, qdicklj. 

"Itdependaon the waj joacount If jou begin at the heel of 
li&, well; but if you reckon downward, aa ia moat common, I think 
aha ia nearer forty." 

^ You hare miataken an elder aiater for the annt,'' aaid laabella, 
laying her fur hand on the mouth of the inralid; ''you muat be 
ailent I your feelings are beginmng to affect your frame." 

The entrance of Dr. Sitgreavea, who, in some alann, notioed the 
in cr c aae of foTeriah aymptoms in hia patient, enforced thia mandate; 
and the trooper withdraw to pay a Tiait of condolence to B oanok e, 
who had been an eq[ual adlerer with himaelf in their last ni^t^a 
s omerse t To his graat joy, by man pronounced the steed to be 
ecpally convalescent with the maater; and Lawton found that by 
dint of robbing the animal'a limba, acTsral boon without ceasing 
he was enabled to pbce hia foot in iriiat he oaDed ayrtesaatas 
motion. ^Ordera were accordingly given to be in raadinaaa to rejoin 
the tooop at the Four Gomezs, aa aoon aa hia master had ahared in 
the boanty of the approaching banquet 

In the mean time, Heniy Wharton entoied the apaitment d . 
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WeDmeve^ tud by Us MpBLjaAj wweeedad Jn nsteing tlw GoIomI 
to his own good gnoes. The latter wai ooueqiiiaitlj enabled to 
riaoiand prepued to meet a mal of whom be bad spoken so li^tly, 
sndy ss tbe result bad profed, with so little resson. Wharton knew 
that their misfortanei as they both termed their detet, was owmg 
to the other^s rashness; bat he foibore to spesk of sny thing except 
the nnlbrtansto socident which bad deprited the English of their 
leader^ and to which he goodrnatuedly ascribed their snbseqiient 
disoomntnre. 

^Jn shorty Wharton,'* ssid the Colonel, patting one leg oat of bed, 
^it may be called a combination of nntowaid e?ents; yoar own 
angoremable horse prerented my ofders from being canned to the 
Major, in sesson to flank the rebels.'' 

**Yerj tne" replied the Captain, kicking a slipper towards the 
bed; ''had we s o fteeded in getting a fcw good Area npon them in 
flank, we shoald bsTo sent these brsTo Tirginians to the rif^t sbeat" 

''Ay ! snd that in doable qnick time," cried the Colonel, making 
the other 1^ follow its companion; ''then it was necesssiy to root 
the guides, yoa know, and the movement gare them the best posnble 
opportnnity to chsrge." 

"Tes," ssid the other, sending the ssoond slipper sfter the flni; 
''and thia Major Donwoodie nofer oreriooks an adTantage.'' 

Ml think if we had the thing to do orer agsin," continoed the 
Colonel, raising himself on his 6el> "we mi^t alter the caae teiy 
materially, thoo^ the chief thing the rebds haw now to bosst of is 
n^ a^iare : they were repalssd, joilsbw, in dieir attempt to drite 
OS from the wood. 

"At lesst they would hate been, had they made an attack," sud 
the Oq^tatn, throwing the rest of his dothes within reach of the 
CoionsL ^:' 

"Why that is the ssme thing," ratumed Wellmen, beglnniqg to 
dnsi himself: " to sssume each sn stlitride sa to M**^wS<i*i^ vont 
ly, is the diief sri of war." 
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^Boobdetis tlieiiy joa majivinttBiberiii one of ihor ehaxges thej 
wore eomplotdy itmted." 

^Trne^traa/' cried the Cdonel, vith ftnimAtioii : ^ had I been 
there to hare improTed that advantage, we mi^t have turned the 
table on the Yankees;'' aaying which, he displayed still greater ani« 
maticm in completing his toilette; and he was soon prepared to make 
his appearance, fnllj restored to his own good opinion, and fiiirl j 
persoaded that his captore was owing to casoalties, absolatel j be jond 
the control of man. 

The knowledge that Colonel Wellmere was to be a goest at the 
taUe, in no d^;ree diminished the preparations which were already 
making for the banquet; and Sarah, after receiving the compliments 
of the gentleman, and making many kind enquiries after the state 
of his wounds, proceeded in person to lend her counsel and taste to 
one of those laboured entertainments, which, at that day, were so' 
frequent in eountry life, and which are not entiiely ^«^ihfil bom 
domestio economy at the p r e sen t moment 



. t 



» « 






* 






« I 



» . ♦ 



CHAPTER THT. 

I win iteBd tp ud fttdi 
AlthoQf h mj iMt 



Tbi Kvoor of prepaniioii which had been noCioed bj (^ptain lA#i 
too, begMi to increase within the walls of the cottage : certain sweet* 
—jelling odonrSy that arose from the sabterranean territories of 
GnsaTy gate to the trooper the most pleasing sssnranoes thai his 
olfiustoiy nenresi which on such occasions were as acato as his eyes 
on others, had fidthfiiUj perftrmed their dntj; and for the heneCt 
of enjojing the passing sweets ss they arose, the dragoon so placed 
himself at a window of the boildinc^ thai not a Tapoor ehaiged with 
the qpioes of the east, eoold exhale on its passage to the doiid% 
without first giving its incense to his nose. Lawton, however, hj 
no means indnlged himself in this eoraftrtaUeanangement, without 
fiist making sooh pre p ar a tions to do meet honour to the foa8t,ashis 



aeantjr wardrobe woold allow. The vnilbrm of hiscoips wasalwajs 
a p a sq )oi t to the best taUes, and this, thoogh somewhat tarnished 
bj fidthfbl serrioe and nnceremonioQB nsage, was properly brashed 
and decked oat for the occasion His head, which nature had orn^ 
mented with the blackness of a crow, now shone with the whiteness 
of snow; and his bonj hand, thai so well became the sabre, peered 
from beneath a raffle with something like maiden cojness. The 
improTementa of the dragoon went no farther, excepting thai his 
boots shone with more then holiday qplendoar, and his wpan |^ 
lend in the raya of the son, as became the pare ore of which thej 
eonpoaed. 
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'Caesar mored diroagli the apartments with a fiioe charged with 
an importance exceeding even that which had accompanied him in 
his melancholy task of the morning. The black had earl j returned 
from the errand on which he had been despatched by the pedler, 
and, obedient to the commands of his mistressy promptly appeared 
to giro his services, where his allegiance was dne ; so serious, indeed, 
was his duty now becoming, that it was only at odd moments he 
was enabled to impart to his sable brother, who had been sent in 
attendance on Miss Singleton to the Locusts, any portion of the 
wonderful incidents of the momentous night he had so lately passed. 
By ingeniously using, howeyer, such occasions as aoddentally offiBred, 
Caesar communicated so many of the heads of his tale, as served to 
open the eyes of his yiaitor to their fullest width. The gusto for 
the marvellous was innate in these sable worthies; and Miss Peyton 
found it necessary to interpose her authority, in order to postpone 
the reaadue of the history to a more befitting opportunity. 

''Ah ! 3Iiss Jinnott,'' said Csesar, shaking his head, and looking 
all that he expressed, "'twas %yjftd to see Johnny Birch walk on a 
feet when he lie dead !" 

This concluded the conversation; though the black promised him- 
solf the satisfaction, and did not fiul to enjoy it, of having many a 
good gossip on the solemn subject at a future period. 

The ghost thus happily laid, the department of Miss Peyton tioi^ 
rished; and by the time the afternoon's son had travelled a two 
hours' journey from the meridian, the formal procession from the 
kitchen to the parlour commenced, under the aaspiees of Caesar, who 
led the van, supporting a turkey on the palms of his withered hands, 
with the dexterity of a balance-master. 

Next followed the servant of Ci^rtain LswtoB, bearings as he 
marched stiffly, and walking wide, as if allowing room for his steed, 
a ham of true Virginian flavour; a present from the spinster's bro- 
ther in Accomac The supporter of this savoury dish kept his eye 
en his trust with military precision ; and by the time he reaohed his 
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destinatioii, it miglit be di£Bealt to aaj wUeh eohtadned tihe most 
juioe, his own mouth or the Aooomao bacon. 

' Third in the line was to be seen the yalet of Colonel WeDmerei 
who carried in either hand chickens fiicasseed, and ojater patdca. 

After him marched the attendant of Pr. Sitgreayes, who had in* 
stinctiTely seized an enormoos tureen, as most resembling matters he 
understood, and followed on in place, until the steams of the soup ao 
completely bedimmed the spectacles he wore, as a badge of office, 
that, on aniTing at the scene of action, he was compelled to deposit 
his freight #n Ibe flttr, until, bj removing the glasses, he ceuld see 
his way thraiigh the pibv ff reserved china and plate-warmers. 

Next iWlcwed another trooper, whose duty it was to attend on 
Captain Singleton ; and, as if apportioning his appetite to the feeble 
state of his master, he had contented himself with conveying a pair 
of ducks, roasted, until their tempting fragrance began to make him 
repent his having so lately demolished a breakfiist that had been 
provided for his master's sister, with another prepared for himself. 

The white boy, who belcmged to the house, brought up the rear, 
groaning under the load of sundry dishes of vegetables, that the 
cook, by way of climax, had unwittingly heaped on him. 

But this was fiur from all of the preparations for that day's feast 
CsBsar had no soon^ deponted his bird, which, but the week 
before, had been flying amongst the highlands of Dutchess^ little 
dreaming of so sooii heading such a goodly assemblage, than he 
turned mechanically on his heel, and took up his line of march again 
for the kitohen. In this evolution the black was imitated by his 
companions in succession, and another proce s sion to the parlour fol- 
lowed in the same order. By this admirable arrangement^ whole 
flocks of pigeons, certain bevies of quails, shoals of flat-flsh, baai^ 
and sundry woodcod^ finmd their way into the presence of the 
company. . 

A thud attack brought soitable quantities of potatoes, onionS; 
beets^ cdd-alaw, riod^ and aU the other minutiss^iaf »good]|y dinner.; 
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' The bond now fidrlj gnwwd ivxth-Amerieair p ro fiab a ; and GaBt**' 
■tf , g^dDg hb eje (nrer the show iiitK a mort iq^ypro*?!^ 
after n^adjuliiig ereiy diah tfaal bad not been placed on the table 
nitfa hia own banda^ proceeded to acqqamt the miatzeaaaf the rofda* 

that bia taak waa bappflj acoompliabed. 

Some half-boor befine the cnlinarj amy joat recorded took plac^ 
all the ladies diaappeared, much in the aame nnacooontable manner 
thai awallowa flee the approach of wiitar. Bat the qwing-time of 
their retom had amved, and the wbde party were collected in an 
apartment that^ in conaeqoence of ita containing no ade-table, and 
being famished with a cbinti coreiiet aetteCy waa tenned a withdraw-- 
mg-room. 

Hie kind-hearted apinater had deemed the occaaion wnrtby, not 
only of extranrdinaiy preparationa in the colinary department, bot 
had aeen proper to deck her own peraon in garments aoited to the 
gnesta whom it waa now her b^jAneaB to entertain* 

On her head Miaa Peyton wore a cap of ezqaivte lawn, wbidi 
waa ornamented in front with a broad border of lace, that apread 
from the baoe in aneh a manner aa to admit of a display of 
artifioial flowen^ dnatered in a groop on the apcmiit of her fine 

HDreneaci* 
Ibe cobar of her hair waa loat in the proloapin of powder with 

which it waa covered; bat a ali§^ cmiing of the eztremitiea in 

aome d^;ree relieved the fonnality of ita arxanpment^ and gave a 

look of feminine aoftneaa to the fratorea. 
• Her dzeaa waa a rich, heavy ailki'of violet coknr, cot low aroond 

the boat^ with a irtomachffr of the aame malerial| Ahat fitted doae to 
'the figoTBy and exhibited the tern, from the ahooldeni to the waiat^ 

in ita true proportiooak Below, the dreaa waa fnlL and aofikaently 

diowed' thai paraimony in attire waa noi a fiible i€ the day.- A 

aanU hoop diqpUyed the beanty of tfie frbrie to advantage, and 

aided in ^ving majesty to the tgan. 
The tall atainre of the lady waa hej^tanedby AiM of the 
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material Triih the dreaB, wliose heels added more than an inch to the 



liberality of nature* • • \^r'i: :>,i. •••'•• ^^ ••■•) f;«- >••* .;» v, -•••i 

.^Xhe aleeTea were shorty and doee to the limb, nntQ thej fill off , 
at the elbowB in large raffles, that hnng in rich profbaion from the 
aim when extended; and duplicates and triplicates of lawn, trimmed 
with Dresden lacoi lent their aid in giving delicacy to a, hand and 
arm that jet retained their whiteness and symmetry. A ^ble row 
of large pearla closely endrdecyier throat; and a handkerchief of 
lace partially ooncealed that part of the person that the silk had left 
exposed, but which the experience of forty years had warned Miss 
Peyton should now be yeiled. 

Thus attired, and standing erect with the lofty grace that distin- 
guished the manners of that day, the maiden would haye looked into 
nothingness a bevy of modem belles. 

The taste of Sarah had kept even pace with the decorations of her 
aunt; andadress, differing in no respect from the one just described, 
but in material and tints, exhibited her imposing form to equal ad« 
vantage. The satin of her robe was of a pale bluish colour. Twenty 
years did not, however, require the screen that was prudent in forty, 
and nothing but an envious border of exquisite kce hid, in some 
measurs, what the satin left exposed to view. ^ The upper part of 
the bust, and the fine frJl of the shoulders, were blazing in all their 
native beauty, and, like the aunt, the throat was ornamented by a 
treble row of pearls^ to correspond with which were rings of the same 
quality in the ears. The head was without a cap, and the hair 
drawn up from the countenance so as to give to the eye all the love- 
liness of a forehead as polished ss marble and as white as snow. A 
few straggling curls fell gracefully on the neck, and a bouquet of 
artificial flowers was also placed, like a coronet, over her brow. 

Miss Singleton had resigned her brother to the advice of Dr. 
ffitgreaves, who had succeeded in getting his patient into a deep 
sleep, after quieting certain feverish symptoms that followed the 
agitation of the interview.^ The sister was persuaded, by .the 
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:>lMernaiBiiitresof thomaiiflkniytoiiiakfloiiooft^ * 

nt by the ndt of Sanh| differing but little in appeennce from thai 
lad jy except in ref oaing the nae of powder on her raTon locksi and 
that her nnaanally hij^ fbrohead, and large, brilliant ejei^ gave aa 
expreaaion of thoughtfolneas to her featoresi that waa poasibly 
heightened by the palenesa of her cheeL 

Last and leaat^ bat not the most anloTelji in this display of female 
charms, waa the youngest daughter of Mr. Wharton. Frances, we 
have already mentionedi left the city before she had attained to the 
age of fiishionable womanhood. A few adTenturoos spirits were 
alieady beginning to make inroads in those customs which had so 
long invaded the comforts of the fair sex; and the youthful girl had 
Tenturcd to trust her beauty to the height which nature had 
bestowed. This was but little, but that littlo was a masterpiece. 
Frances se\pral times had detennined, in the course of the morning, 
to bestow more than usual pains in the decoration of her person. 
Each time, in succession, as she formed this resolution, she spent a 
ftw minutes in looking earnestly towards the north, and then she aa 
inTsriably changed it 

At the appointed hour, our heroine appeared in the drawing-room, 
clothed in a robe of pale blue silk, of a cut and fiuhion much like 
that worn by her sister. Her hair was left to the wild curls 
of nature, ita exuberance being confined to the crown of her head by 
a long, low comb, made of light tortois e shell; a ooloor barely dis- 
tinguiahable in the golden hue of her tresses. Her dress waa with- 
out a plait or a wrinkle, and fitted the form with an exactitude that 
might lead one to imagine the arch girl more than suspected the 
beauties it displayed. A tucker of rich Dresden laoe softened the 
contour of the figure. Her head was without ornament; butanmnd 
her throat was a necklace of gold clasped in fhmt with a rich 
fiffUftllf^tii 

Once, and once only, as they moved towards the repast, did Law« 
ton see a foot thrust itself from beneath the fi>lds of her lobe^ and 



ezbibit Hs little beaaties encased in a slipper of bine silk, clasped 
doee to the shape by a bnckle of brilliants. The trooper canghi 
himself sij^iing as he thought, though it was good for nothing in the 
stizTup, how enchandngl J it wonld grace a minnet 

' As the bhick appeared on the threshold of the room, making a 
low reverence, which has been interpreted for some centuries into 
'^ dinner waits,'' Mr. Wharton, clod in a dress of drab, bedecked 
with enormous buttons, advanced formally to Miss Singleton, and 
bending his powdered head nearly to the level of the hand he ex« 
tended, received hers in return. 

Dr. Sitgreaves offered the same homage to Miss Peyton, and met 
with equal favour; the lady first pausing to draw on her gloves. 

Colonel Wellmere was honoured with a smile from Sarah, while 
performing a similar duty ; and Frances gave the ends of her taper 
fingers to Captain Lawton with maiden baslifulness. 

Much time, and some trouble, were expended before the whole 
party were, to the great joy of Caesar, comfortably arranged around 
the table, with proper attention to all poflnts of etiquette and prece- 
dence. The black well knew the viands were not improving ; and 
though abundantly able to comprehend the disadvantage of eating a 
cold dinner, it greatly exceeded his powers of philosophy to weigh 
all the latent consequences to society which depend on social order. 

For the first ten minutes all but the Captain of dragoons found 
themselves in a situation much to their liking. Even Lawton would 
have been perfectly happy, had not excess of civility on the part of 
his host and Miss Jeanette Peyton, kept him from the more agree- 
able occupation of tasting dishes he did want^ in order to decline 
those he did not. At length, however, the repast was &irly com* 
menced, and a devoted application to the viands was more eloquent 
than a thousand words in &vour of Dinah's skill. 

Next came drinking with the ladies; but as the wine was excel- 
lent, and the glasses ample, the trooper bore this interruption with 
oonsommate good nature. Nay, so fearful was he of giving offimoe,. 
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ud of omttdng anj of the nicer pointi of pimolilio^ thai hxmg ^ 
commeiioed tliit oourtefy with the ladj who aat mzI him, ho peno* * 
vered until not one of his fiir oomptnions ooald| with jnstioo, to* * 
prooch him with partiality in thia parttcalar. 

Long ahBtemiooaneaa from any thing like generoos wine might 
plead the excnae of Captain Lawton, eapedallj when ezpoaed to so 
atrong a temptation as that now before him. Mr. Wharton had 
been one of a set of politicians in New Ymtk, whose principal ex* 
ploits before the war had been to assemble, and paas sage opinions 
on the signs of the times, nnder the inspiration of certain liquor 
made from a grape that grew on the south side of the island of 31^ 
dcira, and which found its way into the colonies of North America 
through the medium of the West Indies, sojourning awhile in the 
Western Archipelago, by way of proving the virtues of the climate. 
A large supply of this cordial had been drawn from his storehouse 
in the city, and some of it now sparkled in a bottle before the Cap- 
tab, blushing in the rays of the sun, whioh were passing obliquely 
through it, like amber. 

Though the meat and regetables had made their entrance with 
perfect order and propriety, their exeunt waa effected much in the 
manner of a retreat of militia. The point was to dear the board 
something after the fabled practice of the harpies, and by dint of 
scrambling, tossing, breaking, and spilling, the remnants of the over- 
flowing repast disappeared. And now another series of processions 
eommenced, by virtue of which, a goodly display of pastry, with its 
usual accompaniments, gsmished the table. 

Mr. Wharton poured out a glass of wine for the lady who sat on 
his ri|^t hand, and, pnshbg the bottle to a guest, said, with a low 
bow— 

« Weare to be honoured vrith a toast fhn Miss StngleloiL'' 

Al&ou^ there was nothing mors in this movement then o ecuri ed 
every day on such occasions, yet the lady trembled, coloured, and 
gVBwpale agaiui seemingly endeavouring to nlly her thooghti^ utttil| 
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bj her ajpltation, ghe had excited the interest of the whole partj, 
wheoi by en efibrti and in a manner as if ahe had atriven in Tain to 
think of another; IsabeUa said, fiiintlj— 

"Major Dunwoodie." 

The health was drunk cheerfnl^ by all but Colonel Wellmerei 
who wet his lips, and drew figures on the table with some of the 
liquor he had spilt 

At length CSolonel Wellmere broke silence by saying aloud to 
Captain Lawton^ 

"I Buppoeei Bir, this Mr. Dunwoodie will receive promotion in the 
rebel army, for the advantage. my misfortune gave him over my com* 
mand.'' 

The trooper had supplied the wants of nature to his perfect satis- 
fiiction; and, perhaps, with the exception of Washington and his 
immediate commander, there was no mortal whose displeasure he 
r^;arded a tittle. First helpmg himself, therefore, to a little of his 
&vourite bottle, he replied with admirable coolness — 

"Colonel Wellmere, your pardon; Major Dunwoodie owes his 
allegiance to the confederated states of North America, and where 
he owes it, he pays it. Such a man is no rebeL Promoted I hope 
he may be, both because he deserves it, and because I am next in 
rank in the corps; and I know not what you call a misfortune, unless 
you deem meeting the Virginia horse as such." 

"We will not differ about terms, sir," said the Colonel, haughtily; 
"I spoke as datj to my sovereign prompted- but do you not call 
the loss of a commander a misfortune to a party t" 
. " It certainly may be so," said the trooper, with emphasis. 

" Miss Peyton, will you &vour us with a toast V* cried the master 
of the house, anxious to stop this dialogue. 

The lady bowed her bead with dignity, as she named "Qeneral 
Montrose;" and the long-absent Uoom stole lightly over her fea- 
tures. , .. ' • ' • ' 

^" There is no term more doubtful than that word misfiirtunei'' 
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Hid tbe watgBoa, itffudkm of die nw iDM WB tt f wi of die ho^; 
'^ tome deem one thing a misfixtaiie, oUkb its opponto: misfiiitiiiie 
begeta mufioftnne : li& is » misfivtmiey fat h nej be tlie meens of 
enduring miifiirtane; and deeth is a aiisfbrtQiie, as it sbndges the 
enjoyments of lifie." 

'' It is a mtsfortone that our mem has no soch wine as this," in* 
tempted the trooper. 

*^ We win pledge joa a sentiment in it, ar, as it seems to suit 
jonr taste/' ssid Mr. Wharton. 

Lawton filled to the brim, and drank, <' A speedy peace, or a stir- 
ring war.'' 

^ I drink jonr toast. Captain Lawton, though I greati j distrust 
jonr construction of actiTitj," said the sorgcon. " In mj poor judg- 
ment, caraliy should be kept in the rear, to improre a rictoij, and 
not sent in front to gain it Such may be said to be their natural 
occupation, if the tenn can be used in reference to so artificial a body;* 
for all history shows that the horse hare done most when properly 
held in reserre." 

This dissertation, uttered in a sufEkdently didactic manner, was a 
hint that Miss Peyton did not neglect She arose and retired, ibl* 
lowed by her juniors. 

Nearly at the same moment, Mr. Wharton and his son made an 
apology for their absence, which was required on account of the 
death of a near neighbour, and withdrew. 

The retreat of the ladies was the signal for the ^tpeannce of the 
surgeon's seg^r, which, being established in a oomer of his mouth, 
in a certain knowing way, caused not the slightest intemiption to 
his discourse— 

^If any thing can sweeten captirity and wounds, it must be the 
happiness of suffering in the society of the ladies who hsTe left ns,'' 
griUantly observed the Colonel, as he resumed his seat after dosing 
the door. . 

(^Sympathy and kindness hare their infioenoe on the human sy^ 
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tern," leiomed tbe tingeoiiy knoekiiig the ashes from his seg&r, with 
the tip of a little finger, in the manner of an adept '^ Jhe connec- 
tioa is intimate between the moral and physical feelings; bat still, 
to aooomplish a enrey and xestore nature to the healthy tone it has 
lost from disease or aoddent, requires more than can flow from un- 
guided sympathies. In such cases, the lights" — the surgeon acci- 
dentally caught the eye of the trooper, and he paused. Taking two 
or three hasty pn^ he essayed to finish the sentence — ''In such 
cases, the knowledge that fiows from the lights — " 

^Yon were saying, sir — " said Colonel Wellmere, sipping his 
wine^ 

^The purport of my remark went to say,'' continued Sitgreaves, 
turning his back on Lawton, ''that a bread poultice would not set a 
broken arm." 

"3Iore is the pity," cried the trooper, "for next to eating, the 
nourishment could not be more innocently applied." 

^To you, Colonel Wellmere," said the surgeon, "as a man of 
education, I can with safety appeal" The Colonel bowed. "You 
must have observed the dreadfrd haTOo made in your ranks by the 
men who were led by this gentleman ;" the Colonel looked grave, 
again ; " how, when blows lighted on their frames, life was invariably 
extinguished, beyond all hope of sdentifio reparation : how certain 
yawning wounds were inflicted, that must set at defiance the art of 
the most experienced practitioner; now, sir, to you I triumphantly 
appeal, therefore, to know whether your detachment would not have 
been as effsctually defeated, if the men had all lost a right arm,* for 
instance, aa if they had all lost their heads." 

" The triumph of your appeal b somewhat hasty, nr," said Well- 
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^Is the cause of liberty advanced a step by such injudidoaa 
]^#yff]iniMMi in the field?" oondnued the surgeon, bent on the &yoip* 
ite principle of his life. i 

•; ^I am yet to learn that the cause of liberty is in any manner ad- 



XHS 8F.T. 491 ' 

fiMad by the Mrvioei of wy gBodeiBaaiii the xefaal anaj/'.icjoinad t 

<' Noi libertj ! Good Ood, fivwhAfc than are wo oootendingr . 

''SkTorji or; jh^ oronaUTeiy; joa an patdiig the ftyiaanyof 
a Bob OQ tho Uuooo of a kind and knienft prinoe; where la the oon- 
liateney of your boaaled libertyT' 

"Conaintimoyr* repeated the migeoo, lookiDg about him a little 
wildly, al bearing aocb aweeping obaKgea against a oaaae be bad lo 
long tboogbt holy. 

** Aj, nr, your oonaiiteney. Tour oongrett of aagea baTO pol^ 
liahed a manifesto^ wherein they lei finrth the equality of political 
rights/' 

'<'Ti8 tme, and it ia done moat ably/' 

** I say nothing of its ability; bat if tme, why not set your slaves 
at liberty r* This srgament, which is thonght by moat of the Co- 
loners coontiymen a triumphant answer to a thousand eloquent 
fiict8y lost none of ita weight by the manner in which it was uttered. 

Ereiy American feels humbled at the neeessitj of Tindicating hia 
oountry firom the apparent inconsistency and injustice of the laws 
alluded to. His feelings are much like those of an honounble man 
who is oompelled to exonerate himself from a disgraceful charge, 
although he may know the aocnsatioB to be &lae. At the bottom, 
BitgreaTes had much good sense, and thus called on, he took up the 
eodgela of aigoment in downright eaneat 

^ We deem it a liberty to have the deciding Toioe in the ooundls 
by whieh we are governed. We think it a hardahip to be ruled by 
the king of a people who live at a dktance of three thousand milee, 
and who cannot, and who do not, feel a single political interest in 
eonmon with ourselves. I say nothing of oppression; the ohild 
of age, and waa entitled to the privilegea of migority. In sneh 
there is but one tribunal to which to ^ipeal for a nation's 
rif^ia-^it is power, snd we now make the appeal" 

^ Such doctrines may suit your pnssnt pupooesi" said Wellmersu 
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;iritiEi ft sneer; -f'bmt I apprehend it is oppoeed .to aU the opiniona 
and practices of eiYilifled nataona.'' »> 

^^'It is in confonniij with the practices of all nations,'' said the* 
snrgeoni zetnming the nod and smile of Lawton, who enjoyed the 
good sense of his comrade as much as he disliked what he called 
^his medical talk.' ''Who woold be ruled when he can rule f the 
only rational groond to take is, that ereiy community has a right to 
gOTom itself, so that in no manner it Tidates the laws of God." 

''And is holding your fellow-creatures in bondage in confonni^ 
to those laws?'' asked the .Qolonel, impressiTcIy. 

The surgeon took another glass, and hemming once, returned to 
the combat 

" Sir," said he, " slaTery is of Teiy ancient origin, and it seems 
to have been confined to no particular religion or form of govem- 
m^t; every nation of civilised Europe does, or has held their 
fellow-creatures in this kind of duresse" 

"You will except Oreat Britain, sir," cried the Gqlonel, proudly. 

"No, sir," continued the surgeon, confidently, feeling that he was 
now carrying the war out of his own country; "I cannot except 
Great Britain. It was her children, her ships, and her laws, that 
first introduced the practice into these states; and on her institutions 
the judgment must fidL There is not a foot of ground belonging 
to England, in which a negro would be useful, that has not its slave. 
England herself has none, but England is overflowing with physicsl 
force, a part of which she is obliged to maintain in the shape 
of paupers. The^same is true of France, and most other European 
countries. So long as we were content to remain colonies, nothing 
was said of our system of domestic slavery; but now, when we are 
resolute to obtain as much freedom as the vicious system of metro- 
politan rule has left us, thai which is England's gift has become our 
reproach. Will your master liberate the slaves of his subjects 
should he succeed in subduing the new states, or will he condemn 
,ihe whites to the .same servitude as that in which he has been so 
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long content to see the blacks f It is trne, we continne the pnctice ; 
hat we mnst come gradually to the remed j, or create an evil greater 
than that which we endure at present : doubtless, as we advance, 
the manumission of our slaves will accompany us, pntil happily 
these fair regions shall ezist^ without a single image of the Creator 
that is held in a state which disqualifies him to judge of that 
Creator's goodness." 

It will be remembered that Doctor Sitgreavcs spoke forty years 
ago, and TTellmero was unable to contradict his prophetic a^iscrtion. 

Finding the subject getting to be knotty, the Englishman retired 
to the apartment in which the ladies had assembled ; and, seated by 
the side of Sarah, he found a more pleasing employment in relating 
the events of fashionable life in the metropolis, and in recalling the 
thousand little anecdotes of their former ass-xiatcs. Miss Pevton 
was a pleased listener, as she dispensed the bounties of the tear 
table, and Sarah frequently bowed her blushing countenance to her 
needle-work, as her face glowed at the flattering remarks of her 
companion. 

The dialogue we have related established a perfect truce between 
the surgeon and his comrade ; and the former having paid a visit to 
Singleton, they took their leave of the ladies, and mounted; the 
former to visit the wounded at the encampment, and the latter to 
rejoin his troop. But their movements were arrested at the gate 
hj an occurrence that we shall relate in the next chapter. 



CHAPTES XIY. 

I ••• BO mora those white locks thinly spread 

ftoond tho btld polish of that honoorM head : 

No more that moeic, that auppUant look in prajier« 

Nor that para iaith that gnyc it force, ara then : 

But he u blest, and I lament no more, 

A wiao good man, contented to be poor 

Cf^bU 

We bare alroadj said, that the customs of America leave the dead 
bat a short time in the sight of the mourners ; and the necessity of 
providing for his omi safety had compelled the pcdler to ahridge 
even this brief space. In the confusion and agitation produced bj 
the events we have recorded, the death of the elder Birch had 
ooeorred unnoticed ; but a sufficient number of the immediate neigh* 
boors were hastily collected, and the ordinary rites of sepulture were 
now about to be paid to the deceased. It was the approach of this 
humble procession that arrested the movements of the trooper and 
bit comrade. Four men supporteti the body on a rude biei : and 
feur others walked in advance, reauj to relieve their friends from 
their burden. The pedler walked next the coffin, and by his side 
moved Katy Haynes, with a most determined aspect of wo, and next 
to the mourners came Mr. Wharton and the English Captain. 
Two or three old men and women, with a few stniggling boys, 
brought up the rear. Captain Lawton sat in his saddle, in rigid 
ttlence, until the bearers csme opposite to his position, and then, 
Ibr the first time, Harvey raised his eyes from the ground, and saw 
tbs anam J that ha dreaded so near him. The first impulse of the 
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pedkr was oertainlj flight; bat recoTeiing his recollection, lie fixed 
lu« eje on the coffin of hia parent, and passed the dragoon with a 
firm step bat swelling heart. The trooper slowly lifted his cap, and 
continued uncovered until Mr. Wharton and his son had moved bj, 
when, aocomjxiuied by the surgeon, he rode leisurely in the rear, 
suLintaining an inflexible silence. 

Caesar emerged from the cellar kitchen of the cottage, and with a 
fiice of settled solemnity, added himself to the number of the fol- 
lowers of the funeral, though with an humble mien, and at a most 
respectful distance from the horsemen. The old negro had placed 
around his arm, a little al>ove the elbow, a napkin of unsullied 
whiteness, it being the only time since his departure from the city 
that he had enjoyed an r>pp<irtuuity of exhil>iting himself in the 
ganiiturc of servile mourning. He wa.s a great lover of propriety, 
and had been a little stimulated to this di>play by a de?ire to >liow 
his sable friend from Georgia all the decencies of a Xew York fune- 
ral; and the ebullition of his zeal went off very well, producing no 
other result than a mild lecture from 3Ii5s Peyton at his return, on 
the fitness of things. The attendance of the black was thought well 
enough in itself; but the napkin was deemed a superfluous exhibi- 
tion of ceremony, at the funeral of a man who had performed all the 
menial offices in his own person. 

The grave-yard was an enclosure on the grounds of Mr. Wharton, 
which had been fenced with stone, and set apart for the purpose, bj 
that gentleman, some years before. It was not, however, intended 
as a burial-place for any of his own fiimily. Until the fire, which 
raged as the British troops took possession of New York, had laid 
Trinity in ashes, a goodly gilded tablet on its walls proclaimed the 
virtues of his deceased parents, and beneath a fiag of marble, in one 
of the aisles of the church, their bones were left to moulder in xui*> 
tocratical repose. Captain Lawton made a movement as if he was 
disposed to fuUow the procession, when it left the highway, to enter 
the field which contained the graves of the hamble dead, but he 
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recalled to recollection bj a hint from bis compaiuoii thai he «aa 
taking the wrong road. 

^ Of all the Tariooa methods which have been adopted hj man 
for the disposal of his earthly remains, which do yon prefer, Cn^tain 
Lawton V* said the sorgeon, as they separated from the little pn^ 
cession : ''in some countries the body is exposed to be devoured by 
wild beasts ; in others it u suspended in the air to exhale its sub- 
stance in the manner of decomposition ; in other regions it is con- 
sumed on the funeral pile, and, again, it is inhumed in the bowels 
of the earth ; every people have their own particular fiishion, and to 
which do you give the preference?*' 

" All are agreeable,'' said the trooper, following the group they 
had left with his eves ; " though the speediest interments give the 
cleanest fields. Of which are you an admirer ?" 

''The last, as practised by ourselves, for the other three are 
destructive of all the opportunities for dissection ; whereas, in the 
last, the coffin can lie in peaceful decency, while the remains are 
made to subserve the useful purposes of science. Ah! Captain 
Liwton, I enjoy comparatively but few opportunities of such % 
nature, to what I expected on entering the army." 

"To what may these pleasures numerically amount in a yearT' 
said the Captain, withdrawing his gaze from the grave-yanL 

"Within a dozen, upon my honour; my best picking is when the 
corps is detached ; for when we are with the main army, there are 
so many boys to be satisfied, that I seldom get a good subjeet 
Those youngsters are as wasteful as prodigals, and as greedy as vul- 
tures." 

"A dozen!" echoed the trooper, in surprise; "why I furnish 
you that number with my own hands." 

" Ah ! Jack," returned the doctor, approaching the subject with 
great tenderness of manner, " it is seldom I can do any thing with 
jour patients; you dLifigure them wofully; believe me, John, whes 
I tell yon as a friend that your system is all wrong; yoa nnnofw 
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mrij dattaj life, and then yoa injure the body so that it is unfit 
tot the onlj use that can be made of a dead man/' 

The trooper maintained a ailencei which he thought would be the 
moat probable means of preserving peace between them; and the 
snrgeony turning his head from taking a last look at the burial, as 
they rode round the foot of the hill that shut the rallej from their 
sight, continued with a suppressed sigh— > 

'' One might get a natural death from that grave-jard to-night, if 
there was but time and opportunity ! the patient must be the father 
of the lady we saw this morning/' 

''The petticoat doctor! — she with the Aurora Borcalis com* 
plexion,'' &iid the trooper, with a smile, that began to cause uneasi* 
ness to hi:} ccmpauion; ''but the laJy w:is not the gcutleman's 
daughter, ouly hii medico-petticoat attendant; and the Horrey, 
whoso name was made to rhyme with every word in her song, is the 
renowned pcdlcr-spy/' 

" What ! he who unhorsed you ?" 

"No man ever unhorsed me, Dr. Sitgreaves," said the dragooui 
gravely ; " I fell by a mischance of Koanoke ; rider and beast kissed 
the earth together/' 

"A warm embrace, from the love spots it left on your cuticle; 
'tis a thousand pities that ycu cannot find where the tattling rascal 
lies hid." 

" He followed his father's body/' 

''And you let him pass 1" cried the surgeon, checking his horse; 
" let us return immediately and take him ; to-morrow you shall hare 
him hanged, Jack, — and, damn him, I'll dissect him !" 

" Softly, softly, my dear Archibald, would you arrest a man while 
paying the last offices to a dead father J Leave him to me, and I 
^edge myself he shall have justice/' 

" The floctor muttered his dissatisfaction at any postponement of 
vengeance, but he was compelled to acquiesce, from a regard to his 
reputation for propriety ; and they continued their ride to the quaiw 
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ters of the corps, engaged in yarions discaasiona concerning the wel* 
fine of the hunuan body. 

Birch supported the grave and collected manner, that waa thought 
becoming in a male mourner on such occasions, and to Katy was left 
the part of exhibiting the tenderness of the softer sex. There are 
some people, whose feelings are of such a nature, that they cannol 
weep unless it be in proper company, and the spinster was a good 
deal addicted to this congregational virtue. After casting her eyes 
round the small assemblage, the housekeeper found the countenances 
of the few females, who were present, fixed on her in solemn expec* 
tation, and the effect was instantaneous ; the maiden really wept, and 
she gained no inconsiderable sympathy, and some reputation for a 
tender heart, from the spectators. The mui^cles of the pedler s fuce 
were seen to move, and as the fii'st clod of earth fell on the tenement 
of his father, sending up that dull, hollow sound, that speaks so elo- 
quently the mortality of man, his whole frame was for an instant 
convulsed. He bent his body down, as if in pain, his fingers worked 
while the hands hung lifeless by his side, and there was an expres- 
sion in his countenance that seemed to announce a writhing of the 
Boul ; but it was not unresisted, and it was transients He stood 
erect, drew a long breath, and looked around him with an elevated 
fiice, that even seemed to smile with a consciousness of having ob- 
tained the mastery. The grave was soon filled; a rough stone, 
placed at either extremity, marked its position, and the turf, whose 
faded vegetation was adapted to the fortunes of the deceased, covered 
the little hillock with the last office of seemliness. This office ended, 
the neighbours, who had officiously pressed forward to offer their 
services in performing this solemn duty, paused, and lifting their 
hats, stood looking towards the mourner, who now felt himself to 
be really alone in the world. Uncovering his head also, the pedler 
hesitate<l a moment, to gather energy, and spoke. 

'< My friends and neighbours," he said, '' I thank you for Mffift^pg 
me to bury my dead out of my sight." 
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. A aolenm pause meoeeded the eutomaxy addies, and the group 
dispened in silence^ some few walking with the mooniers back to 
their own habitation, bat lespectfollj leaving them at its entrance. 
The pcdier and Katj were followed into the boildiDg by one mani 
however, who was well known to the surrounding country by the 
significant term of '' a speculator." Katy saw him enter, with a 
heart that palpitated with dreadful forebodings, but Hanrey dyilly 
handed him a chair, and evidently was prepared for the visit 

The pedler went to the door, and, taking a cautious glance aboot 
the valley, quickly returned, and commenced the following dialogu^^ 

''The sun has just left the top of the eastern hill ; mj time presses 
mc: here is the deed for the house and lot; every thing is done 
according to law/' 

The other took the paper, and conned its contents with a delibe- 
ration that proceeded partly from his caution, and partly from the 
unlucky circumstance of his education having been much neglected 
when a youth. The time occupied in this tedioiia examination was 
employed by Harvey in gathering together certain articles, which he 
intended to include in the stores that were to leave the habitation 
with himself. Katy had already enquired of the pedler, whether 
the deceased had left a will; and she saw the Bible placed in the 
bottom of a new pack, which she had made for his accommodation^ 
with a most stoical indi&renoe; but as the six silver spoons were 
laid carefully by its side, a sadden twinge of her oonscienoe objeeted 
to such a palpable waste of properly, and she broke silence. 

'* When you many, Harvey, yoa may miss those ^KKms.'' 

"I never shall many.'' 

** Well, if yoa don't, there 's no oecasion to make rash ptomises, 
even to yourselfl One never knows what one may do^ in soch a 
case. I should like to know, of what use so many spoons can be to 
a single man : for my part, I think it is a duty for every man who 
is well provided, to have a wife and fiunily to maintain." 

At the time when Katy expressed this sentiment^ the (brtsna of 
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womeii in her ebai of life ooDsittod of a oow/a led, the kbonn of 
their own huide in the shape of dlTers jSHow-eues, hhnketi, and 
/ iheetB, with, where fortune was nnnsuall j kind, a half-doien sOter 
spoons. The spinster herself had obtuned all the other necessuiet 
hj her own indnstiy and prudence, and it can easQy be "^p'*H 
that she saw the articles she had long counted her own, Tanish in 
the enormous pack, with a dissatisfiiction that was in no degree di* 
minishcd by the declaration that had preceded the act Harvey, 
howoTcr, disregarded her opinions snd feelings, and contmned his 
employment of filling the pack, which soon grew to something Eke 
the ordinary azc of the pedler^s burden. 

"I'm rather timersome about this conveyance,'' said the pui^ 
chaser, haring at length waded through the coyenants of the deed. 

"Why 80?" 

"I'm afxaid it won't stand good in law. I know that two of the 
neighbours leave home to-morrow morning, to have the place entered 
for confistication; and if I should pre forty pounds, snd lose it all, 
'twould be a dead pull-back to me." 

"They can only take my right," said the pedler; "pay me two 
hundred dollars, *and the house is yours : you are a well-known 
Whig, and you at least they won't trouble." As Hsrvey wpAe, 
there was a strange bitterness of manner, mingled with the shrewd 
care he expressed eonceming the sale of his property. 

"Say one hundred, and it is a bargain," returned the man, with 
a grin that he meant for a good-qatured smile. 

"A bargainT' echoed the pedler, in sorpiise; "I thoag|kt the 
bargain already made. 

"Nothing is a bargain," said the pnrehaser, with a ehnekk, 
"until papers are delivered, and the money paid in hand." 

"Ton have the paper." 

"Ay, and will keep it, if yon will ezcuae the money; oome, say 
one hundred and fifty, and I won't be hard; here— here is Just 
the money." 
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.TIm pedler looked from the umiaw, and mw with diamij thil 
tke efeniiig wis fasi miiwomg, and knew well that he endangered 
hia life bj remaining in the dwelling after dark; jei he eonld nol 
tolerate the jHoa of heinff defrauded in *^^ manner, in ft harsain that 
had already been fiuriy made; he hesitated. 

"Well/' aaid the pnrchaaeri rising, ''mayhap yon oan find 
another man to tnde with between this and morning; bat, if you 
don% yoor title won't be worth mnch afterwards." 

<< Take it, Haryey/' aaid Katy, who felt it impossible to resist n 
tender like the one before her; for the pmrchaae-money was in 
English guineas. Her Toiee roused the pedler, and a new idea 
seemed to strike him. 

''I agree to the price/' he said; and, turning to the spinster, ho 
placed port of the money in her hand, aa he continued-— ''had I 
other means to pay yon, I would hnre lost all, rather than hare suf- 
bred myself to be defranded of part." 

" You may loee all yet," muttered the stranger, with n sneer, aa 
he rose and left the building. 

" Yes," said Eaty, following him with her eyes; "heknowsyour 
friling, Harrey ; he thinks with me, now the old gentleman ia gone, 
you will want a careful body to take care of your conoema." 

The pedler was busied in making arrangements for his departure, 
'Snd he took no notice of this insinuation, while the spinster returned 
again to the attack. She had lired so many years in expectation of 
a termination to her hopes^ so different from that whidi now seemed 
likely to occur, that the idea of separatian began to gire her more 
imfiSiineiM than she had thought herself capable of feeling, about a 
man ao destitute and friendless. 

"Hare you another house to go toT' emjuired Slaty. 

"Previdenoe will prerids me with a home." 

"Tea," said the housekeeper; "but maybe 'twill not be to yov 
liking." 

"The poor must not be dii&oult" 



I 
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-''I'm sore I'm any thing but adifionli body/* cied the ■rinittr^ 
TB17 hastily; ''bat I love to see thiofi beeoming^ and in theb 
places; *jet I wouldn't be hard to pe n wade to leave this place 
mjselil I can't say I altogether like the ways cf the people 
neieaooiiia* 

"The Tslley is lorely/' said the pedler, with frrrour, "end the 
people like all the nee of man* Bat to me it matters nothing; all 
pbces sre now alikci and all Cmss equally strange ;" ss he spoke he 
dropped the article he was psdung from his hand| and seeled him- 
self on a chesty with a look of Tscant misery. 

" Not so, not so," said Katy, shoTing her chair nearer to the place 
where the pedkr sat; ''not so, Harrey, you must know meat leest; 
my &ee cannot be strange to you, certainly." 

Birch turned his eyes slowly on her countenance, which eihibited 
more of feeling, and less of self, than he had ever seen there befeie : 
he took her hsnd kindly, and his own fiMtures lost some of their 
painful expression, ss he said— 

" Yee, good woman, you, at least, are not a stranger to me; you 
may do me pertial justice; when others reiile me, possibly your 
feelings may lead you to say something in my defimoe." 

"That I will; that I wouldT said Katy, eagerly; "I will 
defend you, Harrey, to the last drop; let me hear them that dare 
rerile youl you say true, Harrey, I am partial and just to yon; 
what if you do like the king t I have often heard it aaid he was at 
the bottom a good man; but there's no rdigMm in the dd ooantry, 
lor efcry b ody sllows the ministers are desperate bad !" 

The pedler paced the floor in evident distrem of mind; his eys 
had a look of wildnem that Katy had never witeesssd before, 
and his step was measured, with a dignity thai ^pallsd the house- 
keeper. 
('^ " While my &ther lived," murmured Hsrvey, unable to sosother 
^jt his feclingi, " there was one who read my heert; end oh I iribat a 
(^«»ol^ to «»«. fro- »j ««i .««d« of d«rr, «d th. 
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I ttsolts tod wrongs thai I suffered, to reeme his blonng and his 
j pnise; Vai he is gone/' he ooQtinuedi stopping and gasing wildly 
V towards the corner that used to hold the figure of his parent^ ''and 
^ho ia there to do me jnstice f* 
■^ "Why, Harvey! Hanrcyr 

J Tes, there is one who will, who must know me before I diet 
; Oh ! it is dreadful to die, and leave such a name behind me/' 
\ ''Don't talk of dying, Harrey," said the spinster, glancing her 
eye aroond the room, and pushing the wood in the fire to obtain a 
light from the blaze. 

The ebullition of feeling in the pedler was over. It had been 
excited by the events of the past day, and a vivid perception of his 
sufierings. It was not long, however, that passion maintained an 
ascendency over the reason of this singular man; and perceiving 
that the night had already thrown an obscurity around objects with* 
out doors, he hastily threw his pack over his shoulders, and taking 
Eaty kindly by the hand, in leave-taking — 

"It is painful to part with even you, good woman,'' he said; 
" but the hour has come, and I must go. What is left in the house 
is youzs; to me it could be of no use, and it may serve to make you 
more comfortable. Farewell — we shall meet hereafter/' 

" In the regions of darkness," cried a voice that caused the pedler 
to sink on the cheat from which he had risen in despair. 
"What ! another pack, Mr. Birch, and so well stufied so soon !" 
" Have you not done evil enough ?" cried the pedler, regaining 
his firmness, and springing on his feet with energy; " is it not enou^ 
to harass the last moments of a dying man ; to impoverish me ; what 
more would you have?" 
" Tour blood," said the Skinner, with cool malignity. 
"And for money," cried Harvey, bitterly; "like the ancieol 
Judas, you would grow rich with the price of blood !** 

" Ay ! and a fiiir price it is, my gi^ntleman ; fifty guineas; nearly 
theweif^tof that soare-crowearoaas of yours b gold." 
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■' -<^ Here/'- said Kaly, promptly; ^'here axefifteen goiiieUi and 
these diawerBi and this bed, axe all mine;' if joa will fpre Haryej 
bat one hoards start from the door, tiiej aliall be jooxB." . 

^One hoar?" said the Skinner, showing his teeth, and. looiking 
with a longing eye at the money. 

** Bat a single hoar; here, take the money.'' 

'' Hold r' cried Harvey; ''pat no fiiith in the miscreant" 

" She may do what she pleases with her fiuth/' said the Skinner, 
with malignant pleasore ; ''bat I have the money in good keeping; 
as for yon, Mr. Birch, we will bear yoor insolence, for the fifiy goi- 
neas that are to pay for yoor gallows." 

"Go on," said the pedler, proudly; "take me to Major Dan- 
woodie; he, at least, may be kind, althoagh he may be just" 

"I can do better than by marching so feur in sach disgnoefol 
company; this Mr. Donwoodie has let one or two Tories go at large; 
bat the troop of Captain Lawton is qoartered some half mile nearer, 
and his receipt will get me the reward as soon as his Major's; how 
relish you the idea of sapping with Captain Lawton, this evening, 
Mr. Birch?" 

" Give me my money, or set Harvey free," cried the spinster in 
alann. 

" Yoar bribe was not enoagh, good woman, onless there is money 
in this bed :" thrasting his bayonet throagh the ticking, and ripping 
it for some distance, he took a malidoas satiafrotion in scattering its 
contents aboat the room. 

"If," cried the housekeeper, losing sight of her personal danger, 
in care for her newly-aoqaixed property, " there is law in the land, 
I will be righted!" 

"The law of the neutral ground is the law of the strangest; bat 
your tongue is not as long as my bayonet; you had, therefore^ best 
not set them at loggerheads, or you might be the loser." 

A figure stood in the shadow of the door, as if afraid to be seen 
in the group of Skinners; but a Uaie of li^t^ raised by some ard 
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dea i&zoim in the fire by his peneeoton, showed the pedler the fiioe 
of the piuchaaer of his little domain. Occaaionallj there was some 
whispering between this man and the Skinner nearest him, that in- 
duced Hanrey to sospeet he had been the dupe of a contriTance in 
which that wretch had participated. It was, however, too late to 
repine ; and he followed the partj from the house with a finn and 
collected tread, as if marching to a triumph, and not to a gallows. 
In passing throa|^ the yard, the leader of the band fell over a billet 
of wood, and receiyed a momentary hart from the fidl : exasperated 
at the incident, the fellow sprang on hb feet, filling the air with 
execrations. . 

''The curse of Heaven light on the log!" he exclaimed; ''the 
night is too dark for us to move in : throw that brand of fire in yon 
pile of tow, to light up the scene." 

" Hold !" roared the speculator; "you'll fire the house." 

"And see the fiirthcr," said the other, hurling the brand in the 
midst of the combustibles. In an instant the building was in fiames 
" Come on ; let us move towards the heights while we have light 1 1 
pick our road." 

<' "Villain !" cried the exasperated purchaser, " is this your friend* 
ship — this my reward for kidnapping the pedler ?" 

"Twould be wise to move more from the light, if yon mean to 
entertain us with abuse, or we may see too well to miss our mark," 
cried the leader of the gang. The next instant he was as good as 
his threat, but happily missed the terrified speculator and equally 
appalled spinster, who saw herself again reduced from comparative 
wealth to poverty, by the blow. IVudence dictated to the pair a 
speedy retreat; and the next morning, the only remains of the 
dwelling of the pedler was the huge chimney we have already men- 
tioned. 



CHAPTER XV. 

TVifles, Cght at air, 

Aro to the jeakHM eonfirmatioaf 

Am prooft fiom bdj writ 



Tbe weather, which had been mild and clear ance the storm, now 
changed with the suddenness of the American dimatc. Towards 
OTening the cold blasts poured down from the mountains, and llar> 
riea of snow plainly indicated that the month of November had ar- 
riyed; a season whose temperature raries from the heats of summer 
to the cold of winter. Frances had stood at the window of her own 
apartment, watching the slow progress of the funeni procession, with 
a melancholy that was too deep to be excited by the spectacle. There 
wn something in the sad office that was in unison with her feelings. 
As she gazed around, she saw the trees bending to the force of the 
wind, that swept through the valley with an impetuosity that shook 
even the buildings; and the forest, that had so lately ^ttered in the 
•on with its variegated hues, was fitft losing its loveliness, .as the 
leaves were torn from the branches, and were driving inegularly 
before tbe eddies of the blast. A few of the southern dragoons, who 
were patrolling the passes which led to the encampment of the oarpS| 
oould be distinguished at a distance on the heights, bending to their 
pommels ss they fiioed the keen air which had so lately t r ave r sed the 
great ftesh^water lakes, and dnwing their watoh-eoats about them in 
tigiiter folds. 

Frances witnessed the disappearance of the wooden tenement of 
die deeeased, as it was slowly lowered from the B^^t of day; and 
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the nght added to tho chOling drearineas of theTiew. (3bplim Sin- 
gleton was deeping under the care of liis own man, wbile bis nater 
bad been peraoaded to take poaaeaaion of her roten, lor tbe porpoae 
of obtaining tbe repoee of wbicb ber last nigbt'a journeying bad 
robbed ber. Tbe apartment ef Misa Singleton commanicated witb 
I tbe room ocenpied bj tbe aistersy tbrougb a private door, aa well aa 

throQgb tbe ordinary passage of tbe boose ; tbis door waa partly 
open, and Fiances moved towards it, witb tbe benevolent intention 
of aacertaining tbe aituation of ber gnest, wben tbe sorprised girl 
saw ber wbom sbe bad tbongbt to be sleeping, not only awake, bnt 
employed in a manner tbat bonisbed all probability of present repose. 
Tbe black tresses, tbat during tbe dinner bad been drawn in close 
folds over tbe crown of tbe bead, were now loosened, and fell in pro- 
fusion over ber sboolders and bosom, importing a slight degree of 
wildness to ber countenance ; tbe chilling white of her eomplezion 
waa 8troD§^y contraated with eyes of the deepest black, thst were fixed 
in rooted attention on a picture she held in her band. Fiances 
hardly breathed, aa she was enabled, by a movement of Isabella, to 
aee that it waa tbe figure of a man in tbe well-known diesa of tbe 
aonthern hoiae ; but she gasped for breath, and instinctively laid be* 
band on ber heart to quell its throbbings, as she thought she recog* 
nised the lineaments that were so deeply seated in her own imagina- 
tion. Fiadces felt she waa improperly prying into the aaered pri- 
TBcy of another; but her emotions were too powerful to permit her 
to speak, and she drew back to a chair, where ahe atiU retained a 
view of tbe stranger, firom whose countenance she felt it to be im- 
possible to withdraw her eyes. Isabella was too much engrossed by 
ber own feelings to discover the trembling figure of the witness to 
ber actiooa, and she pressed the inanimate image to ber lips, with 
an enthuaiasm that denoted the most intense passion. Tbe expfea- 
son of tbe countenance of the fiur stranger was so changeable, and 
the transitiona were so rapid, that Frances had acarcely time to dia- 
, tbguish tbe character of the emotion, before it waa succeeded by 
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anotheTi eqnall j powerfnl and equally attractiTe. AdmiiatioQ and 
Borrow werci howeycr, the preponderating paarionaj the latter waa 
indicated by large drops that fell from her eyea on the picture, and 
which followed each other over her cheek at sach intervals, as seemed 
to pronounce the grief too heavy to adpxit of the ordinary demonstra- 
tions of sorrow. Every movement of Isabella was marked by an 
enthusiasm that was peculiar to her naturoi and every passion in its 
turn triumphed in her breast The fury of the wind, as it whistled 
round the ang^ of the building, was in consonance with those &el- 
ingSi and she rose and moved to a window of her apartment Her 
figure was now hid from the view of Frances, who was about to rise 
and approach her guest, when tones of a thrilling melody chained 
her in breathless silence to the spot The notes were wild, and the 
voice not powerful, but the execution exceeded any thing that Fran- 
ces had ever heard; and she stood, endeavouring to stifle the sounds 
of her own gentle breathing, until the following song was con* 

duded: — 

Cold blow the blasts o*er the tope of the moqntain. 

And bare ii the oak on the hill ; ^ 

Slowly the Taponn exhale flom the fbontain. 

And bright gleams the ioe-border'd rill ; 
All nature is seeking its annual rest. 
Bat the slumbers of peace have deserted my breast 

Long has the storm ponr'd its weight on my nation«* 

And long have her brave stood the shock ; 
Long has our chieftain ennobled his station, 

A bolwark on liberie rock ; — 
Unlicensed ambition relaxes its toil, 
Tet blighted auction represses my smile. 

• 

Abroad the wild fbiy of winter is lowering, 

And leafless and drear is the tree ; 
Bat the vertical son of the soofth appears pouring 

Its fierce killing heats upon me:— 
Withoat, all the season's chill sjmptoms begin — 
Bat the fire of passbn is raging within. 

Frances abandoned her whole soul to the suppressed melody of 
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tae miiae, thoa^ tho laogoage of the Bong expicaeed % meoiuD^ 
which, united with certain erents of that and the preceding day, left 
a eenaatioD of imeaaineie in the boeom of the warm-hearted girl, to 
which she had hitherto been a atranger. Isabella moved from the 
window aa her last tones melted on the ear of her admiring listener, 
and, for the first time, her eje rested on the pallid face of the intru- 
der. A glow of fire lighted the countenance of both at the same in« 
stant, and the bloe eye of Frances met the brilliant black one of her 
gaest for a single moment, and both fell in abashed confusion on the 
oaipet; they advanced, however, until thej met, and had taken each 
other's hand, before either ventured again to look her companion in 
the face. 

'' This sudden change in the weather, and perhaps the situation 
of mj brother, have united to make me melancholy, Miss Wharton,'' 
said Isabella, in a low tone, and in a voice that trembled as she 
spoke. 

'^ 'T is thought you have little to apprehend for your brother,'' 
said Frances, in the same embarrassed manner; " had you seen him 
when he was brought in by Major Dunwoodie — ^* 

Frances paused, with a feeling of conscious shame, for which she 
could not account; and, in raising her eyes, she saw Isabella study- 
ing her countenance with an earnestness that again drove the blood 
tumultuously to her temples. 

'' You were speaking of Major Dunwoodie," said Isabella, fiiintly. 

''He was with Captain Singleton." 

''Do you know Dunwoodief have you seen him oftenT' Ones 
more Frances ventured to look her guest in the face, and again she 
met the inereing eyes bent on her, as if to search her inmost heart. 
^Speak, Miss Wharton; is Major Dunwoodie known to you 7" 

"He is my relative," said Frances; appalled at the manner of th« 
other. 

" A relative I" echoed Miss Singleton ; " in what degree ? 
Misi Wharton, I conjure you to speak." 
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'Cc'OnrpeientB were ocmsixiSy'' fiintly replied Frances. - 
! ^ And he 18 to be your husband I" said the stranger, impetnonsly. 
' Frances felt shocked, and all her pride awakened, by this direct 
attack upon her feelings, and she raised her eyes from the floor to 
her interrogator a little proudly, when the pale cheek and quivering 
Sp of Isabella remored her resentment in a moment. 

^ It is tme I my conjecture is true : speak to me. Miss Wharton ; 
I conjure you, in mercy to my feelings, to tell me — do you love 
Dunwoodie?" There was a plaintive earnestness in the voice of 
l^Iiss Singleton, that disarmed Frances of all resentment, and the 
only answer she could make was hiding her burning face between 
her huuds, as sho sunk back in a chair to conceal her confusion. 

Isabella paced the floor in silence for several minutes, until she 
had succeeded in conquering the violence of her feelings, when she 
approached the place where Frances yet sat, endeavouring to exclude 
the eyes of her companion from reading the shame expressed in her 
countenance, and, taking the hand of the other, she spoke with an 
evident effort at composure. 

'^ Pardon me, Miss Wharton, if my ungovernable feelings have 
led me into impropriety; the powerful motive — the cruel reason — ^* 
she hesitated; Frances now raised her face, and their eyes once 
more met; they fell in each other's arms, and laid their burning 
cheeks together. The embrace was long — was ardent and sincere— 
but neither spoke; and on separating, Frances retired to her own 
room without further explanation. 

While this extraordinary scene was acting in the room of Sliss 
Singleton, matters of great importance were agitated in the drawing- 
room. The disposition of the fragments of such a dinner as the one 
we have recorded, was a task that required no little exertion and 
calculation. Notwithstanding several of the smaU game had nestled 
in the pocket of Captain Lawton's man, and even the assistant of 
Dr. Sitgreaves had calculated the uncertainty of his remaining long 
In such good quarters, still there was more lefty unconsumed, than 
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Ihe prudent Nm Peyton knew how to dispoee of to advantage. 
CMar and his miatreaa had, therefbre, a long and confidential com- ' 
mnnioation on thia important bnaineflB; and the consequence was, 
Ihat Colonel Wellmere was left to the hoapitalitj of Sarah Wharton. 
All tho ordinary topics of oonTersation were exhansted, when the 
Colonel, with a little of the nncasinesB that is in some degree inae- 
parahle from consdons error, tooched lightly on the transactions of 
the preceding day. 

** We little thought. Miss Wharton, when I first saw this Mr. 
Donwoodie in your house in Queen Street, that he was to he the 
renowned warrior he has proved himself," said Welimere, endearour* 
ing to smile away his chagrin. 

''Hcnowncd, when we consider the enemy he overcame," said 
Sarah, with consideration for her companion's feelings. ''Twas 
most unfortunate, indeed, in every respect,' that you met with the 
accident, or doubtless the royal anns would have triumphed in their 
usual manner." 

'^ And yet the pleasure of such society as this accident has intro- 
duced mo to, would more than repay the pain of a mortified spirit 
and wounded body," added the Colonel, in a manner of peculiar 
softness. 

'' I hope the latter is but trifling/' said Sarah, stooping to hide 
her blushes under the pretext of biting a thread from the work on 
her knee. 

^Trifling, indeed, compared to the former," returned the Colonel, 
in the same manner. '' Ah ! Miss Wharton, it is in such moments 
that we feel the full value of friendship and sympathy." 

Those who have never tried it cannot easily imagine what a rapid 
pro g re ss a waitn-heartcd female can make in love, in the short space 
df half an hour, particularly where there is a predisposition to the 
distemper. Sarah found the conversation, when it began to touch 
m friendship and sympathy, too interesting to venture her vmoe 
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with a reply. Sbe, hofwereri toned her eyee on the Colonel, and 
war him guiiig ai her fine &oe with an admiration that waa q^te aa 
wanifiwtj and much more soothing, than an j woida eoold make it 

Their t<to44£te waa nnintermpted for an hour; and ^lA^gK 
nothing that woold be called decided, by an ezpetienoed malnm, 
waa laid by the gentleman, he uttered a thooand thingi that 
^UltghftA^ hia oompanioni who retired to her rest with a lifter heart 
than she had felt sinoe the arrest of her brother by the 
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CHAFTEB XVL 

And tot me the eanakin dink, cHnki 
And let me the canakin cUnk. 

A soldier*! a man; 

A life*! bat a span; 

Why then, let a toldier drink. 

/efa 

Tas position held by the corps of dragoons, ire hare already said, 
was a fiivoarite place of halting ^th their commander. A dnster 
of some half-dosen small and dilapidated buildings formed what, fixun 
the circumstance of two roads intersecting each other at right angles, 
was called the village of the Four Comers. As usual, one of the 
most imposing of these edifices had been termed, in the language of 
the day, "a house of entertainment for man and beast" On m 
rough board suspended from the gallows-looking post that had sup 
ported the ancient sign, was, however, written in red chalk, '' "EUxor 
heth Flanagan^ her hotel" an ebullition of the wit of some of the 
idle wags of the corps. The matron, whose name had thus been 
exalted to an office of such unexpected dignity, ordinarily diaohaiged 
IbA duties of a female sutler, washerwoman, and, to use the language 
of Katy Haynes, petticoat doctor to the troops. She was the widow 
of a soldier who had been killed in the service, and who, like her- 
self, was a native of a distant island, and had early tried his fortune 
in the oolonies of North America. She constantly migrated with 
the troops; and it was seldom that they became stationazy fer two 
days at a time but the little cart of the bustling woman was seea 
driving into the encampment, loaded with such articles aa she 

(«3) 
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eeiTed would nilw her p r wen ee moil wdoome. With a eekritj 

thftt MODud •Inosl sopenntimly BeCtj took up her ground tnd 

omninwicad her occapatioiL SometimM the curt itself wu her shop; 

■i otheii the aoldien made her'a mde shelter of such materials as 

oflered; hut on the present ooeasba she had seised on a tacant 

hoilding, audi hj dint of staffing the dirtj hreeehek and half-dried 

linen of the troopers into the broken windows, to ezdnde the coU, 

which had now become seTerCi she formed what she herself had pro- 

noonced to be ''most illiguit lodgbgs.'' The men were quartered 

in the adjacent bansy and the officers collected in the ** Hotel Flan- 

agui/' as they facetiooslj called head^qnarteis. Betty was well 

known to erery trooper in the corpsy coold call each by his Christian 

or nickname, as best suited her &ncy; and, although absolutely 

intolerable to'all whom habit had not made £uniliar with ber tirtoea, 

was a general fiiroohte with these partissn warriois. Her fiudta 

were, a trifling love of liquor, excessiTe filthiness, and a total disr^ 

gard of all the decencies of language; her rirtues, an unbounded 

loTe for her adopted country, perfect honesty when dealing on cer> 

tain known principles with the soldiery, and great good-nature. 

Added to these, Betty had the merit of being the inventor of that 

hcTerage which is so well known, at the present hour, to all the 

patriota who make a winter's march between the commercial and 

political capitals of this great state, and which is distinguished by 

the name of '' oock4aiL'* Elizabeth Flanagan was peculiarly well 

qualified, by education and drcumstanoes, to perftet this imp rove* 

ment in liquors, having been literally brought up on its principal 

tnffredient, and having acquired firom her Yirginian customers the 

use of mint, from its flavour in a julep to ita height of renown in the 

article in question. Such, then, was the mistress of the ^^nmtm^ 

who, reckless of the cold northern bbsta, showed her blooming ihee 

from the door of the building to welcome the arrival of her frvoorita^ 

Captain Lawton, and his companion, her master in matteii ef 









- ** Ahl by iny hojfm of promotion, my gentk Klinlwthj bat yog 
aio weloome I" eried tbe trooper, as he tbrew himself from his sad- 
dle; ^Uus Tillanooa fresh-water gu from the Canadas haa been 
whistling among my bones till they ache with the eoId|bat the n§^t 
of your fiery eoontenanoe is as cheering as a Christmas fire/' 

^ Now sore; Captain Jack^ yce's always fall of yoor compliment* 
aries," replied the satler, taking the bridle of her eastomer; '' bat 
hony in for the life of yon, darling; the fences hereabonts are not 
so strong as in the Highlands, and there's that within will warm 
both sowl and body/' 

** So you have been laying the rails under contribationy I see : 
well, that may do for the body," said the Captain, coolly; ''bat I 
hare had a poll at a bottle of cat-glass with a silver stand, and I 
doabt my relish for year whiskey for a month to come/' 

''If it's silver or goold that yee'r thinking of, it's bat little I 
have, thoagh I've a trifling bit of the continental," said Betty, with 
a look of homoar; " bat there's that within that's fit to be pat in 
Tissels of di'monds." 

"What can she mean, Archibald?" asked Lawton: "the animal 
looks as if it meant more than it says !" 

"'Tia probably a wandering of the reasoning powers, created by 
the fluency of intoxicating draaghts," obeerred the sorgeon, as he 
deliberately threw his left leg over the pommel of the saddle, and 
alid down on the right side of his horse. 

"Faith, my dear jewel of a doctor, bat it waa this side I waa ez- 
pieting yoa; the whole oorps come down on this ade bat yeersel^'* 
said Betty, winking at the trooper: "bat I've been feeding the 
woonded, in yeer absence, with the &t of the land." 

"Barbaroos stapidity!" cried the paaio-«tricken physidan, "to 
feed men laboaring ander the excitement of feTer with powerfol 
n ntri m en ti woman, woman, yoa are enoog^ to defiMi the skill of 
Hippocrates I" 

^Pdoh r said Betty, with infinite eompoeore, "what a bothers 
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Ikmjee make a^t ft Hide whiik^; tfaflnwaslMit Agdlonbetwizl 
a good two doxen of them, and I gave H to tho bqya to niaka thaa 
deep as^; mm, jist aa alnmbering dropa.'' 

Lawton and hia eompankm now entered the boildingy and the flnl 
oljecta which met their eyea explained the hidden »»^«<«g of 
Betty'a comfortable declaration. A long table, made of boaida ton 
from the aide of an oat-boildingy waa atretehed through the middle 
of the laigeat ^wrtment, or the barroom, and on it waa a Teiy 
aeantj display of croekeiy ware. The ateama of cookety aroae from 
an adjoining kitchen, bat the principal attraction waa in a demgohn 
of &ir proportions, which had been oatentatioasly placed on hi^ by 
Betty aa the object most worthy of notice, lawton aoon learnt that 
it waa teeming with the real amber«coloored jnioe of the gtmpe, and 
had been sent from the Locusts, aa an ofiering to Major Donwoodiey 
from hia friend Captain Wharton, <tf the royal army. 

^ And a royal gift it ia," said the grinning sabaltem, who made 
the explanation. ^ The Major girea na an entertainment in honour 
of oarvictoiy, andyoaseethe principal expense ia home, aa it ahoold 
be, bj the enemy. Zounds, I am thinking that after we have priaMd 
with soch stuff, we could charge through SirHenr/a head-quaiteni 
and carry off the kni^t himself/^ 

The Captain of dragoooawaainnomannerdispleaaedat thepro^ 
pect of terminating so pleaaantly a day that had been ao agreeaUy 
eommenced. He was soon surrounded by his comrades, who made 
many eager enquiriea concerning hia adrentures, wUIa the saxgeon 
proceeded, with certain quakings of the heart, to eramine into the 
atato of hia wounded. Enormoua firea were anapping in the chin* 
neya of the house, superseding the nseassi ty of eaadlea, by the brifjbl 
]i|^t whieh waa thrown from the Uasing pilea. The group within 
were aU young men, and tried aoldiers; in number they were rathsr 
more than a doaen, and their manners and oonvenatian were a atnage 
mixture of the bluntness of the partaaan with the manners of genllft» 
men. Their dresses were neat^ thou(^ plain; and a nefer^uUng 
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lopio among^ tham wm the perfimnanoe and quality of their lunwi. 
Some were endeavooriiig to aleep oa the bonchea which lined the 
walla^ aome were waDdng the apaitmenta, and others were aeated in 
eaneet diaooaaion on aabjecta connected with the boaineaB of thmr 
litea. Occaaionally, aa the door of the kitchen openedi the hiaamg 
aoondaof thefiTing-penaand theinTitingaatonrof the food created 
a atagnation in all other employmenta; even the aleepera, at each 
momentay would open their ejeay and niae their heada, to reconnoitre 
the atate of the prepantiona. All thia time Donwoodie aat by him- 
ael^ gaiing at the fire, and lost in reflections which none of hia offi- 
cen preaumed to distnrb. He had made eameat enqnixiea of Sit* 
greaves after the condition of Sin^etoUi dozing which a profound 
and respectful silence waa maintained in the room; bat as soon aa 
he had ended, and resomed his seat^ tho osoal ease and fieedom 
prevailed. 

The arrangement of the table waa a matter of but little concern 
to Mrs. Flanagan; and Csssar wonld have been aadly acandalised at 
witneasing the informality with which vaziooa diaheai each bearing 
a wonderM resemblance to the othersy were placed before so many 
gentlemen of consideration. In taking their places at the board, 
the strictest attention waa paid to precedency; for, notwithstanding 
the freedom of manners which prevailed in the corps, the points of 
military etiqnette were at all timea obaerved, with aomething ajh 
preaching to religiona veneration. Most of the guests had been 
&sting too long to be in any degree fiMtidious in their appetites; 
but the caae waa different vrith Captain Lawton; he felt an nnao> 
countable loathing at the ezhibitioQ of Betty'a food, and could not 
retrain from making a few peaaing comments on the condition of the 
knives, and the clouded aspect of the platea. The good-nature and 
the personal afiction of Betty for the oflender, rastratned her, for 
aome time, from anawering hia innuendoes, until Lawton, having 
ventured to admit a piece of the Uaok meat into hia mouth, enquired, 
the aiEMtation of a spoiled child,— 

10 
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'^ Wbftt Idnd of animal might thia IiiiTe been when Itno^ Mn 
Flanagan T' 

"MSnni Captain, and wasn't it the onld cow/' replied the antler, 
with a wannth that proceeded portljfrom dimatiafiiction at the eom- 
phunts of her &Toarite, and portly from grief ai the loss of the do- 



''Whai r' roared the trooper, stoppmg short as he was abont to 
iwallow his morsel, ''ancient JennjT' 

''The devil ?' cried another, dropfring his knife and ferk, "ahe 
who made the campaign of the Jersejs with ns V* 
' " The Tery same,'' replied the mistress of the hotel, withapiteooa 
aspect of woe; "a gentle baste, and one that coold and did lire on 
Icsa than air, at need. Sure, gentlemen, 'tis awfbl to have to eat 
Bteh an onld friend." 

"And has she sonk to thisT' said Lawton, pointing with his 
knife to the remnants on the table. 

"Nay, Captain," said Betty, with spirit, "I sonld two of her 
quarters to some of yonr troop; but divil the word did I tell the 
boys what an oold frind it was they had bongfat, fer fear it might 
damage their appetites." 

"Fury!" cried the trooper, with affected anger, "I shall have 
my fellows aa limber as snpple-jacks on soch fere; afraid of an 
l^gltflimafi u a Yirginkn negro is of his driver." 

"Well," said Lieutenant ^lason, dropping his knife and feik in 
n kind of despair, "my jmws have more sympathy than many men's 
hearts. They absolutely decline makbg any impreaoon* ob the 
reliea of their old aoqnaintance." 

"Tiy a drop of the gift," said Betty, soothingly, pouring a lai)p 
aDowmoe of the wine into a bowl, and drinking it off aa taster to 
die corps. "Faith, 'tis but a wishy-washy sort of staff afW all?* 

The ice once broken, however, a dear gjlass of wine was handed 
to P un woodie, who, bowing to hia companions, drank the Bqnor ha 
Ae midst of a profeond aOenoe. For a few gisssss there waa mash 
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obserredi aod aondry patriodo toists and sendmenti were 
dolj noticed bj the oompaDj. The liquor, howeveri peiformed its 
wonted oflioe; and before the second sentinel at the door had been 
relieredi all recollection of the dinner and their cares was lost in the 
present festiTitj.^ Br. Sitgreaves did not return in season to partake 
of Jenny, but he was in time to receiro his fair proportion of Ca^ 
tain Wharton's present 

''A song, a song from Captain LawtonT cried two or three of 
the party in a breath, on observing the fiiilure of some of the points 
of good-fellowship in the trooper; ^' silence, for the song of Captain 
Liwton/' 

''Gknt^emen,'' returned Lawton, his dark eyes swimming with 
the bump*>*s he had finished, though his head was as impenetrable 
as a post; '^ I am not much of a Dightiogale, but, under the farour 
of your goo^^ ^ri^hes, I consent to comply with the demand.'' 

"Now, i\\Lk,'* said Sitgreaves, nodding on his seat, "remember 
the air I tau^t jou^ and — stop, I have a copy of the words in mj 
pocket" 

" Forbear, forbear, ^ocd doctor,'' said the trooper, filling his glass 
with great deliberatuD, "I never could wheel round those hard 
names. Gentlemen^ I will give you an humble attempt of my own." 

" Silence, for Captain Li&wto^'s song T* roared five or six at once; 
when the trooper proceeded, in a fine full tone, to sing the following 
words to a weU-known bacrhanalisn air, several of his oc^orados 
helping him through the chorus with a fervour that shook the crair 
sdifioe they were in: — 

Now poih tlM muf , m J joU j boyi^ 

And live, while live w« can, 
Ta>iDocTowN nm niaj end fPOi jay% 

For briers the boor of naa. 
And ho who bravely mcete th« fto 
Hie leeee of U<e etc never know. 

Old mncber FUnafui 

Cono end fill Uw oen egeia* 

For fan eon fill, and we can awilU 

Good Betty Flaaagaa. 
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If l0f« of lift pemdet fonr'bnaitv •: ' " /^ 

Of lof9 Ov 6tM yon ftuMf 
Qoil lioiKNir's pftth ftr pMoefbl iw^ 

And bear a oowtrd*a name ; • - ■ " - % n 

For iooQ and late, wo danfor lDiofir« 
And ftarlooi on the Mddlo fa . 
Old molhor, dba 

When ftroign ftei intade tlio land. 

And wi^oo and iwo^dioaita eall : 
In fioodom't caow we *U bcavol/ itand, 

Or will aa brarely ftU. 
In thia &ir homo tho ftteo haTo fiTon, 
Wo *I1 Uto aa lotdoi or livo in lioafcn. 
Old moChor, dbc 

At etch appeal made to herself, by the onited Toioes of the choir, 
Bet^ intariably adTanced and complied litendlj with the leqnesl 
ooDtained in the chornsi to the infinite delight of the angen, and 
with no small participation in the sadsfiiction on her own aeconnt 
The hoateea waa provided with a bererage more foited to the hi|^ 
•eaaoDing to which she had accustomed her palate, than the taatelea 
present of Captain Wharton ; by which means Betty had managed, 
with tolerable fiidlity, to keep eren pace with the exhilaration of 
her goests. The appUnse recelTed by Captain Lawton was general, 
with the exception of the sorgeon, who rose from the bench daring 
the first dioms, and paced the fioor, in a fiow of classical indign^ 
lion. The braTos and brsvissimos drowned all other noises for a 
short lime; bat as they gradaally ceased, the doctor tomed to the 
arasieiaii, and exdaimed, with heat— 

^Captain Lawton, I maird that a gentleman, and a gallant oBoer, 
can find no other sabject for his mose, in these limes of trial, than 
in soeh beastly invocations to that notorioos follower of tho camp, 
the filthy Elisabeth Flanagan. Methinks the goddess of Liberty 
eoald fbmish a more noble inspiration, and the saflerinp of yoor 
^oantiy a more befitting theme/' 

^^HeydayT' shooted the hoetesi^ advanmng towards him in a 
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Shiettening tttitade; ^and who is H that ttlb ma lathyf ' Haate 
aqtiirtt Maater pop-gun ^-'^ 

''Peace V' laid Dnnwoodie, in a Toioe tint waa exerted bat » little 
more than common, but which waa aucoeeded bj the atillnw of 
death; ''woman, leaye the room. Dr. Sitgreayea, I call jon to joor 
aeaty to wait the order of the reTela." 

" Proceed, proceed/' aaid the aoigeon, drawing himaelf np in aa 
attitode of dignified composnre; "I trost. Major Donwoodie, I am 
not unacquainted with the rules of decorum, nor ignorant of the bje- 
laws of good-fellowship." Betty made a hasty but somewhat derioua 
retreat to her own dominions, being unaccustomed to dispute the 
orders of the commanding officer. 

" Major Dunwoodie will honour us with a sentimental song,'' said 
Lawton, bowing to his leader, with the collected manner he so well 
knew how to assume. 

The Major hesitated a moment, and then sang, with fine execa* 
tion, the following words: — 

Soma lore the heali of Motheni tana, 
Where lile*t wana enrrent maHiitning rani^ 

In ooe quick circUnf ■treem; 
But deerer &r 'i the meUow light 
Which tranbliiif ehmeet reflected brifhl 
In Liin&*a milder beam. 

Some lote the tnlip*a gmodier dyeaii 
Where deepening hloe with jtUow vies, 

And gof g con a beauty glowe ; 
Bat happier he, whoae bridal wreath, 
B|f kve entwined, k Ibund to breathe 

The a we e tn ca aof the 



The Toice of Dunwoodie ncTer lost its anthority with hia infrrion; 
and the applause which followed his song, though by no means aa 
liotooa aa that which succeeded the effi>rt of the Captain, waa much 
more fiattering. 

*I^ air," aaid the doctor, after joining in the plaadita of hia eon- 
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pttikiif;' ''701I' wooU Intt leun to mute daancil annaoos' with 
joar delicate iimgiTntioiij 70a wooU become ft pettf^amatear 
poet * 

'*Heirho oitidaea ought to be able to perfivm,'' aaid Dnnwoodie, 
with a amile. ^I call on Br. Sitgrearea for a apedmen of the atyk 
he admiiea*'' 

^'Dr. Sitgrearea^ aong! Dr. Sifgrearea' aongT echoed all at the 
table with delist; <'a daaaical ode from Br. SitgreaTca r* 

Tbe aorgeoQ made a complacent bow, took the remnant of his 
gliaai and gare a few preliminarj heme, that aenred hngdy to do* 
H^t three or fimr joong oometa at the foot of the table. He then 
commenced ang^ng, in a cracked ToicCi and to any thing bat a tone, 
the following dit^: — 

Hut tboa ever felt lord's dul, deutfC» 

Or bnatfaed his twrnnWiny sf h^ 
Tlwiiffat him, aikr, wis ew iieansC» 

Before that sperklinf eje T 
Hies hsst thoa known what 'tis to ftel 
Tlie pain that Galen could not heal. 

« 

« Hurrah r' ahoated Lawton: ''Archibald eclipeea the mnaea 
themaeltea; his worda flow like the aylvan atream bj moonlight, and 
hia melody ia a eroaa breed of the nightiogale and the owL'' 

''Captain Lawton/' cried the ezaaperated opeiator, "it ia one 
thing to deapiae the lij^ta of dtarical learning, and another to be 
deapiaed lor your own ignorance I" 

A load aommona at the door of the bmlding created a dead hah 
in the uproar, and the dragoona inatinctiTely caught up their anna, 
to be prepared for the worst The door waa opened, and the Skin- 
nen entered, dragging in the pedler, bending beneath the load of 
hia po^ 

^Which ia Captain lAwtonT' aaid the leader of the gan^ gaaing 
■nmnd him in aome little aatoniahment 

<*Howaita your pleaaur^^ aaid the tiooper, drily. 
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^Th«ii here I deUver to joor luadfl a condemned traitor: this is 
Hairej Birch, the podler spj/^ 

Lawton started as he looked his old acquaintance in the ficOi and, 
taming to the Skinner with a lowering look, he asked -» 

** And who are jou, sir, that speak so freelj of jonr neighboors? 
•—But," bowing to Danwoodie, ''your pardon, sir; here is the 
commanding officer; to him you will please address yonrsdf." 

'< No," said the man, sullenly, '' it is to you I delirer the pedleri 
and from you I claim my reward." 

''Are you Harvey Birch?" said Dnnwoodie, advancing with 
an air of authority that instantly drove the Skinner to a oomer of 
the roonL 

"I am," said Birch, proudly. 

"And a traitor to your country," continued the Migor, with stem- 
nesa; "do you know that I should be justified in ordering your 
execution this night?" 

"'Tis not the will of God to call a soul so hastily to his pre- 
sence," said the pedler, with solemnity. 

"Tott speak truth," said Dunwoodie; "and a few brief hours 
shall be added to your life. But as your offence is most odious to a 
soldier, so it will be sure to meet with the soldier^s vengeance : joa 
die UHnorrow." 

"Tis as God wills." 

"I have spent many a good hour to entrap the villain/' said the 
Skinner, advancing a little from his comer, "and I hope you wQI 
^ve me a certificate that will entitle us to the reward; 'twas pco- 
mised to be paid in gold." 

"Major Dunwoodie," said the officer of the day, entering the 
room, "the patroles report a house to be bumt near jesterda/s 
battle-ground." 

"'Twas the hut of the pedler," muttered the leader of the 
0ng; "we have not left him a shingle Ibr shelter; I should kaTt 
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Iranii it sumths ago, bat I mnted hit ibed Ibr a tap to citok Um 
■lyfoxin.*' ' 

^Toa seem a most mge&ioas patziot^^' nid Lawtoa. ''Migoc 
D un woodia, I aeoood tho raqoest of this worthy gentleman, and 
ciaTO the o£Sce of bestowing the reward on him and hia fellowa.'' 

''Take it; — and joa, miserable man, prepare for that £ite 
which will sorely befall yon before the setting of to-morrow's son.^ 

''Life offers bat little to tempt me with/' said Harrey, slowly 
raiang his eyeS| and gazing wUdly at the strange fi^oes in the ^lart* 
ment. 

"ComOi worthy children of America!" said Lawton, "follow, and 
leceiTO yoor reward. 

The gang eagerly accepted the inritation, and followed the cap* ; 
tain towards the quarters assigned to hia troop. Donwoodie paused 
a moment, from reloctance to triomph over a fiillen foe, before ha 
pfoceeded. 

" Yoa haTo already been tzied, Hanrey Birch; and the troth has 
proved yoa to be an enemy too dangeroos to tho liberties of Amexioa 
to be suffered to live." 

"The troth !*' echoed the pedlcr, starting, and raising himself in 
a manner that disregarded the weight of his pack. 

"Ay! the truth; yoo were charged with bitering near tho con* 
tinental army, to gain intelligence of ita moTements, and, by com- 
municating them to the enemy, to enable him to frustrate the inten* 
lions of Washington.'' 

"Will Washington say so, think yoaT 

"Doubtless he would; even the justice of Washington cob* 
demna you." 

' "No, no, no," cried the pedler, in a Tmoe and with a manner thai 
startled Dunwoodie ; " Wa shinj^n c an b b b Im ^n d the hollow liewa 
of pretended patriots. Has' he not risked his all on the cast of a 
die ? if a gallows is ready for me, was there not one far him also? 
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IfOy no, nOf no — Washington would nflrer mj, 'Letd him to n 

" HaTB yon my thing , wretched man, to urge to the commander" 
in-ehief why yon a hoold not die v mxa me Jlajor, lecoreifligr^fcom 
the mifpniie created by the mannefof the other. 
^ Birch trembled, ^ftT_Y*^^''"^ ^wnTHn^ni-^nrm n^ffmlinyjii bis 
boeom. Hia face aasiim.ed Jhe ghastly paleness of death, and his 
hand drew a box of tin from the folds of his B)iirt;lie opened it, 
showing by the act that it contained a small' piece of paper: on 
this document his eye was for an instant fixed— he had already 
held it towards Donwoodiei when suddenly withdrmwing his hand 
he exclaimed— 

''No — it dies with me; I know the conditions of my senice, 
and will not purchase Iife~witE'tHeir'tbHnEin -^^fHiea me.'' 

" Deliver that paper, and you may possibly find fiiTourT'* cried 
Dunwoodie, expecting a discoTeiy of importance to the cause. 

''It dies with me/' repeated Birch, a flush passing over his pallid 
features, and lighting them with extraordinary brilliancy. 

"Seise the traitor I" cried the Major, "and wrest the sebwt fitn 
}tlm hands." 

The order was immediately obeyed; but the moTements of the 
pedler were too quick; in an instant he swallowed the pape r. The 
effioeis paused in astonishment; but the surgeon cried eagerly— 

" Hold him, while I administer an emetic." 

"Fcsbearl" said Dunwoodie, beckoning him back with his hand; 
"if his crime is great^ so will his punishment be heavy." 

" Lead on," cried the pedler, dropping his pack fixxn his shonl- 
ders, snd advancing towards the door with a manner of inoompve- 
hensible dignity. 

"WhitherT' asked Dunwoodie, in amaaement 

"To the gallows." 

"No^" said the Migor, recoiling in horror at his own justioe. 

10* 
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^Hy in^rttfobmi tha* I ocdeir yoii tir le'czmted, Imt lonly^ 
not 80 batdlj; tike imta nine to-monow to prapuv ftr the awfiil 
eheoflOi" ' * 

Dunwoodie whispered his oiden in the ear of a sahaltem, a&d 
motjoned to the pedler to withdraw. The iiiterniptkm caned hj 
this scene prerented further enjoyment around the tabky and the 
offioeitdiqmaed to their serenlphMMS of rest Li a short time die 
only noise to be heard wis die heavy tread of the sentinel« as he 
paced the froaengroond in front of the Hotel FlanagUL 



CHAPTER Xm 



^-»*Thef« we, whoM rhinginf lin— manti 
ExproH Mcfa foiklca pMtion of the breatt ; 
Wb«re Lof«, and Hope, end tenderJiearted Pitj 
Are eeea reflected, «e from a iiiimr** ftce; 
Bat cold ezperieDce can veil tbeae hoes 
With looka, invented ehrewdlj to enoompa« 
The eonninf pufpo e ee of base deceit** 



The oflioer to whose keeping Donwoodie hud committed the pedler 
tnosfiurred his charge to the costodj of the regular aergeant of the 
guard. The fftt of Captain Wharton had not been lost on the 
joathfnl lieutenant) and a certain dancing motion that had taken 
possession of objects before his eyes, gate him waning of the neces 
sitj of recruiting nature bj sleep. AfUr admonishing the non-oom- 
miasioned guardian of Harre j to omit no watchfulness in securing 
the prisoneri the youth wnpped himself in his cloak, and, stretched 
on a bench before a fire, soon found the repoee he needed. A rude 
shed extended the whole length of the resr of the building, and from 
off one (tf its ends had been partitioned a small apartment, that waa 
intended as a repository for many of the lesser implements of hu^ 
bandxy. The lawleaa times had, howerer, occasioned its being 
stripped of ereiy thing of Talue; and the seainhing eyes of Bet^ 
Flanagan selected this spot, on her arrival, as the storehouas for her 
mofcsbles, snd a sanctuary for her person. The spare arma and 
baggsge of the corps had also been deposited here; and the united 
trsasurss were placed under the eye of the sentinel who paraded the 
shed ae a guardian of the rsar of the head i|uartMa> Aeedoodeol 
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dier, wbo wis statumed near Um hooia to proCeet the honei of tbo 
oiBoeny ooald fammand aTJewof the oatside of the qMrtment; and, 
al it was without window or outlet of anj kmd, exoepting its door, 
the considerate sergeant thought this the most befitting place in 
which to deposit his prisoner until the moment of his execution. 
ScTeral inducements urged Sergeant Hollister to this detenninatiotti 
among which was the absence of the washerwoman, who lay before 
the kitchen fire, dreaming that the coips waa attacking a par^ of 
the enemy, and mintaVing the noise that proceeded from her own 
nose for the bugles of the Virginians sounding the charge. Another 
was the peculiar opinions that the veteran entertained of life and 
deathy and by which he was distinguished in the corps ss a man of 
most exemplary piety and holiness of life. The sergeant was more 
than fifty years of age, and for half that period he had borne arms. 
The constant recurrence of sudden deaths before his eyes, had pro- 
duced sn effiBct on him differing greatly from that which was the 
iMual moral consequence of such scenes; and he had become not 
only the most steady, but the most trust w ort hy soldier in his troop. 
G^itain Lawton had rewarded his fidelity by making him its orderly. 

Followed by Birch, the sergeant proceeded in silenoe to the door 
of the intended prison, snd, throwing it open with one hand, he held 
a lantern with the other to light the pedler to his prison. Seating 
himself on a cask, that contained some of Bett/s fiivourite berenge, 
the sergeant motioped to Birch to occupy another, in the same man> 
ner. The lantern was placed on the floor, when the dngoon, after 
looking his prisoner steadily in the fiioe, obserred— 

'<Tou look ss if you would meet death like a man; and I haTS 
brought you to a spot where you can tranquilly arrange your thoughts, 
and be quiet and undisturbed." 

^'T is a feazftil place to prepare for the last change in," said Har- 
tey, guing around his little prison with a tacant eye. 

<< Why, lor the matter of that," returned the Teteran, '<it can 
nokoo bul tittloi in the great aooount, where a man parades his 
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thon^ia fer the last imew, bo tkat lie finds them fit to pus the 
miister of mother world. I have a small book hersi which I make 
it a pcnnt to read a little Id, whenever we an about to enpge, and 
I find it a great strengthener in time of need/' While speaking, he 
took a Bible from his pockety and offered it to the pedler. Bireh 
received the Tolome with habitoal reverence; but there was an ab» 
stncted air about him, and a wandering of the eye, that indnoed his 
companion to think that alann was getting the mosterj of the pedler's 
feelings; aocordinglji he proceeded in what he conceived to be the 
offices of consolation. 

<<If any thing lies heavy on yoor mind, now is the best time to 
get rid of it — if you have done sny wrong to any one, I promise 
you, on the word of an honest dragoon, to lend you a helping hand 
to see them righted." 

'' There are few who have not done so/' said the pedler, toning 
his vacant gaze once more on his companion. 

''True — 'tis natural to sin ~- but it sometimes happens, that a 
man does what at other times he may be sony fixr. One would 
not not wish to die with any very heavy sin on his eonscience, 
afierall/' 

Harvey had by this time thoroughly examined the place in which 
he was to pass the night, and saw no means of eac^w. But as hope 
b ever the last feeling to desert the human breast, the pedler gave 
the dragoon more of his attention, fixing on his sunburnt features 
such sesiching looks, that Sergeant Hollister lowered his eyes before 
the wild expression which he met in the gaae of his prisoner. 

''I have been taught to lay the burden of my sins at the feet of 
my Saviour," replied the pedler. 

<'Why,yes— all that is well enough," returned the other; <<bnt 
justice should be done while there is opportunity. There have been 
stirring times in this country since the war began, and many have 
been deprived of their rightful goods. I oftentimes find it hard to 
leoondle even my lawful plunder to a tender conscience.'' 
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^Tiiete baadf," aud the pedler, Btretdung forth nit UMigray bonj 
fli^iehy'^lunro spent jeun in toiI| Imt not a moment in piUering/| 

<< It 11 wen that it b so,'' aeid the honestJieerted eoUiff ; <<and, 
DO donbt, joa now feel it a great eonsolation. There ate thrse great 
sins, that, if a man can keep his conscience dear of, why, bj the 
mercjof Ood, he may hope to pass mnster with the samts in heaven: 
they are stealing, murdering, and desertion.'* 

"Thank God!" said Birch with ftrroori **l have nefer jet taken 
the life of a felloW'Creatnre/' 

"As to killing a man in lawful battle, that is no more than doing 
one's duty. If the canse is wrong, the sin of such a deed, joa 
know, &l]s on the nation, and a man receives his pnnishment here 
with the rest of the people; bat murdering in cold blood stands next 
to desertion as a crime in the eje of Grod." 

''I ncTcr was a soldier, therefore nerer could desert," said the 
pedler, resting his Cue on his hand in a melancholy attitude 
>^ ''Why, desertion consists of more than quitting your cbloai% 
though that is certainly the worst kind; a man may desert his 
country in the hour of need." . 

Birch buried his &ce in both his hands, and his whole fiame 
shook; the sergeant regarded him doaely, but good feefinga soon 
got the better of .bis antipathies, and he continued more mildly «^ 

" But stall that is a sin which I think may be forgiTen, if sin* 
eerdy repented of; and it matters but little when or how a man 
dies, so that he dies like a Christian and a man. I recommend 
yon to say your prayers, and then to get some rest, in cidsr 
that yon may do both. There is no hope of your being pardoned; 
fer Colond Singleton has sent down the most positive erdeii to 
take yoor life whenerer we met you. No— no -~ nothing csn 
ssTs you." 

<*Tou say the truth," cried Birch. «It is now too late — I haTS 
destiujud my only saftguard. But kg will do my memoiy justice 
si 
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^Whftt tafegnaidf aakad &• iergetnt^ with ■.wakened eori- 
OBty. 

'''Tie nodungy" nplied the pedler, raoowing hie vetanl men* 
aer, end lowering hie ftoe to avoid the mnMi looke of hie eom- 
penifflii 

"And who ie her 

''No one/' added Haireji aaxioae to aaj no more. 

"Nothing, and no one^ can ayail hot little now/' aaid the aei^ 
geanty rising to go; "lay jooraelf on the blanket of Mrs. Flanagan, 
and get a little aleep; I will call joa betimee in the morning; and, 
from the bottom of m j soul, I wieh I could be of some eerrioe to 
jon, for I dislike greatly to aee a man hong np like a dog." 

"Then you might ssto me from this ignominious death," said 
Kzch, springing on his feet, and catching the dragoon by the arm 
—"And, oh ! what will I not gm you in reward V* 

"In what manner r' asked the sergeant, looking at him in ear- 
prise. 

"See," said die pedler, producing sereral guineae from his per- 
son; "these are nothing to what I will give you, if you will assist 
me to eeerae." 

"Were you the man whoee picture is on the gold, I would 
not listen to such a crime," said the trooper, throwing the money 
on the floor with contempt "Qo — go — poor wretch, and make 
your peace with God; lor it is he only that can be of serrice to 
you now." 

The sergeant took up the lantern, and, with some indignation in 
hie manner, he left the pedler to eorrowfbl meditatione on his 
appeoaching frte. Birch sunk, in momentary despair, on the pallet 
of Betty, while his guardian proceeded to giro the neeeesary inatnio» 
tions to the sentinels for his safe-keeping. 

HoUieter concluded his injunctions to the man in the ahed, bj 
saying, " Tour life wfll depend on his not eecaping. Let none enter 
or quit the room till morning " 









f ''Baty'f^md the tamperi ^mj oiden an, to bt tfaa wadMrwamaa 
paas in and onty aa ahe plaaaea." 

'f WdJ, let her then; hot be eazefbl dial thia inlj pedkr doea 
not get oat in the fdda of her pettieoata.^' He then oontinned hia 
walky giving aimilar ordera to each of the aentineb near the apot 

For aome dme alter the departure of the aergeant^ aiknoe pre- 
fiiled within the aolitaiy priaon of the pedleri until the dngoon at 
hia door heard hia loud fareathinga, which aoon roae into the xegular 
cadence of one in n deep aleep. The man continued walking hia 
poat| mnaing on an indifference to lile which could allow nature ita 
euatomaxy rest, cTen on the threahold of the graie. Harrej Birch 
had, however, been a name too loug held in detestation by ereiy 
man in the ooipa, to snfier any fedinga of coomuaeration to mingle 
with these reflections of the sentinel; for, notwithstanding the con* 
aideiation and kindness manifested by the sergeant, there probably 
was not another man of hia rank in the whole party who would tmre 
discoyered equal benevolence to the priaoner, or who would not 
have imitated the veteran in rejecting the bribe^ althoo^ probably 
from a less worthy motive. There waa aomething of diaqypointed 
vengeance in the feelings of the man who watched the door of the 
room on finding hia prisoner enjoying a sleep of which he himself 
waa deprived, and at hia exhibiting auch obvioua indifoence to the 
utmost penalty that military rigour could inflict on all hia tfcaaon 
to the cause of liberty and America, Uore than coca he fldi 
prompted to disturb the repose of the pedler by tannta and ravilinp; 
but the diacipline he waa under, and a aeeret aenae of ahame at the 
brutality of the act, held him in aul)|jeotioiL 

Hia meditationa were, however, aoon interrupted by the lypearance 
of the washerwoman, who came ataggering throng the door that 
yumiwHui ff^^i f^ with the k itfth fifi, muttering exeorationa againirt the 

aarvinta of the officers, who, by their waggeiy, had disturbed her 

• 

dumbers before the flre. The sentinel understood enough of hsr 
aaaledictiona to comprehend the case; but all hia eSvta to enter into 
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toanxm&m with the ennged woman were qmImi^ and lie fiifEered 
her to enter her room without exphuning that it contained another 
inmate. The noise of her huge frame fiJling on the bed was an» 
oeeded bj a lilenoe thai was soon intermpted hj the renewed xeipi- 
BBtion of the pedler, and within & few minntea Harrey oontmned to 
breathe aload| as if no intemxption had ooenned* The relief aniTed 
al this moment The sentinel, who folt nettled at the contempt of 
the pedler, after communicating his ordera, while he waa rediin^ 
exclaimed to his socoessor-^ 

^ Ton may keep jourselfwann by dancing John; thepedlerspy 
has toned his Mdle, yon hear^ and it will not be long before Bet^ 
will strike up, in her tun.'' 

The joke was followed by a general Lragh from the party, who 
marched on in the performance of their daty. At this instant the 
door of the prison was opened, and Betty reappeared, staggering back 
again toward her former quarters. 

''Stop,'' said the sentinel, catching her by her clothes; ''are you 
snre the spy is not in yoor pocketT' 

"Can't you hear the rasca} snoring in my room, you dirty black* 
guard T' sputtered Betty, her whole frame shaking with rage; "and 
is it so yee would serve a daoent fionale, that a man must be put to 
sleep in the room wid her, yee rapecallion f" 

"Pooh! do you ndnd a fellow who's to be hanged in the morn- 
ing? You see he sleeps already;— to-monow he'll take a longer 

" Handa off, yee villain I" cried the washerwoman, relinquishing 
a small bottle that the trooper had succeeded in wresting from her. 
"But I'll go to Captam Jack, and know if it's ofdera to put a 
hang'fiallows spy in my room; ay, even in my widowed bed, jou 
tiefl" 

"SQenoe, old Jenbel T' said the fellow with a langh, taking the 
bottle from his mouth to breathe, " or you will wake the gentleman 
^-woold you distorb a man in his last sleep T' 
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^111 awake Captain Jaek, joa zepcdbata TQIain, and king liia 
Lore to see ma righted : he will punish jee all, finr imposing on a 
daeenfc widowed hody, joa maiander T' 

With these words, which onlj extorted a langh from the sentinel, 
Bettj staggered round the end of the boilding, and made the best of 
her way towards the quarters of her &Tonrite| Captain John Lawton, 
fai search of redress. Neither the offieer nor the woman, however, 
appeared daring the night, and nothing farther oec ar re d to distarb 
the repose of the pcdler, who, to the astonishment of the different 
sentinels, continued bj lus breathing to manifest how little the gid- 
(bws eoald afieci his slomben. 






CHAPTER XVnL 

* A Duiiel eome'to judgment ! jea, » Duiicl ! ^ 
O wise joanf jodfe, bow I do hooour thee !** 



Tns Skinners followed Cftptain Lawton with alacrity, towards tba 
qnarten occupied by the troop of that gentleman. The captain of 
dragoons had on all occasions manifested so much seal for the cause 
in which he was engaged, was so regardless of personal danger when 
opposed to the enemy, and his stature and stem countenance oontri« 
buted so much to render him terrific, that these qualities had, in 
some measure, procured him a reputation distinct from the corps in 
which he sexred. His intrepidity was mistaken for ferocity; and 
his hasty teal, for the natural lore of cruelty. On the other hand, 
a few acts of clemency, or, more properly speaking, of discriminating 
justice, had, with one portion of the community, acquired for Dun- 
woodie the character of undue forbearance. It is seldom that either 
popular condemnation or popular applause fiJls, exactly in the quan . 
titles earned, where it is merited. 

While in the presence of the Major, the leader of the guig had 
felt himself under that restraint which rice must ever •gperience in 
the company of acknowledged tirtne; but baling left the hooae, he 
at onoe ooooeiTedthat he was under the protection of a oongenial 
spirit There was a grarity in the manner of Lawton, that deceiTed 
most of those who did not know him intimately ; and it was a com* 
mon saying in his troop, << that when the captain laughed, he wis 
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Sine to pnnisL'' Drawing near hia oondnctori therefise, thie leader 
commenced a confidential dialogue^ 

'''Tia alwajB well for a man to know hia finenda from hia ena- 
miesi'' aaid the half4icenaed freebooter. 

To tliia prefatoiy obserration the captain made no other reply than 
a Bound, which the other interpreted into aaaent 

" I aappoae Major Donwoodie haa the good opinion of Washing- 
ton T' continued the Skinner, in a tone that rather expresaedadoubt 
than asked a question. 

'' There are some who think so/' 

'' Many of Uie friends of Congress in this county/' the man pro- 
ceeded, " wish the horse was led by some other o£Bcer ; for my part, 
if I could only be covered by a troop now and then, I could do many 
an important piece of service to the cause, to which this capture of 
the pedler would be a trifle/' 

''Indeed! such as what?" 

'' For the matter of that, it could be made as profitable to the 
officer as it would be to us who did it," said the Skinner, with a look 
of the most significant meaning. 

'' But how V asked Lawton, a little impatiently, and quickening 
his step to get out of the hearing of the rest of the party. 

''Why, near the royal lines, even under the very guns of the 
heights, might be good picking if we had a force to guard us from 
De Lancey's* men, and to cover our retreat from being cut off by 
the way of King's-bridge." 

* Tha partisan corps, called Cvw-bayB in the parianoe of the country, was 
commanded bj a Colonel De Laneey. Tliis gentleman, fhr soeh he was hj 
biith and edneation, rendeiod himself very odions to the Americans bf his 
ftncied cmelly, t^ogh there is no eridenoe of his being gnUtj of anj ads 
mrasoal in this species of war&re. 

Colonel De Lance j belonged to a &mil/ of the highest oanseqnenoe in the 
American colonies, his ancle having died in the administration of the go* 
vemment of that of Kew Tork. He dionld not be oonfeonded with other 
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''I durag^t tbe Beftigoef took alT that ^^une to themflelYW." 

^Thtj do a little at it; but thej aie obliged to be sparing aAong 
own people. I hare been down twioe^ under an agreement 
them: the first time they acted with honour; bat the second 
they came upon us and drove us off, and took the plunder to them- 
selTea." 

<<That wss a reiy dishonourable act, mdeed; I wonder that an 
honourable man will associate with such rascals.'' 

^It is necessary to hare an understanding with some of them, or 
we mig^t be taken; but a man without honour is worse than a 
kute. Do you think Major Dunwoodie is to be trusted?" 

''You mean on honounble principles f' 

''Certainly; you know Arnold was thought well of untfl the 
royal major was taken." 

" Why, I do not beliere Dunwoodie would sell his command as 
Arnold wished to do ; neither do I think him exactly trustworthy in 
a delicate business l^e this of yours." 

"That's just my notion/' rejoined the Skinneri with a self- 
i^proTing manner that showed how much he was satisfied with his 
own estimate of character. 

Bj this time they hod arrived at a better sort of fiirm-honse, the 
Tery extensive out-buildings of which were in tolerable repair, for 
the times. The bams were occupied by the men of the troop, while 
the horses were arranged under the long sheds which protected the 
yard from the cold north wind. The latter were quietly eating, with 
saddles on their backs and bridles thrown on their necks, ready to 
be bitted and mounted at the shortest warning. Lawton excused 
himself for a moment, and entered his quarters. He soon retnmedi 
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hoUiag in hb bind om of the eommoa iCd>le-)anteni| and fed A* 
wmj towuda a laigs orehaid that auroandad tlia V'^W^ngt an tlirea 
aidea. . The gang fidlowed the txooper In aflanoe^ bdiaTing hk 
dbjeet to be fteiliiy of frnnmnninating finrtfaer on tfaia intanating 
topie, withont the danger of being oifcrheaid. 

Approaching the Captain, the Skinner renewed the diaoonaa^ 
with a liew of eatabliahing fiiithar conMeecei and of giTing hia 
companion a more &TOimbla opinion of hia own intftlfefti. 

^Do yon think the odloniea will finallj gat the better of the 
king?*' he enquired, with n little of the importance of a politician. 

<<Get the better!" echoed the Cn^tain, with impetnoaitj— then 
checking himaclf, he continned, '^ no doubt they wilL If theRench 
will give ua anna and money, we can drive out the royal troopa in 
aiz montha." 

^ Well, ao I hope we ahall aoon; and then we ahall hate a free 
government, and we, who fight for it, will get our reward.'' 

''Oh !'' cried Lawton, ''your claima will be indi^utahk; whife 
all theae rife Toriea who Ktc at home peaceably, to take care of their 
&nna, will be held in the contempt they merit Ton have no &nn, 
I aoppoae?'' 

''Not yet— but it will go hard if I do not find one beftm the 
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** Bight; atndy your own inte r e at a , and you atndy the intereata 
of your country; pram the point of your own aervicea, and nil at 
the Toriea, and I'll bet my apura agaxDat a maty nail diai you get 
to be a county cleric at leaat" 

'Don't you think Pludding'a* party were took in not letting the 



• The antbor noet ha«» ietaaded mom illeiiaB le aa iadiridMl, which ie 
too lecri to b« aadcnlood by tiM gweni 

Aadii, aa b well hnewn, waa a i r teled by 
tha loak-oel ftr ptadatofy partka of tte maniy: the ptiaaipal naa af thia 
faftfwaaaaaMd^aiABf. Tha dian t wialiJ m a aner in wbiah tbay i 
w maw eapBw la nwiMr at owHiy* 
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iQjil adjatantfeneni etcaper* mid Ae maiii tbiown oiF bii goaid 
bj tlU fieedom of the G^rtrn's iii«uuV 

''Fools!" cried htwUm, with a Utter lan^; ''aji fbob indeed; 
IBng George woald have paid them hotter, for he is richer. He 
ironld have made them gentlemen Hoar their lives. Bat, thank God I 
there is a penrading spirit in the people that seems miracolooa. 
Men who hare nothmg, act as if the wealth of the Indies depended 
on their fidelity; all are notTillains like jonrself, or we shoold hate 
heen slaves to England jears ago.'' 

''How!" esclaimed the Skinner, starting back, and dropping his 
mnsket to the level of the othex^s breast; "am I betrayed, and are 
yoQ my enemy T' 

" 3Iidcreant !" shouted Lawton, his safare ringing in its steel seal^ 
bard, as he stmck the mndcet of the fellow from his hands, " offer 
bat again to point yoor gun at me, and I'll cleave yon to the 
middle." 

"And yon will not p^y as, then. Captain LawtonT' said the Skin* 
ner, trembling in every joint, for jost then he saw a party of mounted 
dragoons silently encircling the whole party. 

"Oh! pay yoa — yes, yoa shall have the foil measore of yoor 
reward. There is the money that Colonel Singleton sent down for 
the captors of the spy," throwing a bag of guineas with disdain at 
the other's feet " Bat groand yoar arms, yoa rascals, and see that 
the money is traly told." 

The intimidated band did as they were ordered; and while they 
were eagerly employed in this pleasing avocation, a few of Lawtoo'a 
men privately knocked the flints out of their maskets. 

''Well," cried the impatient captain, "ia it ri^tf^have joa 
the promised reward T' 

"There is jost the money," said the leader; "and we will now 
go to oar homes, with yoor permission." 

"Hold! so moch to redeem oar promise— now for jostioe; we 
pay yoa for taking a spy, bat we ponish yoa for boraini^ robbin|^ 
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and murdering. Seize them, my lads, and pTe each of them the 
law of Moeea — forty, aaye one/' . 

• This oommand waa giyen to no unwilling listeners; and in th^ 
twinkling of an eye the Skinners were stripped and fastened, l)y the 
halters of the party, to as many of the apple-trees as were necessaiy 
to fonish one to each of the gang. Swords were quickly drawn, 
and fifty branches were cut from the trees, like magic : from these 
were selected a few of the most sapple of the twigs, and a willing 
dragoon was soon fonnd to wield each of the weapons. Captain 
Lawton gave the word, humanely cautioning his men not to exceed 
the discipline prescribed by the Mosaic law, and the uproar of Babel 
commenced in the orchard. The cries of the leader were easily to be 
distinguished above those of his men; a circumstance which might 
be accounted for, by Captain Lawton's reminding his corrector that 
he had to deal with an officer, and he should remember and pay him 
unusual honour. The flagellation was executed with great neatness 
and despatch, and it was distinguished by no irregularity, excepting 
that none of the disciplinarians began to count until they had tried 
their whips by a dozen or more blows, by the way, as they said them* 
selves, of finding out the proper places to strike. As soon as this 
summaiy operation was satisfactorily completed, Lawton directed his 
men to leave the Skinners to replace their own clothes, and to mount 
their horses; for they were a party who had been detached for the 
purpose of patrolling lower down in the county. 
\ .''.You see, my friend,'^ said the Captain to the leader of the Skin- 
ners, after he had prepared himself to depart, ''I can cover you to 
some purpose, when necesaazy. If we meet often, you will be co- 
vered with scars, which, if not very honourable, will at least be me- 
rited." .. 

The fellow made no reply. He was buflj with his musket^ and 
hastening his comrades to march; when, eveiy thing being ready, 
they proceecled sullenly towards some rocks at no great distance, 
which were overhung by a deep wood. The moon waa just rising 
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lao iio groop of dngoooi oonld eaailj b\ diftinginahed where thej 
liad been left. Soddenlj- tarning, the whole gang lerelled their 
pieces end drew the triggers. The action was noticed, and the sn^ 
ping of the locks was heard hj the soldiersi who returned their ftitile 
attempt with & laugh of derisioni the captain crying alood^ 
^Ahl rascalsy I knew jon, and hsTe taken away yonr flints." 
''Yon should hare taken away that in my pooch too/' ahoated 
the leader, firing his gun in the next instant The ballet grased the 
ear of Lawton, who kughed as he shook his head, saying, **A miss 
was as good as a mile/' One of the dragoons had seen the prepara> 
tions of the Skinner— who had been left alone by the rest of his 
gang, as soon as they had made their abortive attempt at revenge^ 
end was in the act of plunging his spurs into his horse as the fellow 
frcd. The distance to the rocks was but small, yet the speed of the 
horse compelled the leader to abandon both money and mnsket, to 
effect his escape. The soldier returned with his prises, and offered 
them to the acceptance of his captain; bat Lawton rejected thenii 
telling the man to retain them himself, until the rascal ^ipeared in 
person to claim his property. It would hare been a bonness of no 
small di£Bculty for any tribunal then existing in the new states to 
hare enforced a restitution of the money; for it was shortly after 
most equitably distributed, by the hands of Sergeant HoUister, 
among a troop of horse. The patrol departed, and the C^»tain 
slowly returned to his quarters, with an intention of retiring to rest 
A figure moring rapidly among the trees^ in the dixeedon of the 
wood whither the Skinners had retired, can^i his eye, and, wheeling 
on his heel, the cautious partisan a ppfc ac h e d it, and, to his astonish- 
ment, saw the washerwoman at that hoar ef the nij^t, and in sodi 
a place. 

'^ What, Betty ! walking in your sleep, or dreaming iriiile awake f 
eried the trooper; ''are you not afraid of meeting with the ^lost of 
ancient Jenny in this her &Tourite pastoie 7^ 

''Ah, sure. Captain Jack,'' returned the sntler in her aalifa 
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• aooenty and xeeSng in & manner that made it diificolt for ner to laiit 
ber liead| ''it's not Jenny, or berghoet| that I'm aaaking, bnt aome 
jarhs for the woondod. . And it 'a the yartae of the rising moon, ai 
h jist toochea them, that I want. They grow under yon rodca, and 
I mnat hasten, or the charm will loae its power/'* 

^ Fool, yon axe fitter fbr your pallet than for wandering among 
thoae rocka: a fidl from one of diem would break your bones; 
besides, the Sldnnera have fled to those heights, and should you fiJl 
in with them, they would rerenge on yon a sound flogging they hare 
just reoeiTed from me. Better return, old woman, and finish your 
nq>; w« iDueh ia the monung." 

Betty disrq;ardod his advice, and continued her devious route to 
the hiU-ade. For an instant, as Lawton mentioned the Sldnnera, 
she had paused, but immediately resuming her course, she was soon 
out of sight, among the trees. 

As the Captain entered his quarten, the sentinel at the door 
enquired if he had met Mrs. Flanagan, and added that she had passed 
there, filling the air with threata against her tonnentora at the 
^ Hotel," and enquiring for the Captain in search of redress. Law* 
ton heard the man in astonishment — appeared struck with a new 
idea— walked several yards towards the orchard, and returned again; 
for several minutes he paced rapidly to and fro before the door of the 
house, and then hastily enterbg it, he threw himself on a bed in his 
olothes, and waa aoon in a profound sleep. 

In the mean time, the gang of marauders had suocessfully gained 
the summit of the rocks, and, acattering in every direction, they 
buried themselvea in the depths of the wood. Finding, however, 
there waa no pursuit, which indeed would have been impracticable 
fbr horse, the lesder ventured to call his band together with a 
whistle, and in a short time he succeeded in collecting his diaoom* 
fited party, at a point where they had but little to apprehend from 
any enemy. 

« Well," lud one of the faOovi, while a fire waa lii^ting to prateol 
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0Min agUDfll iho mr, which wa^ VS^^^ung wrerely odd, ^ihere if 
an Old to our biuuMiB in WesUTheiter. The Yiiginia hone will 
foon make the coontj too hot to hold vm." 

«iai ha^ hia blood," nratteied the leader, ««if I die for it the 
next iDatant" 

^ Oh, joa are yery raliant here, in the wood," cried the other, 
with a aatage lan^; ''why did jou, who boaat ao much of yoor 
aim, niaa yoor man, at thirty yarda f " 

^'Twu the honeman that disturbed me, or I would hare ended 
thia Captain Lawton on the spot; beddea, the cold had let me 
a flhiTering, and I had no longer a steady hand." 

''Say it waa fear, and yon will tell no lie," said hia comrade with 
a sneer. " For my part, I think I shall never be cold again; my 
back bama aa if a thousand gridirons were laid on it" 

"And yon would tamely submit to such usage, and kiss the rod 
that beat youf" 

"Aa for kiasing the rod, it would be no easy matter. Mine waa 
broken into so small pieces, on my own shoulders, that it would be 
diflfeult to find one big enough to kiss; but I would rather submit 
to lose half my skin, than to lose the whole of it, with my eara in 
the bargvn. And such will be our fetes, if we tempt this mad Vir- 
^nian again. Ocd willing, I would at any time pre him enoo^ 
ef my hide to make a pair of jack-boots, to get out of his hands with 
the remainder. If you had known when you were well off, yon 
would have stuck to Mi\jor Dunwoodie, who don't know half ao much 
ef our eril-dmngk" 

** Silence, you talking fool l" shouted the enraged leader; "your 
prating is sufficient to drive a man mad; ia it not enough to be 
lobbed fnd beaten, but we muat be tormented with your foUy f-^ 
help to get out the provisions, if any ia left in the wallet^ and tiy 
and stc^ your month with food." 

This injunction waa obeyed, and the whole party, amidst soadrf 
yoaaa and eontortionB, excited by the diaordered state of their baekai 
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I : Slide their arrangeiiienta for a Bcantj mmL A Inge fln of dij 
nood was baning in the deft of a roek| and at kngth tliej begn 
to reoorer from the conftuion of their flii^t, and to edlleet their 
Boattered senses. Their hunger being appessed, and many of their 
ginnenta thrown aside for the better opportonitj of dressing their 
woondsy the gang began to plot measures of revenge. An hour was 
spent in this manner, snd Taxions expedients were proposed; but as 
they all depended on personal prowess for their saocess, and were 
attended by great danger, they were of ooozse rejected. There was 
BO possibility of approaching the troops by sorprise, their Tigilanoa 
being ever on the watch ; and the hope of meeling Captain Lawton, 
away from his men, was ecpially ibilom, for the trooper was coo* 
stantly engaged in his dntj, and his morementa were so nind, that 
any opportunity of meeting with him, at all, must depend greatly 
on accident Besides, it was by no means certain, that such an in- 
terriew would result happily for themselTes. The cunning of the 
trooper was notorious; and rough and broken as was West-Chester, 
tfie fearless partisan was known to take desperate leaps, and stone 
walls were but slight impediments to the eharges of the Southern 
horse. Gradually, the conTersation took another direction, until the 
gang determined on a plan which should both revenge thanselves^ 
and at the ssme time offer some additional stimulus to their exer* 
tions. The whole business was aeeuratdy discussed, tnotime ixed, 
and the manner adopted; in short, nothing wu wanting to the pre> 
Tious snangement for this deed of Tillany, when they were aroussd 
by a Toioe calling aloud— 

^This way, Captain Jack — here are the rasosls ating by a firs— 
this way, and murder the tieres where they sit— quiok, lave your 
♦ horses and shoot your pistols r* 

This terrific summons wu enough to disturb all the philosophy 
of the gang. Springing on their feet, they rushed deeper into the 
irood, and having already agreed upon a place of rsndesvous pra* 
viously to their intended expedition, th^ diqwraed towards the fe«r 
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fiarten of die hMTeni. Certiia loaiidi and diiEsivitt ToioM mn 
heard calling on Cftoh other, bat aa the marandera wera well tiained 
to speed of fool^ they were soon lost in the diatance. 

It waa not long before Betty Flanagan emeiged from the daik« 
neasy and veiy coolly took poeaeasion of what the Skinnera had left 
behind them; namely, food, and dxrers articlea of dreaa. The waab- 
erwoman deliberately aeated hetMlf, and made a meal with great 
apparent aatiafiiction. For an hour, she aat with her head upon her 
hand, in deep musing; then she gathered together aneh articlea of 
the clothes, aa aeemed to soit her fimcy, and retired bto the wood, 
learing the fire to throw ita glimmering light on the adjacent roeksi 
«mtil ita last brand died away, and the place was aban d oned to aoU* 
tode wfv\ darknesSi 
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CHAPTER XTX, 

Ho loofer then pCTpl^ ^ limit— 
When thoofbti tomcBt, Um fint v* btitt 
Tifl mad to go, tk dMth to 0Ujl 
Awmj, to Orra« huto awaj. 



While bis oomndes were deeping, in perfect forgetfolneas of tbdi 
kaidflhipe end dangen, the almnbers of Donwoodie were broken and 
nnqmet After spending a night of reet le aan ca B, he aroaei nnre- 
fteehed, from the mde bed where he had thrown himself in his 
elothesi and, without awaking anj of the groap aroond him, he wan« 
dered into the open air in search of relie£ The soft rajs of the 
moon were jnst passing awaj in the more distinct light of the morn- 
ing; the wind had ftUen, and the rising mists gare the promise of 
another of those antomnal days, which, in this unstable dimate, 
succeed a tempest with the rapid transitions of magic The boor 
had not jet aniTed when he intended moring from his present posi- 
tion; andy willing to allow his waniors all the refreshment thai 
eireomslances woold permiti he strolled towards the scene of the 
Skinnen^ ponishmenty mosing upon the embanaaimento of his sito- 
ation, and nncertain bow he should reconcile his sense of dntj with 
his lore. Althoo^ Donwoodie himself phwed the most implicit 
reliance on the Captain's poritj of intention, he was bj no means 
sssiiiDil that a board of officers woold be equally credoloos; and, 
bdependentlj of all feelings of priTate regard, he felt certain that 
with the ezeeation of Henry woald be destroyed all hopes of a nnion 

with his sister. He had despatched an officer, the preceding etenin^ 

eM6) 



r 



THE 8py. ♦ a€7 

t» Colonel Singleton, who waa in oonunaad of tbe adTUice poata, 
reporting the capture of the British e^rtaini and, after giTing hia 
own opinion of hia innocence, requesting orders aa to the manner in 
which he was to dispose of his prisoner. These <»ders might he 
expected, every hour, and hln nncasincss increased, in proportion aa 
the moment approached when his friend might be removed from his 
protection. In this disturbed state of mind, the Major wandered 
through the orchard, and was stopped in his walk bj arriving at the 
baic of those rocks which had prctectod the Skinners in their flight, 
before he was conscious whither his steps had carried hiuL He waa 
about to turn, and retrace his path to his quarters, when he waa 
startled by a voice, bidding him— 

«• Stand or die !" 

Bunwoodie turned in amazement, and i«hcld the figure of a man 
placed at a little distance above him on a rhelving rock, with % 
musket levelled at himself. The light was not jet sufBcientlj 
powerful to reach the recesses of that gloomy cpot, and a second look 
waa necessary before he discovered, to his aatonishment, that the 
pedler stood before him. Comprehending, in an instant, the danger 
of his situation, and disdaining to implore mercy, or to retreat, had 
the latter been possible, the youth cried firmly — 

^Tl I am to be murdered, fire! I will never beoome joor 
prisoner. 

'' Xo, 3Iajor Dunwoodie," said Birch, lowering his musket, ^ it ia 
Bather my intention to capture, nor to slay.'' 

''What then would you have, mysterious betngf said Doa- 
woodxe, hardly able to persuade himself that the form he saw wia 
not n creature of the imagination. 

Tour good opinion,'' answered the pedler, with emotion; ''I 
woold wish all good men to judge m^ with lenity." .. 

*^ To you it must be indifferent what may be the judgment of 
men; for you aeem to be beyond the reach of their sentence." 

''Ood spares the lives of his aerviats to hia own time^" said tha 
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pedler, aolenmly : ^afhrboaxt agoIwM joorpriiODeriaiidthnaU 
ened with the giJlowB; now joa are mine; bni^ Major Donwoodia^ 
jon aiw free. There axe men abroad who wooli treat joo, leae 
kindly. Of whal aervioe woold that aword be to joa againat my 
weapon and a ateady hand? lUce the adtioe of one iriio haa nefer 
banned yon, and who neter wilL Do not traat yonrmlf in the 
akirta of any wood, nnleae in eompany and monnted.'' 

''And haTe yon comrades, who hate aaeiated yon to eaeqie, and 
who are less generooa than youaelf r' 

''No — no, I am alone truly — none know me but my God and 

"And whof asked the Uajor, with an interest he conld not 
control. 

" None/' continued the pedler, recorering his oomposore. " Bnt 
such is not your case, Slajor Dnnwoodie; yon are young and h^vpy ; 
there are those that are dear to you, and such are not &r away— 
danger ia near them you lore moat— danger within and without; 
double your watchfUness — strengthen your patrols — and be silent 
With your opinion of me, should I tell you more, you would suspect 
in ambush. But remember and guard them you love beat*' 

The pedler discharged the musket in the air, and threw it at the 
feet of his astonished auditor. When surprise and the amoke al* 
lowed Dnnwoodie to look again on the rock where he had atood, the 
spot was tacant 

The youth waa aroused from the stupor, iriiieh had been created 
by this strange scene, by the tnmpllng of horaea, and the sound of 
the bugles. A patrol waa drawn to the spot by the report of the 
musket, and the alarm had been giten to the oorpa. Without en- 
tering into any explanation with his men, the Migor returned quickly 
to his quarters, where he found the whole aquadron under arma, in 
battle array, impatiently awaiting the appearance of their leader. 
. The oflicer whose duty it waa to superintend sudi matters, had d^ 
leeted a party to lower the aign of the Hotel Flanagsn, and the post 






TaB;/SIFy.r 2411 



V-»-- 



wasiJieadjanaagedfor tIie«z$eatioii<tfihefpj. On hearing from ;^ 
iba Uijor that tha muaket was diaehaiged bj lumsel^ and was pio- « . 
bablj one of those dn^ped by the Skmnen^ (for bj this time Dim* 
woodie had learnt the puniahmeni inflicted bj Lawtoo, but chose to 
conceal his own interview with Bixohy) his offioen suggested the . 
propriety of executing their prisoner before thej marched. Unable 
tobelieve that all he had aeen was not a dieanii Donwoodie, fiillowed 
by many of his ofl&oerB^ and preceded by Sergeant HoUister, went to 
the place which was sapposed to contain the pedler. 

'< Well, sir/' said the Majorto the sentinel who goaided the door, 
<<I trust yon have yoor prisoner in n&ty" 

^ He is yet asleep/' replied the man, ''endhemakessnehandse, 
I could hardly hear the bugles sound the alarm." 

" Open the door, and bring him fortL" 

The order was obeyed ; but^ to the utter amaiement of the honest 
teteian who entered the prison, he found the room in no little dis- 
order— the coat of the pedler where his body oug^t to h«?e beeni 
and part of the wardrobe of Betfy scattered in disorder on the floor. 
The washerwomsn herself occupied the pallet^ in profimnd mental * 
oblinon, dad as when Isst seen, excepting a little Uack bonnet^ 
which she so constantly wore, that it was commonly thoo^t ahe 
made it perform the double duty of both day and ni^t cap. The 
noise of their entrancci and the exclamations of the par^, awoke the 
woman. 

.<<Is it dia break&at that's wanting?" said Betty, robbing her 
eyea; ''fidth, yee look as if yee would ato myself — bat patienoe a 
little, dariings, and ye 'U see sich a fry ss iwTer was." 

''Eryl" echoed the Sergeant, fisrgellal of his idigious philosophy, 
and the presen c e of his officers; <' we'll hare you roasted, Jesebell 
""-•Tou 'to hi^lffftd that damn'd nedler to eaasDe." 

*< Jeiebei back agin in yoor teeth, and damn'd pidler too^ Mister 
Saigeant!" cried Betty, who was easily roused; ''what have I to 
dowithpidlen, oresoapes? I mi^t have been a pidler^s kdy, sad 
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worn my oQcb, if I 'd had bwnj M'Twill, iutetd of teggiag at th« 
bads of A panel of dragooning tapacallionti wlio don't know how It 
Iralo '% lono bodj with dMcmej/* • • > 

«' The lidlow haa left mj Bibky" nid tho Tstanni taking the book 
from the Boor; ^ inatead of apending hia time in nadlng it to pre* 
' para finr hia end, like n good Chriadan, he haa been boaj in laboor* 
tniF to eacane." 

<< And who wodd ntaj and be hanged like a dog?" eried Betty, 
beginning to oomprehend the oaae; '^'tian't everj one that'a bom 
to meet with aich an ind-~Iike yonnelf, 3Iiater HoUiater/' 

^Silenoet" aaid Donwoodie. ^Thia muat be enqoired into 
eloaelj, gentlemen; there ia no oatlet bat the door, and there he 
eoold not paaa, onleaa the aentinel oonniTed at hia eacape^ or waa 
asleep on hia poet:-— call up the goanL'' 

Am theee men were not paraded, oorioaity had alreadjdnwn them 

to the place, and they one and all, with the exception of him beibre 

mentioned, denied that any perMn had peaaed ont The indhridnal 

in qoeation acknowledged that Bettj had gone by him, bat pleaded 

*hia offdera in joarifieation 

^Yoa lie, yon tief — yoa lieT' ahoated Betty, who had imp^ 
tiently liatened to hia ezealpation; "woold yee alanderiae n lone 
woman, by aaying ahe walka a camp at midnightf — Here have I 
been alaaping the long ni^t, sweetly aa the aacking babe." 

^Here, air,'' aaid the Sergeant, taming r eape c t fti lly to Don* 
woodie, ^laaomethingwrittminmyBiblethatwBanotinitbefere; 
tar hamig no family to record, I wonld neyer aolEer any aeribbling 
in the aacred book." 

One of the offioen rand ahmd— << Tkem certify^ that if mfend 
to geifne^ it ii hf GfocTt kelp ahme^ to wkom dwine oid I kmmbip 
fieeomadmd aiyaf//*. /'m forced to toko the womanU eiatkee^ 
hU M her pocket it « ricomptfue.— WUmeee mf komd-^Hor^eji 
Birek:' 

« Whatl" roared Betty, <<haa the tief lobbed s lone woman of 
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her tllf — Ikang him — catch him and hang him. Major; if tbers/i 
law or JQstioa in the land.'* .. ,« 

^Examine yov pockety'' Mid one of the joongBten, who waa 
enjojing the aoenei careksa of the oonaeqneneea. 

''Ah! fidth/' cried the traaherwomani producing a goinea, <<bat 
ho ia a jewel of a pidler I Long life and a brisk trade to him, ay I; 
he iawiloome to the dnds— and if he ia erer hanged, man j a bigger 
logoe will go free.'' 

Danwoodie tamed to leave the apartment, and he aaw Captain 
Luwton standing with folded anna, contemplating the aoene in pro- 
found silence. His manner, so different from his nsoal impetuosity 
and seal, struck his commander aa singular. Their ejes met, and 
thej walked together for a few minutes in close conrersation, when 
Donwoodio returned, and dismissed the guard to their place of rea* 
deiTons. Sergeant HoUlster, howcTer, continued along with Bettj, 
who, having found none of her vestmenta disturbed but such u the 
guinea more than paid fur, was in high good-humour. The waaher> 
woman had for a long time looked on the veteran with the ejea of 
aibction; and ahe had detennined within herself to remove certain 
delicate objections which had long embarrassed her peculiar situation, 
aa reepected the corps, bj making the Sergeant the successor of her 
late husband. For some time past the trooper had seemed to flatter 
this preference; and Betty, conceiving that her violence might have 
mortified her suitor, waa determined to make him all the amends in 
her power. Besides, rough and uncouth aa she waa, the washer^ 
woman had still enough of the aez to know that the moments 
of reoonfiiliarion were the momenta of power. She therefore poured 
out a ^aaa of her morning beverage, and handed it to her companion 
aa a peace oflering. 

''A few warm worda between frinda are a tr.le, yee moal 
be knowing, Saigeant," aaid the waaherwoman; ''it ww l^Iichael 
Flanag^ that I ever ealomnated the most when I waa bving him 
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'^Hichatl was a good soldier and a fanra man," aaid tbo tiooperi 
ADiihing the glaaa; ^onr troop ivas. oofering the flank of hia leg^ 
Bent when he fell, and I lode Ofer hia body mjaelf during die daj; 
poor fellow! he lay on hia back, and looked aa e o mpoaed aa if he 
had died a natonl death after a jear^a consumption." 

^Ohl Michael waa a great consomer, and be aartain; two aodi 
aa na make dreadful inroada in the atoek, Saigeant Bvl jee'r a 
adber diaciate man, iliater HoUiater, and would be a helpaiale 
indeed.** 

''Why, Mrs. Flanagan, I've tazried to apeak on a aul^eet dial 
lica heaTy at my heart, and I will now open my mind, if you 'ire let 
aura to listen." 

'< Is it listen f" cried the impatient woman; ''and I'd liaten to 
you, Saigeant, if the officers nerer ate another mouthful : but take 
a aeoond drop, dear, 'twill enoouiage you to spake freely/' 

''I am already bold enough in ao good a eanae," returned the 
vetenm, rejecting her bounty. '^Betty, do you think it waa realty 
the Pedler-Spy that I phoed in thia room, the h»t n^tf" 

<< And who ahould it be else, dariingT' 

M The era one." 

«What, the divUr' 

'' Ay, even Belsebub, disguised as the pedler; and them feOowa 
we thou^t to be Skinneia were hia in^T 

''Well aura, Saigeant dear, yee'r but little out thia time, any 
way; fivr if the diril'a impa go at large in the oounty Weat-Chealar, 
aura it ia the SUnnen, themaelTea." 

" Mit. Flanagan, I mean in their ineamate qnrita; the eril one 
knew that there waa no one we would aireat aooner than the pedlar 
Bireh, and he took on hia q^pearanee to gam admisrinn to your 
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« And what ahould the diril be wantmg of mef' cried Betly, 
tartly; " and bn't there dirils enough in the corpa already, without 
ene'a eoning flram the bottomleaa pit to frighten a lone body f 
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^Tma in mercj to yoa, Bettji that he ma pennitted to come. 
Toa see he Tuiished thzoii|gh the door in yoor fonn, which is a sjm* 
bol of jour &te| unless you mend joor life. Oh I I noticed how he 
trembled when I gave him the good hook. Would any Christian, 
think yoUy my dear Bettji write in a Bible in this way; unless it 
might be the matter of births and deathsi and such lawful chro- 
nicles r 

The washerwoman was pleased with the softness of. her loyer's 
manner, but dreadfully scandalised at his insinuation. She, how* 
ereri preserved . her temper, and with the quickness of her own 
oounttys people, rejiuned — 

''And would the divil have paid for the clothes, think ye? — ay, 
and overpaid.'' 

''Doubtless the money is base," said the Sergeant, a little stag* 
gered at such an evidence of honesty in one of whom, as to generals, 
he thought so meanly. " He tempted me with hb glittering com, 
but the Lord gave me strength to resbt" 

"The goold looks well; but I'll change it, any way, with Cap- 
tain Jack, the day. He is niver a bit afeard of any divil of them 
all!" 

"Betfy, Betty," said her companion, "do not Bpeek so disreve- 
rently of the evil spirit; he is ever at hand, and will owe you a 
grudge, for your language." 

"Pooh! if he has any boweb at all, he won't mind a filip or two 
from a poor lone woman; I'm sure no other Christian would." 

"But the dark one has no bowels, except to devour the children 
of men," said the Sergeant, looking around him in horror; "and 
il's best to make friends everywhere, for there is no telling what 
may happen till it oomes. But, Betty, no man could have got out 
ef this phM», and passed all the sentinels without being known; take 
awful waning from the visit, therefore—" 

Here the dialogue was interrupted by a peremptory summons to 
the sutler to prepare the motning's repas^ and they were obliged to 
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Bepante ; the womaii secietlj hopmg tbat the intereBt the Seigetnt 
manifested was more earthly than he ima^ned, and the man, beni 
on saving a soul from the fimgs of tlie dark spirit thai was prowling 
through their camp in quest of victims. ..> 

V During the break&st several expresses arrived, one of which 
brought intelligence of the actual force and destination of the ene- 
my's expedition that was out on the Hudson; and another, orders to 
send Captain Wharton to the first post above, under the escort of a 
body of dragoons. These last instructions, or rather commands, for 
they admitted of no departure frvm their letter, completed the sum 
of Dunwoodie's uneasiness. The despair and misery of Frances 
were constantly before his eyes, and fifty times he was tempted to 
throw himself on his horse and gallop to the Locusts ; but an unoon« 
troUable feeling prevented. In obedience to the commands of his 
superior, an officer, with a small party, was sent to the cottage to 
oonduct Heniy Wharton to the place directed ; and the gentleman 
who was intrusted with the execution of the order was charged with 
a letter from Dunwoodie to his friend, containing the most cheering 
assurances of his safety, as well as the strongest pledges of his own 
unceasing exertions in his fiivour. Lawton was left with part of his 
own troop, in charge of the few wounded; and as soon as the men 
were refreshed, the encampment broke up, the main body marching 
towards the Hudson. Dunwoodie repeated his injunctions to Cap- 
tain Lawton again and again — dwelt on every word that had fidlen 
from the pedler, and canvassed, in eveiy possible manner that his 
ingenuity could devise, the probable meaning of his mysterious 
warnings, until no excuse remained for delaying his own departure. 
Suddenly recollecting, however, that no directions had been given 
for the disposal of Colonel Wellmere^ instead of following the rear 
of the column, the Major yielded to his desires, and turned down 
the road which led to the Locusts. The horse of Dunwoodie was 
fleet as the wind, and scarcely a minute seemed to have passed be* 
fiDre ha gained right, from an eminence, of the lonely vale, and as 
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%e HIS plunging into ilie bottom lands ilial Ibnned its Bozfiioe^ ha- 
cm^t a glimpee of Heniy Wlurton and his escort^ at a distance, 
defiling tfaroagh a pais which kd to the posts aboYC This sig^t 
added to the speed of the anzions yoath, who now tuned the an^ 
of the hill that opened to the tbUc j, and came suddenly on the ob- 
ject of his search. Frances had followed the party which guaMed 
her brother at a distance; and as they yanished finom her sighti she 
felt deserted by all that she most prised in this world. The unao* 
countable absence of Dunwoodie, with the shock of parting from 
Heniy under such circumstances, had entirely subdued her fortitude, 
and she had sunk on a stone by the roadside, sobbing as if her heart 
would break. Dunwoodie sprang firom his charger, threw the reins 
over the neck of the animal, and in a moment he was by the side of 
the weeping ^1. 

'' Frances — my own Frances !" he exclaimed, ''why this distress? 
—let not the situation of your brother create any alarm. As soon 
as the duty I am now on is completed, I will hasten to the feet of 
Wsshington, snd beg his release. The Father of his Country will 
never deny such a boon to one of his &Tourite pupils.'' 

^ Major Dunwoodie, for your interest in behalf of my poor bro- 
ther, I thank you," said the trembling girl, drying her eyes, and 
rising with dignity; '' but such language addressed to me,- sniely, is 
improper." 

« Improper I sreyounot mine— -bythe consent of your fitther— 
your annt — your brother— nay, by your own oonsent, my sweet 
F^anoesr 

''I wish not, Major Dunwoodie, to inteiftre with the prior daims 
that any other lady may hare to your afiectioiis," said Fraooea, 
struggling to speak with firmness • 

' "None other, I swear bj HeaTen, none other has any claim on 
me!" eried Dunwoodie, with finnrour; ''you alone are mistress of 
my inmost souL" 

^ Too have pnotised so mueh, and so snooessfully, M^or Dun 
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iroodie^ tbat li.ii no nonder ypa ezod in deoeiTing tha crednlitjjof ^ 
mj aez," letorned naneei, attempting a smile, whidi tha tremof , 
IwiancM of her mnades mothered in its birth. .... 

t^? Am I s Tillsin, Miss Wharton, that 70a zeoeiTe me with soeh 
language f-* when hate I erer deoeiTed joo, Franoesf who has 
practised in this manner on yoor pnrity of heartf 

" Why haa not Major Donwoodie honoured the dwelling of hia 
intended fifther with hia presence lateljf Bid he fingei it contained 
one friend on a bed of sickness, and another in deep distress f Haa 
H escaped his memory that it held hia intended wi6f Or ia he 
ftarfnl of meeting more than one that can lay a claim to that title f 
Oh, Peyton — Peyton, how have I been deceived in yon! with the 
foolish crednlity of my yooth, I thought yon all that waa hnve^ 
noble, generous, and loyaL'' 

Trances, I see how you have deceived yourself," cried Dun- 
woodie, his fiuse in a glow of fire; ''you do me iiyustice; I swear « 

by all that ia most dear to me, that you do me ii^justioe." 

. << Swear not, Major Dunwoodie,'' interrupted Francea, her fine 
countenance lighting with the lustre of womanly pdda ; '^ the tnoM 
is gone by for me to credit oatha.'' 

** Miss Wharton, would you have me a cozoomb— mfeke me cod* 
lemptible in my own eyes, by boasting with the hope of raising my* 
self in your estimationr* 

> ''Hatter not yourself that the tadk ia so easy, sir,'' letamed 
Frances, moving towards the cottage; "we co n f c rse together in pn> 
vate for the last time; — but — possibly — my &ther would wekona 
my mother's kinsman.'' 

"No^ Miss Wharton, I cannot enter hia dwelling now: I ahould 
act in a manner unworthy of myseUl Tou drive bm fhxn you, 
nances, in despahr. I am gmng en desperate service, and may not 
live to return. Should fortune prove severe, at least do my iiiewaj 
justice; remember that the last breathingi of my soul will be fix a 

your happtness." 80 saying, he had already placed hia fbct in the 
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som^biil ui jonftonil nditoBs ^'"''"^g m ub m €^ vuipMraM 

Us IOIlI| UIMted UM tOtlODi 

^FbTton — Mi^ Smwoodie^" die aid, ^cn joo tnt fngrt 
die acred Gnnamwiiidijoa an enlMted? Dut^bodilo joorGod 
and to joar ooontiy ftsUde joa domg an j thing laaUy. The latter 
haa need of vour aarTloaa : hniiilfe ** hut her Toioe ^^^m^"*^ oKAlrjMJ- 
and she waa vnabk to pcooeed. 

^Beaidea whalf" edioed the joothi apdngmg to her ndeyand 
ofiering to take her hand In hia own. Francea haTing, howerer, 
noorered henelf, ooldly lepnlaed him, and cootiniied her walk 
homeward. 

tiJs thia our parttng!" cried Dimwoodie, In agonj; ''am I a 
wretch, that joa treat me so cmellj? Toa hate never lored me, 
and wish to conceal joor own fickleness by accuaadoos that joa will 
not explain." 

Francea stopped ahort In her walk, and tamed on him a look of 
ao mnch poriQr tnd feeling, that, heartetricken, Donwoodie woold 
have knelt at her feet for pardon; hut motioning him for ailenocy 
she once more spoke — 

''Hear me. Major Donwoodie, for the last time; it is a hitter 
knowledge when we first discover oar own inferiority; hat it ia a 
tmth that I hare lately learnt Against yoa I bring no charges-^* 
make no aceoaationa; no, not willingly in my thoughts. Were my 
daima to your heart joat, I am not worthy of you. It la not 
a foeUe, timid girl, like me, that could make you hi4>py. No, 
Peyton, you are fonned for great and gloriooa actions, deeds of 
daring and renown, and ahould be united to a soul like your own; 
eoe that can rise above the weakness of her aez. I ahould he m 
weight to drag you to the duat; hut with a different spirit in your 
companion, you might aoar to the very pinnacle of earthly f^ory. 
To such a one, therefore, I resign you freely, if not cheerfully ; and 
pray, oh, how fervently do I pray ! that with such a one you may 
he happy.'' 
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'"Lofdj enthuflitstr' cried Dunwoodie^ ''joa knoir not joa» * 
idf^ nor me. It ia a womaoy mUd, gentle, and dependent as joor* 
ael^ that mj reiy nature loTea; deoeiTe not jonnelf with Tiaionaxj 
ideas of generodtj, which will only make me miseiahle." 

^Farewell, Major Dunwoodie/' said the agitated girl, pansing for 
a moment to gausp for breath ; '' forget that joa erer knew me— 
remember the claims of your blcodin«» coontiy; and be happj/' 

** Happj !" repeated the youthful soldier, bitterly, as he saw her 
light form gliding through the gate of the lawn, and disappearing 
behind its shrubbery; "yes, I am now happy, indeed T' 

Throwing himself into the saddle, ho plunged his spun into his 
horse, and soon overtook his squadron, which was marching slowly 
over the hilly roads of the country, to gain the banks of the 
Hudson. 

But painful as were tho feelings of Dunwoodie at this nnez* 
pected termination of the interview with his mistress, they were 
but light compared with those which were experienced fay the 
fond girl herself. Frances hsd, with the keen eye of jealous 
love, easily detected tho attachment of Isabella Singleton to Dun 
woodic. Delicate and retiring herself, it never could present itself 
to her mind that this love had been unsought Ardent in liet 
own affections, and artless in their exhibition, she had early caagfat 
the eye of the young soldier; but it required all the manly 
frankness of Dunwoodie to court her &vour, and the most pointed 
devotion to obtain his conquest This done, his power was duraUe, 
entire, and engrossing. But the unusnsl oeenrrences of the fcw 
preceding days, the altered mien of her lover during those events, 
his unwonted indifference to herself and chiefly the romaatio 
idolatry of Isahella, had aroused new sensations in her boson. 
With a dread of her lover's integrity hsd been awakened the 
never-Culing concomitant of the purest a&ction, a distrust of hei 
own merits. In the moment of enthusisam, the task of resigning 
her lover to another, who might be more worthy of him| seemed 
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atiji bat it if m run that tlia imaginatioa attempts to deoeiva tha 
heart Dnnwoodie had no sooner disappearedi than onr heroine 
felt all the misery of her sitiiation; and if the youth foond some 
relief in the cares of his «ommand| Frances was less fortunate in 
the performance of a duty imposed on her by filial piety. The 
remoTal of his son had nearly destroyed the little energy of Mr. 
Wharton, who required all the tenderness of his remaining children 
to couTinoe him that he was able to perfonn the ordinaiy funo* 
tioQS of life. 
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CHAFTEB 

Tlioagfa iM*er to bUek, Mf thej hftve aafeV ftoHt 
Hiat man who hath a toogue I Mf ta no maa, 
^ If with that tofkgiM ht eannol wia a womaii. 

Tw9 OemUmm tf Vt 

t 

Ix making the arruigemeDts by which Captain Lawton had bean 
lefty with Sergeant Hollister and twelve men, aa a guard orer the 
woondedy and heavy baggage of the corps, Dimwoodie had eonsalted 
not only the information which had been conveyed in the letter ef 
Colonel Smgleton, but the bnuaes of his oomrade'a body. In vim 
Lawton declared himself fit for any duty that man could pedbnn, 
or plainly intimated that his men would never follow Tom Maaoo to 
a charge with the alacrity and confidence with which they followed 
himself; his commander was firm, and the reluctant Captain was 
compelled to comply with aa good a grace aa he could aanme. 
Before parting, Dunwoodie repeated his caution to keep % wildiful 
eye on the inmates of the cottage; and especially enjoined Um, if 
any movements of a particularly suspictoua nature were seea in 
the neighbourhood, to break up from his pre se nt quartera, and lo 
move down with hia party, and take possession of the domaina ef 
Mr. Wharton. A vague suspicion of danger to the fimily had been 
awakened in the breast of the Major, by the language of the pedleri 
although he was unablo to refer it to any particular aooiee, er la 
understand why it was to be apprehended. 

For some time after the departure of the troops, the CqiCaia «as 
walking before the door of the ''Hotel," inwardly eoai^^ 
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lkt«^ (hat eondemiiad bim to aa inglorioafl idleDOi^ al li moaMDi 
when a meeting with the enemy might be expected, and replying to 
the occasional qneriea of Bet^, who, from the interior of the 
building, ever and anon demanded, in a high tone of Toioe, an 
explanation of Tariona poanges in the pedler^s escape, which aa 
yet she coold not comprehend. At this instant he was joined by 
the snrgeon, who hod hitherto been engaged among his patients in 
a distant building, and was profoundly ignorant of eveiy thing that 
had occ ur red, even to the departure of the troops. 

^ Where are all the sentinels, John?" he enquired, aa he 
gased around with a look of curiosity, ^and why are you herOi 
alone r 

"Off — all off, with Dunwoodie, to the rirer. Tou and I are 
left here to take care of a few sick men and some women." 

"I am glad, howeyer," said the surgeon, ''that Major Dun- 
woodie had consideration enough not to move the wounded. HerSi 
you Mrs. Elisabeth Flanag^, hasten with some food, that I may 
appease my appetite. I have a dead body to dissect^ and am 
in haste." 

''And here, you Mister Doctor Archibald SitgreaTes," edioed 
Betty, showing her blooming countenance from a broken window of 
the kitchen, "you are oyer a coming too late; here is nothing to ate 
but the skin of Jenny, and the body yee'r mintioning." 

" Woman V* said the surgeon, in anger, " do you take me for a 
oannibal, that you addreas your filthy diaoourse to me, in this man- 
nerf I bid you hasten with such food aa may be ptoper to be 
receiyed into the stomach ^ting." 

^ And I'm sure it's for a pop-gun that I should be taking yoa 
sooner than for a cannon-ball," said Betty, winking at the Captain; 
^and I tell yee that it'a fosting you must be, unless yee'l let bm 
eook yee a steak from the skin of Jenny. The boys haye ate me 
9f intirely." 

Xawton now mteifored to preserre the peace, and assured tha 
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wargKfa thai he had already despatched the proper perMiia in qoeat 
of tooA fiir the party. A little mollified with thia explanation, the 
operator aoon forgot hia hnngeri and declared hia intentioD of jk^ 
eeeding to hoamcaa at once. 
. ^ And where la your aabject f" aaked Lawton. 

^The pedler/' nid the other, glancing a look at the aign-poat 
''I made HoUister pat a stage ao high that the neck wonld not be 
^uinii^ft^ by the fidl, and I intend making aa handaome a skeleton 
of him, aa there is in the Statea of North America; the follow haa 
good pointa, and his bonea are well knit I will make a peifoet 
beanty of him. I haTe long been wanting something of thia sort to 
send aa a present to my old annt in Virginia, who waa so kind to 
me when a boy/' 

''The dcTil V cried Lawton; '' would yon send the old woman a 
dead man's bones T' 

''Why not?" said the sorgeon; " what nobler object ia there in 
natore than the figoxe of a man — and the skeleton may be called his 
elementary parts. Bat what haa been done with the bodyf" 

" Off too." 

"Off! and who has dared to interfere with my perqaiaiteaf" 

"Sore, jist the divil," said Betty; "and who'U be tsking yeer- 
self away aome of these times too, withoat aaking yeer late." 

" Silence, yoa witch !" said Lawton, with difficolty sapptessing a 
lang^ ; " is this the manner in which to address sn ofiioer f" 

"Who called me the filthy Elisabeth Flanagan T' cried thewmh- 
cnroman, snipping her fingers contemptooasly ; " I can remimber a 
frind for a year, and don't foigit an inimy for a month." 

Bat the friendship, or enmity of Mrs. Flanagan waa alike indif- 
ferent to the snrgeon, who ooold think of nothing bat his kss; and 
lAwton waa obliged to explain to hia friend the i^parent manner in 
which it had happened. 

" And a locky escape it waa fw yee, my jewel of a dootor,'' cried 
Bettj, aa the Q^rtain coneladed. "Sergeant HoUiater, iriio saw 
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&ixn &oe to ^ce, as it might be, sajs it's Beelzeboob, and no pUler, 
unless it may be in a small matter of lies and thefts, and sich wick- 
edness. Now a pretty figure yee would have been in catting up 
Beelzeboob, if the Major had hanged him. I don't tlunk it 'b reiy 
asj he would have been under jeer knife." ^ 

Thus doublj disappointed in his meal and his business, Sitgreaves 
suddenly declared his intention of visiting the ^' Locusts," and en« 
quiring into the state of Captain Singleton. Lawton was ready for . 
the excursion; and mounting, they were soon on the road, though 
the surgeon was obliged to submit to a few more jokes from the 
washerwoman, before he could get out of hearing. For some time 
the two rode in silence, when Lawton, perceiving that his compa- 
nion's temper was somewhat ruffled by his disappointments and 
Betty's attack, made an effort to restore the tranquillity of his 
feelings. 

'^ That was a charmiog song, Archibald, that you commenced last 
evening, when we were interrupted by the party that brought in the . 
pedler," he said : '' the allusion to Galen was much to the purpose.". 

''I knew you would like it. Jack, when you had got the fumes 
of the wine out of your head. Poetry is a respectable art, thou^ 
it wants the precision of the exact sciences, and the natural benefit 
oenoe of the physical Considered in reference to the wants of li&i 
I should define poetry as an emollient, rather than as a succulent" 

« And yet your ode was full of the meat of wit" 

<< Ode is by no means a proper tenn fer the composition; I should 
term it a dasscal ballad." 

^Yerj probably," said the trooper; ''hearing only one ynnt, it 
was difficult to class the composition." 

The surgeon involuntarily hemmed, and b^jan to dear his throat, 
although scarcely conscious himself to what the prepaiation tended. 
But the Captain, rolling his dark eyes towards his companion, and 
observing him to be sitting with great unfusinfss on his hone, ooa* 
tmned— 
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.^!^TIi« air it tlOlf and the road aolitaty — mbj noi pre the i^ 

Biainder? It ia new ioo late to repair ft loaa." 

K^' ''My dear John, if I tlioii^titwonldconrectUka entm jouhftra 

imlnbadi from babit and indalgenoOi noUung eoold gi^ me more 

pleasure." 

''We are fitft approaching some rocks on oor left; the echo will 
doable mj aadsfiwtbn.'' 

Thns enoooraged, and aomewhat impelled hj the opinion that he 
both aang and wrote with taate, the sorgeon set about complying 
with the request in sober earnest Some little time was lost in 
clearing hia throat| and getting the proper pitch of his voice; bat 
no sooner were these two points achicTed, than Lawton bed the 
secret delight of hearing his friend commence ^ 

•<Hiut tboQ efer— *** 

''Hash!" interrapted the trooper; "what rostling noise is that 
among the rocks?" 

"It most hATe been the rnshing of the melody. A poweiM 
Toice is like the breathing of the winds. 
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^listen I" said Lawton, stoppmg his hone. He had not done 
speaking, when a stooo &11 at his feet^ and rolled harmlessly across 
the path* 

" A friendly shot^ that," cried the trooper; "neither the wmpoa, 
nor its ftrae, impliea moch itt-wilL" 

"Blows from stones seldom prodooe more than oontoaioiis," said 
tte operator, bending his gsae in ereiy direetion in tain, in qossi 
sf the hand from which the missile had been horled; "it most be 
metectie; diere is no liring being in rights except oarselTea." 

"It woold be easy to hide a rq^ment behind tlioee rooks,'' r^ 
tuned the trooper, dismoantingy and taking the stooo in his hand<^ 
'Oh I here is the explanation along with the mystery." So saying 
he tore n pieoe of paper that had been ingenioosly ftsttwuHl to the 
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ffDiU ftigmoii of rook wliieh liad thiis nDgolari J &I^ 

and oponing it» tho Captain zead the following worda, written in ne ^ 

feiy legiblo hand:— .... , ^ ' 

** A muskei bullet will go farther than a etcne, and thingi mere 
dangeroue"ihan yarhefcr wounded men lie hid in the rocks of Wett^ 
Cheeter. The hone may he goodj hU eon he maunl a preeipieeP^ 

"Then aajest the tnith, strange man/' aaid Lawton; ^'oonzage 
and actiritj would ayail but little against assassination and these 
nigged passes.'' Bemonnting his hone, ho cried alood — ^ Thanks^ 
unknown friend; jonr cantion will be remembered." 

A meagre hand was extended for an instant over a rock, in the 
air, and afterwards nothing farther waa seen, or heard, in that qnar- 
ter, by the soldiers. 

^ Quite an extraordinary mterruptioD/' said the astonished Si^ 
greaves, ^ and a letter of a Tery mysterious meaning." 

'^ Oh I 't is nothing but the wit of some bumpkin, who thinks to 
frighten two of the Yirginians by an ardfioe of this kind," said the 
trooper, placing the billet m his pocket; ''but let me tell you, Dfr. 
Archibald Sitgreares, you were wanting to dissect, just now, a damn'd 
honest fellow." 

''It was the pedler— on^ of the most notorious spies in the en^ 
ny's serrioe; and I must say that I think it would be an honour to 
aoch a man to be devoted to the uses of sdenoe." 

" He may be a spy — he must be one," said Lawton, muaing; 
"but he has a heart aboYe enmity, and a soul that would honoor n 
ioUier." 

The surgeon turned a vacant eye on his oompanion aa ha uttered 
Ihia soliloquy, while the penetrating looks of the trooper had alrsady 
diaoorered another jnle of rocks, which, jutting forward, nearly ob- 
Btmeted the highway that wound directly around its base. 

" What the steed cannot mount, the foot of man can oreroomey'' 
exclaimed the wary partisan. Throwing himself again fh»i hk 
siddle, and leaping a wall of stone, he bqpa to aaoend the hiU al a 
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. paee wbidi ironld looii bsve gtfta bim a Uri'Mje liew of tta rodi 

in qaesdon, iogetber with all their creTioas. This momnoit wit 
no Moner made, than Lawton caught a ^iimpta of the figue of a 
nan eteeling npidly from his i|»proacfa| and disappearing on die 
opposite side of the precipice. 

''SpoTy SitgieaTes— spar/' shoated the trooper, dashing ofer 
ereiy impediment in porsoit, ''and mnzder the villain as he flies.'' 

The former part of the request was promptly complied with, end 
a few moments brooj^t the soigeon in foil Tiew of a man armed 
with a musket, who was crossing the road, and eridently seeking th^ 
protection of the thick wood on its opposite side. 

^ Stop, mj friend— stop nntil Captain Lawton comes vp, if jon 
plesse," cried the surgeon, observing him to flee with a rspiditj that 
bsffled his horsemanship. Bnt as if the invitation contained new 
terrors, the footman redoubled his efibrts, nor paused even to breathe, 
until he had reached his goal, when, turning on his heel, he dis- 
charged his musket towards the surgeon, end was out of sight in an 
instant To gain the highway, and throw himself into his saddle, 
detained Lawton but a moment, and he rode to the side of his oom* 
nde just ss the flgure disappeared. 

''Which way has he fled?" cried the trooper. 

"John," said the surgeon, "sm I not a non-combatsntr* 

"Whither hss the rascal fledT cried Lawton, impatiently. 

"Where you csnnot fidlow — into that wood. Bat I llpea^ 
John, sm I not a noo^ombatantr* 

The disappointed trooper, perceiving that his enemy had esoqwd 
him, now tamed his eyes, which were fleshing with anger, upon his 
eomrade, and gradually his muscles lost their rigid compiession, his 
bvow relased, and his look chsnged from its fierce sniiesaicsi, to the 
covert laughter which so often distinguished his countenanee. The 
surgeon sat in dignified compos ur e on his horse; his thin body erset^ 
and his head elevated with the indignation of oos ftflnsriftut ef hsf^ 
tug hssn n^iastly toesfsd 
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''Why JidjoanftrtlieTiDamtOflfleiper awmainM Ae G^ 
IniL ''Onoa wifthin reaeh of my nbre, and I would hftTe gyvm 
joa a suljeei fiir the diaseedng tabk.'' 

^Twaa impoaBUe to prorant H/* Mid tiia augeooi pomting la 
the ban, before which he had stopped his hone. — ''The rogoe 
thxew himself on the other side of this fence, and left me where 
jonsee; nor would the man in the leasl attend to mjremonstranoas^ 
or to an intimation that you wished to hold disoonrse with him.'' 

^ He was tnilj a discoorteona rascal ; bnt why did yon not leap 
the &noe, and compel him to a halt?— you see but three of the 
bars are up, and Betty Flanagan conld clear them on her cow/' 

The sQigeon, for the first time, withdrew his eyes from the place 
where the f ogitive had disappeared, and tamed his look on his com* 
xade. His head, howerer, was not permitted to bwer itself in the 
least, as he replied— 

« I hnmbly conceiTe, Captain Lawton, that neither Mn. Eliaabeth 
Flanagan, nor her cow, is an example to be emnlated by Doctor 
Archibald SitgreeTcs : it would be bat a sony compliment to sdenoe^ 
to say, that a Doctor of Medicine had fractured both his legs, by 
injudioiously striking them against a pair of bar^posts.'' While 
speaking, the sargeon raised the limbs in question to a neariy hori* 
aontal position, an attitude which really appeared to bid defiance to 
any thing like a passage for himself through the defile; but the 
trooper, disregarding this ocular proof of the impossibility of the 
movement, cried hastfly— 

''Here waa nothing to stop you, man; I could leap a plalocn 
duou^, boot and thigh, without pricking with a aingle spar. 
Pdiaw ! I have often diarged upon the bayoneta of in&ntiy, over 
greater dilicnltieo than thia." 

"Tou will please to remember. Captain John Lawton, Aal I am 
BOl the riding-master of the regiment— nor a drill sergeant-»aor a 
ensj eonei; no, sir— •and I speak it with a due respect ht the 
eomaiasion of the continental Congress ^nor an ineonsidante ea^ 
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taiify who regazda bis own Ule as little as that of Ida enemiim, 'I a& 
onlji or, a poor humble man of lettersi a mere Doctor of Mediome, 
an miworthj graduate of Edinburgh, and a gurgeon of dragoons; 
nothing more^I do assure yon. Captain John Lawton." So sayings 
he tamed his horse's head towards the cottage, and reconmienced 
his ride. 

^Aj I yon speak the truth/' mnttersd the dragoon; ^'had I but 
the meanest rider of my troop with me, I should have taken the 
sooundrel, and given at least one victim to the laws. But, Archi- 
bald, no man can ride well who straddles in this manner like the 
Colossus of Bhodes. You should depend less on your stirrup, and 
keep your seat by the power of the knee/' 

" With proper deference to your experience. Captain Lawton,'' 
returned the surgeon, ''I conceive myself to be no incompetent 
judge of muscular action, whether in the knee, or any other part of 
the human frame. And although but humbly educated, I am not 
now to learn that the wider the base, the more &cm is the super- 
stmcture. 

« Would you fill a highway, in this manner, with one pair of legs, 
when half a doxen might pass together in comfort, stretching them 
abroad like the scythes of the ancient chariot wheels V 

The allusion to the practice of the ancients somewhat softened 
ihe indignation of the surgeon, and he replied, with rather less 
hauteur — 

'' You should speak with reverence of the usages of those who have 
gone before us, and who, however ignorant they were in matters of 
science, and particularly that of surgery, yet furnished many hnlliant 
hints to our own improvements. Now, sir, I have no doubt that 
Galen has operated on wounds occasioned by these veiy-soythes that 
you mention, although we can find no evidence of the fiut in contem* 
, poraiy writers. Ah I they must have given dreadful injuries, and, 
I doubt not^ caused great uneasinesB to the medical gentlemen of 
that day" 
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. ^'OftCMWintilly ft body Bwigt hw bam toft in two jmom, to ponld 
Ilia bgenmtjr of tiioia gentiy to miite. Yet, TeDoaUe and toanad 
aa Uiay werOi I doubt nol thay did it" 

<<Wbfttl unite two parti of tha bunaa body, tbai bftTa baan 
aarared by an adgad instniniant} to any of tba pupoaaa of animal 
lifer 

<<Tbat bare baan rent ainnder by a acytba, and an nnitad to do 
milituy duty/' aaid Lawton. 

M'Tis impoaaibla — qnito impoaaiUa/'' criad tba lorgaon; ''it is 
in vain. Captain Lawton, tbat buman ingannity andaaTonia to baffla 
tba afforta of natore. Tbink, my dear air, in tbia caaa yon aapaiato 
all tba arteries — injure all of tba intesdnea— aarar all of tba 
nerves and sinews, and, what is of mora consequence, yoa«— '' 

" You have said enougb, Dr. Sitgreayes, to conTinoa a member 
of a rival scbooL Nothing shall ever tempt ma willingly to submit 
to be divided in this irretrievable manner." 

''CerteSy there is little pleasure in a wound wbicb| from its 
nature, is incurable.'' 

«I should think so/' said Lawton drily. 

'' What do you think is the greatest pleasure m liftf aakad Aa 
operator suddenly. 

«That must greatly depend on taste.'' 

''Not at all," cried the'surgeon; '< it is in witaesaing, or rather 
feelmg, tba ravages of disease repaired by tha lighta of aoianoa oo* 
operating with nature. I once broke my little finger intantioDallyy 
in order that I might reduce the fracture and watch the cure: itwaa 
only on a smaU scale, you know, dear John ; still tha thwllSiig ten- 
aation azdted by the knitting of the bone, aided by tba oontamptotion 
of tba art of man thua acting in unison with nature, aieaedad any 
other enjoyment tbst I have ever experienced* Now, bad it been 
ona of tba more important members, such aa tba 1^ or ann, how 
mnob gftatar must tha pleasure have been!" 

<'0r tba neck," said tha trooper; but their daaultoiy diaoovisa 
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irtig i a t MlujiIwI ty thdr iirifil afc the cottigd cf Mr; Whitton.^Wo 
MM tppeving to ndier tli«m into aa ■patoMB^ the Gqpinn pio^^ 
eee d ad to the door of the ptriour, where he knew irkiten were eom- 
BMNily leorived. On opening it, he panaed fat % moment^ in admi* 
nlion ei the eeene within. The perBon of Colonel WeUmere int 
met hia eyoi bending towuds the figure of the blnahing Saxahi with 
an eameatneai of manner that prsfented the noiae of Lawton'a 
entranoe from being»heard by either of the partiea. Certain agnifi- 
eant aign% which were embiaoed at a glance by the piying gaae of 
the tioopery at once made him a master of their aeeret; and he waa 
abont to letira aa aQently aa he had adTanoed, when his fimpanJiwii 
poahing himaelf throngh the passage, abruptly entered the rooBL 
Advancing inatantly to the chair of Wellmerei the sorgeon instinct* 
i^y laid hold of his ann, and exclaimed — 

^Bleaamel— eqoicfc and irregular poise — flushed cheek and 
flay eye — strong febrile symptoms, and such aa must be attended 
to.*' While qMakingy the doctor, who was much addicted to 
practising in a summary way, — a weakness of most medical men 
in militaiy practice,— had already produced hia lancet, and was 
amking certain other indicationa of hia intentiona to proceed at once 
to businesB. But Colonel Wellmcre, recovering from the confusion 
of the surprise, aroae from hia aeat haughtily, and aaid^- 

^ Sir, it ia the warmth of the room that lenda me the colour, and 
I am already too much indebted to your akill to give you any fivther 
toouble; HiaaWhartonknows that I am quite well, andldoaasure 
you that I never fUt better or happier in my life." 
* Then waa n peculiar emphawa on the latter part of thia speech, 
that, however jt might grmtiff the ftelinge of Sarah, bfou^t the 
etdour to her oheeka again; and Sitgreavea, aa hia eye followed the 
direction of those of his patient, did not fril to observe it 

^ Toor aim, if yon please, madam,'' aaid the surgeon, advancing 
with a bow; ''anxiety and watching have done their woric on your 
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delicate framei and there an ijmptoms about joa that mut not be 
negleeted." 

" Exonae me, sir/' aaid Sarah, noorering herMlf with womanlj 
pride; " the heat is op pressi v e , and I will retire and acquaint Miss 
Peyton with jour presence.^' 

There was but little difficulty in practising on the abstracted sim- 
plicity of the surgeon; but it waa n ecessa ry for Saiah to raise her 
eyes to return the salutation of Lawton, aa he bowed his head nearly 
to a leyel with the hand that held open the door for her passage. 
One look waa sufficient; she was able to control her steps sufficiently 
to retire with diguitjr; but no sooner was she reliered from the pce- 
senoe of all observen, than she fell into a chair, and abandoned her* 
self to a feeling of mingled shame and pleasure. 

A little nettled at the contumacious deportment of the British 
oolonel, SitgreaTes, after once more tendering services that were 
again rejected, withdrew to the chamber of young Singleton, whither 
lAwton had already p receded him* 









GHAFTEB XXI. 

Oh! Hmrft iriMD thoa deifB*fl Id rat, 

Cia I thj tnit withitand? 
WImb thoo, lof *d foath, hut woo mj lMtit« 

CiB I ftfbM mj hMoA T 

- Hfniitt tf WmtwmdL 

Tms gndnata of Edinlnu^li found liis patient rapidly improring ia 
healthy and entirely fiee from fcrer. His sster, with a cheek that 
was, if possible, paler than on her azriTal, watched aroond his coodi 
with tender care; and the ladies of the cottage had not, in the midst 
of their soirows and Tsried emotions, forgotten to discharge tho 
duties of hospitality. Frances felt herself impelled towards their 
disconsolate gnest, with an interest for which she ooold not aoooont, 
and with a force that she ooold not controL She had nnconscioaaly 
ooniycted the &tes of Donwoodie and Isabelk in her imagination, 
and she Celt, with the romantic ardoor of a generous mind, that dba 
was serving her former lorer most, by exhibiting lriiwi«»f to ber ha 
knred best Isabella receiTed her attentions with gnfeitude, but 
neither of them indulged in any allusions to the latent aouroe of 
their unfiisinfit The obserration of Miss Peyton seldom pen^ 
tnied beyond thing;i that were Tisible, and to her the situation of 
Hemy Wharton seemed to furnish an awful excuse for the fading 
eheeks and teaifU eyea of her niece. If Sarah maniffsted less of 
ears than her sister, still the unpractised annt was not at a loss to 
eomprehend the reason. Lore is a holy feeling with the Tirtuous of 
Ae female sex, and it hallows all that comes within its influeoea, 
Althon^ Hiss Peyton mourned with sincerity orer the daiftf 
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nUch threaieoed her nepheifi ahe well knew tliAt an aetiYe cam- « 
paign was not &yooxabla to love, and the momentB that were thne . 
aooidentally granted were not to be thrown away. 
• Seyeral daya now paaaed withoat an j interraptaon of the usual 
aTOcatioDs of the inhabitants of the cottage, or the party at the Four 
Comers. The former were sapporting their fortitode with the oer- 
taintj of Henry's innocence, and a strong reliance on Donwoodie's 
exertions in his behalf, and the latter waiting with impatience the 
intelligence! that was hourly expected, of a conflict, and their orders 
to depart Captain Lawton, howcTer, waited for both these events 
in Tain. Letters from the major annoonced that the enemy, finding 
that the party which was to cooperate with them had been defeated, 
and was withdrawn, had retired also behind the works of Fort Wash- 
ington, where they continued inactiTe, threatening constantly to strike 
a blow in revenge for their disgrace. The trooper was enjoined to 
vigilance, and the letter concluded with a compliment to his honour, 
seal, and undoubted bravezy. 

^ Extremely flattering, Major Dunwoodie," muttered the dragoon, 
as he threw down this epistle, and stalked acroas the floor to quiet 
his impatience. '^ A proper guard have you selected for this ser- 
vice : let me see— -I have to watch over the interests of a erasy, 
irresolute old man, who does not know whether he belongs to us or 
to the enemy; four women, three of whom are well enough in them- 
selves, but who are not immensely flattered by my society; and the 
fourth, who, good as she is, is on the wrong side of forty; some two 
or three blacks; a talkative housekeeper, that does nothing but ehat- 
ter about gold and despisables, and signs and omens; and poor 
George Singleton. Well, a comrade in sofbring has a elaim on a 
man, —so I '11 make the best of if 

As he concluded this soliloquy, the trooper took a seat and began 
to whistle, to convince himself how little he cared about the matter, 
when, by throwing hia booted leg eareleaaly round, he upset the 
tanteen that held his whole stock of brandy. The accident wis soon 
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rapuredy but m replidng the wooden ret^ he obeenred a VSUk 
Ijing pa the bench, on which the liqnor had been placed. It wia 
soon opened, and he raad — ^T^ moon will nai rioe till after «itf- 
tdghi'-^aJU time for deed$ ofdarkneu.^ There was no mt^t«W|fig 
the hand; it was clearly the aame that had pven him the timely 
warning against assassination, and the trooper continued, for a long 
time, mnsing on the natore of these two notices, and the motiTes 
that conld induce the pedler to fiironr an implacable enemy in the 
manner that he had latterly done. That he was a spy of the enemy, 
Lawton knew; for the &ct of his oonreying intelligence to the 
English commander-in-chief, of a party of Americans that were ex« 
posed to the enemy, was proved most clearly against him on the 
trial for his life. The consequences of his treason had been aToided, 
it is true, by a lucky order from Washington, which withdrew the 
regiment a short time before the British appeared to cut it oiT, but 
still the crime was the same; perhaps, thought the partisan, he 
wishes to make a friend of me against the erent of another capture ; 
but, at aD CTents, he spared my life on one occasion, and saved it on 
another. I will endearour to be as generous as himself, and piay 
that my duty may never interfere with my feelings. 

Whether the danger, intimated in the present note, threatened 
the cottage or Us own party, the Captain was uncertain, but he in* 
dined to the latter opinion, and determined to beware how he rode 
abroad in the daric To a man in a peaceable country, and in times 
of quiet and order, the indifference with which the partisan regarded 
the impending danger would be inconceivable. His reflections on 
the subject were more directed towards devising means to entrap his 
enemies, than to escape their machinations. But the arriTsl of the 
■orgeon, who had been to pay his daily visit to the Locusts, inter* 
npted his meditations. Sitgreaves brought an invitatioQ from the 
mistress of the mansion to Captain Lawton, desiring that the cottage 
night be honoured with his pr e s e n ce at an eariy hour on thai 



THE 8PT. Vm 

^^BmlT* eriad the tRMper; ^ibm they have itetini a letter, 



M 



''I think nothing more probtble/' said the forgeon; ''there is a 
fheplain at the cottage from the royal armj, who haa oome out to 
exchange the Britiah wonnded, and who haa an order from Colonel 
Singleton for their dcliveiy. Bat a more mad project than to r^ 
move them now waa never adopted/' 

''A priesty say yon! — ia he a hard drinker — a real camp-idler 
—a fellow to breed a fiunine in a regiment? or doea he aeem a man 
who ia in earnest in his tiade V 

^A, rvj respectable and orderly gentleman, and not nnreaaonaUy 
given to intemperance, jndging from the oatward symptomai" re* 
turned the aoigeon; ''and a man who really says grace in a veiy 
regular and appropriate manner." 

''And does he stay the night T' 

"Certainly, he waits for his cartel; but hasten, John, we have bol 
little time to waste. I will just step up and bleed two or three of 
the Englishmen who are to move in the morning, in order to antioi* 
pate inflammation, and be with you immediately." 

The gala aoit of G^>tain Lawton waa easily adjusted to his huge 
fkame, and his companion being ready, they once more took their 
route towarda the oottage. Roanoke had been as much benefited by 
a fiBw days' rest as his master; and Lawton ardently wiahed, as he 
curbed hie gallant steed, on passing the well-remembered rock% thai 
his treacherous enemy stood before him, mounted and amed as 
' himnelf But no enemy, nor any disturbanoe whatever, inter fer ed 
with their progress, and they reached the Locusts just as the son 
was throwing hia aetting rays on the valley, and tinging the tope of 
the leaflesa trees with gold. It never required more than a single 
look to acquaint the trooper with the particulara of every scene that 
was not uncommonly veiled, and. the first surrey that he took oq 
entering the house, told him more than the observationa of a day 
hadpQftinloth6posBanonorik.£itBMML MisAftoa 



him with a imiling wdoome, that exceeded the haanda of oriinf ly 
eoorteqri and which evidently flowed more from feelingi thai were 
connected with the heart, than from manner, ^nanoea glided abo«tt| 
tearful and agitated, while Mr. Wharton atood ready to leeehe 
themi decked in a eoit of Telyet that would hare heen cooipieiioaa 
in the gayest drawing-room. Colonel Wellmere waa in the nniftrm 
of an officer of the hoosehold troops of his prince, and Isabella Sin* 
gleton sat in the parlour, dad in the hahilimenta of joy, hot with a 
coontenance that belied her appearance; whfle her brother by her 
mde, looked, with a cheek of flittmg coloor, and an eye of intense 
interest, like any thing bat an inralid. As it was the third day 
that he had left his room, Dr. Sitgreares, who began to stsre obont 
him in stupid wonder, forgot to reprore his patient far imprudence. 
Into thia scene Captain Lawton mored with all the composure and 
gravity of a man whose nerves were not essily discomposed bynovel- 
ties, ffis compliments were received ss graciously as thqr were 
oflered, and after exchanging a 6w words with the different indi- 
- viduals present, he approached the surgeon, who had withdrawn, in 
a kind of conftised sstonishment, to rally his senses. 

« John," whispered the surgeon, with awakened curiosity, ''what 
means this festival T' 

^That your wig and my black head would look the better fer a 
little of Betty Flanagan's flour; but it is too late now, and we must 
flg^t the battle armed as yon see." 

''Obeerve, here comes the army chaplain in his ftiD robes, m a 
Doctor Divinitatis; what can it meanf' 

MAn exchange," said the trooper; ''the woun«]ed of Cupid are 
to meet and settle their accounts with the god, in the way of pUg^t- 
bg feith to sufler from his archery no more." 

The surgeon laid a flnger on the side of his ncse, and he began to 
comprehend the case. . 

^ Is it not a crying ehame, that a sunshine-hero, and an enemy, 
dbbold thua be sufEered to *8teal away one of the feirest plants'thal 



* ■- rx. rsi .• "tt 



^.. 



»»--. 



^tr 



THE SPY.* 

grows in oar 8oil|" mattered Lawton; ^% flower fit to le placed u) 
the bosom of an J man.'' 

^If he be not*more aocommodating as a hosbond than as a 
patient, John, I fear me that the ladj will lead a troabled Dfe.'' ^ -^ 

^Let her/' said the trooper, indignantly; ''she has chosen from 
her coontry's enemies, and maj she meet with a foreigner's yirtaes 
in her choice/' 

Forther conTersation was interrapted by Miss Peyton, who, 
adTancing, acquainted them that they had been invited to grace the 
nuptials of her eldest niece and Colonel Wellmere. The gentlemen 
bowed; and the good aant, with an inherent love of propriety, went 
on to add, that the acquaintance was of an old date, and the attach- 
ment by no means a sudden thing. To this Lawton merely bowed 
still more ceremoniously; but the surgeon, who loved to hold con- 
Teise with the virgin, replied — 

'' That the human mind was differently constituted in different 
individuals. In some, impressions are vivid and transitory; in 
others, more deep and lasting: — indeed, there are some philoso- 
phers who pretend to trace a connection between the physical and 
mental poweis of the animal; but, for my part, madam, I believa 
that the one is much influenced by habit and association, and the 
other subject altogether to the peculiar laws of matter." 

Miss Peyton, in her turn, bowed her silent assent to this remark| 
and retired with dignity, to usher the intended bride into the pre- 
sence of the company. The hour had arrived when American co^ 
tom has decreed that the vows of wedlock must be exchanged ; and 
Sarah, blushing with a variety of emotions, followed her annt to the 
drawing-room. Wellmere sprang to receive the hand that, with an 
averted free, she extended towards him, and, for the first time, the 
English Colonel appeared fully conscious of the important part that 
he was to act in the approaching ceremony. Hitherto his air had 
been abstracted, and his manner uneasy; bat every thing, excepting 
the certamty of his bliss, seemed to vanish at the blan of lovelineH 
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that now bnni on Iiis mght -All araae from ihor jeaii, and Jthe 
reyerend gentleman liad already opened the.aacred Tolame, when 
Hie absence of Frances was notioed: Miss Peyton withdrew .in 
search of her joongest niecOi whom she finmd in her own apartment^ 
and in tears. 

<< Come, my loTe, die ceremony waits bnt for tub/* said tho snnt^ 
afEectioiuitely entwining her arm in that of her niece; ''endearoar 
to compose yourself, that proper honour may be done to the choice 
of your sister." 

^ Is he — can he be worthy of her V 

''Can he be otherwise?'' returned Miss Peyton; '^is he not a 
gentleman? — a gallant soldier, though an nnfortonate one? and 
certainly, my love, one who appears eveiy way qualified to make any 
woman happy." 

Frances had giyen vent to her feelings, and, with an effort, she 
ooUected sufficient resolution to venture to join the party below. 
Bnt to reliere the embarraaament of this delay, the clergyman had 
put sundry questions to the bridegroom; one of which was by no 
means answered to his satisfiiction. Wellmere was compelled to 
. acknowledge that he was unprovided with a ring; and to perform 
^ the marriage ceremony without one, the divine pronounced to be 
canonically impossible. His appeal to Mr. Wharton, fixr the pro-' 
prie^ of this decision, was answered affirmatiTely, as it would have 
been negatively, had the question been put in a manner to lead to 
such a result The owner of the Locusts had lost the little energy 
he possessed, by the blow recently received through his son, and his 
anent to the objection of the clergyman was as easily obtained as 
had been his consent to the premature proposals of Wellmere. In 
this stage of the dilemma, Miss Peyton and Frances appeared. Tho 
iorgeon of dragoons approached the former, and as he handed her 
to a chair, observed — ..^^ii^ 

. " It appears, madam, that untoward qrcumstanoea hafve prevented 
Solanel Wellmare from proiading all.of the deooEatioDs that^onatoni 
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■atiqiiilji and the amoDB ci the church have preseribed as mdiapen-' 
sable to enter into the honourable state of wedlock." 

Miss Peyton glanced her quiet eye at the uneasy bridegroom^ and 
peroeiTing him to be adorned with what she thought sufficient spleo^ 
dour^ allowing for the time and the suddenness of the occasion, she 
turned her look on the speaker, as if to demand an explanation. 

The surgeon understood her wishes, and proceeded at once to 
gratify them. 

*' There is,'' he obaerred, *^ an opinion preralent, that the heart 
lies on the left side of the body, and that the connection between 
the members of that side and what may be called the seat of life, is 
more intimate than that which exists with their opposites. But this 
is an error that grows out of an ignorance of the organic arrange- 
ment of the human frame. In obedience to this opinion, the fourth 
finger of the left hand is thought to contain a yirtue that belongs to 
no other branch of that digitated member; and it is ordinarily en- 
circled, during the solemnization of wedlock, with a cincture or ring, 
as if to chain that affection to the marriage state, which is best se- 
cured by the graces of the female character/' While speakxngi 
the operator laid his hand expresrively on his heart, and he bowed 
nearly to the floor when he had concluded. - '9 ' 

'' I know not, sir, that I rightly understand your meaning,'' said 
Miss Peyton, whose want of comprehension was sufficiently ex* 
eusable. 

^A ring, madam — a ring is wanting for the ceremony.'^ 

The instant thai the surgeon spoke explicitly, the awkwardness of 
die situation was understood. She glanced her eyes at her nieeea^ 
and in the younger she read a secret exultation that somewhat dia> 
pleased her; but the countenance of Sarah was suflused with a shame 
that the considerate aunt well understood. Not for the world woold 
ihe Tiolate any of the obserrances of* female etiquette. It tng' 
gested itself to all the females, *at the same moment, that the wed- 
ding-ring of the lata mother and sister was repoamg paaoafullj amid 
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diAieii of her j«wdlai7i in a meni rBeeptede, that had heea jko>^ 
vided at an early day, to aeoore the Taloahlea aguoat the predatoty 
inioada ctf the maianden who roamed through the oonntj. Into 
thia hidden Taulty the plate, and whaterer waa moat priiedy made a 
ni^tlj retreat, and there the ring in qneation had long laini fingoi- 
ten nntil at thia momenta But it waa the hnaineas of the hride* 
groom, from time immemorial, to fiiniah thia indiqienaable to wed* 
lock, and on no aocoont would Sliai Peyton do any thing that trail- 
aoended the nsual reaerre of the aex on thia aolemn oocaaion; ear- 
tainly not until auffident expiation for the o&nce had been mad^ 
by a due portion of trouble and disquiets Thia material £ust, thera* 
fine, waa not diadoaed by either; the aunt conaulting female pn^ 
priety; the bride yielding to shame; and Frances rejoicing that an 
embarraasment, proceeding from almost any cause, should delay her 
sister's tow. It waa reserved for Dr. Sitgreaves to interrupt the 
awkward silence. 

Mj^ madam, a plain ring, that once belonged to a aister of my 
own — " He paused, and hemmed«^-''I^ madam, a ring'iof thai 
deacription might be admitted to this honour, I have one that oould 
be easily produced from my quartera at the Comers, and I doubt nol 
It would fit the finger for which it ia desired. Then is a atrong 
resemblance between — hem-^between my lato aister and Misa 
Wharton, in stature and anatomical figure; and, in all digible anU 
jeeta, the p r opor tiona are apt to be obaerred throug^umt the whole 
animal eeonomy.'' 

A glanoe of Miss Peyton's eje recalled Colonel Wellmere to a 
aenae of hia duty, and springing from his chair, he assured the sn^ 
geon, that in no way could he oonfor a grsater oUigatkm on himadf 
than by aending fiv that very ring. The operator bowed a 
haughtily, and withdrew to fiilfil hia promiae, by despatching a 
aenger on the errand. The aunt sufiered him to retire; but unwiU* 
hflnnss to admit a atnnger into the prifapy of their '*^*'*ftSi> am^ga^ 
indaDad her to fidbw and tender the aervioea of Cbaari iai 
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itei of Ihon of SUgraftm^i maii| who had irolimteeved fir Ihii 
datj. Eatf Hajnai wm aooofdin^y Erected to gnmninn tho Uaok 
to tho yneuA podonr, and thithor Miai Poytoii and tho forgaon 
lepoiiody to gm theb aoTonl instnotioiii. « * 

Tho eoDaent to this fodden imkm of Stnh and WeUmoiOy and 
espedallj at a timo when tho life of a member of the &milj was in 
goeh imminent jeopaidy, was given from a oonviction, thai the nn« 
settled state of the ooontiy woold probablj prerent another oppor* 
tonitj of the lovers meeting, and a secret dread on the part of Mr. 
Whsrton, thai the death of his son mighty bj hastening his own, 
leave his remaining children without a protector. Bat notwithstand- 
ing Miss Peyton had complied with her brother's wish to profit by 
the accidental visit of a divine, she had not thought it n^ceasaiy to 
blaaon the intended nuptials of her niece to the neighboorhoody had 
even time been allowed: she thooght, therefore, that she waa 
now commnnirating a profoond secret to the negro and her hoose- 
keeper. 

''CsBsar/' she commenced, with a smile, ''yon are now to leam 
that yoor yoong mistress, Miss Sarah, is to be united to Colonel 
Wellmere this evening.'' 

''I tink I see him afore," said Csasar, chuckling; ''old black man 
can tell when a young lady make up he nund." 

'' Beally, Caesar, I find I have never given you credit for half the 
obeervataon that yon deserve; but as you already know on what 
emorganey yoor services are required, listen to the directions of this 
gentleman, and take care to obeerve them strictly." 

The bkck turned in quiet submission to the surgeon, who oom* 
meooed aa fi>llows:— 

^Casar, yoor mistress has already acquainted yon with the na 

portant event about to be solemnised within this habitation; bni a 

einotars or ring ia wanting to encircle the finger of the bride; a 

^enatom derived from the ancients, and which has been continned in 

tho maniage fixrms of several branches of tho Christian ehnroh, and 
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whicb 18 eTeiiy by a qMdes of typionl irBcUoek, used in the instaUi^ 
tion of prelates, aa joa doubtless vndentand." 

^^Pr^aps massa. doctor will* say him over ag^in/' intemxpted thi 
old negro, wbose memory began to fidl him| jnat as the other made 
so confident an alloaion to hia powers of comprehension; ^I tink I 
get him by heart dis time." 

<<It is impossible to gather honey firom a rock, Caesar, and there- 
fore I will abridge the little I have to say. Bide to the Foot 
Comers, and present this note to Sergeant HoUister, or to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Flanagan, either of whom will furnish the necessary 
pledge of connubial afiection; and return forthwith." 

The letter which the surgeon put into the hands of his messenger, 
as he ceased, was conceived in the following terau : -^ 

<'K the fever has left Kinder, give him nourishment. Take 
three ounces more of blood from Watson. Have a sesrch made 
that the woman Flanagan has left none of her jugs of alcohol in the 
hospitaL Kenew the dressings of Johnson, and dismiss Smith to 
duty. Send the ring, which is pendent from the chain of the 
watch, that I left with you to time the doses, by* the bearer. 

A&CHIBAIJ) SiTGBZiLTES, M. D. 

^ Surgtan of DragoomJ* 



^CasKt," said Eaty, when she was alone with the hkck, <<put 
the ring, when you get it, in your left pockety fiir that is nearest your 
heart; and by no means endeavour to try it on your finger^ lor it is 
unlucky." 

''Try um on he finger?" interrupted the n^ro, stretching htih 
his bony knuckles; ''tink a Miss Sally^s ring go on old CsBsar finger f" 

"'Tis not consequential whether it goes on or not^" said the 
housekeeper; "but it is an evil omen to place a marriage-ring on 
the finger of another after wedlock, and of course it may be danger, 
ooa befbve." *'^,.r: 
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''I tell joOf Kaifi I neber tink to pat mn on a finger/' 

^'Oo then, CmMt, and do not forget the left poeket; be cuefol 
to teke off tout hat m yon paae the graTe-yud) end be pxpeditioue; 
for nothing! I am certain, can be mora tiying to the patjeneoi than 
thaa to be waiting for the oeremonji when a body has fully made 
up her mind to marry." 

With this injunction Casar quitted the houee, and he was soon 
firmly fixed in the saddle. From his youth, the black, like all of 
his nee, had been a hard rider; but, bending under the weight of 
sixty winters, his African blood had lost some of its natire heat 
The night was dark, and the wind whistled through the vale with the 
dreariness of November. When Cassar reached the graTe>yard, he 
uncovered his grizzled head with superstitious awe, and he threw 
around him many a fearful glance, in momeutaiy expectation of 
seeing something superhuman. There was sufficient light to discern 
a being of earthly mould stealing from among the graves, i4>parently 
with a design to enter the highway. It is in rain that philoeophy 
and reason contend with eariy impressions, and poor Caesar was even 
without the support of either of these frail allies. He was, how* 
ever, well mounted on a coach-horse of 3Ir. Wharton's, and, clinging 
to the back of the animal with instinctive skill, he abandoned the 
rein to the beast Hillocks, woods, rocks, fences, and houses flew 
by him with the rapidity of lightning, and the black had just b^;un 
to think whither and on what business he was riding in this headlong 
manner, when he reached the place where the roads met, and the 
** Hotel Flanagan" stood before him in ita dilapidated simplicity. 
The sight of a cheerful fire first told the negro that he had reached 
the habitation of man, and with it came all his dread of the Uoodj 
Virginians; — his duty must, however, be done, and, dimoontin^ 
he fostened the foaming animal to a fence, and ^^proaehed the win- 
dow with cautious steps, to reconnoitre. 

Befora a blazing fin sat Sergeant Hollister and Betty Flanajm. 
enjoying themsdvea over a liberal potation. 



' **! tell ja^'SiigMat detr," iiU Battf,'ngMniig tha mug (hn 
W movdi, '''til no naonabls to think it was mora than the pUkr 
hinuelf ; sine nowi where wai the emell of nlphnr, and the wing^ 
and the tail, and the doren fbotf — ^beaUas, Sargeant, it'a no daoani 
10*1611 a lone famale that ahe had Beeliebodb &r a bedftUow.'' 

''It matters bat little, Mza. Flanagan, pfovided joa escape hia 
talons and fimgi hereafter/' xetomed the Teteran, Mlowing the re* 
marie by a heavy dranght 

Casar heard enoogh to eonvinoe him, thai little danger from thia 
pair was to be apprehended. His teeth already hegux to ehattery 
and the cold without and the comfort within stimnlated him greatly 
to enter. He made his approaches with proper cantion, and knocked 
with extreme homility. The appearance of HoUister with a drawn 
sword, roaghly demanding who waa without^ oootribnted in no de- 
gree to the restoration of hia Realties; bat ftsr itaelf lent him power 
to explain his enand. 

'^ AdTBnce,'' said the Sergeant, throwing a look of doae acratiny 
on the black, as he brought him to the light; ''advance, and deliver 
yoor despatches : hate yoa the coontersignf ' 

"I don't tink he know what dat be," said the black, ahaking in 
his shoes, "doogh massa dat sent me gib bm many tings to oanyi 
dat he little onderstand." 

"Who ordered yoa on thiadaty, dtdyoaaayf 

"Well, it war he doctor, heael^ so he come iqp on a gallpp, aa he 
alway do on a doctor'a errand.'' 

"'Twas Doctor Sitgrearea; he never knows the eoanterngn him* 
aaUl Now, blackey, had ift been Captain Lawton, he woold not 
haTO sent yoa here, close to m sentinel, without the eo untei s i gn; far 
yoa might get a pistol ballet through yoor head, and that would be 
eniel to you; for althou^ you be Uaek, I am none of them who 
thinks niggeis have no aools." 

' "Sore a nagur haa aa mooh sowl aa a white," said Betty; "eoMe 
hither, odd man, and wann that ahivenng earoaae of yeeiB bj tte 
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o«aie of this fire. I'm sore a Gruinea nsgiir lores hate as nrach as 
a soaldier loves his drop/' 

Caesar obeyed in silencoi and a mulatto boj, who was sleeping on 
a bench in the room, was bidden to convey the note of the sargeoa 
to the building where the wounded were quartered. 

" Here/' said the wo^Lerwoman, teudering to Caesar a taste of the 
article that most delighted herself^ ^* try a drop, smooty, 't will warm 
the black sowl within your crazy body, and be giving you spirits as 
you are going homeward." 

<< I tell you, Elizubeth/' said the Sergeant, '^ that the souls of 
niggers are the same as our own ; how often havo I heard the good 
Mr. Whitfield xiVj that there was no di:»tinction of colour in heaven. 
Therefore it is rca^^ouable to believe that the s>ul t^f this here black 
is as white as my owu, or even Maj«>r DunwfK><.lie*25." 

'* Be sure he be/' cried Ca2<ar, a little tartly, whose courage had 
revived by tasting the drop of 3Irs. Flauagan. 

''It's a good sowl that the Major is, any way,'' returned the 
washerwoman; "and a kind sowl — ay, and a brave sowl too; and 
yee 'U say all that yeerself, Sargeant, I'm thinking/' 

" For the matter of that," returned the veteran, *' there is on« 
above even Washington, to judge of souls ; but this I will say, that 
3Iajor Dunwoodie is a gentleman who never says, Go, boys — but 
alwa^'s sayp, Come, boys ; and if a poor fellow is in want of a spur 
or a martiagale, and the leather-whack is gone, there is never wanU 
ing the r;al silver to make up the loss, and that from his own pocket 
too.'' 

''Why, then, are you here idle when all that he holds most dear 
axe in danger?" cried a voice with startling abruptness; ''mount, 
mounts and follow your captain ; arm and mount, and that instantiji 
or you will be too late I" 

This unexpected interruption produced an instantaneous conlusioii 
among'.t the tipplers. Caesar fled instinctively into the fire»plaoe, 
where ^<e maintained his position in defiance of a heat that wooJd 
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htLTB routed a wbite man. Seigetnt HoUister turned ptompdy oo 
his heel, and seising his sabrSi the steel ms glittering by the ifae> 
light| in the twinkling of an eje; hat peroeifing the introder to be 
the pedler, who stood near the open door that led to the lean-to in 
the rear, he began to fiill back towards the position of the black, 
with a military intuition that taught him to concentrate his forces. 
Betty alone stood her ground, by the side of the temponry table. 
Beplenishing the mug with a large addition of the article known to 
the soldiery by the name of " choke-dog," she held it towards the 
pedler. The eyes of the washerwoman had for some time been 
swimming with lore and liquor, and turning them good-naturedly 
on Birch, she cried — 

"Faith, but yee'rc wilcome, Mister Pidler, or Mister Birch, or 
Mister Beelzcboob. or what '3 veer name. Yee 're an honest diril 
any way, and I 'm hoping that you found the pitticoats convsnicnt. 
Come forward, dear, and fale the fire ; Sargeant HolUster won't be 
hurting you, for the fear of an ill turn you may be doing him here- 
after — will yee, sargeant, dear?" 

^ Depart, ungodly man I" cried the Teteran, edging still nearer to 
Cssar, but lifting his legs sltemately as they scorched with the heat, 
^ depart in peace ! There is none here for thy service, and you seek 
the woman in rain. There is a tender mercy that will sare her 
from thy talons." The Sergeant ceased to utter aloud, but the m<^ 
tion of his lips continued, and a few scattering words of prayer werr 
alone andibl«. 

The bnin of the washerwoman was in sudi a state of oonfosioo 
tiiat she did not clearly comprehend the meaning of her suitor, bat 
a new idea struck her imagination, and she bfoke forth^ 

*< If it 's me the man saaks, where 's the natter, pray? am I not 
a widowed body, and my own property? And you talk of tinder 
neas, sargeant; but it's little I see of it any way: who knows hot 
Mr. Beelaeboob here is free to spake his mind? I'm sore it is wSU- 
ling to hear I am." 
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^ Woman/* aaid tlw pedlor, ''be silent; and joo, fiwlieh man, 
nount — ann and mount, and flj to the rcecoe of joor officer, if 
you are worthy of the cause in which you aenre, and wouhl not di^ 
grac« the coat you wear/' The pedlcr Taniahed from the sight of 
the bewildered trio, with a rapidity that left them uncertain whither 
he had fled 

On hearing the voice of an old fnend, Csesar emerged from his 
corner, and fearlessly advanced to the spot where Betty had reso> 
lately maintained her ground, though in a state of utter mental 
confusion. 

'< I wish Harvey stop," said the black ; '' if he ride down a road, 
I should like he company; — I don't tink Johnny Birch hurt he 
own son." 

** Pour ignorant wretch T* exclaimed the veteran, recovering his 
voice with a^ long-drawn breath ; *^ think you that figure was made 
of flesh and blood ?" 

" Harvey an't fleshy," replied the black, '' but he henry debber 
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''Pooh! sargeant dear," exclaimed the washerwoman, "talk 
lason for once, and mind what the knowing one tells yee; call 
out the boys, and ride a bit after Captain Jack ; rimimber, darling, 
that he told yee, the day, to be in readiness to mount at a moment's 
warning." 

"Ay, but not at a summons from the foul fiend. Let Captain 
Lawton, or Lieutenant Mason, or Comet Skipwith, say the woni, 
and who is quicker in the saddle than I f " 

" Well, Sargeant, how often is it that yee 'vs boasted to myaaif 
that the corps was n't a bit afeard to &oe the divil 1" 

" No more are we, in battle anay, and by daylight; b«t it's (bol* 
hardy and irreverent to tempt Satan, and on such a night as this: 
listen how the wind whistles through the trees; and haxk I there ii 
the howling of evil qiirits abroad." 
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^I see him,'' said Caesar, opening his eyes to a width that mi^l 
have embraced more than an ideal form. 

'^ Where V* intenupted the Sergeant, insdnctirely lajbg his hand 
on the hilt of his sabre. 

<<No — no/' said the bkck, <' I see a Johnny Birch come oat of 
he grare — Johnny walk afore he buried." 

" Ah I then he must hare led an evil life indeed/' said Hollistcr ; 
the blessed in spirit lie quiet until the general muster, but wickedness 
disturbs the soul in this life as well aa in that which is to come/' 

''And what is to come of Captain Jack?" cried Betty, angrily; 
<' is it yeer orders that ycc won't mind, nor a warning given ? I *11 
jist git my cart, and ride down and tell him that yee *rc afcard of a 
dead man aud BoelzeW>b ; aud it is u*t succour be may l«e expicting 
from yee. I wonder wLo *1I be the orderly of the troop the morrow, 
then? — Lis name won t be HuUi^iter, any way." 

" Xay, Betty, nay," said the Sergeant, laying his hand familiarly 
on her shoulder ; ** if there must be riding to-night, let it be by him 
whose duty it is to call out the men and to set an example. The 
Lord have mercy, and send us enemies of flesh and blood !" 

Another glass confirmed the veteran in a resolution that was only 
excited by a dread of his Captain's displeasure, and he proceeded to 
summon the dozen men who had been left under his command. 
The boy airivmg with the ring, Csssar placed it carefully in the 
pocket of his waistcoat next his heart, and, mounting, shut his eyes, 
seised his charger by the mane, and continued in a state of oompai»> 
tive insensibility, until the animal stopped at the door of the wans 
stable whence he had started. 

The movements of the dragoons, being timed to the order of a 
Boarch, were much slower, for they were made with a watchfohieaB 
Chat was intended to guard against ioipriae from the eril eoe 



CHAPTER XXIL 

Be not your toogoe thj own shame's orator; 
Look sweet, speak fair, become dUloyally , 
Apparel Tice Uke nrtue's harbinger. 

The situation of the party in Mr. Wbarton's dwelling was suSp 
cientlj awkward, during the hour of Ciesar's absence ; for such was 
the astoni:»hiug mpiJity displayed by his courser, that the four miles 
of rood was gone uver, and the events we have recorded had occuiredi 
somewhat within that period of time. Of course, the gentlemen 
strove to make the irksome moments fly as swiftly as possible; bat 
premeditated happiness is certainly of the least joyous kind. The 
bride and bridegroom are immemorially privileged to be dull, and 
but few of their friends seemed disposed, on the present occasion, to 
dishonour their example. The Engliish Colonel exhibited a proper 
portion of uneasiness at this unexpected interruption of his felicitj, 
and he sat with a varying countenance by the side of Sarah, who 
seemed to be profiting by the delay to gather fortitude for the solemn 
eeremony. In the midst of this embarrassing silence, I>r. Sitgraaves 
addressed himself to Miss Peyton, by whose side he had contriTsd 
to procure a chair. 

'' Marriage, madam, is pronounced to be honooiable in the sight 
of Grod and man : and it may be said to be lednoed, in the piesent 
age, to the laws of nature and reason. The andents, m sanctioaing 
polygamy, lost sight of the provisions of nature, and condemned 
thousands to miseiy; but with the increase of science hate grown 
the wise ordinances of society, which ordain that man should be Uio 
husband of but one woman/' 

13 W9^ 
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WeUmere glanced a fierce expressioa of diagiut at t&e soxgeoo, 
that indicated his sense of the tediousncss of the other's remarks; 
while 3Iiss Peyton^ with a slight hesitation, as if fearful of touching 
on furhidden subjects, replied — 

'' I had thought, sir, that we were indebted to the Christian reU- 
gion for our morals on this subject" 

** True, madam, it is somewhere provided in the prescriptioiia ot 
the apostles, that the sexes should henceforth be on an equality in 
this particular. But in what degree could polygamy affect holiness 
of life ? It was probably a wise arrangement of Paul, who was much 
'6f a scholar, and probably had frequent conferences, on this import* 
ant subject, with Luke, whom we all know to have been bred to the 
practice of medicine — " 

There is no telling how far the discursire fancy of Sitgreares 
might have led him, on this subject, had he not boen interrupted. 
But Lawton, who had been a close though silent observer of all that 
passed, profited by the hint to ask abruptly «* 

** Pray, Colonel Wellmere, in what manner is bigamy pnnished 
in England?" 

The bridegroom started, and his lip blanched. Recovering him- 
self, however, on the instant, he answered with a suavity that b^ 
came so happy a man, — 

** Death ! — as such an offence merits," he said. 

** Death and dissection," continued the operator : 'Mt is seUom 
that the law loses sight of eventual utility in a male&ctor. Bigamy, 
in a man, is a heinous offence !" 

^ More so than celibacy ?" asked Lawton. 

** More so," returned the surgeon, with undisturbed nmplieity : 
^ he who remains in a single state may devote his life to science and 
the extension of knowledge, if not of his species ; but the wretA 
who profits by the constitutional tendency of the female sex to era* 
dnlity and tenderness, incurs the wickedness of a positiTe sin, hci^^V 
snsd bj ths baseneu of deoeptioo." 
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^ Real! ji air, Um ladies are infinitely obliged to joa, for attribaU 
ing follj to them as port of their nature/' 

^ Captain Lawton, in man the animal is more nobly formed than 
in woman. The nenres are endowed with less sensibility ; the whole 
frame is less pliable and yielding ; b it, therefore, surprising, that a 
tendency to rely on the faith of her partner is more natural to woman 
than to the other sex?" 

TTellmere, as if unable to listen with any degree of patience to so 
ill-timed a dialogue, sprang from his seat and paced the floor in dis- 
order. Pitying his situation, the reverend gentleman, who was pa> 
tiently awaiting the return of Caesar, chauged the discourse, and a* 
few minutes brought the black himself. The billet was hande<l to 
Dr. Sitgreavc?; for Mi?s Peyton had cxpre<?ly cnj 'inctl Cx^ar not 
to implicate her, in any manner, in the errand on which he was des- 
patched. The note contained a ^ummar}* statement of the several 
subjects of the surgeon's directions, and referred him to the black 
for the ring. The latter was instantly demanded, and promptly de- 
livered. A transient look of melancholy crowded the brow of the 
surgeon, as he stood a moment, and gazed silently on the bauble ; 
nor did he remember the pbce, or the occa>ion, while he solilotjuised 
as follows; — 

** Poor Anna ! gay as innocence and youth could make thee was 
thy heart, when this cincture was formed to grace thy nuptials ; but 
ere the hour had come, God had taken thee to himself Years have 
passed, my sbter, but never have I forgotten the companion of mj 
infimcy !" He advanced to Sarah, and, unconscious of observmtiony 
plscing the ring on her finger, continued — " She for whom it was 
intended has long been in her grave, and the youth who bestowed 
the gift soon followed her sainted spirit : take it^ madam, and God 
grant that it may be an instrument in nuking yon as happy as joa 
deserve !*' 

Sarah felt a ehill at her heart, as this burst of feeling escaped IIm 
■orgeon ; bat Wellmere offering his hand, she was led befbra tlie 
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divine, and tha oeremon j began. Tlie first words of this impoaiag 
'office produced a dead stillness in the apartment: and the minister 
of God proceeded to the solemn exhortatioji, and witnessed the 
plighted troth of the parties, when the inTesdture was to follow. 
The ring had been left, from inadvertency, and the agitation of the 
moment, on the finger where Sitgreaves had placed it: — the slight 
interruption occasioned by the circumstance was over, and the clcr* 
gjman was about to proceed, when a figure gliding into the midst 
of the party, at once put a stop to the ceremony. It was the pedler. 
His look was bitter and ironical, while a finger, raised towards the 
divme, seemed to forbid the ceremony to go any farther. 

" Can Colonel TVellmcre waste the precious moments here, when 
his wife has crossed the ocean to meet him ? The nights are long, 
and the moon bright; — a few hours will take him to the city." 

Aghast at the sudc^enness of this extraordinary address, Wellmcrs 
for a moment lost the command of his fiiculties. To Sarah, the 
countenance of Birch, expressive as it was, produced no terror; but 
the instant she recovered from the surprise of his interruption, she 
turned her anxious gaze on the features of the man to whom she hsd 
just pledged her troth. They afibrded the most terrible confinna> 
tion of all that the pedler affirmed ; the room whirled round, and 
aho fell lifeless into the arms of her aunt There is an instinctive 
delicacy in woman, that seems to conquer all other emotions; and 
the insensible bride was immediately conveyed from sight^ leaving 
the room to the sole possession of the other sex. 

The confusion enabled the pedler to retreat with a rajudity thai 
would have baffled pursuit, had any been attempted, and Wellmere 
stood with every eye fixed on him, in ominous silenoe. 

"^'Tis frlse— His false as heU!" he cried, striking his forehead. 
^I have ever denied her claim; nor will the laws of my eoontiy 
eompel me to acknowledge it'' 

^But what will conscience and the laws of God doT' 
LawtoQ. 
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"'Tis well, sir/' said Wellmere, hanghtQ^, and retmdng towaffdi 
the door -^''m J aitnation protects joa now; bat a tune may 
come—" 

He had reached the entry, when a sUght tap on his shoulder 
caused him to turn his head } — it was Captain Lawton, who, with a 
smile of peculiar meaning, beckoned him to follow. The state of 
Wellmcrc's mind was such, that he would gladly have gone any- 
where to avoid the gaze of horror and detestation that glared from 
ererr eve he met. They reached the stables before the trooper 
spoke, when he cried aloud ^ 

"Bring out Roanoke!" 

His man appeared with the steed caparisoned for its master. 
Lawton, coolly thro\ring the bridle on the neck of the animal, took 
his pi.-tnh from the hol>tcrs, and continued— *'Hore are weapons 
that have j*een irood sen*ice before to^lav — ar, and in honourable 
hanJ<, sir. These were the pistoU of my father, Colonel Wellmerej 
he used them with credit in the wars with France, and gare them to 
me to fight the battles of my country with. In what better way can 
I serve her than in exterminating a wretch who would have blasted 
one of her fairest daughters?" 

" This injurious treatment shall meet with its reward," cried the 
other, seizing the offered weapon ; '^ the blood lie on the head of 
him who sought it!" 

''Amen ! but hold a moment, sir. You are now free, and the 
passports of Washington are in your pocket; I give yoa the fire; if 
I fidl, there is a stee(kthat will outstrip pursuit ; and I wonM adviae 
yon to retreat without much deby, for even Archibald Sitgreavea 
would fight in such a cause-;-* nor will the guard above be Teiy ajt 
to give* quarter." ^ 

''Are jou ready ?" asked Wellmere, gnashing his teeth with nge^ 

" Stand forward, Tom, with the lights ; — fire T' 

Wellmere fired, and the bullion flew from the epaulette of the 
tenoper. • 
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^Now the ton is mine/^ said LtLwUm, delibenftelj leTelliog hit 
pistoL 

''And mine !" shouted a Toice, as the weapon was strock from hil 
hand. ''By all the deTils in hell, 'tis the mad Virginian ! — (all 
on, mj bojs, and take him ; this is a prize not hoped for V* 

Unarmedi and surprised as he was, Lawton's presence of mind 
did not desert him ; he felt that he was in the hands of those fin>m 
whom he was to expect no mercy ; and, as four of the Skinners fell 
upon him at once, he used his gigantic strength to the utmost. 
Three of the band grasped him bj the neck and arms, with an intent 
to clog his efforts, and pinion him with ropes. The first of those ho 
threw from him, with a violence that sent him ag:iiust the buildinc, 
where he lav stunned with the bluw. But the fourth seized his 
legs; and, uoablc to couteud with such odds, the trooper came to 
the earth, bringing with him all of his assailants. The struggle on 
the ground was short but terrific; — curses and the most dreadful 
imprecations were uttered bj the Skinners, who in vain called on 
more of their band, who were gazing on the combat in nervelesi 
horror, to assist. A difficulty of breathing, from one of the com« 
batants, was heard, accompanied by the stifled meanings of a 
strangled man; and directly one of the group arose on his feet, 
shaking himself free from the wild grasp of the others. Both Well« 
mere and the servant of Lawton had fled ; the former to the stables, 
and the latter to give the alarm, leaving all in darkness. The fignra 
that stood erect sprang into the saddle of the unheeded charger; 
sparics of flre, issuing from the armed feet of the horse, gave a mo- 
mentaiy light by which the captain was seen dashing like the wind 
towards the highway. 

**By hell he's off!" cried the leader, hoarse with rage and 
exhaustion ; << fire ! — bring him down — fire, or yon 'U be too late.*' 

The order was obeyed, and one moment of suspense followed, in 
the vain hope of hearing the I age frame of Lawton tumbling from 
hia steed. 
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<<HewoaUnot&l]f joaliadkmedhiii^''iiiiitteradoii0; ''I'Ti 
known these Virginians ut their hones with two w three halls 
through them ; ay, even after they were dead." 

A freshening of the wind wafted the tread of a horse down the 
Tolley, which, by its speed, gave assurance of a rider governing its 
motiou. 

*' These trained horses always stop when the rider falls,*' obscrred 
one of the gang. 

^* Then/' cried the leader, striking his musket on the ground in % 
rage, ''the fellow L) safe! — to your business at once. A short 
half-hour will bring down that canting Sergeant and the guard upon 
us. 'T will bo lucky if the guns don't turn them out. Quick, to 
your poat>. aud firu tbc hou^e in the chambers ; smoking ruins are 
good to cover evil ckotU." 

"What U to bo iL'ue with this lump oi earth?" cried another, 
pushing the body that yot lay iu^oDslMe, where it had been hurled 
by the arm of Lawiou ; " a little rubbing would bring him to 

"Lei him lie," said the leader, fiercely; '*had he been half » 
man, that dragooning rascal would have been in my power; — enter 
the house, I say, and fire the chambers. We oin't go amiss here; 
— there is plate and money enough to make yon all gentlemen*-^ 
and revenge too.*' 

The idea of silver in any way was not to be ressted; and, leaving 
their companion, who began to show fiunt signs of life, they mshod 
tnmultnously towards the dwelling. Wellmere availed, himself of 
the opportunity, and, stealing from the stable with his own eharger, 
he was able to gain the highway unnoticed. For an instant he hesi 
tated, whether to ride towards the point where he knew the guard 
was stationed, and endeavour to itscue the &inilj, or, profiting by 
his liberty, and the exchange that had been eSKted by the divine^ 
to seek the royal army. Shame, and a oonscioimess of guilt, deter* 
mined him to take the Utter coarse, and he rode kywards New Tork, 
stang with the reflection of his own bisenew, sad hawsssd with the 
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•pprehenikni of meetmg with ta ennged womftn^ that he had maiw 
ried duzing his late Tisit to Eogland, but whoee claims, as soon as 
his pasnon was aated, he had resolTed nerer willingly to admit. In 
the tumult and agitation of the moment^ the retreat of Lawton and 
Wellmere was but little noticed; the condition of 3Ir. Wharton d^ 
manding the care and consolation of both the surgeon and the divine. 
The report of the fire-anns first roused the family to the sense of a 
new danger, and but a moment elapsed before the leader, and one 
more of the gang, entered the room. 

^ Surrender ! you serrants of King George,^' shouted the leader, 
presenting his musket to the breast of Sitgxeavcs, " or I will let a 
little tory blood from your vcius/' 

"Gently — gently, my friend," said the surgoou; "you are 
doubtless more expert in iuflicting wounds tbun in healing them ; 
the weapon that you hold so indi^reetly is extremely dangerous to 
animal life." 

"Yield, or take its contents." 

"Why and wherefore should I yield? — I am a non-combatant 
The articles of capitulation must be arranged with Captun John 
Lawton ; though yielding, I Ip^lieve, u not a subject on which you 
will find him particularly complying." 

The fellow had by this time taken such a surrey of the groups u 
oooTinced him that little danger was to be apprehended from resist- 
anee, and, eager to seise his share of the plunder, he dropped his 
musket, and was soon busy, with the assistance of his men, in 
ananging dirers articles of plate in bags. The cottage now present* 
ed a singular spectacle;-^ the ladies were gathered around Sarah, 
who yet continued insensible, in one of the rooms that had eeo^ed 
the notiee of the marauders. Mr. Wharton sat in a state of perfeel 
imbecility, listening to, but not profiting by, the unmeaning weeds 
of comfort that fell from the lips of the clergyman. Singleton waa 
lying on a sofr, shaking with debility, and inattentire to surroqnding 
el^Jects; while the surgeon was administering restoratiTes, and look- 
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Aig at the dreasiiigB, with a coolness that mocked the tamalt 
Casar, and the attendant of Captain Singleton, had retreated to the 
wood in the rear of the cottage, and Eatj Hajnes was flying aboal 
the building, bnailj employed in forming a bundle of Taluables, from 
which, with the most scrupulous honesty, she rejected every article 
that was not really and truly her own. 

But to return to the party at the Four Comers. When the vete- 
ran had got his men mounted and under arms, a restless desire to 
participate in the glory and dangers of the expedition came over the 
washonn'oman. Whether she was impelled to the undertaking by a 
dread of remaining alone, or a wish to hasten in person to the relief 
of her favourite, we will not venture to assert; but, as Hollister was 
giving the onlcrs to wheel and march, the voice of Betty was heard, 
exclaiming — * 

" Stop a bit, Sargeant dear, till two of the boys git out the cart, 
and I '11 jist ride wid yee ; 't is like there '11 be wounded, and it will 
be mighty convanient to bring them home in." 

Although inwardly much pleased, with any cause of deby, to a 
service that he so little relished, Hollbter afiected some displeasure 
at the detention. 

<' Nothing but a cannon-ball can take one of my lads from his 
charger,'' he said; ''and it's not very likely that we shall have as 
Cur fighting as cannon and musketiy, in a business of the evil one's 
hiTenting; so, Elizabeth, you may go if yon will, but the cart wiU 
not be wanting." 

" Now, Sergeant dear, you lie, any way," said Betty, who wm 
ianewhat unduly governed by her potations; ''and wasn't Captain 
Singleton shot off his horse but tin days gone by f ay, and Captain 
Jack himself too; and did n't he lie on the ground, &ce uppermoet^ 
and back downwards, looking grim? and didn't the boyi tink hia 
dead, and turn and lave the rig'bura the day T' 

"You lie back again," cried the Sergeant, fiercely: "and so doef 
any one who says that we didn't gain the day." 

18 ♦ 
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'^ For a bit or so — onlj I mane for a bit or ao/' nid the waiher* 
froman; ''but Major Dunwoodie tamed you, and so joa licked the 
rigflars. But the Captain it was that fell, and I'm thinking that 
there's no better rider going; so, Sargeant, it's the cart will be 
eonvanient Here, two of you, jist hitch the mare to the tills, and 
it's no whiskey that yee'll bo wanting the morrow; and put the 
piece of Jenny's hide under the pad ; the baste is never the better 
for the rough ways of the county West-Chester." The consent of 
the Sergeant being obtained, the equipage of Mrs. Flanagan wa^ 
soon in readiness to receive its burthen. 

<' As it is quite uncertain whether we shall be attacked in front, 
or in rear," said Hollistcr, *' five of you shall march in advance, and 
the remainder shall cover our retreat towanls the barrack, should 
we be presbcU. 'T is an awful moment to a man of little learning, 
Elizabeth, to command in such a service ; for my port, I wi^ih de> 
Toutly that one of the officers were here ; but my trust is in the 
Lord." 

*' Pooh ! man, away wid yee," said the washerwoman, who had 
got herself comfortably seated ; '' the divil a bit of an inimy u there 
near. March on, hurry-skurry, and let the mare trot, or it's bat 
little that Captain Jack will thank yee for the help." 

" Although unlearned in matters of communicating with spirits^ 
or laying the dead, Mrs. Flanagan," said the veteran, " I have noi 
served through the old war, and five years in this, not to know how 
to guard the baggage. Does n*t Washington always cover the bag- 
gage f I am not to be told my iutj by a camp follower. Fall in 
as you are ordered, and dress, men." 

" Well, march, any way," cried the impatient washerwoman ; " the 
black is there already, and it 's tardy the Captain will think yee." 

<< Are you sure that it was really a black man that brought the 
order ?" said the Sergeant, dropping in between the platoons, where 
he could converse with Betty, and be at hand, to lead on an 
gency, either on an advaaoe or on a retieat 
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^Naj — and I'm mm cif nothing, datr Bat whj don't tho 
boy> pnck their horses and jog a trot? the mare is mightj nnasj, 
and it's no warm in this cursed Tallej, riding as much like a fono* 
ml party as old ngs is to continental/'* 

" Fairly and softly, ay, and prudently, Mrs. Fluuagan ; it *s nol 
rashness that mukea the good officer. If wc have to encounter a 
spirit, it *s luor^ tlian likely hi' *ll inuko his attack by surprise ; horses 
arc not very po\rerful iu the <Iark, and I have a character to lose, 
g»x)d wouian/* 

*'Canctur! and iau't it c;ir;jt'jr a'vl life too that Captain Jack 
has to lose?" 

" Halt !** cried the serj«\int ; '• w'.ia: in that lurkinq: near the foot 
of the rvk. mi the kit?** 

"Sure, it ** n-'tuliig. unK*.*« it To matrer of Cnptain Jack's sowl 
that's wine to hauut yee, fv»r not being brisker on the march." 

«• Betty, your levity makes you an unlit comrade for such an ex- 
pedition. Advance, one of you, and reconnoitre the 8pot;^drmw 
swords ! — rear rank, close to the front !*' 

" Pshaw !" shoute<l Betty, << is it a big fool or a big coward thai 
yee are? jist wheel from the road, boys, and 1*11 shore the maio 
down upon it in the twinkling of an eye — and it *s no ghost that 
I fear." 

By this time one of the men had returned, and declared there wat 
nothing to prevent their advancing, and the pany continued their 
march, but with great deliberation and caution. 

** Courage and prudence are the jewels of a soldier, Mrs. Flani^ 
gan," said the sergeant : " without the one, the other may be said to 
be good for nothing." 



* Tbo paper raooej ttsued br congress wms ikmiliariy e&Ued oootifieiital 
moDCj. Hiis tenn * oontiaental** wu applied to tlie tnny, the coiifress» the 
ships of war, and, in short, to almost STerj thing or interest which bclcQgod 
to the now govcmment It would seem to hare boos ia^p«itsd as the opp»> 
4li ar the laadar poritMB of the 
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^Prodenoe withoat ooonge : is it that joa maaef - -and it's to 
that I'm thinking mjmif, Saxgeant Thii baate polla tight oa tha 
reina any mj" 

^Be patient, good woman; — hark ! what is that?" said HoUister, 
pricking up his ears at the report of Wellmere's pistol; ** I '11 swear 
that was a human pbtol, and one from oar regiment — Rear rank, 
close to the front ! — 3Irs. Flanagan^ I must leare jou." So saying, 
having lecorered all his fiicolties, by hearing a sonnd that he onder^ 
stood, he placed himself at the head of his men with an air of mill* 
taxy pride, that the darkness prevented the washerwoman from be- 
holding. A volley of musketry now rattled in the night wind, and 
the sergeant exclaimed — 

" 3Iarch ! — quick time I" 

The next lostant the trampling of a horse was heard coming up 
the road, at a rate that announced a matter of life or death ; and 
Hollister again halted his party, riding a short distance in front him* 
self, to meet the rider. 

« Stand ! — who goes there V shouted Hollister. 

** Ha ! Hollister, is it you T" cried Lawton, '' ever ready, and aft 
your post; but where is the guard?'' 

''At hand, sir, and ready to follow you through thick and thin,'' 
said the veteran, relieved at once from responsibility, and as eager 
u a boy to be led against his enemy. 

'''Tis well!" said the trooper, riding up to his men; then, speak- 
ing a few words of encouragement, he led them down the valley aft 
a rate but little less rapid than lus approach. The miserable horse 
of the sutler was soon distanced, and Betty, thus thrown out in the 
ehase, tuned to the side of the road, and observed — 

''There— it's no difficult to tell that Captain Jack is wid 'em, 
any way ; and away they go like so many nagnr boys to a huaking- 
frolio; — well, I'll jist hitch the mare to this bit of aleiioe, and 
walk down and see the sport afoot — it's no lasonaUe to azpoit 
Oa haafta to ba hmrtsd." 
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Led on bj Lawton, the men followed^ destiinte alike of fear and 
reflectioii. Whether it was a party of the refugees, or a detach- 
ment from the royal army, that they were to assail, they were pro- 
foundly ignorant; but they knew that the officer in advance was dis- 
tinguished for courage and personal prowess ; and these are virtues 
that are sure t > captivate the thoughtless soldiery. On arriving near 
the gates of the Locusts, the trooper halted his party, and made his 
anangements for the assault Dismounting, he ordered eight of his 
men to follow his example, and turning to Ilollister, aaid — 

" Stand you here, and guard the horses; if any thing attempt to 
pass, stop it, or cut it down, and — " The flames at this moment 
burst through the dormer-windows and cedar roof of the cottage, and 
a briglit light glared on the darkness of the night " On V* shouted 
the trooper, '* on I — give quarter when you have done justice !'' 

There was a startling fierceness in the voice of the trooper that 
reached to the heart, even amid the horrors of the cottage. The 
leader of the Skinners dropped his plunder, and, for a moment, 
he stood in nerveless dread ; then rushing to a window, he threw up 
the sash; —at this instant Lawton entered, sabre in hand, into the 
apartment 

" Die, miscreant V cried the trooper, cleaving a marauder to the 
jaw : but the leader sprang into the lawn, and escaped his vengeance. 
The shrieks of the females restored Lawton to his presence of mind, 
md the earnest entreaty of the divine induced him to attend to the 
safety of the family. One more of the gang fell in with the dra> 
goons, and met his death ; but the remainder had taken the alarm 
in season. Occupied with Sarah, neither Miss Singleton, nor the 
ladies of the house, had discorered the entrance of the Sldnners, 
though the flames were raging around them with a lory that threat* 
ened the building with rapid destruction. The shrieks of Katy and 
the terrified consort of Caesar, together with the noise and nproar in 
the adjacent apartment, first roused Miss Peyton and Isabella to a 
■ensa of their danger. 
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^ Meicifiil PtOTidenoe I" exclaimed the alanned annt; ^ that k 
a dreadful oonfuaion in the hooaei and there will be bloodshed in 
eonaeqnenoe of this affiur." 

** There are none to fight," returned Isabella^ with a hoe palei 
than that of the other; "Pr. Sitgieares is very peaceable in hit 
dispoeition, and surely Captain Lawton would not forget him^slf 
K) far/' 

" The southern temper is quick and ficij/' continued 3It8s Pey- 
ton ; ** and your brother, feeble and weak as he is, has looked the 
whole afternoon flushed and angry/' 

'^ Good Heaven I" cried Isabella, with difficulty supporting her- 
self on the couch of Sarah ; '' he is gentle as the lamb by nature, 
though the lion is not hi:» c<(uiil when roused." 

'* We must interfere : our presence will quell the tumult, and poe- 
siblr save the life of a fellow-creature." 

3Iis8 Peyton, excited to attempt what she conceived a duty worthy 
of her sex and nature, advanced with the dignity of injured female 
feeling, to the door, followed by Isabella. The apartment to which 
Sarah had been conveyed was in one of the wings of the building, 
and it communicated with the principal hall of the cottage by a long 
and dark passage. This was now light, and across its terminatioii 
several figures were seen rushing with an impetuosity that prevented 
an examination of their employment 

** Let us advance," said Miss Peyton, with a firmnesi her &oe 
belied: <'they must respect our sex." 

** They shall," cried Isabella, taking the lead in the enterprise. 
Frances was left alone with her sister. A few minutes were passed 
in silence ; when a loud crash, in the upper apartments, was sno* 
cecded by a bright light that glared through the open door, and 
made objects as distinct to the eye as if they were placed under m 
noon-day sun. Sarah raised herself on her bed, and staring wildly 
around, pressed both her hands on her forehead, endeavouring te 
raooUflol henslf ^* 
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^'TUb, tlieiiy is heaven— and joa are one of ita bright spirita. 
Oh I how gloriooa ia its radiance I I had thought the happiness I 
have lately experienced was too much for earth. But we dull meet 
again— -yes — yes — we shall meet again." 

"Sarah! Sarah!" cried Frances, in terror; "my sister — my 
only sister*- Oh ! do not smile so horridly : know me, or you will 
break my heart." 

"Hush/' said SaraL, raising her hand for silence; "you may 
disturb his rest— surely, he will follow me to the grave. Think 
you there can be two wives in the grave ? No — no — no — one — 
one — one — only one/' 

Frances dropped her head into the lap of her sister, and wept in 
agony. 

" Do you sXiiid tear?, sweet angel V* continued Sarah, soothingly ; 
"then heaven is not exempt from grief. But where is Henry? 
He was executed, and he must be here too ; perhaps they will come 
together. Oh, how joyful will be the meeting !" 

Frances sprang on her feet, and paced the apartment The eys 
of Sarah followed her in childish admiration of her beauty. 

"You look like my sLster; but all good and lovely spirits are 
alike. Tell me, were you ever married ? Bid you ever let a stran* 
ger steal your affections from father, and brother, and sister ? If 
not, poor wretch, I pity you, althou^ you may be in heaven." 

"Sarah — peace, peace — I implore you to be silent," shrieked 
Francesi rushing to her bed, "or you will kill me at your 
feet" 

A'W?^*^* dreadful crash shook the building to its centre. It was 
the fiUling of the roof, and the flames threw their light abroad, so 
as to make objects visible around the cottage, through the windowa 
of the room. Frances flew to one of them, and saw the oonfnsed 
group that was collected on the lawn. Among them were her asnt 
and Isabelk, pointing with distraction to the flery edifice, and appa^ 
rently urging the dr^oona to enter it For the fin* time aba com* 
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prehended their danger; and uttering a wild shriek, she flew throng 
the passage without oonaidention, or object 

A dense and soffocating column of smoke opposed her progren. 
She paused to breathe, when a man caught her in hb arms, and 
bore her, in a state of insensibilitj, through the fidling embers and 
darkness, to the open air. The instant that Frances recovered her 
recollection, she perceived that she owed her life to Lawton^ and 
throwing herself on her knees, she cried — 

« Sarah ! Sarah ! Sarah ! save mj sbter, and maj the blessing of 
God await you!" 

Her strength failed, and she sunk on the grass, in insensibility. 
The trooper pointed to her figure, motioned to Katj for assistance, 
and advanced ouce more to the buiMiiig. The fire had :ilready com> 
municated to the wood-work of the piazzas and windows, and the 
whole exterior of the cottage was covered with smoke. The only 
entrance was through these dangers, and even the hardy and impeto- 
ous Lawton paused to consider. It was for a moment only, when 
he dashed into the heat and darkness, where, missing the entrance, 
he wandered for a minute, and precipitated himself back, again, upon 
the lawn. Drawing a single breath of pure air, he renewed the ef- 
fort, and was again unsuccessfuL On a third trial, he met a man 
staggering under the load of a human body. It was neither the 
place, nor was there time, to question, or to make distinctions; seis- 
ing both in his arms, with gigantic strength, he bore them throu|^ 
the smoke. He soon perceived, to his astonishment, that it was the 
surgeon, and the body of one of the Skinners, that he had saved. 

^* Archibald !" he exclaimed, '' why, in the name of justice, did 
you bring this miscreant to light again? His deeds are rank to 
heaven r 

The surgeon, who had been in imminent peril, was too much be- 
wildered to reply instantly, but wiping the moisture from his five- 
bead, and clearing his lungs from the vapour he had inhalcd| hm 
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<' Ah t it is all Ofer I Had I been in time to have stopped the 
efiusion from the jnguLuTi he might hare been saved; bat the heal 
was conducire to hemorrhage; life is extinct mdeed. Well, are 
there anj more wounded?" 

nis question was put to the air, for Frances had been remored to 
the opposite side of the building, where her friends were collectcd| 
and Lawton once more had disappeared in the smoke. 

By this time the flames had dispersed much of the suffocating 
vapour, so that the trooper was able to find the door, and in its very 
entrance he was met by a man supporting the insensible Sarah. 
There was but barely time to reach the lawn again, before the firo 
broke through the windows, and wrapped the whole building in a 
sheet of flame. 

'•GihI be prai^od !** cjuculiitcl tlio preserver of if;inih ; ** it would 
have been a dreadful death to die." 

The trooper turned from gazing at the edifiee, to the speaker, and 
to his astonishment, instead of one of his own men, he beheld the 
pedlcr. 

*' Ha I the spy," he exclaimed : " by heavens, you cross me like 
a spectre." 

" Captain Lawton," said Birch, leaning in momentary exhaustion 
against the fence, to which they had retired from the heat, " I am 
again in your power, for I can neither flee, nor resist." 

'' The cause of America is dear to me as life," said the trooper; 
*' bat she cannot require her children to forget gratitude and honour. 
Fly, unhappy man, while yet you are unseen, or it will exceed mj 
power to save you." 

*' May God prosper you, and make yon victorious over your ene* 
mies," said Birch, grasping the hand of the dragoon with an iroa 
strength that bis meagre figure did not indicate. 

<<Hold!" said Lawton; <' but a word — are you what yon seem f 
—can you— are you — *' 



♦ # 



t»» 



306 THE SPY. 

''A rojal spy/' interrnpted Btich| aTerdog his face, and 
Toming to release Lis baud. 

^ Then go, miserable wretch/' said the trooper, relinquishing 
grasp; "either avarice or dcliuion has led a noble heart astray I' 

The bright light from the flames reached a great di:>tanco aroand 
the ruins, but the words were hsirdlj pa^st the lips of Lawton, before 
the gaunt form of the pedler hod glided over the visible space, and 
plunged into the darkness bejond. 

The eye of Lawton rc:;tcd fdr a moment on the spot where he had 
last seen tliis inexplicable man, and then turning to the yet xnscn* 
Bible Sarah, he lifted her in hi^ arms, and bore her, like a sleeping 
infant, to the care cf her friends. 



CHAPTER XXTTT. 

**And nofi' her charms are fading foM, 
Her ppiriu now no more are ^ay: 
Alas! that beauty cannot last! 
That flowcm so sweet so soon decay! 
How sad appears 
Tlic vale of vcani, 
How changi^d from ynntirs too flattering scene l 
Wlicrc arc her fond admirers gone ? 
A!a5! and >i)aU tin re then be nzut 
On whom her soul may lean?" 

Cynthia* $ Grave, 

The walls of the cottage were all that was left of the baildiog; And 
these, bkckened by smoke, and stripped of their piazzas and orna- 
ments, were but dreary memorials of the content and secnritj that 
had so ktely reigned within. The roof, together with the rest of 
the wood-work, had tumbled into the cellars, and a pole and flitting 
light, ascending from their embers, shone fiuntly through the win« 
dows. The early flight of the Skinners left the dragoons at liberty 
to exert themselves in saving much of the furniture, which lay 
scattered in heaps on the lawn, giving the finishing^ touch of desola- 
tion to the scene. Wbenever a stronger ray of light than common 
«hot upwards, the composed figures of Sergeant Hollister and his 
associates, sitting on their horses in rigid discipline, were to be seen 
in the background of the picture, together with the beast of Mrs. 
Flanagan, which, having slipped its bridle, was quietly grasing by 
the highway. Betty herself had advanced to the spot where the 
Sergeant was posted, and, with an incredible degree of composure, 
witnessed the whole of the events as they oooorred. More than 
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onoe she loggestad to lier oompaoion, tlia% ai the ii^tiiig aeemed 
to be oreTi the proper time fiur plunder haduriTed; but the Teterui 
■egneiiited her with hie orden, and remained both inilrTible and 
immoveable; nntil the waaherwomani obaerving Lawton oome round 
the wing of the building with Sarah| Tentured amongst the wairion. 
The Captain, after placing Sarah on a 80& that had been hnrled 
from the boilding bj two of hia men, rotirad, that the ladiea mi|^t 
aoeeoed him in hia care. Miss Peyton and h^ niece flew, with a 
nature that waa blessed with a momentaiy forgetfnlneaa of all bat 
her preservation, to receive Sarah from the trooper; bat the vacant 
eye, and flashed cheek, restored them instantly to their recollection. 

" Sarah, my child, my beloved niece," said the former, folding 
the ancoDscious bride in her arms, ''yon 4re saved, and may the 
blessing of God await him who has been the instrument" 

'' See," said Sarah, gently puaiiing her aunt aside, and pointing 
to the glimmering ruins, ^Hhe windows are illuminated in honour 
of my arrivaL They always receive a bride thua— he told methej 
would do no leas; listen, and you will hear the bells.'' 

^ Here is no bride, no rejoicing, nothing but wo !" cried IVancea, 
in a manner but little leas frantic than that of her aster; ''Oh! 
may Heaven restore you to us — to yourself!" 

''Peace, foolish young woman," said Sarah, with a smile of af- 
flwtod pity; "all cannot be happy at the same moment; perhaps 
yon have no brother, or husband, to console you; you look beanti- 
fbl, and you will yet find one; but," she eontinned, dropping her 
voice to a whtfper, "see that he has no other wife ^'tia dreadful 
to think what might hi4»pen, should he be twice married." 

"The ahock has destroyed her mind," cried Mias Peyton : "my 
shild, my beanteoua,Saiah ia a maniac !" " i . 

"No, no^ no," cried Prances, "it is fever; she ia li^t-headed-* 
ahe must recover-^ she shall recover." f 

' The aunt caught joyfully at the hope oonveyed in this suggeatian, 
and despatched Katj to request the *™"^^«*»^ aid and advice of 
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Dr. ffitgrcaTM. The surgeon was finmd enqoirmg among the men 
for professional employment, and inquisitiTelj examining everj 
braise and scratch that he coold induce the stnrdj warriors to ao* 
knowledge thej had reoeiTed. A summons, of the sort oouTejcd 
hj Kaijj was instantlj obeyed, and not a minute ekpsed before he 
was by the side of 3Iifis Peyton. 

'^ This is a mehineholy termination to so joyful a commencement 
of the night, madam," he observed, in a sootliing manner ; " but 
war must bring its attendant miseries.; though doubtless it often 
supports the cause of liberty, and improTcs the knowledge of suip- 
cal science." 

Miss Peyton could make no reply, but pointed to her niece, in 
agony. 

'' 'T is feyer," answered Frances ; '^ see how glassy is her eye, and 
look at her cheek, how flushed." 

The surgeon stood fop* a moment, deeply studying the outward 
symptoms of his patient, and then he silently took her hand in his 
own. It was seldoyi that the hard and abstracted features of Sit- 
greayes discoyerod any violent emotion; all his passions, seemed 
schooled, and his oountenance did not often betray what, indeed, his 
heart frequently felt In the present instance, however, the eager 
gase of the aunt and sister quickly detected his emotions. After 
laying his fingers for a minute on the beautiful arm, which, bared 
to the elbow, and glittering with jewels, Sarah suffered him to retain, 
he dropped ii^ and dashing a hand over his eyes, turned somowfully 
away. • *. • 

"Here is no fover to excite— >'tis a case, my dear znaduu, for 
time and care only; these, with the Uessing of God, mttj ci^l* t a 



cure. 



" And where is the wretch who hasSKised this ruinT' excLdm'' i 
Singleton, rejecting the support of his man, and making an effr 
liae from the chair, to which he had been driven by debilicy. . 
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h in'tiin thai we turmoaub our ^emiefli ii^ oonqiiered, tliey cim 
bilicl such wounds as this.'' 



'^'''Dosl think, foolish hoj" said LawtoUi with a hitter smiky 
^that hearts can feel in a colonj? What is America bat a satellite 
of England^to move as she moreSy follow where she wists, snd 
AxoBf that the m^^ther conntrj may beoome more splendid hj her 
rsdianoef Snielj joa forget that it ia honour enough (or a colonisi 
to lecwre min from the hand of a child of Britain.'^ 

^I forget not that I wear a sword," said Singleton, fidling }mA 
exhausted; "but was there no willing arm ready to avenge thai 
lovely sufferer ~- to appease the wrongs of this hoary father V^ 

"Neither arms, nor hearts are wanting, sir, in such a cause;" 
bustling up to his side; "but chance oftenlimes helps the wicked. 
By hearens I'd give Roanoke himself, for a dear field with the 
miscreant!" 

" Nay I captain dear, no be parting with the hone, any way," said 
Betty; "it Is no trifle that can be had by jist asking of theri^t 
person, if yee're in need of silver, and the baate is sure of foot, snd 
jumps like a squirrel." 

" Woman, fifty horses, ay, the best that were ever reared on the 
banks of the Potomac, would be but a paltry price, for one blow aft 
a villain." 

M Come," ssid the surgeon, "the night air can do no service to 
George, or these ladies, and it is incumbent on us to remove thesa 
where they oan fbd surgical attendance and refreshment Here is 
nothing but smoking ruins and the miasma of the swamps." 

To this rational proposition no objection could be raised, and the 
neeessary orders were issued by Lawton to remove the whole party 
*to the Four Comers.* 
«• A*"^'*^ furnished but few snd very indi&rent carriage-makers aft 

' period of which we irrite, and every Tehicle, that in the leMft 
ed to that dignity, was the manufacture of a T/yndon w*^^****^ 
1 Mr. Wharton left the dty, he was one of the very lew w^oe 
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mmfained the state of a eirriage; andi at the time iShm Pejtoo 

and his daughters joined him in his retiiement| thej had heen ood- 

Tejed to the cottage in the heavy chariot that had once so impooingl j 

rolled through the windings of Queen Street, or emerged, with som- 

hre dignity, into the more spacious drive of Broadway. This vehicle 

stood, undisturhed, where it had heen placed on its arrival, and the 

age of the horses alone had protected the fiivouritea of CsBSsr from 

sequestration hy the contending forces in their neighhonrhood. With 

a heavy heart, the black, assisted by a few of the dragoons, proceeded 

to prepare it for the reception of the ladies. It was a cumbrous 

Tehide^ whose faded linings and tarnished hammercloth, together 

with its panels of changing colour, denoted the want of that srt 

which had once given it lustre and beauty. The ''lion coochant*' 

of the Wharton arms was reposing on the reviving splendour of a 

blazonry that told the armorial bearings of a prince of the church ; 

and the mitre, that already began to shine through its American 

mask, was a symbol of the rank of its original owner. The chaise 

which conveyed 3Iiss Singleton was also sa&, for the stable and out- 

buildings had entirely escaped the flames : it certainly had been no 

part of the plan of the marauders to leave so well-appointed a stud 

behind them, but the suddenness of the attack by Lawton, not only 

dtKoncerted their arrangements on this point, but on many others 

also. A guard was left on the ground, under the command of Hol- 

lister, who, having discovered that his enemy was of mortal mould, 

took his position with admirable cookeas, and no little skill, to guard 

against surprise. He drew off his small party to such a distance 

from the ruins, that it was effiwtually concealed in the darkne«, . - 

while at the same time the light contintted sufficiently powerful to 

discover any one who mi^t ^^proaoh the lawn with an intent to 

plunder. 

. Satiafied with this judknons arrangement^ Captain Lawton made 
his dispositions lor the march. Miss Peyton, her two niece8,'iuid 
"^ttbeUa, were placed in the eharioti whOe the eartcf Mrs. Fbnagan; ^ ^ 



tmply'iapplial with Uankete and a-bed, im iKmoand wilL Aa 
peaon of Captain Siogletoa.- Br. SitgraaTes took ehaiga of tba 
ehaiae and Mr. Wharton. What becamo of the real of tba tuaSLj, 
dnnng thai etentlal ni^t, ia vnknown : fbr Canr alono^ of tha 
* ddmoatifli^ waa to bo foond, if wo ozoept tho hooaekoepor. Having 
diapoaed of tho wholo partj in thia manner, Lawton gairo tho word 
to maidi. Ho xemainod himaelf, fbr a few nunntea, alone, oo tho 
kwn, aoereting variooa pieoea of plato and other valnabloi^ thai ho 
waa ftaxfbl nii|^i tempt tho onpidity of hia own men; when, per* 
oeiving nothing more thai ho ooneetrod likelj to oreroomo their 
honoat7i ho threw himeelf into tho aaddlo with tho idldieri j inten- 
tion of bringing np tho rear. 

^ Stop, stop/' cried a female Toioe : ^ will jon leaye me alone to 
bo mordered? the apoon is melted, I boHero, and 111 have oompen- 
aation, if there 'a law or jnadoo in thia nnhappy land." 

Lawton tamed an eye in tho direction of the aoond, and pei c ei v ed 
a ftmale emerging from tho mina, loaded with a handle, thai Tied in 
riie with tho renowned pack of tho pedler. 

^ Who hare we here,'' said tho trooper, <<ri8ing like a phmniz 
from tho ibmea. Oh 1 bj tho aool of Hippoeiates, bat it ia the 
identical ahe-doctor, of frmoaa needle repataiion. Well, good woman, 
friiai means thia oatcrjr* 

. <<0atci7 1" echoed Eatj, panting ftr breath; <<ia it not diipaiw 
agement onongh to loae a Bilker spoon, hoi I most bo left alone in 
.thia koeacmoplaoe^ to bo robbed, and porii^M mordered f Hirfej 
wooU not aerre me so : when I IWed with Harrej, I waa alwaja 
twatod with respeet, at leaat, if ho waa a little dose with his aecret^ 
and waaleftil of hia money/' 

4 « Then, madam, yon onoe ftnned part of tho hoosdioldof Mr. 
Uarrey i>ircnr . 

** Mjna n$j say I waa tho whdio of hia hooaehold,*' retained Urn 
other; ^therewas nobody boi ^ and ho, and tha old gisiihsnsn ] 
yon didn't know tho old gentleman, peihapar 
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v^Tluit bappiness was denied me: how long did joa live in the 

fiumly of Mr. Birch?" -:- 

' ^ I disremember the precifle time, bat it must have been hard on 
upon.niQe years : and what better am I for it all ?" 

'* Sure enough ; I can see but little benefit that you have deri^ 
firom the association^ truly. But is there not something unusual in 
the moTements and character of this Mr. Birch ?" 

'' Unusual is an easy word for such unaccountables !" replied 
Katy, lowering her yoice^ and looking around her; ''he was a 
wonderful disregardful man, and minded a guinea no more than I do 
a kernel of com. But help me to some way of joining Miss 
Jinitt^ and I will tell you prodi^es of what Harrey has done, first 
and last" 

''You will!" exclaimed the trooper, musing; "here, give me 
leave to feel your arm aboTC the elbow. There — you are not defi- 
cient in bone, let the blood be as it may." So saying, he gave the 
spinster a sudden whirl, that effectually confused all her ftculties, 
until she found herself safely, if not comfortably, seated on the 
crupper of Lawton's steed. * 

" Now, madam, you have the consolation of knowing that yon are 
as well mounted as Washington. The nag is sure of foot, and will 
leap like a panther." 

"Let me get down," cried Ka^, struggling to release herself 
from his iron grasp, and yet afraid of frlling; "this is no 
way to put a woman on a horse; besides, I can't ride without 
a pillion." 

"Softly, good madam," said Lawton; "for although Roanoke 
never falls before, he sometimes rises behind. He is &r from being 
accustomed to a pair of heels beating upon his flanks like a dnmi- 
maJOT on a field day; a angle touch of the spur will serve him for 
a fi)rtnight,and it is by no means wise to be kiddng in this manner, 
fiar he is a horse that but little likes to be outdone." 

"Let me down, I say," screamed Katy; "I shall &1I and be 
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MOaL iJSettdM. I lum.&otlung to hold qq with:- aj tnnft^an fiiD 
of nloabha.'' ■' "•' . • ., . t • f ' -• / . r • 

< . '^Tnie/' retoned the troqperi obMnisg Ihat he had faroqg^ 
bimdk and all from the gromid; ^I peroeiTe thai joa hekng to 
Ifaebaggpige-gaaid; bat my sword4)elfc wiU enciide jour little waii^ 
aa well aa my own/' . • 

:• Eaty waa too much pleaaed with this oompliment to make any 
leiiatanoe, while he buckled her doae to hia own hercnlean fiamei 
and, driTing a spur into his charger, they flew from the kwn with a 
rapidity that defied further denial After pcooeeding for aome tima^ 
at a rate that a good deal dbcompoaed the spinster, they OTcrtook the 
oart of the washerwoman driving slowly over the stones, widi a proper 
consideration for the wounds of Captain Singleton. The occnfienees 
of that eventful night had produced an excitement in the yonng 
addier, that waa followed by the ordinary lassitude of reaction, and 
he lay carefully euTeloped in blankets, and supported by his man, 
bttt little able to oonTerae, thou^ deeply brooding over the past. 
The dialogue between Lawton and his companion ceased with the 
commencement of their motions, bnt a foot-pace being more fiiToaiw 
able to speech, the trooper began anew— 
. ''Then, you have been an inmate in the same house with Hsrrey 
Biiohr 

• ** For more than nine years," said Katy, drawing her bteath, and 
fqcidng greatly that their speed waa abated. 
.' The deep tones of the trooper's voice were no sooner conveyed to 
the ears of the washerwoman, than, taming her head, where ahe sat 
directing the movementa of the mare, ahe put into the diacoane at 
the first panae-* i 

.. ''Belike, then, good woman, yee'r knowing whether or no he'a 
akm to Beelseboob,'' said Bet^; ''it's Sergeant HoUister who*a 
saying the same, and no fool is the Sergeant, any way.^ 

''It'a a aoandaloaa disparagement," cried Katy, vehemently ^ 
*D0 kinder aool than Harvey cairiee a peek; and fbr a gownd or a 
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li^li^proD^'^wniiiiiBTWt^ iBeet, 

■ebabi indeed I For what woold he read the Bible, if ha had deal* 
ingi with the eril apizitr' •;..;..• ..'*.'• 



^ 'H<)^i an honest divil, any way; as I was saying befiwe, the 
guinea was pore. Bat then the Saigeant thinks him amiss, and it's 
no want of bming that blister Hollister has." 

" He 's a fool !'' said Katy, tartly; ^ Harrey might be a man of 
snbstance, were he not so disregudful. How often hare I told him, 
that if he did nothing hot peddle, and woold pat his gains to nse^ 
and get married, so that things at home eoald be kept within doors, 
and leave off his dealings with the rig'lan, and aU incombermenti, 
that he woold soon become an excellent liver. Sargeant HoUister 
woold be glad to hold a eandle to him, indeed !" 

''Pooh !" said Betty, in her philosophical way; ''yee'r no think* 
ing that Mister Hollister is an officer, and stands next the oomet, in 
the troop. But this pidler gave warning of the brush the night, 
and it's no sore that Captain Jack woold have got the day, but for 
the reinforoemenf 

'' How say yoo, Betty,'' cried the trooper, bending forward on his 
saddle, '' had you nodoe of oar danger from Birch T' 

''The very same, darling; and it's hurry I was till the bop was 
in motion ; not bat I knew yee'r enough for the Cow-Boys any time. 
Bat wid the divil on yoar side, I was sore of the day. I'm only 
wondering there's so little plonder, in a business of BeelaebooVs 
oontnving. 

' "I'm obliged to yea fer the rescue, and eqioally indebted to the 
motive. 

"Is it the plunderf But little didltinkofittilllsmrtfas 
moveables on the ground, aome bunt, and some brake, and other 
some as good as new. It would be oonvanient to have one fcatfaei^ 
bed in the oorps, any way." 

"By heavens, 'twae»timely suoooor! Had not Roanoke been 
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siSbf^Sf'tluui Kiiar'boneil^ I mint liaW fiJIen. ?Hxiia aikimil it ins^s 

^It's oontiiiental, joa mane, darilng. - Ooold irrighs Wtj, mil 
k no plenty in Uie states. If the negor hadn't been atajing and 
Cn^dng the Sergeant with hia copper-ooloored looka, and a matter 
cf blarney 'bent ghoats, we shonid hare been in time to hare IdUed 
all the dogs, and taken the rest prisoners." 
. << It is very well ss it is, Betty/' said Lawtoo; <<adaywill yet 
eome, I trusty when these miscreants shall be rewarded, if not in 
judgments npon their persons, at least in the opinions of their lel- 
low«€iti»ns. The time must arrive when America will leam to di^ 
tingoish between a patriot and a robber." • 

''Speak low/' said Eaty; ''there's some who jhink much of 
themseWes, that have doings with«the Skinners." 

"It's more they are thinking of themselves, then, than other 
people thinka of them," cried Betty; "a tief's a tie^ any way; 
whether he stales for King (Jeorge or for Congress." 

"I know'd that evil would soon happen," said Katy; "the son 
set to-night behind a black clond, and the house-dog whined, althoo^ 
I gave him his supper with my own hands ; besides, it's not a week 
ain' I dreamed the dream about the thousand lighted candles, and 
the cakes being burnt in the oven." 

" Well/' said Betty, " if s but little I drame, any way. Xist keep 
an asy oonadenoe and a plenty of the stuff in yee, and yell deep 
like an infant The last drame I had was when the boja pot the 
thistle-tops in the blankets, and then I was thinking that Gaptaitt 
Jack's man was currying me down, for the matter of Roanoke; but 
it's no trifle I mind either in skin or stomach." 
*~ "I'ln sure," said Katy, with a stiff ereotion that drew LawtoQ 
back in his saddle, "no man shall ever dare to lay hands on bed of 
mine; it's undecent and despisable eondnot" 
' "Pooh! pooh r cried Betty; " if yon tag after a troop of horsey 
' a small bit of a joke must be borne : what would bseoms of ^ 
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gtilQi and libertj^ iC Jlie Imjs Iiad nerer » dane shir^ or i drop to ^ 
comlbrt them? Ask Captain Jack, ther^ if they'd f^i^ ^n-.; 
Beeliebooby and thej no olane linen to keep the Tictoj in." r . 
i^I'm a ain^ womani and mj name ia Haynea," said Katy, 
''and I'd thank you to nae no disparaging tenna when speaking 
to me." 

« You mnat tolerate a little license in the tongue of Mn-Flana- 
gan, madam/' said the trooper; '^ the drop she speaks of is often of 
an extnundinaxy siae, and then sho has acquired the freedom of a 
soldier's manner. 

" Pooh 1 Captain, darling," cried Betty, " why do you bother the 
woman? talk like yeersclf, dear, and it's no fool of a tongue that 
yee 've got in yeer own head. But it 's here away that the Sar- 
g^nt made a holt, thinking there might be more divils than one 
stirring, the night The clouda are as black os Arnold's heart, and 
deuce the star is there twinkling among 'them. Well, the mare is 
used to a march after night&U, and ia smelling out the road like a 
pointer slot" 

^ It wants but little to the rising moon," observed the trooper. 
He called a dragoon, who was riding in advance, issued a few orders 
and cautiona relative to the comfort and safety of Singleton, and 
speaking a consoling word to his friend himself, gave Boanoke the 
spur, and dashed by the cart, at a rate that again put to flight all 
the philosophy of Catharine Haynes. . 

: *' Good luck to yee, for a free rider and a bold I" ahouted the 
waaherwoman, as he passed ; '' if yee 're meeting Mister Beelnboob, 
jist back the baste up to him, and show him his consort that yee 've 
got on the crupper. I'm thinking it's no long he 'd tany to chat 
Well, well, it's his life that we saved, he waa saying so himself—- 
thou^ the plunder is nothing to signify." -• ^ 

The cries of Betty Flanagan were too fiuniliar to the ears of Cap* 
tain Lawton to elieit a reply. Notwithstanding the unuaual burden 
that Boanoke sustained, he got over the ground with great rapidityi 
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tf • Jfus PcjtoiL'Wii pMirf ill ft imnnftT tfui% bowei u * it answaol 
the intentioDS of the tnxiper,m no degree eontribiitod to die-eanfisl 
: of liii compairion. * The meetiiig oeeuied bul a ihori dhtenoe from 
tfie qnartezi of Lewton, and at the eune instant the smmxi htoka 
from behind a mam of douda, and threw its li^t upon objecta. ^. ., 

.. Compared with the simple elegance and sohstantial oomloriof the 
Locnsti^ the ''Hotel Flanagan^' presented bat a drearj spectade. 
hk the place of earpeted floon and cortained windows, were the 
jawiMng cracks of a mdelj-oonstnicted dwelling, and boaids and 
fKpet were ingeniously applied to snpply the place of the green 
^aas in more than half the lights. The care of Lawton had antici- 
pated ererj improrement that their situation would allow, and 
Uasing fires were made before the party anired. The dregoott% 
who had been charged with this duty, had conveyed a few n e c cas aiy 
articles of furniture, and Miss Peyton and her companions, on slitt- 
ing, found something like habitable apartmonta prepared for their 
reception. The mind of Sarah had continued to wander during the 
ride, and, with the ingenuity of the insane, ahe accommodated 
ereiy drcumstsnce to the feelings that were uppermost in her own 
bosom. 

. ''It is impossible to minister to a mind that haa sustained sodi a 
blow," said Lawton to Isabella Singleton >• " time and 6od*s meroj 
csn alone cure it; but aomething more may be done towaida the 
bodily comfort of alL Yon are a soldier's dandier, and used lo 
scenes like this; help me to ezdude some of the eoU sir from these 
windows. 

. Mia Singleton acceded to his request, and while Lawton waa en- 
deaYOuring, from without, to remedy the defoct of broken panoS| 
Isabelk was arranging a substitute for a curtain within. 

• "I hear the cart," aaid the trooper, in reply to one of her inter* 
mgatories. " Betty is tender-hearted in the main ; beUete me, pool 
George will not only be safe, but comfortable." 
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ioti^Ood Um hv, te bar omy and Um yoit jI^^^ 
Anrantly. m ^Br. SitgnMW hai gone down tiie md to nieei hiiki I 
know— wbat it thtt^tteringin themooar' -- r,.\ 

4ti Bireedj c^ponte tha window whora thej ttood, were the oni* 
buildings of the fanny and the quick eje of Lawtoo oangkit ai a 
glance the object to which ahe alluded. 

<< T is the glare of fihHurmsy'' aakl die txooper, spring^ from the 
window towards his charger, which jet remained caparisoned al the 
door. His moToment was quick as thought, but a flash of fire was 
followed by the whistling of a bullet, before he had proceeded a step. 
A ^ ^ shriek burst from the dwelling, and the Captain qnng into 
his saddle: the whole was the business of but a moment 

'^ Mount — mount, and follow !" shouted the trooper; and before 
his ostonished men could understand the cause of alarm, Roanoke 
had carried him in safety over tho fence which lay between him and 
his foe. The chase was for li& or death, hot the distance to the 
rocks was again too short, and the disappointed trooper saw his in* 
tended victim ranish in their defis, where he could not follow. 

^^ By the life of Washington," muttered Lawton, as he sheatned 
his sabre, ^^ I would have made two halves of him, had he not been 
BO nimble on the foot — but a time will come V* So saying, ha re> 
tuTicd to hia quarterjji^with the indifierence of a man who knew his 
lifb was at any moment to be offsred a sacrifice to his oountrf . An 
rztraordlnary tumult in the house induced him to quioken his qwed, 
and on arriving at the door, the paniestiiulrcn Katy infbnned him 
thai the bullet, aimed at hia own lifo, had taken eftel in ^lie boson 
of Miss Singleton. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. * • ^« 

r 

* or^r £inh'd w«re hii G«rlnid0»s li|H ! bol ttiU th«r bka< .... j^ 

And beautiful e j q gcMi o u feeni'd to melt 
With love that oould not die! and still his hand 
She pressea to the heait no more that felt 

Gtrind* 9f Wymming* 

Th£ brief airaogementa of the dragoons had prepared two apartments 
lor the reception of the ladies, the one being intended as a sleeping 
roonii and sitoated within the other. Into the latter Isabella was 
immediately oonTejed, at her own requesti and placed on a rude bed 
bj the side of the nnoonscioas Saiah. When 3Ii8s Peyton and 
Fruioes iew to her asaifltnnee^ they found her with a smile on her 
pallid lipi and a oomposure in her countenance, that induced them 
to think her uninjured. 

, ^VGod be praised I" exclaimed the trembling aunt; *' the report 
of fireHumsy and your fidl, had led me into an error. Surely, suielyi 
there was enough of horror before; but this has been spared us." 

liRbfHft pressed her hand upon her bosom, still smilin|^ but with 
'a i^iastliness that curdled the blood of Frances, — 

"is George fiur distantr she ssked, <'let him know— hasten 
him, that I may see my brother, once again/' 

^'^ It is as I apprehended r .shrieked Miss Peyton; *'but yo« 
■nile — surely you are not hurt I" 

<< Quite well — quite happy," murmured Isabella; ''hero is a" 
lumedy for every pain." 

Sarah arose from the rcdining posture she had taken, and gaaed 
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wfldlj al ber oomiMiiioiL She Btrateked fbrth lier own liaadi and 
niaed that of Isabelk from her bosom. It waa djed in blood/ 

''See/' aaid Sarah, ''but will it not wash awaj lore? ihirj, 

• jooDg woman, and then no one ean expel him from your heart, un- 

leaa*' — she ladded, whiapering, and bending over the other, ~->''joii 

ibd another there before joa; then die, and go to heaven — there 

are no wires in heaven/' 

The lorelj maniac hid her (ace under the clothes, and continued 
silent during the remainder of the night. At this moment Lawton 
entered. Inured aa he waa to danger in all its forms, and accus* 
tomed to the horrora of a partisan war, the trooper could not behold 
the ruin before him, unmoved. He bent over the ftagile form of 
Isabella, and his gloomj ovc betraved the workings of his soul. 

" Isabella,'' he at length uttered, <' I know you to possess a courage 
beyond the streogth of women." 

"Speak,'' she said, earnestly; ''if you have any thing to say, 
speak fearlessly." 

The trooper averted his fiice aa he replied — " None ever receive ^ 
a ball there, and survive." 

"I have no dread of death, Lawton," returned Isabella— "I 
thank you for not doubting me ; I felt it, from the first" 

"These are not scenes for a form like yours," added the 
trooper: "'tis enough that Britain calls our youth to the field; 
but when such loveliness becomes the victim of war, I sicken of my 
trade." 

"Hear me. Captain Lawton," said Isabella, raising herself with ' 
' difficulty, but rejecting aid : " from early womanhood to the present 
hour have I been an inmate of camps and garrisons. I have lived 
lo cheer the leisure of an aged &ther,aDd think you I would change 
those days of danger and privation for any ease ? No ! I have the * 
consolation of knowing, in my dying moments, that what woman 
eould do in such a cause, I have done." 

" Who could prove a recreant, and witness such a qurit t Hun- 
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• nr-yr fttah*dw«raliisG«rlnid0'sli|M! biitptiUth«rbka< 
.... And beautUbl eiprestioo teeni'd to mdt 

^ With love that could not die ! and ttUl his hand 
She preHea to the heart no more that felt 

Gtfirudt tf Wffomuigm 

m 

Th£ brief anangementa of the dragoons bad prepared two apartmenta 
for the reoeptioQ of the ladies, the one being intended as a sleeping 
room, and situated within the other. Into the latter Isabella was 
immediatelj oonreyedi at her own request, and pboed on a rude bed 
bj the side of the uneonsdoos Sank When 3Iiss Pejton and 
Frances flew to her assistance^ thej found ber with a smile on her 
pallid lipy and a oompoeuie in her oountenanoe, that induced them 
to think her uninjured. 

/VGod be praised I" exclaimed the trembling aunt; ''the report 
of fire«nnsy and your hHll, had led me into an error. Surely, surely, 
there was enough of horror before ; but this has been spared us.'' 

Tiwbfllt pr es sed her hand upon her bosom, still smiling, but with 
'a l^iastlineas that curdled the blood of Frances, — 

^Ib Gkorge far distant?" she asked, ''let him know «— hasten 
him, that I may see my brother, once sgain." 

/'It is as I apprehended I" .shrieked Miss Peyton; ''but you 
mile— > surely you are not hurt r 

^ Quite well — qtiite bappy," murmured Isabella; "hero is a 
lumedy for every pain." 

Sarah arose from the rcdining posture she had taken, and gated 
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wildlj al her oompanion. She Btratched fbrth her own handy and 
raised that of Isabella from her bosom. It was djed in blood/ 

^See/' said Sarah, ''but will it not wash awaj loveP Many, 
joong woman, and then no one can expel him from your heart, mi« 
less*' — she louidedy whispering, and bending over the other, — ''you 
find another there before you; then die, and go to heaven — there 
are no wives in heaven/' 

The lovely maniac hid her (ace under the clothes, and continued 
silent during the remainder of the night. At this moment Lawton 
entered. Inured as he was to danger in all its forms, and aocus* 
tomed to the horrors of a partisan war, the trooper could not behold 
the ruin before him, unmoved. He bent over the fragile form of 
Isabella, and his gloomy eye betrayed the workings of his soul. 

'' Isabella,^' he at length uttered, " I know you to possess a courage 
beyond the strength of women.'' 

''Speak,'' she said, earnestly; "if you have any thing to say, 
speak fqprlessly." 

The trooper averted his fiioe as he replied — "None ever receive ^ 
a ball there, and survive." 

"I have no dread of death, Lawton," returned Isabella — "I 
thank you for not doubting me; I felt it, fit)m the first" 

"These are not scenes for a form like yours," added tho 
trooper: "'tis enough that Britain calls our youth to the field; 
but when such loveliness becomes the victim of war, I ncken of my 
trade." 

"Hear me. Captain Lawton," said Isabella, raising herself with " 
difficult, but rejecting ud : "from early womanhood to the present 
hour have I been an inmate of camps and garrisons. I have lived 
to cheer the leisure of an aged fiither, and think you I would change 
those days of danger and privation for any ease ? No I I have the ^ 
consolation of knowing, in my dying moments, that what woman 
eoold do in such a cause, I have done." 

" Who oould prove a recreant, and witness such a spirit t Hun- 
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•oal among -them ••lL''^Tr".>L:r •%! .iiiur ji.i ts 7 #i:rv.;iui9 n i .'gtlu^ oi 
U^^TMihoMmloolj/'iudlMbelk; ^mjwsM. and ilnDgai ksf«^ 
denied me the deaicai of priTilq^ Baft to joo, Captain Lawton,^ 
naftnie haa been moce boontifal: jon hate an ana and a beait to 
devote to tlie eaoae; and I know they are an ann and a heart that- 
will prore true to the last And George — and — ^*' she paaaed, her 
Up qohrered, and her eje sunk to the floor. 

,MAnd Donwoodier added the trooper; ^'woold yon apeak of 
Donwoddier 

^ Name him not^" aaid Isabellay Binking back, and concealing her 
free in her gumenta: 'UeaTe me, Lawton— prepare poor Geoige 
for this nne^^ected bbw/' 

The trooper oontinood for a little while gasing, in melancholy 
interest, at the oonnilaiTe shudderings <^ her frame, which the scanty 
oorering oonld not conceal, and withdrew to meet his comrade. The 
hitenriew between Singleton and his sister was painful, and, for a 
moment, IsabeUa yielded to a borst of tendemeas; bat, aa if aware 
that her hoars were nombered, she was the first to roase heraslf to 
exertion. Aft her earnest request, the room was left to herself, the 
Captain, and Frances. The repeated implications of the soigeon, to 
be permitted to ose professional aid, were steadily itjeeted, and, aft 
length, he was obliged unwillingly to retixe. 

''Baise me,'' said the dying young woman, ''and left me kok oa 
a foce thaft I lore, once more." Frances silently complied, and Isa-* 
beDa turned her eyea in sisterly aflection upon George — ''Iftmaft* 
tors but little, my brother; — a few hours must dose the scene.'* * 
, ''Live, Isabella, my sister, my only sister T cried the youth, with 
a burst of aoRow thaft he could not control; ''my fotherl my poor 
fother— " 

"There is the sting of death; but he is a-aoldier and a Christian. 
Miss Wharton, I would speak of what infteresto yoit, while jeft I 
have strength for the taak." .... . . . . ^ 
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ij{^aj/ 1 nid iVauoefly tendeily^ f! oompoas yoozaelf ; kt no imai> 
to oblige mo endanger a life that ia preciona to — to— -ao many/'^ 
The w(Hda were nearly stifled by her emotionsy for the other had 
touched a chord that thrilled to her heart "^- *^ . 

. ^ PooTi aenndve girl V* said IsabelLii r^;arding her with tender 
interest; ''bat the world ia ^till before yon, and why shoold I dis- 
turb the little happiness it may afford I ' Dream on, lovely innocent ! 
and may Gkxi keep the evil day of knowledge £ur distant V 

. '' Oh, there is even now little left for me to enjoy/' said Frances, 
burying her face in the clothes ; '' I am heart-stricken, in all that I 
most loTed/' 

''No!" intemipted Isabella; "yon have one inducement to wish 
for life, that pleads strongly in a woman's breast. It is a delusion 
that nothing but death can destroy — " Exhaustion compelled her ' 
to pause, and her auditors continued in breathless suspense, until, 
reoorering her strength, she laid her hand on that of Frances, and 
continued more mildly — " Miss Wharton, if there breathes a spirit 
congenial to Dunwoodie's, and worthy of his lore, it is yout 



own." 



A flush of fire passed over the fiioe of the listener, and she raised 
* her eyes, flashing with an ungovernable look of delight, to the coun- 
tenance of Isabella; but the ruin she beheld recalled better feelings, 
and again her head dropped upon the covering of the bed. Isabella 
watched her emotion with a look that partook both of pity and admi- 
ration. 

"Such have been the feelings that I have escaped," she ooo- 
tbued ; " yes, Miss Wharton, Dunwoodie is wholly yours." • 

"Be just to yourself, my sister," exclaimed the youth; "let no 
romantic generosity cause you to forget your own character." 

She heard him, and Jxed a gase of tender interest onhia fiue, but 
alowly shook her head as she replied — . 

^"It is not romance, but truth, that bids me speak. Oh I how 
much have I lived within an hour! Mias Wharton, I waa bore 
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ander »- lMinung-«aii/«iid 'my.frdiiigS'Meai lo^:]!!.^ imbibed Hi 
wamthpl hm eziated for punooi only.^ rrrp^Tn ,! ^tf^^^d-ult^i 
{r>i^8aj nol 80 — say not ao^ I implore joa,V bried die ag^nted 
birollMr; ^th]]ikh<mdeTOledhatbeen joar lore to ovr aged &lbcr; 
haw diamterestad, how tender^ jour affoction to me I^ * ^ ' :~: A 

** Yes/' aaid laabeHa, a smile of mfld pleasure beaming on ber 
coantenaDee; ''that, ai least, is a refleetioa wbicb may be taken te 
tke graTe/' • • • •» 

■ , Neither I^ancea nor her brother mteirapted her meditations^ 
which oontinned for several minutes; when, soddenly recoDeeting 
"herself, she oontinned — « 

'^I remain selfish even to the last; with me, Sliss Wharton, 
America and her liberties was my earliest passion, and — '* again 
she paused, and Frances thought it was the struggle of death thai 
followed; but reriving, she proceeded — "Why should I hesitate, 
on the hrink of the grave ! Dunwoodie was my next and my hst 
But,*' buying her &oe in her hands, ^Mt was a love that was un- 
sought" 

' '^ Isabella !'' ezdaimed her btother, springing from the bed, and 
pacing the floor in disorder. 
. *' See how dependent we become under the dominion of woildly 
it is painful to Geoige to leam that one he loves had nol 
superior to her nature and education." 
. ^ Say no more," whimpered Frsnces; ''yon distress us both — say 
no more, I entreat you." 

M In justice to Dunwoodie I must speak; and for the same re as on, 
my brother, yon must listen. By no act or word has Dunwoodie 
ever induced me to believe, he wished me more than a ftiend : nay, 

htteriy, I have had the burning shame of thinking that he avoided 

._ ft 

my presence* 

'-. ^ Would he dare !" said Singleton, fiercely. *> 

-.i'^Peaoe, my brother, and listen," continued Tff^bftlla^ rousing hei^ 

sdf with an efbrt that was final ; '^ here is the innocent, the justSt* 
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riJgcwiaegf ^WelaMlKHh-motHeri^pW that ^imt^tliiit ttidd^' 
plain-hearted, obaerring aimt^ has giTen joa the idctoiy. -^Oh I hoir 
maeh ahe hwea, who losea a female goaidian to her joatL* I hare 
exhibited those feelingi .irhich joa hare been taiight to repreHU- 
After thia, can Lwiah to IhoP' -•• • •-* 

re ^ Isabella 1 mj poor laabella ! yon wander in joor mind." 
• 7 ^But one word more — for I feel that blood, which erer flowed 
too swiftl ji mshing where nature nerer intended it to go. Woman 
most be sought to be prised; her life is one of concealed emotions; 
blessed are they whose early impressions make the task free from 
hypocrisy, for soch only can H happy with men like — like Bon* 
woodie." Her voice fiiiled, and she sonk back on her pillow in 
silence. The cry of Singleton brought the rest of the party to her 
bedside, but death was already upon her countenance; her remain 
' ing strength just sufficed to reach the hand of George, and pressing 
it to her bosom for a moment, she relinquished her grasp, and, with 
a slight couTulsion, expired. 

Frances Wharton had thought that fitte had done its worst, is 
endangering the life of her brother, and destroying the reason of her 
sister; but the relief conveyed by the dying declaration of Isabells 
taught her that another sorrow had aided in loading her heart with 
grie£ She saw the whole truth at a gknce; nor waf the manly 
delicacy of Dunwoodie lost upon her — every thing tended to raise 
him in her estimation ; and, for mourning that duty and pride had 
induced her to strive to think less of him, she was compelled to sol^ 
stitnte regret that her own act had driven him from her in sorow, 
. if not in desperation. It is not in the nature of youth, however, to 
despair; and Frances knew a secret joy in the midst of their dia> 
tress, that gave a new siting to her existence. * tt-,/. 

The son broke forth, on the morning that succeeded this ni^t of 
desolation, in unclouded lustre, and seemed to mock the pettf soc^ 
rows of those who received his rays. Lawton had early ordered hir 
steed, and was ready to mount as the 0" «t burst of light broke ofw 
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the luUiMi^^Hifl. onkn woro already' g»Tei^ and-.fthof iRwper tiirair«Iiif 
leg aeiiMi the eaddle> in nleiioe; and, tasdng a glaaoa.oC.fiBraa eha- ^ 
grinattliaiianowapaee tliathad&Toiixed tbeflig^lof thaSkuiaeri'J 
litf ga^a Boanoka tfae run, and mofad alowly lowarda the TaUejr.r .• . 
•%The alillneai of death perraded the road, nor naa there a an^ : 
Teatige of the aoenea of the night, to tarnifth the lorelineas of a gh»» 
riona mom. Strnek with the oontrast between man and natorey the 
ftarleaa trooper rode by each pass of danger, regardleas of what mi^ 
h^»pen; nor did he rouse himself from hia moaing, until the noble 
ehaiger, snuffing the morning air, greeted the steeds of the goard 
under Sergeant Hollister. 

Here, indeed, was to be seen sad evidence of the midni^t fray; 
bat the trooper glanced his eye over it with the coolness of one so- 
customed to such sights. Without wasting the momenta in useless 
regrets, he proceeded, at once, to bnainess — 

^ HaTo yon seen any thing V he demanded of the orderly. 

^ Nothing, sir, that we dared to charge upon," returned HoUisteri 
^ but we mounted once, at the report of distant fire-arms." 

'< "T is weU," said Lawton, gloomily. <' Ah ! Hollister, I would 
gm the animal I ride, to hare had your single arm between the 
wretch who drew that trigger and these useless rocks, which orer- 
hang ereiy bit of ground, aa if they grudged pasture to a nngle hoot" 

^ Under the li^t of day, and charging man to man, I am as good 
aa another; but I can't say that I'm orer^bnd of fighting with thoss 
tiiat neither steel nor lead can bring down." 

. ^ What nlly crotchetia uppermost^ now, in tfiat mystified bnin 
of thine. Deacon Hollister V 

,** I like not the dark object that has been mancBUTring in the 
akst of the wood since the first dawn of day; and twice, during the, 
night, it waa seen marching across the fire4ight, no doubt with evil 
intent". 

''Is it yon ball of bbck, at the foot of the rock-maple, that jou 
mean? In truth it mores." : • .i i *« 
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withAiffiiIravereiioe:'^'U'j^de8 idong, bat xio feet have been aeeA ' 
bj'uij who wafeeb here."' -^'i-"- ' -.- '••--' ' *' ♦-•■«: •-■•^^ 

'' Had it wings," cried Lawton, ^it ia mine; stand hat, until I 
job/' ' The wofds were hardly uttered before Roanoke was flying 
across the plain, and apparently verifying the boost of his master. ? 

'^* Those coraed rocks I" ejacokted the trooper, as he saw the ob- 
ject of his porsnit approaching the hill-side; bat^ either from want 
of practioe or from terror, it passed the obTioos shelter they offered, 
and fled mto the open phun. 

** I have yon, man or devil I" shouted Lawton, whirling his sabre 
from its scabbard. ** Halt, and take quarter !" 

His proposition was apparently acceded to; for, at the sound of 
his poweiful voice, the flgure sunk upon the ground, exhibiting a 
shapeless boll of black, without life or motion. 

''What have we here?'' cried Lawton, drawing up by its side; 
''a gala suit of the good maiden, Jeanette Peyton, wandering around 
its birth-place, or searching in vain for its discomfited mistress?'' 
He leaned forward in his stirrups, and placing the point of his sword 
under the silken garment, by throwing aside the covering, discovered 
part of the form of the reverend gentleman who had fled from the 
Locusts, the evening before, in his robes of oflBoe. 

' '< Li* truth, Hollister had aamd ground flxr his ahum ; an army 
chaplain is, at any time, a terror to a troop of horse." 

The clergyman had collected enough of his disturbed &cnltie8,'to 
diseover that it was a fiwe he knew, and, somewhat disconcerted at 
the terror he had manifested, and the indecent attitude in which he 
had been found, he endeavoured to rise, and offer some e^lanation. 
Lawton received his ^[wlogies good-humooredly, if not with much 
&ith in their truth; and, after a short communication upon the 
state of the valley, the trooper courteously alighted, and they pro* 
oeeded towards the guard. 

''I am so littk sfignaintod, sir, with the rebel uniform, that I 
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Nttlly waa ODftble to dintingniali/ irhediBr Hums BMn, irlioni'jiiirdqf 
ai0 jirar own, did or did not bdong to tho guig oTaiinRiden." '^ ^^ 

.^ApoIogTi OTy is XiXiTiwmmrsl* replied tbe trooperi cmliiig Ui*^ 
lipj^^itisnotyoartMkyaeamiiiiaterof God, totako note of tfio - 
fiuangp of a ooat The eCaadaid under which yoa oer?« ii adnow- 
•^lodged bj us alL'' • - 

''I tenre under the standaid of hie gncioas mftjeet^ George HL,'* 
retamed the priesty wiping the ooM sweat from hie brow; ^bnl 
reall J the idea of being scalped has a strong tendenej to uunaa a 
new beginner, like myself/' 

'< Scalped r' echoed Lawton, stopping short in his walk; then 
recollecting himself, he added, with oomposore,— ^If ii is to Dvn- 
woodie's squadron of Virginia li^t dragoons thai yon allnde, it maj 
be wdl to inform yon that they generally take a bit of the skull with 
the skin." 

<< Oh ! I can have no apprehensions of gentlemen of your appeal^ 
anoe,''ssid the dirine, with a smirk; ^itis thenattvea thatlqiprs* 
bend." 

'^Nadrea ! I hare the honour to be one, I do assure you, sir/' 

''Nay, I beg that I may be understood — I mean the IbdianB; 
they who do nothing but rob, and murder, and destroy/' 

«And scalp !" 

^ Yes, or, and scalp too," oonlinued the clergyman, ^eing his 
companion a little suspiciously; ''the oopperooloured, savags 
Indians." 

<< And did you expect to meet thoee noeejeweUed gentry m the 
neutral ground f" 

.''Oertainly; we understand m Enghmd that the interior 
with them." 

''And can you thia the interior of Ameriear* oriedLawtoo,afdB 
halting, and staring the other in the ihee, with a surprise too 
rally expresaed to be counterfeited. 

"Surely, nr, I eoocave myself to be in the mterior/' 
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wildly at her oompuiioiL She stzetched forth her own handy and 
tuaed that of Isabella from her bosom. It was dyed in blood/ 

^See/' said Sarah, ''but will it not wash away love? Many^- 
yoong woman, and then no one can expel him firom yoor heart, nn« 
leas*' — she 'added, whispering, and bending over the other, — ''yoa 
find another there before you; then die, and go to hearen — there 
are no wires in heaven/' 

The lovely maniac hid her fiioe under the clothes, and continued 
silent during the remainder of the night. At this moment Lawton 
entered. Inured as he was to danger in all its fonns, and accus- 
tomed to the horrors of a partisan war, the trooper could not behold 
the ruin before him, unmoved. He bent over the fragile form of 
Isabella, and his gloomy eye betrayed the workings of his soul. 

'' Isabella," he at length uttered, '^ I know you to possess a courage 
beyond the strength of women.'' 

<' Speak,'' she said, earnestly; ''if you have anything to say, 
speak fearlessly." 

The trooper averted his fiioe as he replied^'' None ever receive " 
a ball there, and survive." 

''I have no dread of death, Lawton," returned Isabella — ''I 
thank you for not doubting me; I felt it, from the first" 

''These are not scenes for a form like yours," added the 
trooper: "'tis enough that Britain calls our youth to the field; 
but when such loveliness beoomes the victim of war, I sicken of my 
trade." 

" Aear me. Captain Lawton," said Isabella, raising herself with ' 
difficulty, but rejecting aid : "from early womanhood to the present 
hour have I been an inmate of camps and garrisons. I have lived 
to dieer the leisure of an aged fiUher, and think you I would change 
those days of danger and privation for any ease ? No I I have the ^ 
consolation of knowing, in my dying moments, that what woman 
eould do in such a cause, I have done." 

"Who could prove a recreant, and witness such a spirit I Hun* 

14* 
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•«>I UtB'betfd them mentioiMd in tar irm^ Mfd'tlie fri|;^Mie4 
dhrine; ^ind had thought them to he theabori^net.'^ f^ ^ .tniMaxaoo 
'i'^Yod did tbe'BATiges injnatioe.'' ^ ■ ^'-^ *" -so^'^^^Mn^ Lnmol mi 
^ They now approached the spot occapied hj HoUister, who witnctt * 
ed with soiprue the character of the prifloner^mado hj hia o^ilain ' 
jAWton gare hia ordersi and the men immediately cmnmeneod •»> 
coring and removing such articl98 of fumitoxe aa were thought wortliy 
of the trouble ; and the captain, with hia rererend eMociatej who 
waa mounted on a mettled hone, returned to the quarters of the 
troop. 

It waa the wish of Singleton that the remains of his sister should 
be conveyed to the post comtuandcd by his fiither, and preparatioQa 
wero early made to this effect. The wounded British were placed ' 

under the control of the chaplain ; and towards the middle of the 
day, Lawton saw all the arrangements so fiir completed, aa to render 
it probable that in a few hours he would be left, with hia niaU 
party; in undisturbed poascssion of the Comers. 

While leaning in the door-way, gazing in moody silence al the 
ground which had been the scene of the last night's chaae, his ear 
caught the sound of a horse, and the next moment a dragoon of his 
own troop appeared dashing up the road, aa if on business of the Issl 
importance. The steed was foaming, and the rider had the i4ppesr> 
ance of having done a hard day's service. Without speaking, he 
placed a letter in the hand of Lawton, and led his charger to the 
stable. The trooper knew the hand of the major, and ran hii eye 
over the following : — 

'' I rejoice it is the order of Washington, that the &mily ef the 
Locusts are to be removed above the Highlanda. They are to be 
admitted to the society of Captain Wharton, who waita only ftr their 
testimony to be tried. Ton will communicate thia order, and with 
proper delicacy I do not doubt The English are moving up the 
river; and the momcnt<you see the Whartona in safety, break ^ 
and join your troop. There will bo good service to be done wbm 









wa pieeiy is Sir Henzj is reported to have eent^oat m real aoldier in 
oommand. Beporte must be made to the oommandant at PeekskilV 
for Colonel Singleton is withdrawn to head-quarters, to preside. over 
the inqniiy upon poor Wharton. Fresh orders have been sent to 
hang the pedler if we can take him, but they are not from the com- 
mander-in-chief. — ^Detail a small guard with the ladies, and get into 
the saddle as soon ;us possible. 

^' Yours, sincerely, 

"Peyton Dunwoodie." ^ 

This communication ^tirely changed the whole ammgement 
There was no longer any motive for removing the body of Isabella, 
since her father was no longer with his command, and Singleton re- 
luctantly acquiesced in an immediate interment *A retired and 
lovely spot was selected, near the foot of the adjacent rocks, and 
such rudo preparations were made as the time and the situation of 
the country permitted. A few of the neighbouring inhabitants 
collected from curiosity and interest, and Miss Peyton and Frances 
wept in sincerity over her grave. The solemn offices of the church 
were performed by the minister, who had so lately stood forth to 
officiate in another and very diffisrent duty ; and Lawton bent his 
head, and passed his hand across his brow, while the words that ac- 
companied the first dod were uttered. 

A new stimulus was given to the Whartons by the intelligence 
conveyed in the letter of Dunwoodie; and Caesar, with his horses, 
was once more put in requisition. The relics of the property were 
entrusted to a neighbour, in whom they had confidence ; and, ao- 
oompanied by the unconscious Sarah, and attended by four dragoons 
and all of the American wounded, Mr. Wharton's party took their 
departure. They were speedily fiiUowed by the English chaplain, 
with his countiymen, who were conveyed to tiie water-side, where a 
vessel was in waiting to receive them. lawton joyfully witnessed 
these movements; and as soon as the latter were out of sight^ he 
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xvdflred Ua own bo^a to aouiicL * 'Enarj thmg wai instuitly ia 
motum. The iDttB of Mza. Flanagan was agunfitfteoad to tlio out; 
Dr. Sitgrearaa ezliibited hia ahapeleaa fbnn onee moio on lionaback ; 
and Hie trooper appeared in the aaddle^iejoiGinginluaemancipatioQ. 
The word to maidi was g^Ten; and Lawton, throwing a look of 
aoUen ferocity at the place of the Skinner'a concealment^ and an* 
other of melancholy regret towarda the grave of Taahellai led the 
wayi accompanied by the soigeon in a brown study; while Seigeant 
Hollister and Betty broof^t np the rear, leaTing a fieah aootheriy 
wind to whistle through the open doors snd Imdcen windows of the 
** Hotel Flanagan/' where the langh of hilarityi the joke of the 
hardy partisan, and the lamentations of the soirowing, had so lately 
eohoecL 
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CHAFTEB XXV. 

No T«fiul bloooM their torpid roelu array, 
Bol winter, liiiferinf, chille the Up of Sfey; 
No wphyr ftndlj him the meaotain't breaet. 
Hut meteon fflaie, and atomy f loooe inveat. 

OdimmOu 

m 

IflB ruttiLi of West^ester are, nt this hoar, below the improT^ 
mento of tho oonatiy. Their conditioa nt the time of the tale hat 
already been alluded to in these pages; and the reader will, there- 
fiire, easily imagine the task aasumed by Cossar, when he undertook 
to goide the translated chariot of the English prelate throngh their 
windings, into one of the len frequented passes of the Highlands of 
the Hudson. 

While CoBsar and his steeds were contending with these diflieut 
ties, the innmtes of the carriage wens too much engrossed with their 
own cares to attend to tiioee who served them. The mind of Sarah 
had ceased to wander so wildly as at first; but at every advance that 
she made towards reasoui she seemed to retire a step fiom.anim^ 
tion; from being excited and flighty, she was gradually becoming 
moody and melancholy. There were moments, indeed, when her 
anxious companions thought that they could discern marks of recol* 
lection; but the expression of exquisite woe that accompanied these 
transient gleams of reason, forced them to the dreadfril alteraatif* 
of wishing that she might for ever be spared the agony of thought 
The day's march was performed chiefly in silence, and the party 
found shelter for the night in different farm-houses. 

The following morning the cavalcade dispersed. The wooadel 







-^ ^- Ji fg ig e d towMdg the metf irith the intention -of taldiig^water"it 
Peftaikill, in order tobe tnuaportedtothehogpitabof the Ainericen 
. « vmyabofe. The litter of Singleton waa-oonTejed to a pert of the 
Hi^ilande where his fiither held his qnarteiSy iind where it was in- 
tended thit the yonth ahoold complete his eoze; the eeiriage of Mr. 
Wherton, accompanied by a waggon conTeying the hooaekeeper and 
what baggage had been sared, and could be transported, resomed its 
roato towards the place where Henry Wharton waa held in doreasey 
and where he only waited their arriTal to be pat on trial fer his lift. 
* The coontiy which lies between the waters of the Hodson and 
Long-Island Soond, is, for the first forty miles from their junction, a 
socceasion of hills and dales.. The Lmd bordering on the latter Acn 
becomes less abrapt, and gradually assomcs a milder appearance, 
nntil it finally melts into the lovely plains and meadows of the Con- 
necticat But as yon approach the Hudson, the rugged aspect in- 
creases, until yon at length meet with the formidable banier of the 
Highlands. Here the Neutral Ground ceased. The royal aimy 
held the two points of land that commanded the southern entrance 
of the river into the mountains; but all the remaining passes were 
guarded by the Americana. 

We hare already stated that the pickets of the continental anny 
were sometimes pushed low into the country, and that the hamlet of 
the White Plaina was occasionally maintained by parties of ite troops. 
At other times, the advanced guards were withdrawn to the notthem 
^ . extremity of the county, and, as has been shown, the interme£ate 
country was abandoned to the ravages of the misereante who plun* 
dered between both armies, senring ndther. 

The road taken by our party was not the one that communicates 
between the two principal cities of the state, but was a retired and 
anfre<{uented pass, that to thia hour is but litde known, and whi^ 
entering the hiUs near the eastern boundary, emergea into the plain 

above, many miles from the Hudson. ^ 

"^ It would have been impossible for Uie tired steeds of Mr. Whar* 
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'ton t&dng .the beafj chariot up the lengthened and ateep aaoenta 
which now lay faefinre them; and a pair of country hones were pro- 
cured, iwith bat little regpod to. their owner^a wiahes* by the two 
.diagoona who atill continned to accompany the party. With thdr 
aaaiatance, Casar waa enabled to advance, by slow and toilsome 
steps, into the bosom of the hills. Willing to reliere her own me- 
lancholy by breathing a fresher air, and also to lessen the wei^t, 
Frances alighted as they reached the foot of the mountain. She 
fbnnd that EjUy had made similar preparations, with the like inten« 
tion of walking to the sommit. It was near the setting of the son, 
and, from the top of the mountain, their guard had declared that the 
end of their journey might be discerned. Frances moved forward 
with the elastic step of youth; and, followed by the housekeeper at 
a little distance, she soon lost sight of the sluggish carriage, that 
was slowly toiling up the hill, occasionally halting to allow the cattle 
to breathe. 

'' Oh, Miss Fanny, what dreadful times these be !" said Katy, 
when they paused for breath themselves; '^ I know'd that calandty 
was about to befall, ever sin' the. streak of blood was seen in the 
clouds/' « 

'' There hss been Uood upon earth, Katy, though but little ia 
ever seen in the clouds." 

^'Not blood in the doudsT' echoed the housekeeper; ''yes, that 
there hss, often, and comets with fiery, smoking tails. Didn't peo- 
ple see armed men in ike heavens, the year the war begun? and, 
the night before the battle of the Plains,* was n't there thunder, like 
the cannon themselves? — Ah I Miss Fanny, I'm fearful that no 
good can follow rebellion against the Lord's anointed V 

. ''These events are certainly dreadful," returned Fraaoea, "and 
enou^ to sicken the stoutest heart But what can be d<me, Katy? 
—Gallant and independent men are unwilling to submit to opprp^ 
lion; andlam fearful that such scehes are but too common in war/' 

"If I could but see any thing to %bt ahout^" aaid Katy, renew* 
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inglier walk aa the young lady proeeeded, ^I ahonUn't imnd it ao 
nmch. T waa aaid the king wanted all the tea ibr kia own fiunilyy * 
at one time ; and then againy that he meant the eoloniea idioold pay 
over te him all their earnings. Now this ia matter enoogh to fight 
about— for I'm sore that no onoi howerer he may be lord or kin^ 
haa a right to the hard earnings of another. Then it waa all contra 
dietedi and some said Washington wanted to be king himaelf ; so 
that^ between the two, one doean't know which to believe.'' 

'' Beliere neither— • for neither ia tme. I do not pretend to ui- 
derstandy myself, all the merits of thia war, Katj; bat to me it 
aeema nnnatonl, that a cowitry like thia should be mled by another 
80 distant aa England." 

'' So I have heard Harre j say to his father, that ia dead and in 
his grave," returned Katj, approaching nearer to the young la^, 
and lowering her voice. ** Many is the good time that I 've listened 
to them talking, when all the neighbourhood waa aaleep; and such 
oonversaiions, Miss Fanny, that you can have no idea on! — WelL 
* to aay the truth, Harvey was a mystified body, and he was like the 
winds in the good book; no one could teU whence he came, or iriii* 
ther he went" 

Fiances (^ced her eye at her companion with an ^iparent dcaira 
to hear more. 

" There are rumoura abroad relative to the eharaeter of Harreyi" 
ahe said, " that I should be sony were true." 

'' 'T is a disparagement, every word on 't," cried Katj, vehementlf i 
^Harvey had no more dealings with Beliebub than you or I had. 
I'm sure if Harvey had sold himaelf, he would take care to be be^ 
tor paid; though, to speak the truth, he was always a wasteful and 
disregaidfnl man." 

''Xay, nay," returned the smiling Fruieea, ''I have no such ifr- 
jurions suspicion of him; but haa he not sold himself to an earthy 
prince*— one too much attached to the intereate of his nativv islaai 
to be always just to this oountry r' 
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^ To. the king's majesty r'.ieplied ^ty. ."Why, Ui» JF^nny^ .; 
jour own brother that is in gaol serves King Greoige/' . >< ^^ ;, . 

«f Xroe/' said Franoes, '' but not in secret— -openly, manfoUyi and . 
braydy." 

'''Tia said he is a spy, and why an't one spy as bad as another?" 

""Ra untme; no act of deception is worthy of my brother; nor 
of any would he be guilty, for so base a purpose as gain, or promo- 
tion." 

''Well, I'm sure," said Eaty, a little appalled at the manner of 
the young lady, " if a body does the work, he should be paid for it 
Hanrey is by no means partio'lar about getting his lawful dues; and 
I daf'st to say, if the truth was forthcoming, King €re<»ge owes him 
money this very minute." 

''Then you acknowledge his connexion with the British army," 
said Frances ; " I confess there have been moments when I have 
thought differently." 

" Lord, Miss Fanny, Harvey is a man that no calculation can be 
made on. Though I lived in his house for a long concourse of years, 
I have never known whether he belonged above or below.* The 
time that Burg'yne was taken, he came home, and there was great 
doings between him and the old gentleman, but for the life I couldn't 
tell if 'twas joy or grief. Then, here, the other day, when the great 
British general — I'm sure I have been so flurried with losses and 
troubles, that I forget his name — " 

"Andre," said Frances. 

"Yes, Ondree; when he was hanged, aorost the Tappaan, the old 
genticman was near hand to going crazy about it, and didn't sleep 
ibr night nor day, till Harvey got back; and then his money was 
mostiy golden guineas; but the Skinners took h all, and now he k 



* Tlia American party wai eaOed the par^ helonginf ■'abofe,** tiid tha 

Britieh that of •^below.** Hie tBrme had nftrenca to the couree of tlw 

Httdeoo. 
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)7 To this speech Franoee made no xeplyy but oontiiniod her wilk 19 

the hiD, deeply engaged in her own xeflectiona. The aUnsioB to 

Andr6 had recalled her thoughts to the situation of her own hf(^ 

ther. 

They soon reached the highest point in their toilaome progress 
to the summit^ and Frances seated herself on a rock to rest and to 
admire. Immediately at her feet lay a deep dell, but little altered 
by coltiTation, and dark with the gloom rf a NoTember sonset 
Another hill rose opposite to the place where she sat^ at no great 
distance, along whose rugged sides nothing was to be seen but shape- 
less rocks, and oaks whose stinted grorth showed a meagre soiL 

To be seen in their perfection, the Highlands must be passed i^ 
mediately after the fidl of the leaf. The scene is then the finest, for 
neither the scanty foliage which the summer lends the trees, nor the 
snows of winter, are present to conceal the minutest objects from the 
eye. Chilling solitude is the chaiacteristio of the sceneiy ; nor is 
the mind at liberty, as in March, to look forward to a renewed Tege» 
tation that is soon to check, without improring, the Tiew. 

The day had been cloudy and cool, and thin ileeey donds hung 
around the horixon, often promiang to disperse, but as finequently 
disappointing Frances in the hope of catching a parting beam from 
the setting sun. At length a solitary gleam struck on the base of 
the mountain on which she was gating, and mored gracefully up its 
mde, until, reaching the summit, it stood for a minute, fivrming a 
crown of glory to the sombre pile. So strong were the raja^ that 
what was befbrs indistinct now clearly opened to the Tiew. With a 
fiMllng of awe at being thus unexpoctedly admitted, as it were, into 
the secrets of that desert place, Frances gased intently, until, aaaong 
the scattered trees and frntastio rocks, something like a rude struo^ 
' tnrs was seen. It waa low, and so obscured by die colour of its 
materials, that but for its roof, and the. glittering of a windowjit 



eieoted bj diacorering & habitatum in nich » spot, on moving her 
qns A» peroeiTed anotber otyeet that increaaed her wonder. It 
apparently ma a hninan flgnie, bnt of aingalar mould and unosaal 
deformity. It stood oa the edge of a rock,'^ little above the hut, . 
and it waa do difficult toak for oar heroine to &ncj it was gazing at 
the Tehicla that were aacending the aide of the monntain beneath 
her. The distance, bowerer, was too great to diatingiush with pte- 
dson. After looking at it a moment in breathless wonder, Prances 
had just come to the oonolnaioa that it waa ideal, and that what she 
saw waa a part of the rock itself, when the object moved awiftlj from 
its podtioa, and glided into the hat, at once removing every doubt as 
to the Datoie of either. Whether it was owing to the recent conver* 
sation that she hod been holding with Eaty, or to some fancied re- 
semblance that she discerned, Frances tboo^t, as the figoie vanished 
from her view, that it bore a marked likeness to Birch, moving under 
the wNght of his pack. She oontinned to gaia towards tha myste- 
rions residence, when the gleam of light passed awsy, and at the 
same instant the tones of a bogle rang throngh the glens and hoi- 
lowi, and were re-echoed in every direction. Springing on her fSet, 
die alarmed prl heard the trampling of horses, and directly a par^ 
in the well-^own nsiform of the Virginians came sweeping roond 
the prant of a rock near her, and drew np at a short HintMnnn Affoa 
the bngle somided a lively sbain, snd before the agitated Fianoea 
had time to rally her thooghta, Donwoodie dashed by the party of 
dngoons, threw hiin—lf fhmi his charger, and advanced to her side. 
His manner was earnest and interested, bnt in a sli^t d^reo 
eonBtnined. In a tew words he eqilsined that he had been ordered 
np, with a fntj of I^wton'a men, in the absence of the G^tam 
himself, to attend the trial of Heniy, which was fixed tar the moi^ 
row; and that, ondona for their safety in the rule pasMS of the 
mftnntiin, be had ridden a m^» j^ two in Qoest of the toavellei& 
nanesi villained, with trembling nuce, the teoson of her bong in 
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mlywaotf aiid^tMi§^t liim iiiom«atarilj to ei^eei liia jiimil of hm 
&tlier. The oonstndnt of his manner had, howeter, unwilling j en 
her pai^ oommunieated itaelf to her eurn deportment^ and Ae 
i^proabh of the ohariot was a relief to hotL The Major handed 
her in, spoke a few words of enooongemeni to Hr. Wharton and 
Hiss Peyton, and again moontmg, led the waj towards the plains 
of Fishkill, which broke on their sight, on toning the rock, with the 
effect of enchantment A short half4ioQr broog^t them to the door 
of the fhrm-hooae, which the care of D un woo di e had abeadj pre- 
pared for their reception, and where Captain Wharton waa audonaty 
tzpeoting th(««r arrivaL 
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ThoM limbf are stieiigthenM with a soldier's toil, 

Nor has this cheek been ever blaachM with ftar— 

Bat this sad tale of thine enerrates aO 

Within me that I once coold boast as man; 

Chill trembling agues sein upon m^ frame, 

And tears of childish sorrow poor, apace, 

Tluoiigh scarred channels that were mark*d by womsdsL 



The friends of Henry Wharton had placed ao much reliance on hu 
innocence, that they were unable to see the full danger of his situa- 
tion. As the moment of trial, however, approached, the uneanneaa 
of the youth himself increased; and after spending most of the night 
with his afflicted fimuly, he awoke, on the following morning, from 
a short and disturbed slumber, to a clearer sense of his condition, 
and a surrey of the means that were to extricate him from it with 
life. The rank of Andre, and the importance of the measures he 
was pbtting, together with the powerful intercessions that had been 
made in his behalf, oooudoned his execution to be stamped with 
greater notoriety than the ordinary events of the war. But spies 
were frequently arrested; and the instances that oe cur te d of sum- 
mary punishment for this crime were numerous. These wen fiicts 
that were well known to both Dunwoodie and the prisoner; and to 
thdr experienced judgments the preparations for the trial were 
indeed alarming. Notwithstan^ng their apprehensioDa, they suo* 
oeeded so fiir in concealing them, that neither Miss Peyton nor 
Frances was aware of their extent A strong guard was sfailioned 
in the out-building of the fiurm-houae where the prisoner was quar- 
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: tend, and wmai t en tmeli mkhai flie jmhug tiiafc ip pwached flu 
dwellings Anothftr wm oonstaiitly Mar tlia '.room of die BiitiA 
ofioer. 1* A eonrt waa already detailed to ezamiiia into liw dreom* 
acaooea; and upon their dedaioii the &te of Heniy rated. >* ^ 

' The aiomeDt at length arriTed, and the difoent aeton in the 
appnNiching inveatigation anembled. Fnmeea^yxperienced a feeling 
like anfibcation, aa, after taking her aeat in the midai of her &nilj, 
her ejea wandered over the group who were thna eoDeeted. . Ihe 
jndgesy three in number, aat by themaelTeay clad m the Tcatmenta 
of their profession, and maintained a gnvilj worthy of the occiaioB, 
and becoming in their rank. In the centre waa a man of adyanoed 
years, and whose whole exterior bore the stamp of eariy and long- 
tried military habits. This was the president of the court; and 
Francea, after taking a hasty and nnsatiafiirtoiy Tiew of his aasociatfai 
tamed to his benevolent countenanco as to the harbinger of mercy 
to her brother. There waa a melting and anbdned ezpressioa in the 
featorea of the veteran, that, contrasted with the rigid deeeney and 
oomposnre of the others, could not fidl to attract her notice. His 
attire was strictly in conformity to the prescribed rnks of the ser- 
vice to which he belonged; bat while his hair waa erect and military, 
hia fingers trifled, with a kind of convolaive and anconaoiooa motioo, 
with a bit of crape that entwined the hilt of the sword on which his 
body partly reclined, and which, like himsdf, aeemed a relie of older 
times. There were the workings of an onqoiet aool within; but his 
- military front blended awe with the pity thai ita exhibitioD exeited. 
Hia associates were offioen selected from the eaatem troopa, who held 
the f or tr es s es of West Pomt and the adjacent paasea; th^were men 
who had attained the meridian of life, and the eye aoaghi in vain 
' the expresnon of any passion or emotaoo on which it mi^i seiae ea 
an indication of homan infirmity. In theb demeanoor, there waa a 
^mild, bat a grave, intellectoal reserve. . If there was no frrodty nor 
harahncas to chill, neither waa there eonpassion nor intoraat la 
attract They were men who had long acted nnder the ^*?— ^"Vp 
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of ••' pnidentxe»jn,^ttid.'whoBe:fbdiiig9'8eeined tnined to a perfiwl 
nfaansaoii' to their'jiidgnieiitB."»; *"i'* '^j ?r.v inj -.A .:":i. ;•%?/[) 
'•nBefora these arbitcra.Gf his fiito Henzy Wharton was vsheiedi 
under the costodj of srmed men. A profoond and awful sOenoe . 
Biiooeeded his eutrance, and the blocd of Frances chilled as she 
noted the grave character of the whole proetedings. There was but 
.little of pomp in the preparations, to impress her imagination; but 
the rese r ved, business-like air of the whole eocne made it seem, in- 
deed, as if the destinies of life awaited the result. Two of the judges 
sat in grave reserve, fixing their inquiring eyes on the object of their 
investigation; but the president continued gazing around with uneasy, 
convulsive motions of the muscles of the &oe, that indicated a rest* 
lessness, foreign to his years and duty. It was Colonel Singleton, 
who, but the day before, had learned the &te of Isabella, but who 
stood forth in the discliarge of a duty that his country required at 
his hands. The silence, and the expectation in every eye, at length 
struck him, and making an effort to collect himself, he spoke, in the 
tones of one used to authority. 
' ^ Bring forth the prisoner," he suid, with a wave of the 
hand. 

The sentinels dropped the points of their bayonets tgwazds the 

judges, and Henry Wharton advanced, with a firm step, into the 

centre of the apartment All was now anxiety and eager curiosity. 

Fiances turned for a moment in grateful emotion, as the deep and 

/perturbed laeathing of Dunwoodie reached her can; but her bro' 

ther ag^ oonoentrated all her interest in one feeling of intense care. 

In the back-ground were arranged the inmates of the femily who 

jowned the dwelling, and behind them, again, was a row of shining 

.feces of ebony, glistening with pleased wonder. Amongrt thetfe wm 

/the fiided lustre of CsBsar Thompson's countenance. ^ - 

. ../^You are said,'' continued the preadent^ ''to be Henry Wharton, 

a captain in his Britaimic majesty's 60th regiment of feof . 

«I.im." 
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of a floIdieTi and cannot &il to impress jonr jndgeafiTooDrahly/'^Ji^'SA 

'^It woold be pnidenty'' nid one of bii oompanioii% <*to adnM 
the prisoner' Aat he is bound to answer no more than he deems ne* *'^ 
ecssaiy: slthongh weare acoortof martialhiw,yBCy in thisrospeely ' 
we own the principles of all free governments." 

A nod of approbation from the nlent member was bestowed on -^ 
this remark^ and the president proceeded with eaation, reftmng to 
the minntee he held in his hand. . . 

''It is an accusation against yon, that^ being an officer ci the . 
enem ji yon passed the pickets of the American annj at the White 
Phuns, in disguise, on the 29th of October last^ whereby yoa m 
suspected of views hostile to tho interests of America, and have 
subjected yourself to the punishment of a spy/' 

The mild, but steady tones of the spesker, as he slowly repeated 
the substance of this charge, were full of authority. The aoensatioo 
vraa so plain, the fsets so limited, tho proof so obvious, and the 
penal^ so well established, that escape seemed impossible. Bol 
Henry replied, vnth earnest giaoe— 

''That I passed your pickets in disguise, is true; but — *^ 

"Peace!" interrupted the president; "the usages of war are . 
stem enough in themselves; yoa need not aid them to your own 
condemnation." 

"The prisoner can retxaot that declaration, if he please," nmaik- 
ed another judge. "His confessiop, if taken, goes fiilly to pro?» 
the charge." 

" I rstraet nothing that is true," said Henry, proudly. 

The two nameless judges heard him in silent co m pos ur e, yet thsra * 
war no exaltation minted with their gravity. The prwrident now 
i^tpeared, however, to take new interest in tiie scene. 

"Tour sentiment is noble, sir," he said; "I only regret thai n 
yoothftd soldier should so far be misled by loyalty aa to lend U»* 
self to the parposes of deceit." . . •^-* ' 






e^jM^oeit V* ^jpohoed, Whaitoa;^ :f^J thoog^t it pnidenfc^ to^gaaid . 
ig^'"«* eaptoTB from mj enemies*' m* -it • • *...'<.-.% -^f* .«.r*.N«;.4^ ^^ 

^. A aoldier, Captain Wharton, ahoold never meet his enemj but 
openljy ■'Mi Jn\** ^TTi in h*f ^^^^j I have served two kingii^ ..* 
England, as I now senre my native land; bat never did I approach . 
a foe, nnlcas under the light of the son, and with honest notice thai , 
an enemy was nigh.'' 

''You are at liberty to ezphiin what your motives were in entering -i 
the ground held by our army in disguise/' said the other judge, with 
a slight movement of the muscles of his mouth. 

-« I am the son of this aged man before you/' continued Henxy. 
" It was to visit him that I encountered tho danger. Besides, the 
countiy below is seldom held by your troops, and its very name 
implies a right to either party to move at pleasure^ over its teni- 
tory." 

*' Its name, as a neutral grou nd, is unauthorised by law; it is an 
appellation that originates with the condition of the countiy. But 
wherever an anny goes, it carries its rights alon^^ and the first is, 
the abili^ to protect itself. 

« I am no casuis^ sir," returned the youth; ''but I ftel that mj 
&ther is entitled to my aflection, and I would encounter greater 
risks to prove it to him in his old age." 

" A very commendable spirit," cried the veteran; ''come, genile- 
men, this busmess bii^tens. I coufess, at first, it was very bad; 

but na man can censure him for desiring to see his parents." 
''And have you proof that such only was your intentionf" 
"Yes — here," said Henxy, admitting a ray of hope; "hws is 

proof — my fkther, my sister. Major Dunwoodie, all know it" .. 
:." Then, indeed," returned his immovable judge, " we may be abW 

to save you. It would be weD, sir,, to eiamine fbrtfaer into Aia 

business." 
M Certainly," said the president, with alacri^; "let the elder Mr 

Wharton approach and take the oath." 

15* 
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^({QiA fiiihfltt onde jm 'dExtttlieQmpQstaywd/sdfaadBg'iiilli a 
feeble step, he complied with the neoenttj feoBe-cf the ooui.'^ ^ai 

** Yoa aie the father of the priaonerr' Mid Ooleiiel Sin^eioo, b 
A mbdiied Toiee, after panaing a moment in leepeei finr the tgit^^iiw 
of the jritnees. ^ - » . ♦ i i • 

-. ^He is mjonljson." v 

.. ^ And what do yoa know of his Tiait to jour homey on the 29th 
day of October laatT 

:..)■*' He came^ as he told jou, to aee me and hia ntexa.'' 
... ''Was he in diegoiaer aaked the oiher judge. 
, •< He did not wear the uniform of the 60th." 
. ''To see his sisterBy too 1" aaid the pfeaident with great emodon. 
^Have joa danghtera, airr' 

•^I haye two— -both are in thia hooae." 

« Had he a wig?" interrupted the oflioer. 

''There waa aome such thing, I do belierey upon hia head.^ 

.''And how long had joa been aeparatedT' aaked the pfeaident 

"One year and two montha." 

"Did he wear a looae greai-ooai of ooarae materials T* inqnirad 
fthe oflioer, referring to the piqper that contained the ehargea. 
'"There waa an orer-ooat." 

" And yoa think that it waa to aee yoOi only, that he came eat 7^ 
•"Me, and my dangfaten." 

"A boy of apirity" whiapered the preaident to hia aileat comrade. 
•''I aee bat little harm in aoeh a freak; 'twaa impndenty bat then it 
ima kind." 

"Do you know that yoar aon waa intraated with no <wmmM«r« 
bom Sir Heniy Clinton, and that the Tiait to yoa waa not merdy a 
^loak to other dosignaf" ? ...i 

"How can I know itr nid Mr. WhartoOy in ahrm; "wooU Sir 
. Heniy introat me with aoeh a boaincaar' : / 

" Know yoa any thing of thia paaa V exhibiting the peper Aat 
* Oanwnodie had retained when Whartoo waa taken. i : « 
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& Ai^N(Mng^--^nfonjafhxmoiaT,^ cried the iktiier dinxik- v 

logfiom the. paper as firoim eontagion. ••♦ '• ^» i'"v -li ;v*^i* j^'O-i , 

i^l **Oll your Otth ?*'--• '■'5. #:''-i*l "■♦» .* ."ni .in >•-«! v;^>x '* - 

''Have you other testimonj? — thia does notliTail joa. Captain 
Wharton. You have been taken in a atoation where jonr life ia 
forfeited; the kbour of proving your innocence rests with yooraelf. 
Take time to reflect, and bo cool." • r* 

There was a frightful calmness in the manner of this judge that 
appalled the prisoner. In the sympathy of Colonel SingletoUi he 
could easily lose sight of his danger; but the obdurate and collected 
air of the others was ominous of his fete. He continued silent, cast- 
ing imploring glances towards his friend. Dunwoodie understood the 
appeal, and offered himself as a witness. He was sworn, and desired 
to relate what he knew. His statement did not materially alter the 
case, and Dunwoodie felt that it could not. To him personally but 
little was known, and that little rather militated against the safety 
of Heniy than otherwise. His account was listened to in alenoe, 
and the significant shake of the head that was made by the silent 
member spoke too phiinly what cf&ct it had produced 

''Still you think that the prisoner had no other object than what 
he has avowed?" said the president, when he had ended. 
. " None other, I will pledge my life," cried the major, with fervour. 

" Wm you swear it?" asked the immovable judge. 
. ' ^" How can I? God alone can tell the heart; but I have known 
this gentleman from a boy ; deceit never formed part of his dmracter. 
He is above it." 

* /' Tou ny that he esei^ed, and was retaken in open aims?" said 
die preaidont 

'..^i^He was; nay, he received a wound in the oombai. You see ho 
yet moves his ann with difficulty. Would he, think joo, air, have 
trusted himself where he could fell again into our hacds, unless coo* 
scioua of innooenoe?" :<'••( •• «> - . 
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- ^Would AmM nafi^dflierled a iUdtif brt%Jttqor ]>aBnpoodiey 
had he enooiintei«d sooh an ercniy near-TaiiTtowiir' iftked hiadeli 
herate examiner. . ^la it nol naiozal ti^yonth to MekglotjI^^j:'' .^ 
•ii.f'Bo joa call thia gloi7 T" ezdaimed the major; ^an ignonint* 
oaa death, and a taniahed name.'' 

ui*' Major Donwoodiei'' letunied the other, atill with iniretoiate 
gimvi^ *^jmi hate noted nobly; jour dntjr haa been aidnona and 
aerere, bat it haa been fiiithfully and honourably diaehaiged; ooia 
mnai not be lets ao.'' 

I * Dnring the examination, the moat intenae intereat prewled among 
thehearera. With that kind of feeling which eoold not aepaiate the 
principle from the canae, most of the anditon thought that if Dim* 
woodie fiuled to more the hearta of Heniy's jndgea, no other poa> 
■wed the power. CaBSur throat hia miwhapen form forward; and 
hia features, ao expressTe of the oonoem he felt, and ao diffareni 
from the vacant ooriositj pietured in the ooontenanoea of the other 
blacfca, eaii^t the attention of the ailent jndge. For the ifast tioM 
he q>oke — 

*i Let that bhck be brooght forwanL" 

It waa too late to retreat^ and CsBsar found himself confronted 
with a row of rebel officers, before he knew what waa iqypennost m 
his thon^ts. The others yielded the examination to the one who 
anggested it, and naing all doe deliberation, he proceeded aoeordingly. 
* <<Yoa know the prisoner f 

I.ffl tink he ooght," retomed the black, in a manner aa aententioaa 
ia that of hia examiner. 

''Did he give yon the wig, when he threw it aaidef 
. ' "I don't want 'em,'' grambled CiBaur; ''got a berry good hair 
he'selt" ■ -^ 

^ Were you employed in carrying any letters or meswges while 
Captain Wharton waa m year masler'a hooae r 

'« I do what a tell me," retained the UacL 

"Bat what did they ten yoo to dor ^^ 
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iit^.Sooa^^. nid Goknel Si^gletmiy with dignitjT^ ^ymi^haTie thtf 
nobla admowledgmeat of a geoileiimn; what more can joa oblam 
firam this fliaTB f Ci^pteiii WbartoOj joa peroem the imfortaDate im* 
pRSBion against joa. Hare joa other testimony to addnoe T' ' 

: To Heniy there now remained bat little hope ; his confidence in 
his secorilj was fiist ebbing, bat with an indefinite expectation of 
awistaniM^ firom the loTelineas of his sister, he fixed an earnest gaie 
on the^pallid features of Frances. She aroee, and with a tottering 
step mored towards the judges ] the paleness of her cheek continued 
but for a moment, and gave place to a flush of fire, and with a light, 
but film tread, she stood before them. Raismg her hand to her 
polished forehead, Frances threw aside her exuberant locks, and dis- . 
played a picture of beauty and innocence to their Tiew that might 
have moTcd even sterner natures. The president shrouded his eyes 
for a moment, as if the wild eye and speaking countenance recalled 
the image of another. The movement was transient, and recover- 
ing himself, he said, with an earnestness that betrayed his secret 
wishes— 

** To you, then, your brother previously communicated his inten* 
tu)n of paying your fiunily a secret visit?" 

''No I— no r said Frances, pressing her hand on her biain, as if 
to collect her thoughts; " he told me nothing — we kndw not of the 
visit until he arrived; but can it be necessary to explain to gallant 
men, that a child would incur haaard to meet his only parents and 
thai in times like these, and in a aitoation like can 7" 
I ''But was Ihis the first iuoAlt Did he never even talk of doing so 

befbref" enqoized the colonel leaning towards her with patenal 
interest * .; 

, ;''Certainly — certainly,'' cried Frances, catching the STpreiian 
of his own benevolent countenance. "This is but the fisurth of his 
viaita.'' 

"I knew itT' i»^^i«i«^ the veteran, rubbing hia hands with do> 
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Ul^t/^an adTentartMy lrarai4iearted'*ioir'^lWTant me, gMl^ 
mm, a fiery soldier in the field ! In whet diflgaieee'did he eomef^^ 

«Iii nonei for none were then neceflsezy; the rojal troops oororsd 
the 'coontry, and gare him safe psasage.'* • * '- ' ' 

"^ ^And was this the first of his visits oat of the nnifonn of his 
regiment?'' asked the colonel, in a suppressed Toiee, avoiding the 
penetrating looks of his companions. 

. MQh I the very fimt," exclaimed the eager giil; '< his first ofiienoe^ 
I do assore you, if ofience it be." 

' ^ Bat you wrote him — yoa oiged the viat; sorely, yoang Isdy, 
yon wished to see yonr brother 7*' added the impatient colonel 

"That we wished it, and prayed for it, — oh, how fervently we 
prayed for it! — is true; but to have held communion with the 
royal army would have endangered our father, and we dared not'' 

'' Did he leave the house until taken, or had he intercourse with 
any out of your own dwelling?" 

<'With none — no one, excepting our neighbour, the pedler 
Biieh." 

'' With whom ?" exclaimed the colonel, turning pale, and shrink- 
ing as from the sting of an adder. 

Dunwoodie groaned aloud, and striking his head with his hand| 
cried, in piercmg tones, '^ He is lost P' and rushed from the ^Muri* 
ment 

. "But Harvey Birch," repeated Frances, garing wildly at the door 
throu^ which her lover had disappeared. 

' " Harvey Birch 1" echoed all the judges. The two immovable 
members of the court exchanged looks, and threw an inquisitive 
l^ance at their prisoner. 

"To you, gentlemen, it can be no new intelligenoe to hear thai 
Hsrvey Birch is suspected of fiivouring the royal cause," said Henry, 
;igain advancing before the judges; "for he has already been con- 
demned by your tribunals to the f^iA that I now see awaits myseifl 
I wiU thenilbre explain, that it was by his sssistsnce I proeored the 
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pagBiBo,. juitt , paaBedr your pickets; bat to my dying moment, and 
with my dying breath; I will avow, thai my intentions were as pmn 
•a the innocent being before you." 

'^ Captain Wharton/' said the preeident, solemnlyi ''the enemies 
of AgjQpcan liberty have made mighty and sabtle efforts to over- 
throw our power. A more dangerous man, for his means and eda- 
catioD, is not ranked among our foes than this pedlcr of West-Ches- 
ter. He is a spy — artful, delusivey and penetrating, beyond the 
abilities of any of his class. Sir Henry could not do better than to 
a ssociate him with the officer in his next attempt He would haTe 
saved Andre. Indeed, young man, this is a connection that may 
prove &tal to you!" 

The honest indignation that beamed on the countenance of the 
aged warrior, was met by a look of perfect conviction on the part of 
his comxadts, 

''I have rained him I" cried Frances, clasping her hands in ter- 
ror; ''do you desert us ? then he is lost, indeed T 

"Forbear! — lovely innocent — forbear!" said the colonel, with 
strong emotion; "you injure none, but distress us alL" 

" Is it then such a crime to possess natural affection V said Fran- 
ces, wildly; "would Washington — the noble, upright, impartial 
Washington, judge so haxahly ? delay, till Washington can hear his 
tale." 

"It is impossible," said the president^ oovering his eyes, as if to 
hide her beauty from his view. 

':^." Impossible ! oh I but for a vreek suspend your judgment On 
my knees I entreat you, as you will expect mercy yourself, when no 
human power can avail you, give him but a day." 
•i/f It is impossible/' repeated the oolonel, in a voice that was nearly 
ehoked; "our orders are peremptory, and too long delay has been 
ffrea already." 

.'He turned from the kneeling suppliant, but could not, or woaU 
Qot^eoEtrieate the hand that she gnsped with frensied fervour.- :/ *- 






'^JEtemamfjour prilOller/^ind.olle of^tfat- jiidgev,to«iha QfioflK^f.^ 
wbo'liad die cbuge of .Henxy. r^^.Cdloiiel Smglelonj -ahall WrJ 
witiidntwr .; • •• -• j t • »., -=1^. ...it t,;, .-••••'ir.:| 

<<Siii^etoiiI Singletimr' edioed Fiances; ^then joa.an a.v 
fiithery and know bow to pilj a frther^e woes: joa oannot^ wil|l jol^ 
wound a heart that is now nearly emshed. Hear me. Colonel S&- 
g^too ;aa God will listen to jonr dying prayeiBy bear moi and span ; 
my brother r 

^'Bemore hery" said the colonel, gently endeaTOoring to e»tricate 
his hand; bnt none H>peared disposed to obey. IVances eagerly 
strove to read the expression ol his sTerted hcef and resisted sll bis 
effnts to retire. 

*^ Colonel Singleton I how lately was yoor own son in snifcring 
and in danger I under the roof of my fibber he was cherished— -under 
my father^s roof be found shelter and protection. Oh ! suppose that 
son the pride of your sge, the solace and protection of your infiot 
children, and then pronounce my brother guilty, if yon daieT' 

^ What right has Heath to make an executioner of me T' ez« 
daimed the Teteran fiereely, xismg with a fine flushed like Are, and 
ereiy Tein and arteiy swollen with su ppr ess ed emotion. ^ But I 
' forget myself; come, gentlemen, let us mount; our painful dui^ 
must be done. 
I I <' Mount not! go not!'' shrieked Frances; ''can yon tear a son 
\ \ from bis patentf a brother from his sister, so coldly? Is this die 
cause I have so ardendy loved ? Are these the 'men that I b«va - 
been tan^t to rererencef But you relent^ yon do bear mo^ you 
will pity and forgive.'' 

''Lead on, genUemen,'' ssid the colonel, motioning towards A^ . 
docr^ Sod erecting himself into an air of military grandeur, in the 
vain hope of quietbg his fodings. 

"Lead not on, but bear me,'' cried Funces, giasping bis baad> 
eoBVukively; "Colonel Singleton, you sre a fiober I — pity— -msnj 
^ m e icy for the son! mercy for the dan^iterl Yes— yon bad n 
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dai^liter. ^'Un this Ixwcxtit* she pimxM'oiit 'Ker^last Inieatkp 
hands doeed her eyes; these Teiy hands, that axe' now clasped in ^ 
prajer, did those oflices for her that yon condemn my poor, poor '" 
broihefj to xeqnire." * ...:'...; ;-.^^...o" 

One mighty emotion the yeteran struggled with, and qaellcd; hat ' ^ 
with a groan that shook his whole frame. He even looked aitmnd ^ 
in consdons pride at his Tictory; but a second burst of feeling con- . 
qoercd. His head, white with the frost of seyenty winters, sank ~ 
upon the shoulder of the frantic suppliant The sword that had 
been his companion in so many fields of blood dropped from his 
nerveless hand, and as he cried — 

'' 3Iay God bless you for the deed V he wept aloud. 

Long and yiolent was the indulgence that Colonel Singleton 
yielded to his feelings. On recovering, he gave the senseless Fran- 
ces into the arqis of her aunt, and, turning with an air of fortitude 
to his comrades, he said — 

^* Still, gentlemen, we have our duty as officers to discharge ; -^ - 
oar feelings as men may be indulged hereafter. What is your plea- 
sure with the prisoner?" 

One of the judges placed in his hand a written sentence, that he 
had prepared while the colonel was engaged with Frances, and de- 
clared it to be the opinion of himself and his companion. 

It briefly stated that Henry Wharton had been detected in j^issing 
the lines of the American army a s a spy, and \a disguis e. That 
thereby, according to the laws of war, he was liable to su£br death, 
and that this court adjudged him to the penalty ; recommending him 
to be executed by hanging, before nine o'clock on the following 
monung. 

-It was not asnal to inflict capital pnnishments, CTen on the enemy, '" 
without referring the case to the commander-in-ehief, for his appro* * 
bation; or, in his absence, to the officer commanding for the time 
being. Bat^ as Washington held his head-quarters at New-Wind- ' 
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n the western btnk of the Hndaoiii soffident time was jet b^ 
them to receiTe hie answer. 

Ilia is short notice/' aaid the Tsteran, holding the pen in his 
, in a sospense that had no objeet; ''not a day to fit one so 
I for heaven f' 

rhe rojal officers gave Hale* hat an honr/' returned his com* 
i " we have granted the nsoal time. Bat Washington has the 
r to extend it| or to pardon.'' 

rhen to Washington will I go/' eiied the Colonel, retarmng the 
r with his signature; ''and if the services of an old man like 
nr that brave boy of mine, entitle me to his ear, I will yet save 
routh." 

Baying, he departed, fall of his generous intentions in &veQr 
'enry Wharton. 

le sentence of the court was communicated, with ^»roper tender- 
to the prisoner; and after giving a few necessaiy instmctiona 
e officer in command, and despatching a coorier to head-quarters 
their report, the remaining judges mounted, and rode to their 
quarters, with the same unmoved exterior, but with the eon* 
SQC88 of the same dispassionate integrity, that they had main- 
d throughout the triaL 



in Ameriean officer of this iumm was dt te ctod withm the Britiih linoi^ 
igQiM, in March of miliUiy inftrmatioD. He was tried and eitcated, 
.ted in the text, as toon as the preparations ooold be made. It is nid 
le was reproaehed under the gallewi with dishooooring the rank he held 
• &iB. ••What a death fiir an officer to die r said one of his eaplera 
^ntlemen, any death is hooooraUe when a man dies in a eanse like 
>f America,** was his answer. 

idM was eiecnted amid the tears of his enemies; Hale died unpitifdv 
nth reproachea in hie ean ; aaid yst one was the fiettm of ami 
Ihei of devotion lo his ooontiy. Poslsritf will do jostiee beli 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

Have joa no ooantermaad bit QawJio ys^ 

But he moft die tiMiiorrow? 

A FBW hours were passed by the prisoner^ after his sentcnoe was re- 
ceived, in the bosom of his £imilj. Mr. Wharton wept in hopeless 
despondcnc J over the untimely fate of his son ; and Frances, after 
rocovering from her insensibility, experienced an anguish of feeling 
to which the bitterness of death itself would have been company 
tiroly light Miss Peyton alone retained a vestige of hope, or pre- 
sence of mind to suggest what might be proper to be done under 
their circumstances. The comparative composure of the good aunt 
arose in no degree from any want of interest in the welfiire of her 
nephew, but it was founded in a kind of instinctive dependence o n 
the chara cter of Washingto n. He was a native of the same colony 
, with i.erself ; and although his early military services, and her fre- 
quent visits to the fiimily of her sister, and subsequent establishment * 
at its iiead, had prevented their ever meeting, still she was frmiliar 
with his domestic virtues , and well knew that^e rigid inflexibility 
for wliich his public acts were distinguished formed no port of his. 
^ ^ reputt.tion in J^rivate life. He was known in Yirginia as a consis- 
tent, but just and lenient master; and she felt % kind of pride in 
asBOciftting in her mind her countryman with the man who led the 
armies, and in a great measure controlled the destinies, of America. 
She knew that Henry was innocent of the crime for which he waa 
eondemned to snflbr. and, with that kind of simple fidth that la ever 
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to be foandin tlie mosi ingennoaa diaiicteE% could noi oonooiTtt of ^ 
thoM oonstnietioiu and mterprstations of law tbal inllieted panislft- 
mentwithoat the aetual existeDoe of crima. Bat ereii hw eoofiding 
hopes were doomed to meet with a ipeedj tennimUioD. Towards • 
noon, a'reipment of militia, that was quartered on the banks of the • 
iiTer, moved np to the ground in front of the honae that held our. 
hennne and her family, and deliberately pitched their tents, with the 
sTOwed intention of remaining nntil the following morning, to give 
^ solemnity and effect to the execution of a British spy. 

Donwoodie had peifoimed all that was required of him by his 
ordersi and was at liberty to retrace his steps to his expecting squad* 
ron, which was impatiently waiting his return, to be led against a 
detachment of the enemy, that was known to be slowly moving up 
the banks of the river, in order to cover a party of foragers in its 
rear. He was accompanied by a small party of Lawton's troop, under 
the expectation that their testimony might be required to convict the 
prisoner; and Mason, .the lieutenant, was in command. But the 
confession of Captain Wharton had removed the necessity of exsmin- 
ing any witnesses on behalf of the people.^ The major, from an 
unwillingness to encounter the distress of Heniys friends, and a 
dread of trustmg himself within its influence, had spent the time wo 
have mentioned in walking by himself, in keen anxiety, at a short 
'^distance from the dwelling. Like Miss Peyton, he had some reliance 
' on the mercy "f.T^."lbing^^tlPa,ftJ^"Vgl^ pmpxii^tfl nf tgfi fe ^^1^^ and 
. de^ndency were continually crossing his mind. To him^the^rales 
of service were fiuniliar, and he was m<»e nmintrrnnfB} tfl mnsidnr his 
general in the capacity of a rulcrj.ihaa. as evhihiring tha eharao* 
teristics of the individual A dreadful instance had too recently 
occtfTfed, which fully'proved that Washington was above the weak* 
ness of sparing another in mercy to hjyiself. Whfle padng, with 
hurried steps, through the orchard, labouring under these constantly 
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'reearring doQbtBy enHTened bj^ranaent njfl'tsf 'Hopoi Mafiod ap-^^ ^ 
pniached, aoooatred oompletoly for the atddle. ' - "* ') 

r '< Thinking yoa mi^t have fozgotten the news bioagfat this mom- ^ 
ing fiom below, sir, I have taken the liberty to order the detachment • 
imder anns/' ladd the lieatenant| Tery oooUyi ontting down with hn 
alieathed sabre the mnllen tops that grew within his reacL 

*^ What newB V cried the major, starting. 

'' Only that John Bull is ont in West-Chester, with a train of 
waggons, which if he fills, will compel ns to retire through thefle 
eorsed hills, in search of proTender. These greedy Englishmen are 
■0 shut up on York Island, that when they do Tentare out, they 
seldom leave straw enough to furnish the bed of a Yankee heiress/* 

"Where did the express leave them, did yoa say? The intelli- 
gence has entirely escaped my memory/' 

" On the heights above Sing-Sing," returned the lieutenant, with 
no little amanment '' The rood below looks like a hay-market, and 
all the swine are sighing forth their lamentations, as the com passes 
them towards Eangsbridge. Qeoige Singleton's ordeiiy, who brought 
up the tidings, says that our horses were holding consultation if they 
ahodd not go down without their riders, and eat another meal, for 
it is questionable with them whether they can get a full stomach 
again. If they are suffered to get back with their plunder, we shall 
not be able to find a piece of pork at Christmas fiit oiough to fry 
itaelf/' 

' " Peaoe, with^ this nonsense of Singleton's orderiy, Mr. Mason," 
eried Dunwoodie, impatiently; "let him learn to wait tho oiden of 
his superiors." 

'"I beg pardon in his name, Major Dunwoodie," said the subal 
ten; "bat^ like myself, he was in enor. We both thought it waa 
the order of Oeneral Heath, to attack and molest the enony when- 
enrer he ventured ont of his nest" 

"iteoollect younelf, Lieutenant Mason," said the major, "or I 
may have to teaoh you that your orden pav throu^ me." 







^^^I knoir i^* Major P on iroo di e ^^I know it; and I am aoR^rtL^ 
.yofdr memoiy k to bad aa to'forget thai I iie?er liara yel LuMliirf 

to obey tfaem.'^ 

<"-*'^For^^ me, Maaon/* eried Donwoodiey taking both hia bandi; 
''I do know joa for a brara and obedieni aoUier; forget mj b« 
moor. Bat thia bonneas— Had joa ever a fiiend T' 

• ''Naji naj/' interrapted the lieatenant; ^forgive me and mj 
honest leaL I knew of the orders, and waa fearful that eensura 
mi^t fidl on mj oflker. But remain, and let a man breathe a 
ajUable against the corps, and every sword will start from the seih- 
bard of itself; besides, they are sdll moving np, and it is a long 
road fhmi Groton to Kingsbridge. Happen what may, I see plainly 
that we shall be on their heels before they are housed again." 

^Oh! that the courier was retamed firam head-qnartera !" ez> 
claimed Duiwoodie. ** This suspense is insapportable." 

^ Yon have yoor wish," eried >Iason; ^'here he is at the moment^ 
and riding like the bearer of good news. God send it may be so; 
fbr I can't say that I partiealariy like myself to see a brave yomg 
fellow dnncing upon nothing." 

Donwoodie heard bat Tery little of this feeling declaratjoo ; fbr, 
ere half of it was attered, he had leaped the fence, and stood belbn 
Hie msBscngtr. 

' «What newsf cried the major, the mom«kt thai the soUBer 
stopped his horse. 

•^'^Goodr exclaimed the man; and fMing no heritatioo to intrast 
an oAoer ao well known as Major Donwoodie, he placed the paper 
in his hands, aa he added, ''bat yoa can read it, sir, fbr yoaradf 

• D on woo d ie paosed not to read; bat dew, with die daslie tsptmg 
of joy, to the diamber of the prisoner. The sentinel knew him, and 
he waa sofered to pass withoot qoestion. • « ^v^*^ 

^ Oh I Peyton," cried Frances, as he entered the apartment^ '^ joo 
look like a messenger fhmi heaven t bring yoa tidingi cimmjV* 
*fHere, Fraaoea — here, Henry— 'here, dear eoosiii Tnannfie^^ 
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cned 'die youdi| as with trembling hands he'bcoke the seal yi '[here 
» Uia letter itself, directed to the captain of the guard. : -Bnl 
listen—" 
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r «:A11 did listen with intense anxiety; and the pang of blasted hope 
was added to their miserji as they saw the glow of delight which had 
beamed on the coantenanoe of the major give place to a look of 
norror. The paper contained the sentence of the coort, and under- 
neath was written these simple words — 

" Approved — Geo. "Washin oton." 

'' He 's lost, he 's lost I" cried EranceS| sinking into the arms of 
her aunt 

' ^' My son ! my son !" sobbed the fiither, ** there is mercy in hearj 
Yen, if therd is none on earth. 3Iay Washington never wont thatn 
mercy he thus denies to my innocent child !" 1 

" Washington !" echoed Dnnwoodie, gazing around him in vacant i 
horror. *^ Yes, 'tis the act of Washington himself; these are his I 
characters; his very name is here, to sanction the dreadful deed." J 



y . ^' Cruel, cruel Washington!" cried Miss Peyton; '^ how has &mi- [ V. 
/ liarity with blood changed his nature I" J 

J "Blame him not,"8aid Dunwoodiej^ 'j^it is the^neral, and nol [ \^ 
f the man ; my life on it, he feels the blow he is compelled to inflict" [ "ir 
" I have been deceived in Tiim," cried^Prancei"' '^ He is not the 
saviour of his country; but a cold and merciless tyrant Oh t Pey- 
ton, Peyton ! how have you misled me in his character!" 

"Peace, dear Frances; peace for Ood's sake; use not suoh lan- 
guage. He is but the guardian of the law." 

"You speak the ^nth. Major Dunwoodie," said Heniy, recover* 
tng from the shock of having his last ray of hope extingmshed, and 
advancing from his seat by the side of his fiither. "I, who am to 
BoSer, blame him not Every indulgence has been granted me that 
I can ask. On the verge of the grave, I cannot oontinue unjust At 
such a moment, with so recent an instance of danger to your cause 
from treason, I wonder not at Washington's unbending justice. No- 
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thing now ranains baito ptepu^ for ditt *&te irikioh ao^ipaadilly -.t 
awaits me. To joo, Major Dnnwoodie, I mako mj Ibat mpiMt' 

''Name ift^'' said the major, giving otteiance with diffienlfy. 

Heniy tamed, and pointmg to the groap of weeping 
near him, he eontinned— 

''Be a aon to this aged man; help his weakneaa, and defend him 
from an J naage to which the adgma thrown upon me maj anbjeel 
him. He has not many frienda amongrt the mien of thia ooontiy; 
let jonr powerful name be found among them." 

"It ahalL" 

" And thia helplem mnooent," oontinned Henry, pdntmg to where 
Saiah sat, unconadonsof what waapaaaing,— "I had hoped fbr an 
opportunity to rerenge her wrongs;'' a fluah of excitement paamd 
over hia £eatnres; "but such thoughts are evil— I feel them to be 
wrong. Under jour care, Peyton, she will find sympathy and rs- 
fuge. 

"She ahall," whispered Dunwoodie. 

"This good annt has claims upon you alrendy; of her I will not 
speak : but here," taking the hand of Fnnoea, and dwelling npon 
her countenance with an expreasion of fratemi|I afiBelaon«-"herB is 
the choicest gift of alL Take her to your bosom, and cheriah her as 
you would cultiTste innocence and tirtue." 

The major could not repress the eagerness with which he extended 
his hand to receive the predoua boon; but Francea, ihrinking from 
hia touch, hid her &oe in the bosom of her snnl 

"No, no, no I" she murmured; "none can eier be any thing Is 
me who aid in my brother's destruction." 

Henry continued g^sing at her in tender pity Ibr aerend momsnts, 
before he again resumed a discourse that all felt was most peculiai^ 
his own. 

"I have been mistaken, then. I did think, Peyton, that joor 
worth, your noUe deyotaon to a eanse that you have been tang^ Id 
revere, that your kindness to our fiuher when in imprisounsnti jonr 
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ftiendahip fer ma, — b fihort| thai jour ol metor was ODdtntood tod 
Tdnad by my Mter/' -^i 

<'It ia — it ia,'' whiapered Fnnoaa, buyiiig her &oe atill daepar 
in the boaom of her aunt 

<<IbeUeTe,dwHeiii7/'aaidI>imir)odie,<<thiaiaaaabjectthaft * 

had better sot be dwelt upon now/' 

''Tim forget," retained the priaoneri with % faint amiloi ''how 
mneh I have to do, and how little time ia left to do it in.'' 

" I apprehend," continned the major, with a free of fee, "thai 
Sliaa Wharton haa imbibed aome o|»niona of me that woold make a 
oompliance with jour reqneat irkaome to her— opiniona that it ia 
now too late to alter." 

"No, no. no," cried Franoea, quickly; "joa are exonerated, 
Peyton — with her dying breath she remored my doabta." 

"Generooa Isabella!" mnrmnred Dnnwoodie; "tml stall, Heniy, 
qnre your sister now; nay, spare even me." 

" I speak in pity to myself," retomed the brother, gently ramofing 
Fiancee from the anna of her annt . " What a time ia thia to leaTa 
two soch lovely femalea withont a protector!— Their abode ia 
destroyed, and misery will speedily deprive them of their last male 
friend," looking at hia fiUher; "can I die in peace with the know- ^ 
ledge of the danger to which they will be ezpoaedf" 

"Yon forget me," said Miaa Peyton, ahrinking at the idea of 
celebrating nnptiala at aoch a moment 

"No, my dear aunt, I forget yon not^ nor ahall I, nntil I eeaae to 
remember; bat yoa finget the timea and the danger. The good 
woman who lives in thia hoase haa already despatched a flaeaaenger 
for a man of Ood, to amooth my paasage to another wotld.^ 
Franoea, if yoa would wish me to die in peaoe, to feel a aaenrity 
that will aDow me to torn my whole thoughts to heaven, yoa will lei 
thia clergyman unite you to Donwoodie." 

Franoea shbok her head, but remained silent 

"I aak fbr no joy — no demonstration of a felicity that yon wQl 
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.jBOi^ cannot ftdy&rmQiitlui to come; but obtMn a lifdit to to po w « ^ 
ibl name ---gnre him an nndispated title to protect jon--*^ ; f 

Again tlie maid made an impreanTe gesture of denlaL 
.• ^For the sake of that nnoonsdoiiaacifoer — ^' pointing to Sanh, 
«fcr youp sake — for my sake —my aiater — ** 

'< Peace, Henxy, or yon will break my heart,'' cried the agitated 
g^l; ^'not for worlds would I at-soch a moment engage in dM 
solemn TOWS that yoa wish. It would render me miaeraUo for Ufik'* 

''Yon lore him not," said Heniy, reproachfuUy. ''I ooise to 
importone yoa to do what is a^unst pur inclinations.'' 

Frances raised one hand to conceal her ooontcnance, as she 
extended the other towards Donwoodie, and said earnestly — 

''Now yon are nnjust to me — before, you were nnjnst to your* 
self." 

''Promise me, then," said Wharton, musing awhile in silence, 
" that as soon as the recollection of my &te is softened, you wiil gire 
my friend that hand for lift, and I am satisfied." 

"I do promise," said IVanoes, withdrawing the hand that Dun* 
woodie driioately relinquished, without eren presuming to preai it to 
his lips. 

"Well, then, my good aunt," continued Henry, "will you lea^ 
me for a short time alonb with my fiiend f I haTS a few melandio^ 
eommissions with whidi to intenst him, and would spare you and 
my sister the pun of hearing them." 

"There ia yet time to see Wsshington again," said ICss Peyton, 
moTing towards the door; and then, speaking with eztrame dignity, 
aha eontinued — "I will go myself: surely he must listen to a 
woman from faia own eokmy! — and wo are in some degree eoD> 
neeted with his femOy." 

"Why not apply to Mr. HarperT said Frances, reeoDecting the 
parting words of their guest for the first time. 

"ELarperT' edioed Dunwoodie, turning towaida her with tte 
of lightning; ''what of himf do you know him r* • 
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'^'''ItfamTm|''fndHeiix7,dimwingliimnide; *<ntiieet elingi 
to hope with the fondnoH of 4 mtia. Betirey n j lote, and lesTi 
me with my friend.'* 

But Frances read an ezpreflsion in the eye of Dnnwoodie thai 
chained her to the spot ' After atrng^iiig to command her feelingi| 
ahe continned^- * 

''He stayed with us fbr two days — he was with os when Heniy 
was arrested." Ui^^^'^ 

•'And — and— did yon know )nmV' 

'^yitLj^* continued FranceSy catching her breath as she witnessed 
the intense interest of her lorer, "we knew him not; he came to ns 
in the night, a strangeri and remained with us during the serere 
storm; but *he seemed to take an interest in Henry, and promised 
him his friendship/' 

''What V* exclaimed the youth, in astonishment; "did he know 
your brother?" 

" Certainly; — it was at his request that Heniy threw aside his 
disguise." 

"But," said Dunwoodie, turning pole with suspense, ''he knew 
him not as an officer of the royal army T' 

"Indeed he did," cried Miss Peyton; "and he cautioned us 
agunst this Tery danger." 

Dunwoodie caught up the fiital paper, that still lay where it had 
ftllen from his owff hands, and studied its characters intently. Some- 
thing seemed to bewilder his brain. He passed his hand Ofer his 
forehead, while each eye was fixed on him in-dreadful sn^wnse— 
all feeling afraid to admit those hopes anew that had onoe been so 
sadly destroyed. 

"What saidhef what promised heT at length Dunwoodie Mked, 
with feTerish impatience. 

" He bid Henry apply to him when xn danger, and pronised li 
VMiuite the son for the hospitality of the &ther." 

" Said he this, knowing him to be a British officer f" 












X'^Most oerlunlyj wad with a Tiew to this tsej da]iger/\;:(7/^j| «^ifj 
.^Then/'eried the joathaloodi and yielding to hiBXi^taze^ ^iheni 
joa lie 8a&— than will I Bttve him; yes, Harper nill nerer finget 
his word." 

•'^Bat has he the power T' aaid Franoee; ''can he more the stab* 
horn pnzpoae of Washington?" 

''Can hel If he eannoV ahonted the yoath, "if he cannot^ who 
can f — Greene, and Heath, and yoong Hamiltoni are nothing, com- 
pared to this Harper. But/' roshing to hia miatreaSy and preanng 
her handa convolaiTely, "repeat to me — you say yon have hia pro- . 
miaer 

" Surely, sorely, Peyton ; — his solemn, deliberate promise, know- 
ing all of the drcumstances." 

" Best easy," cried Donwoodie, holding her to his bosom for a 
moment, "rest nsy, for Heniy is safe." 

He waited not to explain, but darting from the room, he left the 
fimiily in amaiement They oontinaed in silent wonder mitil they 
heard the feet of his charger, as he dashed from the door with the 
speed of an arrow. 

A long time was spent after this abrupt departure of the youth, 
by the anxious friends he had left, in discusmng the probability of 
his success. The confidence of hia manner had, howeyer, communis 
cated to hia auditors something of his own spirit Each felt that 
the prospects of Henry were again brightening, and with their reviv- 
ing hopes they experienced a renewal of spirits, which in all but 
Henry himaelf amounted to pleasure : with him, indeed, his state 
was too awful to admit of trifling, and for a few hours he was con- 
demned to feel how much more intolerable was suspense than even 
the certainty of calamity. Not so with Frances. She, with aU the 
reliance of afleetion, reposed in security on the assurance of Dun- 
woodie, without hamsHing herself with doubts that she possessed not 
the means of satisfying; but believing her lover able to acoompliah 
eveiy thing that man could do, and retaining a vivid recolleotion of 
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die manner ind ben(Bi?oIeni appeannoe of Haiper^ ahe atandoned 
kenelf to all the felicity of renofated hope. /^ '* r^ r.''^y*» 
* The joj of Mias Peyton was more sobexed^ and she took frequent 
ooeamons to reprove her nieoe for the exaherance of her spiritiy be* 
lore there was a certainty that their expecCadonfl were to be realised. 
Bat the alight smile that hovered around the lips of the Tirgin don« 
tradicted the very sobriety of feeling that she inculcated. 

'' Why, dearest annt^'' said Frances, playfully, in reply to one of 
her frequent reprimands, '' would you hare me repress the pleasure 
that I feel at Henry's deliTerance, when you yourself hare so often 
declared it to be impossible that such men as ruled in our countiy 
could sacrifice an innocent man f " 

''Xay, I did believe it impossible, my child, and yet think so; 
but still there is a discretion to be shown in joy aa well as in sor* 
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Frances recollected the declaration of Isabella, and turned an eye 
filled with tears of gratitude on her excellent aunt, as she replied— 

'' True : but there are feelings that will not yield to reason. Ah I 
here are those monsters, who have come to witness the death of a 
fellow-creature, moving around yon field, as if life was, to them, 
nothing but a militaiy show.'' 

'< It is but little more to the hireling soldier," said Heniy, endea* 
vouring to forget his uneasiness. 

** Ton gaae, my love, as if you thought a militaiy show of some 
importance," said Miss Peyton, observing her niece to be looking 
from the window with a fixed and abetneted attention. But Franoea 
answered not 

From the window where she stood, the pass that they had tn^ 
velled^hrough the Highlands waa easily to be seen; and the mooA- 
tain which held on ita summit the mystetioas hut waa directly before 
ber. Its aide was rugged and barren; huge and apparently impaa» 
aaMe barrien of rocka presenting themselves through ^he stunted 
oaks, which, stripped of their foliage, wen scattered ovei *t8 surfeoe 
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1 The bne «r ilM Ull msnoi half a mik fion liie kmae^ od Oa 
object which ettnbcied the notice of FnnoeB, wm tiia fjgiue of a an .7 
emerging fiom behind a rode of lemaikable fonnatuOy and at ao^ j 
denlj disappearing. This manoDaTre was aeTeral times repeated, as ; 
if it were the intention of the fbgitiTs (for soch bjhia air he a e c aw d 
to be) to reconnoitre the proceedings of the 8oldiei7,and aasore hiii^ 
self of the position of things on the plain. Notwithstanding the 
distance, Frances instantly imbibed the opinion that it was Birch. 
Ptehaps this impression was partly owing to the air and figure of the 
man, bat in a great measure to the idea that presented itself on for- 

' merly beholding the object at the summit of the mountain. Thai 
they were the same figure she was confident, aIthou§^ this wanted 
the appearance which, in the other, she had taken for the peck of 

T'^the pedler. Harrey ht:d so connected himself with the mysterioos 
deportment of Harper, within her imagination, that, under dream* 
stances of less agitation than those in which she had laboured since 
her srriTal, she would haye kept her suspicions to heraelil Frances^ 
therefore, sat ruminating on this second appearance in ailence, and 
endeaTOuring to trace what possible connection thia extraordinary 
man could have with the fortunes of her own fiunOy. He had cei^ 
tainly saved Sarah, in some degree, firom the blow that had partially 
alighted on her, and in no instance had he proved himself to be ho^ 
tile to their interesta. 

After ganng for a long time at the point where she had last asen 
the figure, in the vain expectation of its re^ppearsnoei ahe tamed to 
her friends in the ^Nurtment Hiss Peyton was ntting by Sarah, 
who gave some slight additional signs of observing what psssed, hot 
iriio still ecntiniied insensible dther to joy or grieC 
^.^1 sappose^ by this time, my love, that yon are well aoqoaintsd 
with the mancBOvres of a regiment,^^ said Miss Peyton; **iX is aa ' 
had quali^ in a soldier^s wife, at all events.'* 

^ I am not a wifo yet,'' aaid Fianoea, eofeuring to the eyea; ''anl 
ve have little reason to wish for another wedding in oor fiunily."* 
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^^^FmncesI" exdaimed her brother^ stardng from fan seal^ and 7 
pacing the floor in Tiolent agitation, '^ touch not the diord again, 1 . 
entzcat 70a. While mj &te is nnoertain, I would wish to be at 
peace with all men." 

^ Then let the uncertainty cease/' cried Frances, springing to the 
door, ^' for here comes Peyton with the joyful intelligenoe of your 
release." 

The words were hardly uttered, before the door opened, and the 
Major entered. In his air there was the appearance of neither suo- 
cess, nor defeat, but there was a marked dispLiy of yezation. He 
took the hand that Frances, in the fulness of her heart, extended 
towards him, but instantly relinquishing it, threw himself into a 
chair, in evident fiitigue. 

^ You have £iiled," said Wharton, with a bound of his heart, but 
an appearance of composure. 

'' Have you seen Harper ?" cried Frances, turning pale. 

^ I have not; I crossed the river in one boat as he must have 
been coming to this side, in another. I returned without delay, and 
traced him for several miles into the Highlands, by the western passy 
but there I unaccountably lost him. I have returned here to relieve 
your uneasiness ; but see him I will this night, and bring a respite 
for Henry." 

^ But saw you Washington f " aaked Miss Peyton. 

Dunwoodie gated at her a moment in aostracted muang, and the 
question was repeated. He answered gravely, and with aome xe- 



^'The Commander-in-chief had left his quarters." 

** But, Peyton," cried Frances, in retoming tenor,. ^ if they shooU 
not see- each other, it will be too late. Harper alone will not be 
sufficient" 

Her lover turned his eyes slowly on her anzioos countenance, and 
dwelling a moment on her features, said, still munng— - 

'<Tott say that he promised to assist Henry." 
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r^ of his Ofwn aoooid, and in 
he hid reoemd." 

Bonwoodie ihodk his head, and began to look grave. . 

^I like not that word hoepitalitj— it has an empty aoond; tKere 
must be something more reasonable to tie Harper. I dread soma 
mistake : repeat to me all that passed.'' 

Franees, in a harried and earnest voioei complied with his re- 
qoest She rehited pordcolarlj the manner of his arrival at tho 
LoeostSy the reception that he received, and the events that pasaed, 
as minutely as her memory could sapply her with the means. As 
she alluded to the conversation that occurred between her £ithcr and 
his guest, tho Major smiled, but remained silent. She then gave a 
detail of Henry's arrival, and the events of the following day. She 
dwelt upon the part where Harper had desired her brother to throw 
aside his disguise, and recounted, with wonderful accuracy, his re* 
marks upon the haard of the step that the youth had taken. She 
even remembered a remarkable expression of his to her brother, 
''that he was safer from Harper's knowledge of his person, than he 
would be without it" Frances mentioned, with the warmth of 
youthful admiration, the benevolent character of his deportment to 
herself, and gave a minute relation of his adieus to the whole 
Cunily. 

Dunwoodie at first listened with grave attention ; evident satiB&i^ 
tion followed as she proceeded. When she spoke <^ herself, in eoD> 
nection with their guest, he smiled with pLeasore, andassheeondiided, 
be exclaimed, with delight — 

''We are safe! — we are aaleP' 

But ho was interrupted, as will be seen in the following ohiflar. 
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CHAPTEBXXym. 

Tbe owlet lofct Um floom ofniffatv 
Hm lark nlttlM Um daj, 

The tamid dove will eoo «l band^- 
Bat fmloQBs loer away. 



br a coantij settled, like these states, by a people who \\i, fhmt 
oatire land and mach*loTed firesides, Tictims of consctrrctLi and 
religious seal, none of the decencies and solemnities of a Christiaa 
death are dispensed with, when drcnmstanoes will admit of their 
esEerdse. The good woman of the hoose was a strict adherent to the 
fenns of the church to which she belonged; and hanng herself been 
awakened to a sense of her depravity, bj the ministry of the dirin* 
who harangued the people of the adjoining parish, she thought it 
was from his exhortations ool j that salvation oould be meted oat to 
the short-lired hopes of Heniy Wharton. Not that the kind^ieartsd 
matron was so ignorant of the doctrines of the religion which she 
professed, as to depend, theoretioally, on mortal aid for proteetion; 
but she had, to use her own phrase, '^ set so long under the preaoh* 
ing of good Mr. " that she had uneonsoioosly imbibed a 

prsctical reliance on his assistanee, for that whidi her foith riioold 
have taught her could ocme from the Deity akme. With her, tbe 
oooaderation of death was at all timea awftil; and the instant thai 
the sentence of the prisoner was promulgated, she despatched Casv, 
mounted on one of her husband's best horssSj^inquestof her oleiieal 
monitor. This stop had been taken without consulting either Henry 
or his friends; and it was only when tbe eerrioea of CsBsar 
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required on aome domettio.^iiiaEgeiioyy ttatghe eiplamadthft iiatvm 
of hia aibsenoe. The joath heard her, at first, with an nnoooqiM n 
able reinctasoe to admit of such a apritnal goide; hut aa oar ikm 
of the thiiig;i of thia li& becomea leaa Tind| our prejodieea and hahita 
oeaae to retain their inflnenoe; and a dvil bow of thanka waa finallj 
giTen, in requital for the eonaideimte care of tho well-meanbg woman, 
r The black returned early firom his expedition, and, aa well aa could 
be gathered from hia aomewhat incoherent namtiTei a minister cf 
Ood mig^t be expected to arriTe in the course of the daj. The in* 
terruption that we mentioned in our preceding chapter waa occasioDed 
by tho entrance of the landlady. At the intercession of Dunwoodie, 
orders had been giyen to tho sentinel who guarded the door of Henry's 
room, that the members of the prisoner's family should, at all times, 
hare free acoeaa to his apartment: Csnar was included in this arrange- 
ment, aa a matter of couTenienoe, by the officer in fommand ; bal 
strict enquiry and examination waa made into the errand of ereij 
other applicant for admission. The Major had, howeter, indnded 
himself among the relativea of the Britiah officer; and one pledge, 
that no rescue ahould be attempted, waa given in hia name, Ibr then 
alL A abort e onv c r sation was passing between the woman of the 
house and the coiporal of the guard, before the door that the aenlinel 
had already opened in anticipation of the dedaion of hia 
missi<Mied y*"**ftf^*" ^ 

^ Would you reftise the eonsolationa of religion to a ftUow- 
ture about to auflfar death T* aaid the matron, with earnest aesL 
*<. Would yon plunge a aoul into the fiery frimace, and a miniater at 
hand to point oot the strait and narrow pathT' 

^I'll tell you what, good woman,'' returned the cosporal, gentfy 
pushing her away; ^I'ts no notion of my back being a hi^iw^r 
fiv any man to walk to heafen upon. A pretty figure I should 
make at the pieketa, Ibr disobeying orders. Just step down and ask 
lieutenant Mason, and you may faring in the whole oongregatMO; 
We hate not taken the guard from the fiMyteoUiors, but an hour. 




and I diottldn't like tobaTie it said thfti we^know len of oar dutf 

• - • • • ' , 

duun the militift." : ,» .i .. ^j '*•', ..i - ;• ...i *•' 

*.7 << Admit the mmmn/' stid Donwoodie, stemlji obeerying, for the 
first time; that one of hie own corps was on post 

The oorporal raised his hand to his cap, and fell bock in sUenoe; 
the soldier stood to his arms, and the matron entered, 

^ Here is a reyerend gentleman below, come to soothe the parting 
soul, in the place of our own divine, who is engaged with an appoint- 
ment that ooold not be put aside; 'tis to bury old Mr. " 

** Show him in/' said Henrj, with feverish impatience. 

'^ But will the sentinel let him poss ? I would not wish a fiiend of 
Mr. to be rudely stopped on the threshold, and he a stranger.'^ 

All eyes were now turned on Dunwoodie, who, looking at his 
watch, spoke a few words with Henxy, in an under tone, and hastened 
from the apartment, followed by Frances. The subject of their oon- 
Tersation was a wish expressed by the prisoner for a cleigyman of his 
own persuasion, and a promise from the Major, that one should be 
salt from Fishkill town, through which he was about to pass, on his 
way to the ferry to intercept the expected return of Harper. Mason 
soon made his bow at the door, and willingly complied with the 
wishes of the landlady; and the divine was invited to make his ap- 
pearance accordingly. 

The person who was ushered into the apartment, preceded by 
CsDsar, and followed by the matxon, was a man beyond the middle 
age, or who might rather be said to approach the downhill of life. 
In stature he was above the sin of ordinary men, though his exoes- 
sive leanness might contribute in deceiving as to his height; his 
countenance was sharp and unbending, and eveiy muscle seemed set 
in rigid compression. No joy, or relaxation, appeared ever to have 
dwelt on features that frowned habitually, as if in detestation of the 
vices of mankind. The brows were beetling, dark, and forbidding^ 
giving the promise of eyes of no less repelling expression ; but the 
organs, were concealed beneath a pair <^ enormous green goggles, 
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Akmoffi 'MA flMgrj^aied aioond with a SemiMM Aai denoaiieed 
the oomiiig day of wrath. All wis fcnaticium, nncharittbleneWy tnd 
denmieiatiop • Long, lank luur, a mixtim of gi^ aad Uaek| iUl 
down his nadCy and in some degree obsoiued the lideB of his fiMS, 
^wadf pardng on his fbrehesd, fell in* either dueetion in strught and 
finrmal screens. On the top of this nngraoefol exhibitiott was laid, 
impending forward, so as to ^^yerhang in some measure the whofe 
fiihric, a large hat of three eqpal cocks. Hjs coat was of a rasty 
blacky and his breeches and stockings were of the same ooloor; hia 
shoes without lustre, and half concealed beneath huge plated bockles. 

He stalked into the room, end giTing a stiff nod with his hesd, 
took the chair offioed him by the black, in dignified silence. For 
scTeral minutes no one broke this ominous pause in the couTersataon ; 
Henry feeling a repugnance to his guest, that he was Tainly eode^ 
Touring to conquer, and the stranger himself drawing forth oce^ 
Bonal sighs and groans, that threatened a dissolution of the unequsl 
connection between his sublimated soul and its ungainly tenement. 
During this deathlike preparation, Mr. Wharton, with a feeling 
nearly allied to that of his son, led Sarah feom the apartment His 
retreat was noticed by the dirine, in a kind of scornful disdain, who 
began to hum the air of a popular psalm tune, giring it the full 
richness of the twang that distinguishes the Eastern* psalmody. 

^Cmaar," said Miss Peyton, ^hand the gentleman some refkeah* 
ment; he must need it after his ride.'' 

: ^Hystrengthisnotin the things of life,'' said the difine, speak* 

ing in a hollow, sepulchral Toioe. ^Thrice hare I this day held 

fbrth in my master's serrice, snd fkmted not; stQl it is prudent to 

• help diis frail tenement of day, for, surely, 'the labourer is worthy 

.ef his hire.'" 

Opening a pair of enoimous jaws, he took a good measure of the 



' • Bf * Euten" fa meant tb« flalM of New Ekiflui4 which, bring origi 
Ml|7 aettM by Paritaaa, elill fttain many dklinet ahadea of ebanele-. ~.; 
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'pcdbrBd imidy, sni foflned h to g^ downwudi, with that mt^ 
of fittilitj with which hmd is prone to m. .. - " --• .<. n -> **Jii 
'« 't^I apprahond, than, n-i that iktigiio will diad>Ie 70a firom por 
Cnming the dotiee, whioh kipdnei has indnoed joa to attempt'' Ij 

^ Womanr' eirfaiined the stnuger, with eoergj, << when was I 
erer known to shrink from a dutjf Baft 'judge not^ lest ye be 
judged/ and fiinej not thai it is given to mortal eyes to fiuhom the 
Oitentions of the Dei^/' 

^ Nsj/' letomed ths maiden, meekly, and slightly disgusted with 
his jargon, '^ I pretend not to judge of either events, or the inten* 
tions of my fcUow-creatues, much less of those of Omnipotence/' 

'^'T is well, woman — 'tis well,*' cried the minister, waving his 
head with supercilious disdain ; "^ humility becometh thy sex, and 
lost condition; thy weakness driveth thee on headlong, like 'unto 
the besom of destruction/ " 

Surprised al this extraordinaiy deportment, but yielding to thai 
habit which urges us to speak reverantly on sacred subjects, even 
when perhi^ we had better continue sOent, Miss Peyton re* 
plied— 

^ There is a power abore^ thai can and will sustain us all in weD» 
doing, if we seek its support in humility and truth/' 

The stranger turned a lowering look at the ^leaker, and then 
oompoaing himself into sn air of self-abasement, he continued in the 
same repelling tones — 

. '^ It is not every one that erieth out fior merey, thai will be heard. 
The ways of Providenoe ars not to be judged by men — 'Many are 
called, but few choeen.' It ia easier to talk of humility, than to fed 
it Are you so humUe, vile wona, aa to wish to ^oriff God bj 
your own damnation f If not, away with you lor a publican and a 
phariseer 

Such gross fanatiritnn was umwmnwn in America, and Miss Pisy« 
Ion b^^a to imbibe the impression thai her guest waa deranged; 
but remembering tbat he had been asni bj % wall-known divine^ and 
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■1106,' obserred^ ^. *'• * ' ' . • -* • •* •: r.-*-.' t;«i .' . ^ .':-*''.'o ta 

^ f);»«il maj deodre mysal^ m bdiemg tbit merej fa proftrad' t»' 

dl| Imt it fa 80 soothing % doctrine, thall would not wiUiD^ b» 

vndeoeiTod/' 

^* ''Meicj fa oolj for the dect,'' cried the stringer, with an 
countable energy; ''and joa are in the 'talley of the shadow of> 
death/ Axe joa not a follower of idle eeremoniesi whkh belong la 
the Tun church, that oor tyranta would gladly establish here, along 
with their stamp-aeta and teaJawsf Answer me that, woman; and 
remember, that Heaven hears your answer: are joa not of that 
idolatrous communion?" 

** I worship at the altars of my fothers," said Mfas Peyton, mo* 
tioning to Henxy for silence; ''but bow to no other idol than my 
own infirmities.'' 

"Yes, yes, I know ye, self-righteous and papal as ye are— fol- 
lowers of. forms, and listeners to bookish preaching; think you, 
woman, that holy Ptad had notes in hfa hand to propound the won 
to the belierersr' 

"My presence disturbs you,'' said ^liss Peyton, riang: "I will 
leave you with my nephew, and ofler those pmyers in private that I 
did wish to mingle with his." 

So saying, she withdrew, foUowed by the landlady, whowaa not a 
fittle shocked, and somewhat surprised, by the intempeiale aeal ot 
her new acquaintance; for, althon^^ the good woman believed that 
Miss Peyton and her whole diurch were on the high road to destrws 
tion, she was by no means sccustomed to hear sndi eiensive sad 
open avowafa of their fitte. 

Henxy had with difficulty repressed the indignation exoited by 
thfa unprovoked attack on hfa meek and unresisting aunt; botee 
the door closed on her retiring figure, he gave way to hfa foetingi— • 

•^I must confess, sir," he exdauned with heat, '^that in receiving 
a nainistrr of Ood, I thou^ I was sdmitting a Christiaa; aad one 
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wboihj. ftding Jus own vmkoieaBeSfiDtm how to ptj the 
ofothen. You have wounded the meek apixit of an ezoellent womui,. 
and I acknowledge bat little inclination to mingle in prayer with ao 
inioleruit a spirit.''. 

The minister stood erect, with graTe compoenre, following with his 
ejesy in a kind of soomfttl pity, the retiring females, and suffered 

« 

the expostolation of the youth to be given, as if unworthy of his 
notice. A third Toice, however, spoke *- 

<<Such a denunciation would have driven many women into fits; 
but it has answered the purpose well enough, as it is." 

^ Who 's that ?" cried the prisoner, in amazement, gazing around 
the room in quest of the speaker— 

''It is I, Captain Wharton," said Harvey Birch, removmg the 
spectacles, and exhibiting his piercing eyes, shiniog under a pair of 
fidse eye-brows. 

<'6ood Heavens— Harvey r 

''Silence!" said the pedler, solemnly; "'tis a name not to bo 
mentioned, and least of all here, within die heart of the American 
army." Birch paused and gased around him for a moment, with an 
emotion exceeding the base passion of fear, and then continued in a 
gloomy tone, " There are a thousand halteis in that very name, and 
little hope would there be left me of another escape, should I be 
again taken. This is a fearful venture that I am making; but I 
could not sleep in quiet^ and know that an innocent man was about 
to die the death of a dog, when I mi^t save him." ... 

" No/' said Heniy, with a ^w of generous feeling on his cheek; 
^if the risk to yourself be so heavy, retire as you came, and leave 
me to my fiite. Bnnwoodie is makiog, even now, powerful exertions 
in my behalf; and if he meets with Mr. Harper in the course of the 
night) my liberation is certain." « 

^ Harper I" echoed the pedler, remaining with his hands raised, 
in the act of replacing the spectacles; " iriiat do you know of Har* 
{erf iad why do you think he will do you service ?" . 






i\ I IiATft hfa promiaa; j c m xemember oumomii aeoting tajoy 
frther's dwellings and he then gtTe an unaaked promise to 
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^ Yea— bat do joa knowhimf thatia— whydo jon thmkho 
baa the power f or what reaaon have joa fbr heUering he will ve* 
member hia wordf 

/'If there erer waa the atamp of truth, or aim^ honeat benefo* 
lenoe, in the eoontenance of man, it ahone in hisi" aaid Heniy; 
^beaidea, Dnnwoodie baa powerful fiienda in the rebel annji and it 
would be better that I take the chanoe when I am, than thna to 
ezpoae yon to certain death, if detected." 

** Captain Wharton/' aaid Birch, looking guardedly around, and 

apeaking with impressiTe aeriousness of manner, " if I &il you, all 

\ &il you. No Haiper nor Dunwoodie can aare your life ; unleaa you 

get out with me, and that within the hour, you die to-morrow on the 

' gallowa of a murderer. Yea, auch are their lawa; the man who 

^ Bghta, and kiUa, and plunders, ia honoured; but he who aerrea hia 

. eoontiy aa a apy, no matter how feithfuDy, no matter how honeatlyi 

Uvea to be reviled, or diea like the rilcat criminal !" 

<< You forget, Mr. Birch," aaid the youth, a little indignantly, 
M iii^ I am not a treacheroua, luridng apy, who deoeiTea to betray; 
but innocent of the charge imputed to me." 

The blood ruahed over the pale, meagre featnrea of the pedlar, 
until hia feoe waa one glow of fire; but it paaaed q[aiekly away, and 
he replied^ 

- ''I hate told you tenth. Caoaar met me^ aa he waa going on hie 
errand thia morning, and with him I hare laid the plan which, if 
eyecnted aa I wiah, will aaTo you — otherwiae you are loat; and I 
again teU you, that n» other power on earth, not eren WaahingtoOy. 
ean aafo you. 

. << I aubmit," aaid the pciaoner, yielding to hia eameal manner, and 
goaded by the fears that were thua awakened anew. . • 

Ihe pedkr beckoned him to be ailent and walking to the dooi^ 
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o^hed i^'iriUrthelBtiff, forauJ'ur^^itbT which lie liad ientered the 
npartmcnt -'-•■^''": '- '" '' ■'" *'''- ■'""'* '• • "* --^ •• • - v..;^a 

^ Friend^ let no one enter/' he said to the sentinel; ^^we are 
about f go to prayer, and woold wish to be alone/' ' " ' * 
" ^ I don't know that an j will wish to intermpt you/' xetomed the 
soldier, with a waggish leer of his eye ; ** but, should they be so 
disposed, I have no power to stop them, if they bo of the prisoner's 
friends; I have my orders, and must mind them, whether the Eng- 
lishman goes to heaven, or not." 

. << Audacious sinner !" said the pretended priest, ^' have you not 
the fear of Ood before your eyes ! I toll you, as you will dread 
punishment at the last day, to let none of the idolatrous communion 
enter, to mingle in the prayers of the righteous." 

" Whew — ew — ew — what a noble conmiander you 'd make for 
Sergeant Hollistcr ! you 'd preach him dumb in a roll-call. Hark^ee, 
I'll thank you not to make such a noise when you hold forth, as to 
drown our bugles, or you may get a poor feUow a short horn at his 
grog, for not turning out to the evening parade : if you want to be 
alone, have yon no knife to stick over the door-latch, that you must 
have a troop of horse to guard your meeting-house V 

The pedler took the hint, and closed the door immediately, using 
the precaution suggested by the dragoon. 

" You overact your part^"' said young Wharton, in constant appre- 
hension of discovery ; '^ your zeal is too intemperate." 

^ For a fbot«oldier and them Eastern militiay it might be," said 
Harvey, turning a bag upside down, that Caesar now handed him; 
^ but these dragoons axe fellows that you must brag down. A faint 
hearty Captain Wharton, would do but little here; but come, here ia 
a -black shroud fiw your good-looking countenance," taking, at the 
same lime, a parchment mask, and fitting it to the &oe of Henry. ' 
^ The master and the man must change places for a season." 

" I don't tink he look a bit like me," said Casar, with disgust, aa 
he sorvejod his young master with hia new complexion. 
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>Stop A miniiiey CMur/' nid die pedler; "with the loildiig diot <> 
luy thut at timfis fomed port of his manner, ^ till we get on Um * 

''He worao than ebber now/' cried the diaoontented African. "A •' 
tink coloored man like a aheep t I nehber aee nch a lip, Hairey; 
he most aa big as a aanaagc T' 

Great pains had been taken in forming the diihrent axtieles used 
in the disguise of Captain Wharton, and when arranged, under the 
akilfni superintendence of the pedler, they formed together a trans- 
formation that would easily escape detection, from any but an ezti^ 
ordinary observer. 

The mask was staffed and shaped in such a manner aa to prescrre 
the peculiarities, as well as the colour, of the African Tisage ; and 
the wig was so artfully formed of black and white wool, as to imitate 
the pepper^nd-salt colour of Cesar's own head, and to exact plaudits 
from the black himself, who thought it an excellent oounterfeit in 
every thing but quality. 

''There is but one man in the American army who eonld detect 
yon, Captain Wharton,'' said the pedler, surveying hia woA with 
sadsfiiction, ''and he is just now out of our way.'' 

"And who is htV 

"The man iriio made you prisoner. He would see your white 
akin througb a plank But strip, both of yru; your clothes meat 
be exchanged from head to foot" 

Caaar, who had reorived minute instraotiotts from the pedler in 
their morning interview, immediately commenced throwing ande 
hia coarse garmenta, which the youth took up and prepared to 
invest himself with ; unable, however, to repress a few aigna of 
bathing. :• t 

.In the manner of the pedler there waa an odd mizCnro of ears 
and humour; the former waa the result of a perfect knowledge of . 
Iheir danger, and tibemeana necessary to be used in avoiding it; and 
the lattar proceeded from the unavoidably Indicroaa 



bo&m hia, aeling on aa iodifiraiioe vhioh wpnng from haUt, mod 
loog fitfailiurity with laeh ■eenct at tiie piaBDt * - *^ 

'^Here, Captab,'' he aaid, taking up aooM looae wod, and begin- 
niiig to stuff tha stoddsga of Cwmr, which were already on the leg 
of the priaonor; " aome judgment la neceeiary in ihaping thia limb. 
Yon will hare to display it on hofaefaack ; and the aonthera dngoona 
are ao need to the brittle-ehinsi that abould they notice your well* 
tnnied cal^ they'd know at once it nerer belonged to a black*'' 

<'6oUyr' aaid CiBear, with a chuckle, that exhibited a month 
open from ear to ear, " maaay Hairy breechea fit'' 

''Any thing but your leg," aaid the pedler, coolly pumiing the 
toilet of Henry. '' Slip on the coot. Captain, orer alL Upon my 
word, you 'd pass well at a pinkster frolic ; and here, Caosar, place 
thia powdered wig over your curia, and be careful and look out of the 
window, whenever the door ia open, and on no account ^eak, or you 
wiU betray alL" 

''I s'pose Hanrey tink a color'd man an't got a tongue like oder 
folk," gnimbled the black, aa he took the station assigned to him« 

Every thing now was arranged for action, and the pedler very d»> 
Uberately went over the whde of hia injunctiona to the two acton in 
the scene. The Captain he conjured to dispense with his erect mill* 
tsiy carnage, and for a seaaon to adopt the humble pacea of hia 
Ather's n^ro; and Cseaar he enjoined to sQence and disguise, so 
long as he could poasibly maintain them. Una piepared, he opened 
the door, and called aloud to the sentinel, who had retired to the 
frrtheat end of the passage, in order to avoid reeeiving any of that 
spiritual comfort, which he felt was the aole pmp e ity of another. 

''Lei the woman of the houae be called," aaid Harvey, in the 
solemn key of hia aasnmedchanMTter; "and let her eome alone. The 
priaooer ia in n h^ipj train of meditation, and must not be led from 
his devotions." 

CsMsr sunk hia free between his handa; and when the aoldier 
looked into the apartment, he thought he saw hia diarge in deep ak 
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: ^nOiaL oCaitiiigaglaiioeof hogeoonteoipiiitliediTi^ 
iload for the good wonuui.of the house. She hastened at the som^u 
nuns, with ieunest seal, entertainiDg '%' sectet hope thai she was ta 
be admitted to the goasip of a death4)ed repentance. * - * 

«^ Sister/' said the minister, in the anthoritatiTe tones of a msster, ' 
^ have joa in the hoose ' The Christian Criminal's hwt MomentSi or 
Thoughts on Eternitji for them who die a violent Death T ** 

**1 never heard oi the hook !" said the matron in astonishment 

^'Tis not unlikely; there are manj hooks yon have never heard 
of: it is impossible for this poor penitent to pass in peace, withool 
the consolations of that volume. One hour's reading in it, is worth 
an age of man's preaching." 

''Bless me, what a treasure to possess! — when was it put 
outr 

''It was first put out at Geneva in the Greek language, and then 
transkted at Boston. It is ft book, woman, that should be in the 
hands of every Christian, especially such aa die upon the gallows. 
Have ft horse prepared instantly for this black, who shall accompany 

mo to my Brother , and I will send down the volume yet in 

season. — Brother, compose thy mind; you are now in the narrow 
path to glory." 

C«sar wriggled a little in his chair, but he had suflttient recoDee> 
lion to conceal his &oe with hands that were, in their turn, concealed 
by gloves. The landlady departed, to comply with this very rei^ * 
sonable request, and the group of conspirators were again left la^ 
themselves. 

"This is well," said the pedler; "but the difficult taak ia to de- 
ceive the officer who commands the guard— he ia lieutenant to 
Lawton, and has learned some of the C^>tain's own cunning in these 
things. Bemember, Captain Wharton," continued he, with an air 
sf pride, "that now is the moment when every thing depends en 
sor coolness." > * ^ 

**'My &le can be auide but little worse than it is at presanli my 
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WQtthy ftUow/' Mid Heiuy; ^'but ibr jonr lika I wfll do all diaif* 
in me liaa.".. • - - . r ..•,«••*.:. n 

'^ And wherein can I be more liorloni and penecnted than I now f 
amf^ aaked the pedler, with that wild incoherence which often - 
croaaad hia manner. ''But I have pnnuaed one to aare joOi and to 
him I noTer hare jet broken mj word." 

*^ And who ia he?" said Henry, with awakened interest 

"No one," 

The man soon retained, and annonnoed that the hones were at 
the door. Harvey gave the Captain a glanoe, and led the way down 
the stairs, first desiring the woman to lears the prisoner to himself, 
in order that he might digest the whokaome mental food that he 
had so lately received. 

A rumour of the odd character of the priest had ^read from the 
sentinel at the door to his comrades; so that when Harvey and 
Wharton reached the open space before the building, they found a 
dosen idle dragoona loitering about, with the waggish intention of 
quilling the fimatic, and employed in affected admiration of the 
steeda. 

" A fine horse V said the leader in this plan of mischief; <' but a 
little bw in flesh; I suppose from hard labour in your calling." 

u ]| J calling may be laboursome to both myself and this fidthful 
beast^ but then a day of settling is at hand, that will reward me for 
all my outgoings and incomings" said Birsh, putting his foot in the 
stiiTup, and preparing to mount 

<^Tou work for pay, then, as we ight Ibr'tr cried another of 
the party. 

<< Even so —< is not the kbouier worthy of hk hire r " 

" Come, suppose you give us a.little preaching; we have a leinre 
moment just now, and there 's no telling how much good you mi^l 
do a set of rcprubatos like us, in a lew words; hero, mount this 
horseblock, and take your text where you please." -• 

The men now gOhered in eagar delight around the pedler, who^ 
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■ kelet on of juon among na again, or I irill take the akin off and 
'lesre 70a naked.** . . 

<* Oat npon theo for a reriler and aooftr of goodneaa r aaid BrAy 
moving dowly, and with a doe obaerranoe of okrical dignic^i down 
the road, fottowed by the imaginaxy Caaaar; ''bat I leave thee, and 
that bekmd me that will prore thy condemnation, and take from 
thee a hearty and joyful deliToranoe." 

''Damn him/' muttered the trooper; ''the fellow ridea like a 
stake, and hia legs stick out like the oocks of his hat I wish I had 
him below these hills, where the law is not over^particnlar, I'd—*' 

"Corporal of the goard!— corporal of the goardT shouted the 
sentinel in the passage to the chambers, "coiporal of the goardl^ 
corpoml of the guard V 

The aubaltem flew up the narrow stairway that led to the room 
of the priaoner, and demanded the manning of the outciy. 

The aoMier waa standing at the open door of the apartment look* 
ing in with a sospidoua eye on the suppoeed British oflfeer. On 
obserring his lieutenant, he fell back with hahitnal re^eel^ and 
replied, with an air of puasled thought— 

"I don't know, air; but just now the prisoner looked qneer* 

^^Bfer rinoe the preacher has left him, he don't look aa he used to do 

^>-^but,'' guing intently orer the ahoulderof hia offioer, "it must be 

, him, too! There ia the aame powdered head, and the dam in the 

eoat, when he waa hit the day we had the laat bruah with die 

enemy* 

' "And then all thia noise ia occasioned by your doubting whether 
thatpoor gentleman ia your prisoner, or not, is it^ afanhf Who die 
deril do you think it can be, else r* 

" I don't know who else it can be," returned the Mlow, anOenly; 
" but he ia grown thicker and ahorter, if it ia he; andaeeftryoow 
wbU, sir, he shakes all orer, like a man in an ague." 

Ihia waa but too true. Caaar waa an alarmed auditor of this Aort 
eo n t eia atioii, and, from oongratulating himaelf upon the desleraH 
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^uAf to Bumnty but h« had to prMerre the gimnij of hii mofODenti^ 
for tho remark of the troopers upon tho condition of their beaata waa 
•bat too jnat^ and a doaen dragoon horMa atood nddlod and bndled 
at hand, ready to reeeiTe their riderai at a momenta warning. 

^Vffil, havo joa bitted the poor fellow within," aaid Maaoo, 
M that he can take hia last ride under tho curb of dirinit j, old gen- 
tleman?" 

'' There ia evil in thj eonveraation, pro&ne man|" cried the prieat| 
raiaing hia handa, and caating hia eyea upwarda in holy horror; ''ao 
I will depart from thee unhurty aa Daniel waa liberated from the 
liona' den." 

" Off with yoo, for a hypocritical, paalm-einging, canting rogoa in 
disguise/' said Ma^on, scornfully; ** by the life of Washington ! ii 
worries an honest fellow to see such Toraciooa beasts of prey luraging 
a coontiy for which he sheds his blood. If I had you on a Virginia 
plantation for a quarter of an hour, I 'd teach you to worm the to> 
baooo, with the tnrkeya." 

^I leave you, and shake the dust off my shoes, that no remnant 
of this wicked hole may tarnish the vestments of the godly." 

^ Start, or I will shake the dust from your jacket, designing 
knave I A &llow to be preaching to my men I There 's HoUialer 
put the devil in them by hia exhorting; the raaoala were getting too 
eooacientioaa to atrike a blow that would rase the akin. But hold! 
iHiither do yon travel, maater blaekey, in such godly company ?" 
. ''He goea," aaid the miniater, haatily speaking for hia companion, 
''to ratam with a book of much eondolenoe and virtue to the ainM 
youth above, whoae aoul will qwedily become white, even aa hia ooi^ 
warda are black and unseemly. Would you deprive a dying asaa of 
the oonaolation of religionr' 

"No, no^ poor feOow, hia &te ia bad enon^; a lamona good 
bnakfoat hia prim body of an aunt gave ua. Bui harkee, Mr. Ben^ 
latioos^ if the youth must die jecwMiMa mUm^ lei ii be us<^ir a 
fsndeman'a diieoiiona; and my advice v, thai you never truai thai 
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■fcde t on of jtion amoDg us agaiiii or I will toko the akiii off and .« 
'levra joa naked." . . 

^ Oat apoii thee fer a xeriler and aooilv of goodness r aid Bbcli, 
BOfing slowly, and with a doe obsenranoe of olerieal dignic^, down 
the road, fiillowed hj the imaginaij Cassar; ^'Imt I leate thee, and 
that behind me that will prove thj condemnation, and take fioan 
thee a hearty and jojfnl deliTeianoe/' 

''Damn him/' muttered the trooper; ''the ftllowridea like a 
stake, and his legs stick out like the cocks of his hat I wish I had 
him bebw these hills, where the law is not over-particalar, I'd — ^ 

"Corporal of thegoard! — corporal of the gnaidr shooted the 
sentinel in the passsge to the chambers, "corporal of the goardl-* 
corporal of the g[Qaid ! 

The snbaltem flew np the narrow stairway that led to the rooaa 
of the prisoner, and demanded the meaning of the oatcry. 

The soldier was stsnding at the open door of the i^Mrtment, look- 
ing in with a sospidoos eye on the sapposed British offioer. On 
observing his lieutenant, he fell back with hafaitQal respeet^ and 
replied, with an air of poziled thought — 

"I don't know, sir; but just now the prisoner looked qossr. 

^^Bver once the preacher baa left him, he don't look as he used to do 

/lUlyat,'' gasing intently over the shoulder of his oflioer, "it must be 

^him, too! There is the same powdered head, and the dam in the 

ooat, where he was hit the day we had the last brush with tte 

enemy* 

' "And then all this noise is ooeaaoned by your doubling whethsr 
thatpoorgentlemanisyour prisoner, or not^ is it^nnah? WhoAe 
deril do you think it csn be, else T' 

"I don't know who else it can be," returned the Mow, suDsnltf; 
"butheisgrownthickerandshorter, if it is he; and see flsr yovw 
seU^ sir, he shakes all over, like a man in an ague." 

Ihiawasbuttooteue. C—ar was snalaimed auditor of Ais short 
eonversation, and, from congratulating himsdf upon the destwoui 
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escape m Lis jonng nuister^ lusihoag^ta wi^'Veiy luitonllj V^pn^ '^' 
ning to dwell npon the probable conseqaences to his own person. The '' 
pause that soccecded the last remark of the sentinel, in no degree con- 
tributed to the restoration of his fiicolties. Lieutenant -Mason was ''' 
busied in examining with his own eyes the suspected person of the 
Uacki and Caesar was aware of the fitct, by stealing a look through 
a passage under one of his armS| that he had left expressly for the 
purpose of reconnoitring. ^ Captain Lawton would have discovered . 
the fiand immediately, but ]>iason was by no means so 'quick-6:ghtC4 
as his commander. Ho Uierefore tamed rather contemptuously to 
the soldier, and, speaking in an under-tone, observed — 

^That anabaptist, methodistical, quaker, psalm-singing rascal has 
frightened the boy, with his fiurrago about flames and brimstone. 
I '11 step in and cheer him with a little rational conversation.'' 

*' I have heard of fear making a man white," said the soldier, 
drawing back, and staring.as if his eyes would start fron. their sock* 
ets, ^* but it has changed the royal captain to a black I" 

The truth was, that Caesar, unable to hear what ^lason uttered in 
a low voice, «id having every fear aroosed in him by what had al- 
ready passed, incautiously r^oved the wig a little from one of his 
ears, in order to hear the better, without in the least remembering 
thai its colour might prove &tal to his disguise. The sentinel bad 
kept his eyes fiistened on his prisoner, and noticed the action. The 
attention of Mason was instantly drawn to the same object; and, 
forgetting all delicacy for a brother officer in distress, or, in aborl^ 
focgetting every thing but the censure that might alight on his ooips^ 
^e lieutenant sprang forward and seised the terrified African by the 
tiiroat; for no sooner had Caesar heard his oolour named, than he 
knew his discovery was certain; and at ihe first sound of Mason's 
heavy boot on the floor, he arose firom his seat, and retreated preci- 
pitately to a comer of the room. 

*< Who are youT' cried Mason, dashing the head of the old bumi 

against the angle of the wall at each interrogatory, '^who the devil 
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*;^^ I hate his promise; — joa lemember o ur jscs ni nesting ia^fsj 
bllier^s dweUin^ sod lie then gsTs sn unssked promise to 






M Yes-— baft do joa know him? thsft is — whj do jon think he 
hss the power 7 or whsft lesson hare joa for heliering he will i^ 
member his wordr 

S^ll there erer was the stamp of troth, or simple, honest benefit 
lence, in the eoantenance of man, it shone in his,'' ssid Henry; 
^besidesi Danwoodie hss powerftd fiiends in the rebd snny, snd ift 
woald be better that I take the chance where I am, than thos to 
expose yoa to certain death, if detected.*' 

M Captain Wharton," ssid Birch, looking gosrdedlj sroand, snd 
qw^""g with impressiTe seriousness of manner, " if I fiul joo, all 
fittl JOO. No Haiper nor Danwoodie can ssto joar life ; onless joa 
get ooft with me, snd that within the hoar, joa die to-monow on the 
" gsllows of a marderer. Yes, sach are their laws; the man who 
(^ Ights, and kills, snd plunders, is honoared; baft he who serres his 
eoontij as a wpj^ no matter how fidthfollj, no matter how hooestlj, 
liTes to be lerikd, or dies like the Tilcst criminal r 

^ Ton fiofget, Mr. Birch," said the joath, a little indignantlj, 
Mthaft I am not a trescheroas, laridng spj, who deoeiTes to betraj; 
baft innocent of the chsige imputed to me." 

The blood rushed over the pale, meagre featores of the pedkr, 
ontQ his (soe wss one glow of firs; baft it passed <iaieklj awaj, snd 
he replied— 

* ^'Ihave told joa troth. Cassr met me^ ss he wss going on his 
enand this morning, sod with him I hate laid the plan which, if 
ir^r— *^ as I wish, will save joa — otherwise joa are lost; and I 
apin teQ joa, that no other power on eorth, not even Washinglony. 
esn SBve joa. 

. << I submit," ssid the prisoner, jielding to his earnest mannsr, snd 
fOMled bj the finrs that were thus awakened anew. 

The pedkr beckoned him to be silent and walking to the dsoi^ 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

A vmy went Gilpin, neck or Boofhtt 
Aw«j went hat and wi|^; 

He little dreamt, when he let oat. 
Of ranainf eoeh a rif. 



Thx rood which it was necessary for the pedler and the English 
captain to trarel, in order to reach the shelter of the hilLs, laj, for a 
half-mile, in full view from the door of the builiUng that had so re- 
cently been the prison of the Litter ; running for the whole distance 
oyer the rich plain, that spreads to the Tcry foot of the mountains, 
which here rise in a nearly perpendicular ascent from their bases | 
it then turned short to the right, and was obliged to follow the wind 
ings of nature, as it won its way into the bosom of the Highlands. 

To preserre the supposed difference in their stations, Harrey rode 
a short distance ahead of his companion, and maintained the sober, 
dignified pace, that was suited to his assumed character. On their 
right, the regiment of foot, that we have already mentioned, lay in 
tents; and the sentinels who guarded their encampment were to be 
seen moving with measured tread under the skirts of the hills thea* 
•elves. 

The first impulse of Heniy was, certamly, to urge the beast h* 
rode to his greatest speed at once, and by a ooup^e-main not only 
accomplish his escape, but relieve himself from the torturing sot* 
pense of his situation. But the forward movement that the youth 
made for this purpose was instantly checked by the pedler. 

^ Hold up !'' he cried, dexterously reining his own horse 
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bther's dweUin^ and he then gtrt an maaked proniae to 
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«Ye8 — bat do jon know himf thatia — whj do jon thfaik ho 
haa the powerf or what reason hsn 70U lor heUering ho will f^ 
member his wordT' 

<<If there erer waa the atamp of troth, or aimplei honest benefiiK 
lenoe, in the ooontenanee of man, it shone in his,'' ssid Heniy; 
''besidesy Donwoodie haa powerfnl fiiends in the rebd annj, and it 
would be better that I take the chance where I am, than thna to 
expose JOQ to certain death, if detected." 

^ Captun Wharton,^' said Birch, looking goaidedlj around, and 

speaking with impressiTe seriousness of manner, '^ if I &il yoo, sU 

• &il joo. No Harper nor Donwoodie can save yoor life; nnless joa 

get oat with me, and that within the hoar, joa die to-morrow on the 

' gallows of a morderer. Yes, soch are their laws; the man iriio 

r* Bghts, and kills, snd plonders, is honoured; but he who serres his 

. eountiy ss a spy, no matter how feithfully, no matter how hooestl j, 

, lives to be reviled, or dies like the vilest criminal V 

^ Ton forget, Hr. Birch,'' said the youth, a little indignantly, 
<<that I am not a treacherous, Inridng spy, who deoeiTes to betray; 
but innocent of the charge imputed to me." 

The blood rushed over the pale, meagre fsatnres of the pedler, 
until his &oe waa one glow of fire; bat it p assed qniokly sway, and 
he replied— 

' <<Ihav6 toldyoutrutlL CsBsar met me^ aa he was going on Ua 
ernnd this morning, and with him I have laid the plan which, if 
irf^*^ aa I wiah, will save you ^-otherwise you are loat; and I 
apin tell you, that no other power on earth, not efen Waahingteny. 
ean aato yoo." 

.' << I soboiit," ssid the prisoner, yielding to his eameal manner, and 
goaded by the fiears that were thua awakened anew. 

Iho pedkr beckoned him to be ailent and walking to the doo^ 
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capttTe:«guiL^ SuTiilyy Harvey, there are bone* mofiiig dowa Iberi 
road behind oa. Do joa see 'nothing partieahar f \, .t .?h:.f<f f< i ' Vt: V 
.^If. Humph rejoookted the pedler; .^ there ia aomatbing partioalar i 
indeed, to be aeen behind the thioket on oar left Turn joor head 
a little, liud joa may aee and profit by it too." . • *t ^ 

Senij eagerly seized thia permiaaion to look asidoi and the blood 
cordled to hia heart aa he observed that they were paaabg a gallowa^ 
which unqneationably had been ereeted for hia own execution. He : ' 
turned hia &ce from the sight, in undisguised honor. 

^'Thoro is a warning to be prudent,'' said the pedler, in the sen 
tantious manner that he often adq>ted. 

'' It is a terrific sight, indeed !" cried Hemy, for a moment veiling 
hia eyes with his hand, aa if to drive a vision from before him. 

The pedler moved his body partly around, and spoke with ener- 
getic but gloomy bitterness — ''And yet, Captain Wharton, you see 
it where the setting sun shines full upon you; the air you breathe 
is clear, and fresh from the hills before you. Every step that you 
take leaves that hated gallows behind; and every dark hollow, and 
every shapeleas rock in the mountains, offers you a hiding pbMse from 
the vengeance of your enemies. But I have seen the gibbet raised, 
when no place of refuge offered. Twice have I been buried in dun-- 
geons, where, fettered and in chains, I have paaaed nighta in torture, 
looking forward to the morning's dawn that iraa to li^t me to n ' 
death of infiuny. The sweat haa started from limbs that seemed 
already drained of their moiature; and if I ventured to the hdle* 
that admitted air throu^ gniea of iron to look out upon the amilea 
of nature, which Gkd has bestowed lor the aseaaeat of hia creatures^ 
the gibbet haa glared before my eyes, like an evil onnseience hanow* 
ing theaoulof adyingman. Four limea have I been in their power, 
besides thia laat; but — twice — did I think my hour had come. • UL 
ia hard to die at the best, Captain Wharton; but to spend your laal 
moments alone and unpitiod, to know that none near you ao much aa 
think of the fiite that ia to you the dosing of all that ia earthly; to 
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f^ I hattt hn prunttej-^yoa xemmbBr ourneooft mealing iajiy 
&thei^8 dweUin^ md ha then gave an unasked proniae to 
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«Ye8— >lmt do jon know him? that ia-— why do joa think ho 
baa the power? or what reason hsre you for believing ha wiU re- 
member his wordT' 

«If there erer waa the atamp of truth, or aimploi honeat benefiiK 
lenoe, in the ooontenanoe of man, it ahone in his,'' aaid Heniy; 
^beaidea, Donwoodie baa powerfnl fiiends in the rebel annj, and it 
would be better that I take the chance where I am, than thiia to 
espoae yon to certain death, if detected." 

'< Captain Wharton," aaid Birch, looldog gnardedlj aroond, and 

speaking with impresatre seriousness of manner, '' if I £ul yon, aU 

I fiil yoo. No Harper nor Bnnwoodie can save your lifis ; unless yon 

\ get ont with me, and that within the hour, you die to>morrow on the 

" gallowa of a murderer. Yes, such are their laws; the man who 

(^ Bghta^ and kiUa, and plunders, is honoured; but he who senea hia 

, eountiy aa a spy, no matter how fiithfully, no matter how honesdy, 

, lives to be reviled, or dies like the vflcst Griminal !" 

^ Tou forget, Mr. Birch," said the youth, a little indignandyi 
'^thai I am not a treacherous^ luridng spy, who deceives td betray; 
but innocent of the chaige imputed to me." 

The blood rushed over the pale, meagre featurea of the pedkr, 
until hia ftce was one glow of fire; bus it paased <|iuekly away, and 
he replied — 

* << I have told you truth. Csmar met me^ aa he waa going on hk 
errand thia moraing, and with him I have laid the plan which, if 
eremt/ed aa I wiah, will aave you— otherwiae you are loat; and I 
again tell you, that no other power on earth, not even WaahingtOBy. 
can aave you. 

.' << I anbmiti" aaid the piiaoner, yielding to hia eameal manner, and 
goaded by the finis that were thua awakened anew. 

Ihe pedler beckoned him to be ailant and walking to the doo^ 
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ne^iedler raised huiBalf in lua Biddle to the Etiff.Eiid upri^t ^ 
posture ihatwas suited to hss oatward appeanace.* "-Thelobkof firoi '>« 
that for a short time glowed on his ooontenanoe, disappeared in the I 
solemn lines of unbending self-abasement, and, speaking as if ad* i 
dressing a negro, ho replied-!- 

''In heaven there is no distinction of colour, my brother; there* '. 
fbre jou have a precious charge within jou, that jou must hereaf^ 
render an account of/' dropping his voice — '' this is the last sentinel * 
near the road ; look not back, as you value your life." 

Henry remembered his situation, and instantly assumed the hum* 
ble demeanour of his adopted character. The unaccountable energy 
pf the pedler's manner was soon forgotten in the -sense of his own 
immediate danger; and with the recollection of his critical situatioD, 
returned all the uneasiness that he had momentarily forgotten. 

'' What see you, Harvey ?*' he cried, observing the pedler to gase 
towards the building they had left, with ominous interest; ''what 
see you at the house T' 
* " That which bodes ho good to us," returned the pretended priests 
" Throw aside the mask and wig; you will need all your senses with-' 
out much delay ; throw them in the rood : there are none before us' 
that I dread, but there are those behind who will give us a fearful 
race r 

" Nay, then," cried the Captain, casting the implements of his 
disguise into the highway, "let us improve our time to the utmost ' 
We want a full quarter to the turn; why not push for it, at onoef ■ 

"Be cool; they are in alarm, but they will not mount without an 
oflioer, unless they see us fly — now he oomes, he moves to the sta* ' 
bles; trot briskly; a doseu are in their saddles, but the oflker stops 
to tighten his girths; they hope to steal a mareh upon us; he is 
mBunted ; how ride, Gaptun Wharton, for your life, and keep at my 
heela. If you quit me, you will be lost !" 

A second request was unneeessaiy. The instant that Harvey put ' 
is horse to his speed. Captain Wharton was at his heels, viffDg the 
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siiflenble animal lie xpdeio.Uie utmost :J3ixch. had selected lua.oim 
beast: and aIthoTU[h Tfu^tly inferior to, the high-fed and ,bloodfid^ 
ohargera of the dragoons, still it was much superior to the little . 
ponj that had been thought good enough^ to j»ny Caesar Thompson , 
on an errand. A Tery few jumps conyinoed the Captain that his ^ 
companion was £ut leaving him, and a fearful glance thrown behind, . 
informed the fugitive that his enemies were as speedily approaching. 
With that, abandonment that makes misery doubly grievous, when it ^ 
is to be supported alone, Henry cried aloud to the pedler not to do- 
sert. him. Harvey instantly drew up, and suffered his companion to 
run alongside of his own horse. The cocked hat and wig of the . 
pedler fell from his head the moment that his steed began to move 
briskly, and this dcvelopement of their disguise, as it might be 
termed, was witnessed by the dragoons, who announced their obser- 
vation by a boisterous shout, that seemed, to be uttered in the vciy 
ears of the fugitives; so loud was the cry, and so short the distance 
between them. 

^< Had we not better leave our horses?" said Henry, ''and make 
for the hills across the fields, on our left ? — the fence will stop our 
pursuers." 

'' That way lies the gallows/' returned the pedler; '' these fellows 
go three feet to our two, and would mind the fences no more than 
we do these ruts; but it is a short quarter to the turn, and there are 
tiro roads behind the wood. They may stand to choose until they, 
can take the track, and we shall gain a little upon them there." ,,i, 

.^tt But this miserable horse is blown already," cried Henry, urging 
his beast with the end of his bridle, at the same time that Harvey - 
aided his efforts by applying the lash of a heavy riding-whip he. 
caiiied: ''he will never stand it for half a mile &rther." . .; 

."A quarter will do; a quarter will do," said the pedler; "a sin^ ? 

quarter will save us, if you follow my directions." . . .:. :^; 

V Somewhat cheered by the oool and confident manner of hia oom« . 

Henry pontmued silently urg^g his horse forward. .A finr. > 
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mbmcntB Drought them to the denied tofini and •• they doabled 
roiud a pcnnt of low noder-fanuh, the fbgitiTefl ctnght a glimpie 
of their pnnuers eoattered aloog the high-way. Maaoa and the ' 
sergeant) being better moonted than the rest of the party, were ' 
much nearer to their heck than eren the pedler thought could be 
possible. 

At the foot of the hills, and for some diitanoe up the daric Talley 
that wound among the mountains, a thick underwood of saplings had 
been suffered to shoot up, where the hearier growth was felled for 
the sake of the fuel At the si^t of this cover, Henry again urged 
the pedler to dismount, and to plunge into the woods; but his re- 
quest was promptly refused. The two roads, before mentioned, met 
at a very sharp angle, at a short distance from the turn, and both 
were circuitous, so that but little of cither could be seen at a time. 
The pedler took the one which led to the left, but held it only a 
moment; for, on reaching a partial opening in the thicket, he darted 
across into the right-hand path, and led the way up a steep ascent, 
which lay directly before them. This manosuYre saved them. On 
reaching the fork, the dragoons followed the track, and passed tha 
spot where the fugitives had crossed to the other road, before they 
missed the marks of the footsteps. Their loud cries were heard by 
Henry and the pedler, as their wearied and breathless animals toiled 
up the hill, ordering their comrades in the rear to ride in the right 
direction. The Captain again proposed to leave their hones and 
dssh into the thicket 

''Not yet, not yet,'' said Birch, in a low voioe; ''the road fidli 
from the top of this hill ss steep as it rises; first let us gain the top.'' 
While speaking, they reached the deaired summit, and both threw 
themselves from their horses, Henry plunging into the thick under- 
wood, which covered the side of the mountain for some distanoe above 
them. Harvey stopped to give each of their beasts a hw severe 
blows of his whip, that drove them headlong down the path on the 

other side of the eminence, and then followed his example. 

17 ♦ 
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£ The pedler entered the tfaickei'iridr rfittle enttiooi abd mToided^*' 
M much ae posuble, rofltliDg or breokiDg the bnoehes in hit waj;:: 
Xheie.wu hat time onlj to shelter his penon from ykiw, when *m 
dragoon led np the ascent; and on reaching the hei^t, Be cried 
aloud — * ........ 

. ''I saw one of their horses taming the hill this minute.^' " 'i 

.'/DriTo on; spar forward, my lads,'' shouted Uason; ''pve the 
gnglUKiwan quarter, but cut down the pedler|.and make an end of 
him/' 

. Henry felt his companion gripe his arm hard, as he listened hi a 
great tremor to this cry, which was followed by the passage of a 
doien horsemen, with a vigour and speed that showed too plainly 
how little security their OTer-tired steeds could hare aiibrded 
them. 

'' Now," said the pedler, rising fkom the oorer to reconnoitre, and 
standing for a moment in suspense, ** all that we gain is dear gain; 
for, as we go up, they go down. Let us be stirring." 

^But will they not follow us, and surround this mountainf said - 
Henry, rismg, and imitating the laboured but rapid pi o gieas of Jiis 
companion; '^ remember, they haTe foot as well as horse, snd, at any 
rate, we shall stanre in the hills." 

'' Fear nothing, Captain Wharton," returned the pedler, with coo- . 
fidence; ''this is not the mountain that Iwould be on, but necessity 
has made me a dexterou s pilot among these hiDa. I will lead yon 
where no man will dare to follow. See, the sun is already setting 
behind the tope of the western mountains, and it will be two houit 
to the rising of the moon. Who, think you, wiU follow us hr, on a 
Norember night, among these rocks and precipices T' 

<' listen r exclaimed Henry; ''the dragoons are shouting to eaeh > 
other; they miss us already." . f 

'« Come to the point of this rock, and you may see them," said * 
Harrey, composedly seating himself down to rest " Nay, they can : 
see ua— obeerre, they are pointing up with their fingers. TImr} 
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«'f Ih^ will pnnoe vb/' cried the impatient Henij; * let us be ' 

^Thej will not think of soch a things'' xetnmcd the pedler, jnok- 
ing the chicker-bcrries that grew on the thin soil where he ssA^ and 
iwj delibenitelydiewing them, leaves and all, to refresh his moatb. 
''What p r ogress could they make here, in their heary boots and 
ipors, snd long swords? No, no — they may go back and torn oot 
the foci, bat the horse pass through these defiles, when they can 
keep the saddle, with fear and trembling. Come, follow me, Gap-' 
tain Wharton; we have a troublesome march before us, but I will ' 
bring you where none will think of Tenturing this night" 

So saying, they both arose, and were soon hid from view amongst 
the rocks and caverns of the mountain. 

The conjecture of the pedler was true. Mason and his men dashed 
down the bill, in pursuit, as they supposed, of their victims, but on^ 
reaching the bottom lands, they found only the deserted horses of 
the fugitives. Some little time was spent in examining the woods 
near them, and in endeavouring t6 take the trail on such ground as^ 
might enable the horse to pursue, when one of the party descried ' 
the pedler and Henry seated on the rock already mentioned. 

''He's ofl,'' muttered Uasoo, eyeing Harvey, with fury; "heV* 
oS, and we are disgraced. By heavens, Washington will not trust^ 
tts with the keeping of a suspected toiy, if we kt the rascal trifle in'' 
this manner with the corps; and there mts the 1gngit«Timiiw^ ioo/ 
looking down upon us with a smile of benevolence I I foney that I 
esn see it Well, well, my lad, you are comfortably seated, I wiD^ 
e aufo ei y 'and that is somefliing better than dancing upon nothing; 
but you are nit to the west of the Harlaem river yet, and I'll try* 
your wind before you tell Sir Henry what you have seen, or I'm no 







.-€'i<ShaUIfire/todfiighten;the l»e^ one of the med^ 

drawing Ida pistol ftom the holster. ' •• - - -'* '•* '• -^ '' - ■* •• ••*•" ' L • 
\ ^ Ay, startle the birds from their perch -» let ts see how thej eaa 
use the wing/' The man fired the pistol, and Mason oondnned-^ 
f-Fore Geotge, I beHere the scoundrels laugh at us. But home- 
ward, or we shall have them rolling stones upon our heads, and the 
Bojal Grazettes teeming with an account of a rebel regiment routed 
by two loyalists. They have told bigger lies than Ihat, befors 



now." 



The dragoons moved sullenly after their officer, who rode towards 
their quarters, musmg on the couxse it behoved him to pursue in the 
present dilemma. It was twilight when Mason's party reached the 
dwelling, before the door of which were collected a great number of 
the officers and men, busily employed in giving and listening to the 
moet exaggerated accounts of the escape of the spy. The mortified 
dragoons gave their ungrateful tidings with the sullen air of disap- 
pointed men; and most of the officers gathered round Mason, to 
consult of the steps that ought to be taken. Miss Peyton and Fran- 
ces were breathless and unobserved listeners to all that passed be- 
tween them, firom the window of the chamber immediately above 
their heads. 

^ Something must be done, and that speedily," observed the com- 
manding officer of the regiment, which lay encamped befisre the 
house : ''this English officer is doubtless an instrument in the great 
blow aimed at us by the enemy lately; besides, our honour is in- 
volved in his escape." 

''Let us beat the woods!" cried several at once; "by morning 
we shall have them both again." 

" SofUy, sofUy, gentlemen," returned the Colonel; "no man can 
travel these hills after dark, unless used to the passes. Nothing but 
horse can do service in this business, and I presume Lieutenant 
Mason hesitates to move without the orders of his major." " 

" I oertainly dare not," replied the subaltern, gravely shaking hit 
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beadi ^' tmleas yoa will take the responaibiliiy of an order;;Jb>iit Ha* 
jor Donwoodie will be back again in twQ hoarSj.and we.can^carry 
tbe tidings through the hilla before daylight; so that by spreading 
patrols acroes, from one river to the other^ and offering a reward to 
the oountryi people, their escape will yet be impossibley unless they 
can join the party that is said to be out on the Hudson/' . ^ f 

" A Teiy plausible plan/' cried the Colonel, ''and one that must 
moceed; but let a messenger be despatched to Dunwoodioi or he 
may continue at the ferry until it proves too late ; though doubtless 
the runaways will lie in the mountains to>night" 

To this suggestion Mason acquiesced, and a courier was sent to the 
Major with the important intelligence of the escape of Henry, and 
an intimation of the necessity of his presence to conduct the pursuit 
After this arrangement, the officers separated. 

When 3Ii5s Peyton and her niece first learnt the escape of Gap- 
tain Wharton, it was with difficulty they could credit their senses. 
They both relied so implicitly on the success of Dunwoodie's ezei^ 
tions, that they thought the act, on the part of their relative, ex- 
tremely imprudent ; but it was now too late to mend it While 
listening to the conversation of the officers, both were struck with * 
the. increased danger of Hemys situation, if re-captured, and they 
trembled to think of the great exertions that would be made to ac- 
complish this object Miss Peyton consoled herself, and endeavoured 
to cheer her niece, with the probability that the fugitiTes would 
pursue their conrse with unremitting diligenoe, so that they mi^t 
reach the Neutral Ground before the horse would carry down the 
tidings of their flight The absence of Dunwoodie seemed to her 
all-impoijant, and the artless lady was anxiously devising some pro> 
Jeet that might detain her kinsman, and thus give her nephew the 
longest ponble time. But veiy different were the reflections of 
Frances. She could no longer doubt that the figure she had seen 
on the hill was Birch, and she felt certain that, instead of flying ts 
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the friendly foroes 'belowi her hrother would he teken to the mjBt^ 
rioos hut to pan the nij^t I 

Ranoes and her annt held a long and animated diacoaBioii by 
. themaelTeSy when the good spnster reluctantly yielded to die repie- 
tentation of her nieooi and, folding her in her aimsi she Viwwd hcf 
oold cheek, and, ferrently blesang her, allowed her to depart on aa 
errand of frateraal love. 
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CHAPTER 

« 

And hen, ftrlora umI kit, I tnad. 

With ftintan^ ftepa* aod iloir; 
Where wilds, imniMaimbl j ifireed. 

Seem leafth'nmf ee I fow 

The ni^t had set in dark and chilling^ as Frances Wharton, with a 
beating heart but light step, moved through the little garden thai 
lay behind the £urm-hoase which had been her brother's piiaon, and 
took her way to the foot of the mountain, where she had seen tha 
figure of him she supposed to be the pedler. It was still early, but 
the darkness and the dreary nature of a November evening would, 
at any other moment, or with leas inducement to exertion, hare 
driven her back in tenor to the circle she had left. Without pausing 
to reflect, however, she flew over the ground with a rapidity that 
seemed to bid defiance to all impe£ments, nor stopped even to 
breathe, until she had gone half the distance to the rook tiiat she 
had marked as the spot where Birch made his appearance on that 

The good treatment of their women is the surest evidence that a 

people can give of their dviUsation ; and there is no nation which 

has more to boast of, in this respect, than the Americans. Frances 

felt but little apprehenaon from the ocderiy and quiet troops who 

were taking their evening^s repast on the side of the highway, oppo> 

site to the field through which she was flying. They were her ooan- 

trymen, and she know that her sex would be respected by the Eastern 

militia, who oompoeed this body; but in the volatile and reoklear 
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ehaiBiQteiiof. the Southem hone ahe-faad Ins cooiideneg. rOntngH i 
of iDj deacriptioii were seldoiii oommitted bj the rail j Amerieu - 
■oUieiy; bat ahe ieooiled| with ejotpuaite delicMj, from even the 
•ppeannoe of humiliatioii. Wheiii thore&rei ahe heard the fiMHatepa 
of a hone moving alowlj up the read, ahe ahnnky timidl j| into s 
little thicket of wood which grew around the apring that babbled 
from the aide of a.hillock near her. The Tidette, for aoch it proffed 
to be, paaaed her withoat noticing her form, which waa ao enveloped 
aa to be aa little oonapicooua aa poasible, humming a low air to him* 
aelf| and probably thinking df aome other fiur that he had left on the 
banka of the Potomac 

Frances listened anxiously to the retreating footsteps of his horse, 
and, aa they died upon her ear, she ventured from her place of se> 
crecy, and advanced a short distance into the field, where, startled 
at the gloom, and appalled with the dreariness of the prospect, she 
paused to reflect on what she had undertaken. Throwing back the 
hood of her cardinal, ahe sooght the support of a tree, and gated to- 
warda the sommit of the mountain that was to be the goal of her 
enterprise. It roae from the plain like a huge pyramid, giving no* 
thing to the eye but ita outlinea. The pinnacle coold be frintly 
diaoemed in front of a lighter back-ground of douds, between which 
a few glimmering stars occasionally twinkled in moment^ bright- 
neaa, and then gradually became obecured by the passing vapoar 
that waa moving before the wind, at avast distance below the doada . 
themselves. Should she return, Heniy and the pedler would moat 
probably paaa the ni^t in fimcied aecurity upon that veiy hill, ^ 
warda which she waa straining her eyes, in the vain hope of obaerviag 
aome li^t that might encourage her to proceed. The deliberate, and 
idbat to her aeemed cold-blooded, project of the oflSoer for the r»* - 
e^tore of the fngitivea, atill rang in her ears, and stimulated her to .• 
go on; but the solitude into which ahe must venture, the time, the ^ . 
aetoal danger of the aaoent, and the uncertainty of her finding tha^ 
ha% or what was adU pwve diahearteninfr the chance that it nyghl . 
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be oocapied b/ imkiiowii tenanis^ and tiiose of the worst de8cript«m'>. 
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— urged her to retreat' 

•The increasing darkness was each moment rendering objects less ' 
tud less distinct, and the clouds were gathering more gloomily in the * 
rear of the hill, until its form could no longer be discerned. Frances 
threw bock her rich curls with both hands on her temples, in order 
to possess her senses in their utmost keenness ; but the towering hill ' 
was entirely lost to the eye. At length sne discovered a faint and ' 
twinkling blaze in the direction in which she thought the building - 
stood, that by its rcriving and receding lustre, might be taken for 
the glimmering of a fire. But the delusion vanished, as the horizon 
again cleared, and the star of evening shone forth from a cloud, after 
struggling liai'd, as if for existence. She now saw the mountain to 
the left of the place where the planet was shining, and suddenly a 
streak of mellow b'ght burst upon the £intastic oaks that were thinly 
scattered over its summit, and gradually moved down its side, until 
the whole pile became distinct under the rays of the rising moon. 
Although it would have been physically impossible for our heroine ' 
to advance without the aid of the friendly light, which now gleamed 
on the long line of level land before her, yet she was not encouraged 
to proceed. If she could see the goal of her wishes, she could also 
perceive the difficulties that must attend her reaching it. 

While deliberating in distressing ii^rtitude, now shrinking with 
the timidity of her sex and years from the enterprise, and now re- 
solving to rescue her brother at every hazard, Frances turned her' 
looks towards the east, in earnest gaze at the clouds which constancy • 
threatened to involve her again in comparative darkness. Had an 
adder stung her, she could not have sprung with greater celerity 
than she recoiled from the object against which she was leaning, and 
which she, for the fint time, noticed. The two upright posts, with «' 
eroes-beam on their tops, and a rude pLuform beneath, told but too 
plainly the nature of the structure; even the oord was suspended 
from an iron staple, and was swinging, to and fro, in the night air. '' 



Ennccfl' hesitated no longer, but rather flew than'nn 'acron thi ^ 
• meadow, and waa soon at the base of the rock, where'ahe hoped tt ^ 
And iomething like a path to the aonunit of the motintam. Hen -" 
ahe waa compelled to pauao for breath, and she unprored the leisarB 
bj snrvejing the groond abont her. The ascent waa quite abnip^ 
bat she soon found a sheep-path that wound among the shelving 
locks and through the trees, so as to render her labour much \tm ' 
tiresome than it otherwise would have been. Throwing a fearful 
gbmce behind, the determined girl commenced her jouracj upwards. 
Young, active, and impelled by her generous motive, she moved up ' 
the hill with elastic steps, and very soon emerged firom the cover of 
the woods, into an open space of more level ground, that had evi* 
dentlj been cleared of its timber, for the purpose of cultivation. But 
either the war, or the sterility of the soil, had compelled the adven- 
turer to abandon the advantages that he had obtained over the wil- 
derness, and already the bushes and briers were springing up afresh, 
as if the plough had never traced its furrows through the mould 
which nourished them. 

Frances felt her spirits invigorated by these faint vestiges of the 
labour of man, and she walked up the gentle acclivity, with renewed 
hopes of success. The path now diverged in so many cUfferent dire^ 
tions, that she soon saw it would be useless to follow their windings, 
and abandoning it, at the first turn, she laboured forward towards 
what she thought waa the nearest point of the summit The cleared 
ground waa soon past, and woods and rocks, clinging to the pted* 
pitous sides of the mountain, again opposed themselves to her pro> 
gress. Occasionally, the path waa to be seen ronning along the verge 
of the dealing, and then striking off into the scattering patchea of 
grsss and herbage, but in no Instance could she trace it upw xi, 
TufU of wool, hanging to the briers, sufficiently denoted the origin ' 
of these tracks, and Francea rightly conjectured that whoever d^ ' 
•efnKl pid the mountain* would avail K«">f^^^ of their tt^nadtrntm , to^ 
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lighten the bbour. Seating herself oo a stone, the woariod fpA ^ 
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again paused tomt and to rdleot: the donda were riaiiig befine /r 
the moon, and the whole scene at luirftetky pictured in the softest . 
ooloan. • .. ' ' * ; 

The white tents of tiie militia were stretched in regular lines, im- 
mediately beneath hor. The light was shining in the window of her . 
pnnty who, Fmnoea easily fancied, was watching the mountain, racked 
with all the anxiety she might be supposed to &el for her niece. . 
Lantoma were playing about in the stable-yard, where she knew the 
horses of the dragoons were kept, and believing them to be preparing 
for their night march, she again qf^rang upon her feet, and renewed 
her UuL 

Our heroine had to ascend more than a quarter of a mile fiother, 
although she had already conquered two-thirds of the height of the 
mountain. But she was now without a path, or any guide to direct 
her in her course. Fortunately, the hill was conical, like most of 
the mountains in that range, and, by advancing upwards, she was 
oertain of at length reaching the desired hut, which hung, as it were, 
on the very pinnacle. Nearly an hour did she struggle with the 
numerous difficulties that she was obliged to overcome, when, having 
been repeatedly exhausted with her efforts, and, in sereral i?^irtwif^ 
in great danger from fidls, she succeeded in gaining the small piece 
of table-land on the summit 

Faint with her exertions, which had^been unusually severe for so 

9 

slight a frame, she sank on a rock, to recover her strength and forti- , 
tude fi>r the approaching interview. A few moments sufficed for this 
purpose, when she proceeded in quest of the hut All of the nei^- 
bouring hills were distinctly visible by the aid of the moon, and 
Frances was able, where ahe stood, to tnoe the route of the hi(^ 
way, from the plains into the mountains. By following this lino 
with her eyes, she soon discovered the point whence she had seen ' 
the mysterious dwelling, and directly opposite to that point she wdl 
knew the hut must stand. 
The chilling air sighed Uirou^ the leafless branches of the gnarled 
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leaTea .on .which she trod, Fnaoes moted fbrwazd to.Uiit part of the. 
hill whero she e]qpectod to find this secluded hshitation ; hot noduqg \ 
coold she discern that in the least zesembled a dwelling of an j mi. 
Lkvain she ftTaminiMl every recess of the rocks, or inqoisitiTelj es-. 
plorod every part of the sommit that she thought coold hold the. 
tenement of the pedler. No hut, nor any. vestige of a human hein^.. 
coold she trace. The idea of her solitode stmck on the tenified . 
mind of the affiighted ffii, and approaching to the edge of a shdv* 
ing rock| she bent forward to gase on the ngos of life in the vale, 
when a ray of keen light dasxied her eyes, and a warm air difiosed 
itself over her whole fiauc. Becovering from her sorprise, IVanoet 
looked on the ledge beneath her, and at once perceired that she stood 
directly over the object of her search. A hole throo^ its roof 
afforded a passage to the smoke, which as it blew aside, showed her 
a clear and cheerful fire crackling and snapping on a rode hearth of 
stone. . The approach to the front of the hut was by a winding path 
around the point of the rock on which she stood, and by this she 
advanced to its door. 

Three sides of this singular edifice, if such it could be called, were 
composed of logs laid alternately on each other, to a little mono than 
the height of a man ; and the fourth was formed by the rock a^^inst 
which it leaned. The roof was made of the baik of trees, laid in 
long strips from the rock, to its eaves; the fissures between the ky 
bad been stuffed with day, which in many places had &Uen out, and. 
dried leaves were made use of as a substitute to keep out the wind. 
A single window of four panes of glass was in front, but a beard 
carefully closed it, in such a manner as to emit no light, from the 
fire within. .After pausing some time to view this singolariy ec»». 
ftrocted hiding-place, for soch Frances well knew it to be, she a^ 
plied her eye to a crevice to fframine the imide. There was no lamp 
or candle, but the biasing fire of dry wood made the interior of the . 
hnt li|^t enough to read by. In one eoaier laya bedof stnW|With 






k 'pur of l>Im]Eets ilinini cmleasfy '6ver' tt, tt tf left NAere' ih^° , 
had last lieien 'used. "-Against the ireUa'and rock ireie sospended,^' 
finbm pegs forced into the crevices, Tmiobs gannents, and kack n " 
were apparently fitted for all ages and conditions, and for either Hex. '^ 
British and America^ nnifonns hung pcaceablj bj the side of each 
other; and on the peg that supported a gown of striped calico, snch 
ts was the usual country wear, was also depending a well-powdered 
wig : in short, the attire was numerous, and as various as if a whole 
parish were to be equipped from this one wardrobe. 

In the angle against the rock, and opposite to the fire which was 
burning in the other comer, was an open cupboard, that held a plate 
or two, a mug, and the remains of some broken meat Before the 
fire was a table, with one of its legs fractured, and made of rough 
boards; these, with a single stool, composed the furniture, if we ex- 
cept a few articles of cooking. A book that, by its size and shape, 
appeared to be a Bible, was lying on the table, unopened. But it 
was the occupant of the hut in whom Frances was chiefly interested. 
This was a man, sitting on the stool, with his head leaning on his 
hand, in such a manner as to conceal his features, and deeply ooeu- 
pied isC examining some open papers. On the table lay a pair of 
curiously and richly mounted horseman's pistols, and the handle of 
a sheathed rapier, of exquisite workmanship, protruded from between 
the legs of the gentleman, one of whose hands carelessly rested on 
its guard. The tall stature of this unexpected tenant of the hot, 
and his fbrm, much more athletic than that of either Harvey or her 
brother, told Frances, without the aid of his dress, that it was ndther 
of those she souf^t A close surtout was buttoned high in the 
throat of the stranger, and parting at his knees, showed breeches' of 
buff, with mSitaiy boots and spun. His hair was dressed so as to 
expose 'the whole face; and, after the ftshion of that day, it was 
pfofnsely powdered. A round hat was laid on the stones that formed 
% paved floor to the hut, as if to make room fat a large map, whieh, 
among the other papen^ ocenpied the taUe. 
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^TUm mk an'imeqeotod evwi to jam adrmtant. ilS^hMiAaim 

Saio Mofident that the figure twiee seen iras the pedler, ^^^ ^^ kttn* 

c4 ing hit agencjin her htother^s «ac^ie,ahe did not k the hail doehi 

jT^t finding them both in the plaoe, whidi, ahe noi( diaoomed, waa 

* joocapied b^ another and a atnoger. She alood, eameatly lookup 

"ttibxoo^ the crevioe^ heaitating idiether to retire, or to wait with the 

.' ' eipectation of jet meeting Heniy, aa the atranger moved hia hand 

from before hia eyea, and raiaed hia fiioe, iq[^iarentljin deep mnain^ 

wheal Fnnoea inatantl j recogniaed the benevolent and atn»|^j 

maibd, baft eo m poaed, ftatnrea of Haiper. 

All that Donwoodie had aaid of hia power and di^ontioa; all 
that he had himaelf promised her brother, and all the eonfidcnee 
that had been created by his dignified and paternal manner, mahed 
aeroaa the mind of Franoes, who threw open the door of the hot, and 
fidling at his foet, cla^)ed his knees with her anna, aa she cried — 

''Save him-^save him — save my brother; remember your prcK 
miae, and aave himT' 

Haiper had risen aa the door opened, and there waa a alig^ mov»> 
ment of one hand towards his pistok; bat it waa cool, and inatantiy 
checked. He niaed the hood of the cardinal, which had &lkn over 
her fnatnTfiti and exclaimed, with some mirisirifiM 
M Miaa Wharton ! Bat yoaoannot be alone T' 
^. ''There ia none here bat my Qod and yoa; and by hia saered 
name, I conjore yoa to remember year promiae, and aave my bn^ 
therr 

.-;-. Haiper gently laiaed her from her Vneea, and plaoed her on the 
•tool, begging her at the same time to be eompoaed, and to aeqoaiul 
him irith the natore of her etrand. Thia Franoea instantly did, in* 
genoooaly ■Emitting him to a knowledge of all her views in visiting 
. that lone spot at each an hoar, and by henelf. 
.. It waa at all times diScolt to probe the thooghta of one who held 
his passions in soch disciplined aobjection sa Haiper, bat atiU there 
a lii^ting of his thooghtftal eye, and a ali^t onbending of hia 
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a miuelfl0| aa'tlie hniried and aiudoaB gid proeecded in her namJ&y, 

-aHii intores^ as she dwelt upon the maimer of Heniy's esoapsi and 

'oihe flight to the woods, was deep and manifest and he listened to 

'the remainder of her tale with a mariced expreswm of benevdeni 

- indulgence. Her apprehensions, that her brother mi^^t still be too 

lafte through the mountains, seemed to hsTS much weight with him, 

for, as she ooncloded, he walked a turn or two across the hut, in 

silent musmg. 

' Frances hesitated, and unconsciously played with the handle of 
one of the pistols, and the paleness that her &an had spread over 
her fine features began to gm place to a rich tint, as, afler a short 
pause, she added — 

''We can depend much on the friendship of Major Dunwoodie, 
but his sense of honour is so pure, that — that — notwithstanding 
his— his — feelings^- his desire to serve us— he will conceive it 
to be his duty to apprehend my brother agrilo. Besides, he thinks 
there will be no danger in so dung, as he relies greatly on your in- 
teiference. 

M On mine !" said Haiper, raismg his eyes in surprise. . 
** Yes, on yours. When we told him of your kiod language^ he 
at once assured us all, that you had the power, and if you had prcK 
mised, would have the inclination, to procure Heniy's pardon.'' 
^ Said he more V asked Haiper, who appeared slightly uneasy. 
''Nothing but reiterated assurances of Heniy's safety; even now 
he is in quest of yon." 

" Miss Wharton, that I bear no mean part, in the unhjqppy stng- 
^ between England and America, it mig^t now be useleai to deny. 
You owe your brother's escape, this night, to my knowledge of his 
""^innocence, and the remembrance of my word. ICajor Dunwoodie is 
mistaken, when he says that I mi^t openly have p rocured his par- 
don. I now, indeed, can control his fete, and I pledge to you a 
wotd which has some influence with Wsshington, that means shall 
be taken to prevent his re^^^ture. But from you, also^ I ezact'\^ 
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/Jraniae, that this intervieir, and all fliafc has paged betireeD «^v^ 
Inain oonfined to joor own bowm, untS joa ha^ta my prrmiMinn lo 
qwak upon the snbjecf . . .* 

Frances gave the desired assonnee, and he continoed— 

<<The pedler and jour brother will soon be here, bat I most aol 
be aeen by the royal oflker, or the life of Birch mi^t be the fbr> 
feitoie/' 

^NoTerT' cried Fnunoes, ardently; '^ Heniy ooaU neter be so 
ba^ as to betray the num who sayed him.'* 

^It is no childish game that we are now playingi Miss Whaitoo. 
Hen's lives and fortunes hang upon slender threads, and nothing 
must be left to accident that can be guarded against Did SirHeniy 
Clinton know that the pedler had communion with me, and under 
such circumstances, the life of the miserable man would be tiken 
instantly; therefore, as you ralue human blood, or remember the 
resooe of your brother, be prudent, and be silent Communieata 
what yoa know to them both, and urge them to instant departure. 
If they can reach the last pickets of our army before morning it 
ahall be my care that there are none to interoept them. There is 
better work for Migor Dunwoodie than to be ezponng the lifc of his 
friend." • 

While Harper was speakings he carefblly rolled up the msp he 
had been studying, and placed it, together with sundry pi^en thai 
were also open, into his pocket He was still occupied in this ma» 
ner, when the Toioe of the pedler, talking in unusnaUy loud toiM% 
waa heard directly orer their heads. 

^ Stsnd ftirther this way, Captain Wharton, and you oan see the 
tents, in the moonshine. But let them mount and ride; I !»?• a 
nest, here, that will hold us both, and we will go in at our Usure.** 

<< And where iathia neat r leonfeas thatlhayeeatenbntKttie 
the hat two days, and I ersre some of the cheer you mention.^* 

^HemT said the pedler, exerting his Toioe still more; ^hea— 
'^thia fag has ipven me a cold; but more alow— and be earefU not 
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to sEp, or jpod fiiay laiid on the tmjonet of the sentinei on tlie flataf; ' 
'tb ft steep hill to rise^ but one can go down it with ease." 

Harper pressed his finger on his lip, to remind Frances of her 
promisei and, taking his pistott and hat, so that no vestige of his 
Tisit remained^ he retired deliberately to a far comer of the hnt, 
where, lifting sereral articles of dress, he entered a recess in the 
rock, and, letting them fidl again, was hid from view. Frances no- 
tice^, by the strong fire>light, as he entered, that it was a natural 
cavity, and contained nothing but a few more articles of domestic use. 

The sorprise of Henry and the pedler, on entering and finding 
Frances in possession of the hnt, may be easily imagined. Without 
waiting for explanations or questions, the warm-hearted girl flew into 
the arms of her brother, and gave a vent to her emotiona in lears. 
Bat the pedler seemed struck with very different feelings. His first 
look was at the fire, which had been recently supplied with fuel ; he 
then drew open a small drawer of the table, and looked a little 
alarmed at finding it empty. 

^Are you alone, Miss Fanny r* he asked, in a qoick voice; ^'you 
did not come here alone f 

«As you see me, Mr. Birch," said Frances, raising herself firom 
her brother's arms, and taming an expressive glance towards the 
secret cavern, that the quick eye of the pedler instantly understood. 

''But why and wherefore are you here?" ezdaimed her astonished 
brother; '^and how knew you of this place at tlUJ" 

Frances entered at once into ft brief detail of whftt had oce un ed at 
the house since their departure, and the mottves nhich induced her 
to seek them. 

''But,'' said Birch, ''why fbUow us here, when we were left on 
the <9po6ite hilir 

Frances related the giimpee that she had eaoj^t of the hut and 
pedler, in her passage throa|^ the Highlands, as well as her view 
of him on that day, and Her immediate conjecture that the fbgitivei 
would seek the shelter of this habitation fisr the ni^t. 
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Buxied her fcatnrei asi with open ingcnqonimewj ahe rehlad Ifae mm 
pie incidentB that had made her miatzcss of his secret; andy as she 
ended, he sprang npon his feet^ and, sinking the window with ths 
stick in his hand, demolislied it at a blow. ... , 

MTis hat litde Inznry or comfort thai I know," ho said, ^bol 
even that little cannot bo enjoyed in safety! Miss Wharton," he 
added, advancing before Fanny, and speaking with the bitter meha* 
eholy that was common to him, ^'I am hnntod through these hills 
like a beast of the forest; bat whenerer, tired with my toils, I esa 
reach this spot, poor and dretfiy as it is, I can qpend my sdiitaiy 
nights in safety. Will yon aid to make the life of a wretdi still 
more misembic?" 

^' Never!*' cried Frances, with ferroor; <'yoor secret is safr 
with*me." 

^ Major Danwoodie — " said the pedler, slowly, taming an eye 
npon her that road her soal. 

Frances lowered her head npon her bosem, for a moment, in 
ahame; then, elevating her fine and glowing fiice, she added, with 

'* Never, never, Harvey, as God may hear my prayers !" 
The pedler seemed satisfied; for he drew back, and, watching hie 
opportnnity, nnseen by Henry, slippcni behind the screen, and entered 
.the eavcm. 

Fhuaces and her brother, who thoaght his companion had psased 
throagh the door, continued conversing on the latter's sitoataon fer 
several minutes, when the former urged the necessity of ezpeditieB 
on his part, in order to precede Danwoodie, from whose sense ef 
duty they knew they had no escape. The Captain took oat his 
poeket-book, and wrote a few lines with his pencil; then Ibldiag the 
fKjfer, he banded it to his sister. 

. . " Frances," he said, ^yoa have this night proved yoorself to bo 
«ia inco m parable woman. As you love me, ^ve that anopened Is 
Donwoodie, and remember that two hooia may save mj Vh»" 
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^I win — I HOI; bat whj dehyf Why not flji tnd improre 
Umm precioiu moniMitar' 

'^'Toor fitter nji wdl, Captain Wharton/' eTrlaimfid Harreji 
who had re-entered unseen; ''we must go at onee. Here is food te 
eaty as we traveU' 

''Bat who is to see this £iircreataro in safety?'' cried the Captain 
"I can ncrer desert my sister in soeh a pboe as this.** 

"LeaTe me! leate meT said Frances; "I can descend as I came 
np. Do not doubt me ; yoa know not my coarago nor my strength.'' 

"I have not known yoa, dear giil, it is trne; bat now, as I learn 
year Taloe, can I qait yoa here ? XcTer, never !" 

"Captain Wharton/' said Birch, throwing open the door, "yoa 
can trifle with your own lives, if you have many to spare; I have 
bat one, and must nurse it. Do I go alone, or not V 

"Go, go, dear Henry," said Frances, embnuang him; "go; re* 
member oar ihther; remember Sarah." She waited not for his 
answer, bat gently forced him through the door, and eloeed it with 
her own hands. 

For a short time there was a warm debate between Henxy and the 
pedler; bat the latter ffaially prevailed, and the breathless giri heaid 
the successive plunges, as they went down the sides of the mountain 
at a rapid rate. 

Lnmediately after the ncMse of their departure had ceased, Harper 
re-i^ypeared. He took the arm of Frances in silence, and led her 
from the hot The way seemed &miliar to him; for, ascending to 
the ledge above them, he led his companion across the table<4and 
tenderly, pcMnting out the little difficulties in their route, and eaa- 
turning her against injury. 

Frances felt, as she walked by the side of this extraordinaiy man/ 
that she was supported by one of no common stamp. The Imneas 
of his step, and the composure of his manner, seemed to indieate a 
mind settled and resolved. By taking a route over the back of the 
Un, they dfsecnded with great expeditioo, and bat little danger. 
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The 'ditluoe 'h'^bid taken IViaoes an lio^ 
bj Haiper and hia oompanion in ten Tninntea, mad tfaej entand the « 
. open apeee already mentkxied. He atrnek into one of the Aetp* .^ 
pathBiandiCrosaing the elearingwith rapid atepa^thejeame aoddnlj 
upon a horse, capariaoned for a rider of no mean laak. The nehk 
beast snorted and pawed the earth| aa his master ^proeehed sad 
rephioed the pistols in the holsten. 

Harper then tnzned, and, taking the hand of nan€e% spoke st 
follows:— 

' '< Yon hsTe this night saved Toor brother, Sliss Wharton. It 
would not be proper for me to explain why there are limits to mj 
ability to serve him; bat if you can detain the horw for two hoon^ 
he is assuredly safe. After what you hare already done, I ean be- 
liere you equal to any duty. Ood haa denied to me children, yonng 
lady; but if it had been his blessed will that my marriage should 
not have bee2 childless, such a tzeasuie as yoonelf would I have 
aaked from his mercy. But you axe my child : all who dwell in this 
broad land are my children, and my care; and take the Mfiwim of 
one who hopes yet to meet you in happier days.'' 

As he spoke, with a solemnity that touched Franoea to the heart, 
he laid his hand impressiyely upon her head. The guileless gM 
turned her &00 towards him, and the hood again &lling badk, ex- 
poeed her lorely featurea to the monnheama, A tear was gjistwring 
on either cheek, and her mild blue eyea were gudng upon him in^ 
rererenoe. Harper bent and pressed a patenal kias u^on her fbr^ 
head, and continued — ''Any of these sheepfaths will take jou to 
the plain; but here we must part — I ha?e much to do^ and 6r to 
ride ; forget me in all but your prayers.'' 

He then mounted hb hone, and lifting his hat, rode towards Ae 
back of the mountain, descending at the same time, and was soon 
hid by the trees. Frances sprang forward with a listened heai^ 
and taking the first path that led downwards, in a few minutes she 
reached the plain in aafbtf . While buaied in atealiqg thram^ the 
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meadowi lowaidi the haamf the noise of hone eppEoebhi]ig,gtiitlod - 
her, md the fidi how araeh more was U> be ^ppiehended from muk, 
in lome nioationfly then from aolitode. Hiding her form in the 
angle of a fence near the rood, she remained qniei lor a moment 
and watchod their passago. A small partj* of dragoons, whose dress 
was difircnt from the Yiiginians, passed at a brisk trot They 
were followed by a gentleman, enveloped in a large cloak, whom she 
al once knew to be Harper. Behind him rode a black in lirerj, 
and two yoaths in uniform brought up the rear. Instead of taking 
the road that led bj the encampment, they turned short to the left^ 
and entered the hills. 

Wondering who this unknown but powerful friend of her brother 
could be, Frances glided across the fields, and using due precautions 
in approaching the dweUinf^ xegstned her rcaidenoe undisooTeied 
and m safety. 
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CHAFTEB XXXL 

Benee, buhibl eoDBiDf 
And pfomiit me, plain and bolj inaoeeaMt 
I am ypor wift, if joa will many me* 



1 



On joining Miss Peyton, Frances learnt that Boniroodie was not 
jet returned; although, with a view to rcliere Heniy from the im- 
portunities of the supposed £uiatic, he had desired a vtrj respectahk 
divine of their own church to ride up from the river and offer his 
senioes. This gentleman was already arrived, and had been passing 
the half-hour he had been there, in a sensible and well-bred coDVcr> 
sation with the spinster, that in no degree touched upon their d<^ 
me^o aifiiira. 

To the eager enquiries of Miss Peyton, rehUive to her socoeas in 
her romantio excursion, Frances could say no more than that she 
was bound to bo silent^ and to recommend the same precaution to 
the good maiden also. There was a smile playing around the bean- 
tifiil mouth of Frances, while she uttered this ii^unctaony which 
satisfied her annt that all was as it should be. She was upng her 
nieee to take some refreshment after her fiitigning expedition, when 
the noise of a horseman riding to the door, announced the return of 
the 3Iajor. He had been found by the courier, who was despatched 
by Mason, impatiently waiting the return of Harper to the feny, 
and immediately flew to the place where his friend had been coo- 
flned, tormented by a thousand conflicting fears. The heart of • 
Frances bounded as she listened to his approaching footsteps. It • ^^ 
wanted yet an hour to tho termination of the shortest period Uiat the ^ 

(«4) ! 



v' 



\ 



- - * THE SPY. - 415* 

; --^ - ' 

. '. ■ . - ' ' ■ 

' pedler had fixed as the time neoeasaiy to effect hL enape. Etch ' 
HaipeTi powerful and well-diapoeed as he acknowledged himself to 
be, had laid great stress upon the importance of detaining the Yir- 
fpnians during that hoar. She, howerer, had not time to rally her 
thoughts, before Donwoodie entered one door, as Miss Peyton, with 
the readiness of female instinct, retired throogh another. 

The countenance of Peyton was flushed, and an air of vexation 
and disappointment peiraded his manner. 

M'Xwas imprudent, Frances; nay, it was unkind,'' he cried| 
throwing himself in a chair, '' to fly at the Teiy moment that I had 
assured him of safety ! I can almost persuade myself that you de- 
light in creating points of difference in our feelings and duties.'' 

'' In our duties there may Teiy possibly be a difference," returned 
his mistress, approaching, and leaning her slender form agaunst the 
wall ; " but not in our feelings, Peyton. You must certainly rejoice 
in the escape of Heuiy I" 

'' There was no danger impending. He had the promise of Har* 
per; and it is a word never to be doubted. Oh ! Frances ! Frances ! 
had you known the man, you would never have distrusted his assa- 
lanoe; nor would you have again reduced me to this distressing 
alternative." 

** What alternative ?" asked Frances, pitying his emotions deeply, 
but eagerly seising upon every drcumstanoe to prolong the interview. 

^ What alternative ! am I not compelled to spend this 'night in 
the nddle to recapture yoor brother, when I had thoa^t to lay 
my head oo its piUow, with the happy conscionsnesB of having coo* 
tributed to his release ? You make me seem your enemy; I, who 
would cheerfiilly shed the Isst drop of blood in your aervioe. I 
repeat, Frances, it was rash; it was unkind; it was a sad, sad m»* 
take." 

She bent towards him, and timidly took one of his hands, while 
^^ with the other she gently removed the curls from hii burning brow. 

^ ^Why.go at all, dear PeytonT she asked. << You have don6 
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mobli fir joar boaBtrj;^''ind she oumot enet ndi a ndifiee aa tUi 
at' joar IuxkL" . 'j-. -• . '• •. .• ^..I' .*..•:••■• i'** 

^^Fninoes! Miat Wharton T'ezdaiined the yontli, tpnagng on 
hk tbti, and padng the floor with a cheek that hamt throQ|^ ito 
brown coTcringy and an eye that sparkled with wounded integritf ; 
^it ia not my countiyy bat my honouri that requirea the aKrifioe 
Haa ho not fled from a gonrd of my own oorpa? Bat for thta» 1 
might have been spared the blow I But if the eyes of the Y ir)p- 
niana are blinded to deception and artifice; their horBea are swift of 
foot; and their sabrea keen. We shall see, before t^Huorrow^s sua, 
who will presume to hint that the beauty of the sister funushvd a 
mask to conceal the brother ! Yes, yea; I ahould like, even now/' 
he continued, laughing bitterly, *^ to hear the villain who would dare 
to auimise that such treachery existed V* 

** Peyton, dear Peyton," said Frances, recoiling from hU angiy 
eye, '^ you curdle my blood ^ would you kill my brother?" 

** Would I not die for him !" exclaimed Dunwoodie, aa he toned 
to her more mildly; ''you know I would; but I am distncted wi& 
the cruel surmise to which this step of Heniy's subjects me. What 
will Waaliington think of me, should he learn that I eter became 
your huaband?" 

^ If that alone impela you to act ao hanhly towaida my brother," 
returned Fiancea, with a slight tremor in her Toioe^ ''let it never 
happen for him to learn." 
V ^And thia is conaolation, Franoea!" 

"Nay, dear Dunwoodie, I meant nothing harah or nnkind; bat 
are you not making ua both of more eonaec;aenee with Waahingta 
than the truth will justify?" 

- •" I trust that my name ia not entirely unknown to the Commands^ 
in-ehiel^" aaad the Major, a little proudly; "nor are yoa aa ohaoara 
aa your modesty would make you. I believe 7011, nanee% when 
you aay that you pity me, and it must be my taak to eonttnae wottky 
ef .auehlaelinip. . But I waate the predoua mQittaita;^w« muatgi 
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ihmi^ die']iiik'l04iig]il^ Aftt'Vft^ina^^ be v^mhdl m time fiyr ihet 
duty of to-monoir. Haaoa is alreadj waiting mj orden to moupt.^ 
Fnnoesy I leave joa with a heavy heart; pity me, bat fisel no eon- 
eem finr your brother; he most again beoome a piiaoneri bat eveiy ; 
hair of his head is sacred.'' 

«Stopl Donwoodie, I oonjore yon," cried Frances, gasping for 
breathy as she noticed that the hand of the dock still wanted many 
minatcs to the deared hoar; '^before yoa go on year errand of 
fietidioas daty, read this note that Hmry has left for yoa, and 
which, doobtless, he thoa^t he was writing to the friend of his 
youth." 

"Franeesi I ezcose yoor feelings; but the tame will come when 
yoa will do me jostioe.'' 

** That time is now/' she answered, extending her hand, onable 
any longer to feign a displeasure that she did not feeL 

^ Where got yoa this note ?" eTclaimed the yoath, glancing his 
eyes over ito contents. ''Poor Hairy, yoa are indeed my firiendl 
J£ any gob wishes me happiness, it is yoa !" 

''He does, he does," oried Frances, eagerly; "he wishes yoa 
eveiy happiness; believe what he tells yoa; eveiy word is troe." 

"I do belieye him, lovely girl, and he re&n me to yoa fixr ite 
confirmation. Would that I coold trost eqoally to yoor afiections l" 

"Yoa may, Peyton," saidFtanoes, looking ap with innocent con- 
Uenoe towards her lover. 

"Then read fat yooraeU^ and verify yoor words," intemtpted 
Donwoodie, holding the note towards her. 

Fnmces received it in astonishment, and read the foUowing;^- 

^LifeiMtao^eeiauttobetrtuUdiommcerUttnUeM. lUopeyom^ 

PtffUmj wikmnm to all hiU Coaor, tmd I recommend him to your 

sierejr. JBatf there is a care thai weigke wie to the eartk Look oi 

Wf§ aged and infirm parent He wUl he reproached for the si^ 

possii crisie of hie eon. Look at thoee helpleee eietere thai I leave 

tekmd me wthoni a protector. Prooe to me thai mm looe ueaiL 

18* 
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X^l i^' clergyman wkam^ytm .wUi hring wUk 'wohj uaBe jfornVdi ' ' 
night to Frances, and become at once ;hrotherj eon, and kaakmiP c^t^ 
^^The pi^er fell from tlie handa of "Ennoen, and ahe endaaTOured 
to niae her eyea to the ftoe of Dnnwoodiei but thej aaak abadhei 
to the floor. 

^' Am I irorthj of thia ooofidenoe? Will joa aend me out thk 

night, to meet my own brother? or will it be the offioer of Conpcaa 

in quest of the officer of Britain V \ t 

^ And wonld joa do leas of jonr dntj beeanae I am your wifii, 

' Major Donwoodie? in what degree would it better the oooditioii of 

Henry r 

<<Henxyi I repeat, ia aafe. The word of Harper ia hia goarantee; 
but I will show the world a bridegroom/' continned the yonth, per- 
hapa deceiving himaelf a little, << who ia eqnal to the duty of airest* 
ing the brother of hia bride." 

^And will the world oomprehend thia refinement?'' aaid Franoeay 
with a mnaing air, that lighted a ihonaand hopea in the boaomof her 
loyer. In fiict^ the temptation waa mighty. Indeed, there aeemed . 
no other way to detain Donwoodie until the fiital hour had elapaed. 
The words of Harper himself, who had so lately told her that <^ienlj 
he ooold do but litde for Henry, and that every thing depended 
npon gaining time, were deeply engraved upon her memory. Per- 
hapa there waa also a fleeting thought of the poaaibility of an eternal 
aeparation from her lover, should he proceed and bring back her : 
brother to punishment. It ia difficult at all timea to analyae human 
.emotions, and they paaa through the aenaitive heart of a woman with* 
the rapidity andTiearly with the vividness of lightning. 

c/'Why do you hesitate, dear Franoeaf" cried Dunwoodie^ who 
waa atudying her varying countenance; '^a &w minutea mi^t giw I 
me a husband's daim to protect you." - • •;> *.)ti 

.francos grew giddy. She turned an anxioua eye to the Antk, t 
and the hand aoomcd to linger over its fiice, aa if with intent to toi^ • 
tnie her.^^ >.»\..^ ^ ^.:? -: . « ^ f;.\:ru:."ii -iaJJ^'i^ i^wiM^* . i 



* • / . 

t""** Speak/ Enrnoed,^ falifmtrrei iJoriwoodierf •'may Tranmon'my^ , 
go63' kinswoman ? determine/ for time presses.** • "* ^' ' * 

vShe endearonzed to reply, bat could only whisper aomething that 
was inaudible, bat which her loTer, with the privilege of immemoxial * 
eostom, construed into assent He turned and flew to the doori^ 
when his mistress recovered her voice — 
. ^Stop, Peyton I I cannot enter into such a solemn engagement 
with a fraud upon my conscience. I have seen Henry snoe his 
eaei^y and time b all-important to him. Here is my hand ; if, with 
thia knowledge of the consequences of deby, you will not reject it^ 
it is freely yours/' 

'* Reject it T' cried the delighted youth ; '' I take it as the richest 
gift of Heaven. There is time enough for us all. Two hours will 
take me through the hills ; aud by noon, to-morrow, I will return 
with Washington's pardon for your brother, and Henry will help to 
enliven our nuptiak." 

'' Then meet me here, in ten minutes," said Frances, greatly re- 
lieved by unbnrthening her mind, and filled with the hope of securing 
Henr/s safety, ^' and I will return and take those vows, which will 
bmd me to you for ever.*' 

Dunwoodie paused only to press her once to his bosom, and flew 
to communicate his wishes to the priest 

Miss Peyton reoeiv^ the avowal of her niece with infinite aston- 
ishment^ and a little displeasure. It was viokdng all the order and 
deoomm of a wedding to get it up so hastily, and with so little cere- - 
numy. But Frances, with modest firmness, declared that her leaoln- 
tion was taken ; she had long possessed the consent of her friends, 
and their nuptials, for months, had only waited her pleasoie. She 
had now promised Dunwoodie, and it was her wish to comply; more 
she dare not say without committing herself, by entering into ezpl»- 
nationa that mig^t endanger Birch, or Harper, or both. Unused to 
eontention, and really much attached to her kinsman, the feeble 
objections of Hias Peyton gavo way to tho fimmoaa of her meoft-^' 
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Mr;' Wharton was too Moompletel^ » oonTnri to tiio doctrino of 
ttTB obodjence and non-resiatanoey to withstand anj aolicitation from 
an oflSoer' of Dimwoodie'a inflnenoe in the lebd anniea: and tho 
maid vetoraed to the^partmentyaeeompaniedbjher&tharandann^ 
at tho expiration of tho time that she had fbud. Donwoodie and 
tho dergjman were already there. Fntneesy aUentlji and withont 
the affectation of reaerveiphwed in his hand the wedding^ing of her 
own mother, and after some little time spent in amngittg Mr. Whai>> 
ton and herself, Miss Peyton suffered the ceremony to proceed. 

The dock stood directly before the eyes of Franoesy and she 
turned many an anzions glance at the dial; hot the solemn language 
of the priest soon can^t her attention, and her mind became intent 
Qpon the TOWS she was uttering. The ceremony was quickly orer, 
and as the deigyman closed the words of benediction, the dock told 
the hour of nine. This waa the time that Harper had deemed lo 
important, and Frances &lt as if a migh^ load was at onoe removed 
from her heart. 

I>unwoodio folded her in his snns, aluted the mild aunt again 
and agun, and shook Mr. Wharton and the diyixie repeatedly by the 
hands. In the midst of the felicitation, a tap was heard at the door 
It wips opened, and Mason appeared. 

^ We are in the aaddle,'' said the Lieutenant^ ^and, with your 
permission, I will lead on; as you are so wdl mounted, you esn 
orertake ua at your leisure.'' 

• ^ Yes, yes, my good fellow; march,'' cried Dunwoodis^ gladly 
aeising an ezonse to linger; '^I will reaeh you at the first half 

The subaltern retired to execute these orders; he waa followed by 
Mr. Wharton and the diyine. 

<<Now, Peyton,'' said Frances^ <<it is indeedT a brother that you 
> seek; I am sure I need not caution you in hia behalf, shonld you 
unfbrtnnatdy find him." 

«8ay fortunatdy," cried the youth; '^fiv I am detennined he 
.shall ysi danea at my wedding. Would thai I oqoUl win him Iq our 
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CMm I il k the oniw of liia ooon^;. aod I eoold fight wilh uuM 
plaisun, Fnnoesi with your brother bj my aide." ./ri» 

. :^Oht me&timi iiiiotl joa awiken terrible refieetioiis." ^a 

^I will not mention it^" lelomod her hnabukd; ^'batlmiiat now 
leave yoo. But the eooner I go, Fiancesi the sooner I ahalL return." 

The noiM of a horseman was heard approaching the hoasoi and 
Donwoodie was yet taking leave of his bride and her aont, when an 
officer waa shown into tho room by his own man. 

The gentleman wore tho dress of an aid-de-camp, and the Major 
at once knew him to be one of the military fiimily^f Washington. 

'^ Major Dunwoodic/' he said, after bowing to tho ladies, ** the 
Commander-in-chief has directed mo & give you these orders." 

He executed his mission, and, pleading duty, took his leave ink- 
mediately. 

** Here, indeed !" cried the Major, << is an unexpected turn in the 
whole affair; but I understand it; Harper has got my letter, and 
already we feel his influence." 

*' Have yon news affecting Henxy V cried Frances, springing to 
his side. 

"Listen, and you shall judge." 

" Sir — Upon the receipt of tkisj yom will coneenirau yomr 
$quadraiif 90 as to he in froni of a covering party which the enemy 
ha$ $eni up in froni of hie foragers^ by ten o^clock to^morrott^ on 
the heights of Crotonj where you will find a body of foot to support 
you. The escape of the English spy has been reported to me, but 
Us arrest is ummporlani^ compared with the duty I now assign yom, 
Tou will^ therefore^ recall your wun^ if^^o^lf ^^ >* pursuit^ and e»- 
isaoour to defeat the enemy forthwith. 

^ Tour obedient Servant^ 

" Geo. WAsnTxoTOw." . . 

^Thank OodI" cried Dunwoodie, "my hands are washed of I 
Heniys recapture ; I can now move to my duty with honour." ^ 
, _"AiMi with pradenoo too, dear Peyton," said FrLOoes, with a tscQ 
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as pole as death; ''remember, DanwoodiC| yoa leaTO behind joa 
new daims <m your life.'' 

« 

The yoath dwelt on her lorely bat pallid SBatarei with nptore; 
and, as he folded her to his heart, exclumed — 

** For jour sake, I will, loTel j innocent !'' Frances aobbed a mo* 
ment on his bosom, and he tore himself from her presence. 

Miss Peyton retired with her niece, to whom she concetTed it ne- 
cessary, before they separated for the night, to gire an admonitoiy 
leetore on the subject of matrimonial duty. Her instroction was 
modestly received, if not properly digested. We regret that history 
has not handed down to ns this precioas dissertation; but the rcsolt 
of all our investigation has been to learn that it partook largely of 
those peculiarities which are said to tincture the rules prescribed to 
govern bachelors' children. We shall now leave the ladies of thr 
Wharton &mily, and.retum to Captain Wharton and Harvey Birch 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 

Allow him not a parting word; 

Sioct be tho thiifl, and rara the oord! 



lUcAy. 



Toe pedler and his companion soon lesched the ralley, and after 
pausing to listen, and hearing no sounds which announced that pur- 
suers were abroad, thej entered the highway. Acquainted with 
eveiy step that led through the mountainsy and p ossessed of sinews 
inured to toil, Birch led the way, with the lengthened strides that 
were peculiar to the man and his pro&ssbn ; his pack alone was 
wanting to finish the appearance of his ordinary business air. At 
times, when they approached one of those little posts held by the 
American troops, with which the Highlands abounded,, he would 
take a ditsuit to avoid the sentinels, and plunge fearlessly into a 
thicket, or ascend a rugged hill, that to the eye seemed impassable. 
But the pedler was femiliar with eyery turn in their difficult route, 
knew where the ravines might be penetrated, or iriiero the streams 
were feidable. In one or two instanoes, Henry thought that their 
further p ro g r es s was absolutely at an end, but the ingenuity, or 
knowledge, of his guide, oonquered eveiy difficulty. Alter walking 
at a great rate for three hours, they suddenly diverged finom the road, 
which inclined to the east, and held their oouxse directly across the 
hills, in a due south direction. This movement was made, the 
pedler informed his companion, in order to avoid the parties who 
constantly petroled in the southern entrance of the Highlands, as 
well as to shorten the distance, ty travelling in ^.straight Una. After 
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TCMhing Uie lomiiiir of ftrhfll, Harvex >^^ 1^*^^ 

a little mill and apening a wallet^ that he had iluig where hk paek 

was oommonly sospendedi he inTited hia oomiade to paitaka of the 
eoane fiire it contained. Heniy had kept pace with the pedler^ 
more bj the excitement natural to his sitoation, than bj the eqioalicf 
of hia physical powers. The idea of a halt was unpleaaaaty so long 
as there existed a possibility of the hone getting below him, in time 
to intereept their retreat through the neutral ground. He, therefiorei 
stated his apprehensions to his companion, and urged a wish to proceed. 
^ Follow my example, Captain Wharton/* said the pedlcTi com- 
mencing his frugal meal; ''if the horse have started, it will be mora 
tiian man can do to head them ; and if they have not, work is eat 
out for them, that will drive all thoughts of you and me from thdr 
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^ You said yourself, that two hours' detention was all-important 
to us, and if we loiter here, of what use will be the adtantage that 
we may hare already obtained?" 

''The time is passed, and 3Iajor Dunwoodie thinks little of fbt 
lowing two men, when hundreds are waiting for him, on the banks 
of the river." 

"Listen !" interrupted Henry; "there are horse at this moment 
passing the foot of the hill. I hear them eren laughing and talk* 
ing to each other. Hist ! there is the voice of Dunwoodie himsdf ; 
he ealla to his comrade in a manner thai shows but little une a sin ess. 
One would think that the situation of his friend would lower Us 
spirits; surely Frances oould not have given him the letter.'' 

On hearing the first exclamation of the Gi^>tain, Birch areas from 
his seat, and approached cautiously to the brow of the hill, t|kittg 
esre to keep his body in the shadow of the rocks, so as to be 
al any distance, and earnestly reconnoitred the group of 
horsemen. He continued listening, until their quick ibotsteps 
no longer audible, and then quietly returned to his seat, and mth 
iTi ?^*?*r ftrablfl OQolDess resumed his mesL 
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'^Toa bave i long wbU:, iod s tiraome one, brf<nn» joOi-Captidn'^ 

Wbarton; joa had better do as I do — joa were eager for food at • 

tlie hut above Kahldll, bat travelling seems to have worn doim joor ^~ 

appetite.'' ' -^ 

^I thought mjsdf safe theny bat the Information of my aster 
fills me with oneasinesSy and I cannot eat" 

^ You have less reason to be troubled now than at an j time since 
the night before yon were taken, when jon refused mj advicey and 
an oflR*r to see you in, in safety/' returned tho pcdler. ^Olajor 
Dunwoodie is not a man to laugh and be gay, when his firicnd is in 
difficulty. Come, then, and eat, for no horse will be in our way, if 
we can hold our legs for four hours longer, and the sun keeps behind 
the hills as long ns common." 

There was a composure in the pcdler s manner that encouraged 
his companion ; and having once determined to submit to Harvey's 
government, he suffered himself to be persuaded into a tolerable 
supper, if quantity be considered without any reference to the qua- 
lity. After completing their repast, the pcdler resumed his 
journey. 

Henry followed in blind submission to his will. For two hours 
more they struggled with the difficult and dangerous passes of the 
Highlands, without road, or any other guide than the moon, which 
was travelling the heavens, now wading through flying clouds, and 
now shining brightly. At length they anived at a point where tho 
moontains sunk into roogh and unequal KfIWIt^*, and passed at once 
from the barren sterility of the predpioes, to the imperfect coltare 
of the neutral ground. 

-The pedler now became more guarded in the manner in which 
diey proceeded, and took divers precautions to prevent meeting any 
moving parties of the Americans. With the stationary posts he was ^ 
too familiar to render it probable he mi^t fidl upon any of them 
unawares. He woond among the hiUs and vales, now keeping the 
higl&wayB and now avoiding them, with a precision' that seemed in* 
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■dnciiTC. There waa nothing clustio in his bctdy'lmt ho glided 

' irer the ground trith enormous strideSi and a hodj bent forward, 

without appearing to use exertion, or know wearineas. * ' * ' ' '* 

The moon hod set, and a faint streak of light was beginning to 
show itself in the east Captain Wharton \xmtnrcd to express a 
sense of fatigue, and to enquire if thej were not jet arriTed at a 
part of the country, where it might be safe to apply at some of the 
fiinn-houses fer admission. 

** See here/' said the pedlcr, pointing to a hill, at a short distanes 
in their rear ; '' do you not see a man walking on the point of that 
rock? Turn, so as to bring the daylight in the range-* now, see, 
ho moves, and scews to be looking earnestly at something to the 
eastward. Tliat is a royal sentinel; two hundred of the rig^lar 
troops lay on that hill, no doubt sleeping on their arms.'* 

''Then,'' cried Hcnr}', 'Met us join them, and our danger is 
ended/' 

♦* Softly, softly, Captain TVharton," said the pedler, drily, " you'tv 
once been in the midst of three hundred of them, but there was a 
man who oould take you out; see you not yon dark body, on the 
side of the opposite hill, just above the corn-stalks ? There are the 
— the rebels, (since that is the word for us loyal subjects,) waiting 
only for day, to see who will be master of the ground." 

*' Nay, then," exclaimed the fiery youth, *^ I will join the troops 
of my prince, and share their fortunes, be it good or be it bad." 

** You forget that you fight with a halter round your neck ; no, 
no — I have promised one whom I must not disappoint, to cany 
you safe in ; and unless you forget what I have already done, and 
what I have risked for you. Captain Wharton, yon will toni and 
follow me to Harlaem." 

To this appeal the youth felt unwillingly obfiged to aubmit; and 
they continued their course towards the city. It was not long befera 
they gained the bonks of the Hudson. After searching Ibr a short 
time under the shore, the pedler diaoovcred a akiff, that fffm^i la 
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be vn oU acquamtaiioe;' and entering it with hia companion, h» ' 
landed Um on the aoath mde of the Croton. Here Biich declared 
tbej irere in safety; for the royal troops held the continentala at 
Imj, and the former were oat in too great strength, for the light 
parties of the latter to tnist thcmaelTCS below that river, on the im« 
mediate banks of the Hndson. 

Throoghont the whole of this arduoos flight, the pedler hq4 mani* 
fostcd a coolness and presence of mind that nothing appeared to dis- 
turb. All his fiicnltics seemed to be of more than nsoal perfection, 
and the infirmities of nature to have no dominion over him. Henry 
had followed him like a child in leading-strings, and he now reaped 
his reward, as he felt a bound of pleasure at his heart, on hearing 
that he was relieved from apprehension, and permitted to banish 
every doubt of security. 

A steep and laborious ascent brought them from the level of the 
tide-waters to the high lands, that form, in this part of the river, 
the eastern banks of the Hudson. Retiring a little from the high* 
way, under the shelter of a thicket of cedais, the pedler threw his 
fonn on a flat rock, and announced to his companion that the hour 
for rest and refreshment was at length arrived. The day was now 
opened, and objects could be seen in the distance, with distinctness. 
Beneath them lay the Hudson, stretching to the south in a straight 
line, as for as the eye could reach. To the north, the broken frag- 
ments of the Highlands threw upwards their lofty heads, above 
masses of fog that hung over the water, and by which the course of 
the river oould be traced into the boscmi of hills, whose oonical 
summits were grouping together, one behind another, in that discn^ 
der which might be supposed to have succeeded their gigantic, but 
fruitless, efforts to stop the progress of the flood. Emeiging from 
these confused piles, the river, as if rejoicing at its release from the 
struggle, expanded into a wide bay, which was omamentttl by a fow 
fortile and low points that jutted humbly into its broad basin. On 
the opposite, or wcstoni shore, the rocks of Jersey were gathered hitc 
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■aanxT'tluihas'obtaiiMdfiir them tfaft dibs of dia "■nfiMrfirt'' 
ekfvitnig themadtea for many bnndred foet^ as.if to piolaei Uie lUi \ 
coontiy iot dneir zear from the inroada of tha conqoenr; 1»^ dfa- 
daining aoch an enemj, the m«r awept pnmdly bj thair foat, aad 
held ita imdeTiatmg way to the poaan. A laj of tha liaiiig am ^ 
darted npoQ tho alight cloud that hung over the pbeid rivery and at 
onoe the whole aoene waa in motion, changing and aanhning nav . 
fofma, and exhibiting freah objecta in each aoooeaBm moment. At 
the daily riamg of thia groat coztain of natnzey ai the preaeot time, 
. aoom of white aaila and alnggiah Tcaaola are aaen thJAwiing on the 
water, with that air of life which denotea the neighbourhood to the 
metropolis of a great and flooriahing empire; bat to Haiiy and the 
pedler it displayed only tiie square yards and lofty maats <^ a Teasel 
of war, riding a few miles below them. Before the fog had begnn 
to moTCi the tall spars were seen abore it, and from one of them a 
long pennant waa feebly bone abroad in the cunent of night air, 
that still qoiverod along the river; bat aa the amoke aroeo^ the Uadc 
boll, tho crowded and complicated mass of riggmg, and tho hesty 
jarda and booms, spreading their anna alar, were siieceaeiTdy bnoi^t 
into view. 

<' There, Captain Wharton," aaid the pedler, << there ia naafo rest- 
ing-pUee for you; America has no aim that can roach yon, if yon 
gain the deck of that ship. She is sent np to eorer the fongers, and 
aapport the troops; the rig'lar offioen are fond of the aoond of eai^ 
non from their shipping." .. . 

Withoat condeeoending to reply to the saroaam eo n te y ed in thia 
apeeoh, or perbapa not noticing it, Henry joyfolly aegnieaead in the 
propoaal, and it waa accordingly airanged between Aem, thai, ae 
aoon aa they were refreahed, he ahoold endeaTOor to get on boari 
the TeaseL 

While basily oeoapied in the Teiy indispensable operatkm of break- 
faig their font, oar adTontoren were startled with the aoond of diatant 
ire anna At font n fow anattiiring ahota were fired, which 



THfeiBPYir ' tsark 

•eeded by a long aiid «iiimaied roll tf md^eGcy^^ind th^Yjiiiekliid'- 
heftTjToUeji followed each oUier. vOtr-J^Y 

*<' Your ^ophccy is made gdod,'* ened the English officer, spring-'' 
ing upon his feet. ''Our troops and the rebels are at it I — ^I mmld ^ 
give six months' pay to see the chaige/' -^ 

"'IJmphr' retunied his companion, withoat ceasing. his mea];'v> 
''they do rerj irell to look at from a distance : I can't say but the "^ 
company of this bacon, cold as it is, is more to my tsste, just now, • 
than a hot fire from the continentals." -^ "'*: 

'^The disdiaiges are hea^ for so small a force; bat the fire seems 
inegokr." ' •'' -'f 

''The scattering gons are from the Connecticat militia,'* ssid 
Harrey, raising his head to listen; ''they rattle it off finely, and are 
no foob at a mark. The voll^ are the rig'lais, who, yon know, 
fire by word — as long as they can." 

"I like not the warmth of what yoa call a scatteriog fire," ex- 
claimed the Captain, moring about with uneasiness; " it is more like 
the roll of a dram than the shooting of skirmishers." 
' "No, no; I said not skrimmagers," retained the other, lainng 
himself apon a knee, and ceasing to eat; ''so long as they stand, 
they are too good for the best troops in the royal army. Each man 
does his woric, as if ^g^ting by the job; and then, they think while 
they fi^ty and don't send ballets among the doads, that were meant 
to kill men upon earth." 

"You talk and look, sir, as if you wished them* success," said 
Menry, sternly. 

"I wish SQceess to the good cause only, Cqttain Wharton. 1 
thought you knew me too well, to be uncertain which party [ fo> 
toured."' 

" Oh ! you are reputed loyal, Mr. Birch. — But the rolleys hsfe 

Both now listened intentiy for a little while, during which the 



. • rf« . • . V 



\. 



4S0 THE 8PT^ 

JrragDlir leporjB beoama leH bride, and soddei^ 
folleys followed. . i ! ; -i* ; 

-^.^Thej'Ts been at the bejoDety"8ud tbe pedkr; <'tlieri|fhn 
bare tried the bayoDcty and the xebeb are drireo.'' - •> 

''Aj, Mr. Bizch, the bayonet is the thing for the British 8oldi»| 
after alL They del^^t in the bayonet T 

. <'WeU/to my notion,'' said the pedler,^ there 'sbol little deU^t 
to bo taken in any such foazfol weapon. I dare say the nSitin are 
of my mind, for half of them don'tcany the ngly things. «— Lord I 
Iiordl Csptain, I wish yon'd go with me onee into the rebel eaip^ 
and hear what lies the men will tell about Banker Hill and B«v- 
gfyne: yon'd think they lofed the bayonet as mneh as they do their 
dinnen.'' 

There was a chuckle, and an air of affected innooency about his 
eompaninni thai rather annoyed Henry, and he did not deign lo 
reply. 

The firing now became desnltoiy, ooosaonally intermingled widi 
hea^ Tolleys. Both of the fbgitiTes were standing, listening with 
vmoch anxiety, when a man, armed with a musket, was seen stealing 
' towards them, under the shelter of the cedar boshes, thai partially 
covered the hilL Henry first obserred this suspidoos-looidng stranger, 
and instantly pobted him out to his companion. Birch stsited, and 
certainly made an indication of sudden fii^t; but recollecting him- 
self, he stood, in sullen silence, until the stranger ww within a fow 
yards of theiu. 

'''Tis firiends," sud the fellow, clubbing his gun, but apparently 
afraid to Tenture nearer. 

^ You had better retire,'' said Birch; ''here are riglan al hand. 
We are not near Dunwoodie's horse now, and you will not find me 
an easy prire to^y/' 

ttSum Major Dunwoodie and his horse T cried the leader ef tte 
fikinnen (for it was he); ''God Uess King Oeoigel and a s p eedy 
sad to the rebellion, say I. If you would show me the ssfo way in 
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ia.die zefbgeea, Mr. Birch| I'll pay 70a wcDi md erv aftor atuid 
jour friend, in the bargain/' * ^^ -. ^•'■ 

•'i^'^The road is as open to yon as to me/' aud Birch, toming fnm 
him in iU-oonc^ed disgust; ''if yoa want to find the refugeesy joa 
know weQ where thej lay." 

''Ay, hat I'm a little doubtful of going in upon them by myself: 
.now, you are well known to them all, and it will be no detriment to 
you just to let me go in with yon." 

. i.:nenxy here interfered, and after holding a short dialogue with tho 
Callow, he entered into a compact with him, that, on condition of 
surrendering his arms, he might join the party. The man complied 
instantly, and Birch received his gun with eagerness; nor did he lay 
it upon his shoulder to renew their mazch, before he had carefolly 
•TftittinAil the priming, and ascertained, to his satis&ction, that it 
contained a good dry ball-cartridge. ; 

As soon as this engagement was completed, they commenced their 
journey anew. By following the bank of the river, Birch led the 
way free from observation, until they reached the point opposite to * 
, the frigate, when, by making a signal, a boat was induced to approacL 
Some time was spent, and much precaution used, before the seamen 
would trust themselves ashore; but Henry having finally succeeded 
in making the ofBoer who commanded the party credit his assertbns, 
he was able to rejoin his companions in arms in safety. Before tak- 
mg leave of Birch, the Captain handed him his purse, which was . 
tolerably well supplied for the times; the pedler received it, and, 
watching an opportunity, he conveyed it, unnoticed by the Skinner, 
to a part of his dress that was ingeniously contrived to hold such 



•. The boat palled fi^om the shore, and Birch turned on his hed, 
drawing his breath like one relieved, and shot up the hills with the 
, strides for which he was fiunous. The Skinner Mowed, and each 
party pursued the common oourso casting frequent and sospiaioai 
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l^inoeB at tha odia> and both maintaining a moal impanotrabb 

aOenoa. .t^ - *. 

TTagona wen sumng along tlia river road, and **^T**^^**tl partiM 

of hone were aeencaoordng die fiiuta of die inroad towarda the 4^* | 
Afl the pedler had Tiewa of hia own, he rather avoided fidHng in t 
with any of theae patrola, than aoof^t their piotoetioo. But, after 
traTelling a few liilea on the immediate banka of the nnr, daring | 
which, notwithstanding the repeated eflbrta of the Skinner to cat^ 

I 

bliah admething like aociabiHty, he maintained a moai deteimiBed . 
nlenoe, keeping a firm hold of the gnn, and alwaja maintaining a 
jealona watehfnlneai of hia aaMciate, the pedler aoddenly atroek | 
into the highway, with an intention of eroanng the hiQa tawarda 
Hariaem. At the moment he gained the path, a body of horae • 
came over a little eminence, and was upon him before he pe r e d fe d | 
them. It waa too late to retreat^ and after taking a view of tibo ma> 
teriala that compoeed this party. Birch rejoiced in the rencontre, aa 
a probable means of relieving him from' hia unwelcome companion. 
There were some eighteen or twenty men, mounted and equipped aa 
dragoons, though neither their appeaianoe nor mannen denoted 
much discipline. At their head rode a heavy, middle«ged man, 
whose featores expressed as mndi of animal coonge, and aa little of 
reason, as could be dedied for snob an oceapation. He wore the 
dress of an oflBoer, bat there was none of that neatness in his attire, 
nor gnoe in hia movements, that was nsnally foand about the gen* 
tlemen who bore the royal commission. His limba were firm, and 
not pliable, and he sat hia hoiae with atrength and confidenee, but 
his bridle-hand would have been ridiculed by the meanest rider «6 
amongst the Tlii^niana. As he expected, this leader instantly B 
hailed the pedler, in a vmce by no meana more conciHatfng than hb e* 
^ipearance. oj 

'Heyl my gentlemen, which way ao ftotr* he cried. «^Haa ijt 
Waahingion sent you down aa spies F* >. 

> I 
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«I am an innooeiit pedler/' leturned Harveji meeUj, ''and anT 
going below, to laj in a fioh stoek of goods.'' 

'Andhoirdo Jim expert to get beloWymjinnoeentpedler? So 
/oa think ire hold the forWat Kingjbridge to eover soeh peldling 
TanealB as 70a, in TOOT goings in, and enmngs out r* 

"I beliere I hold a pass that will eany me throngh,'' aaid the 
pedler, handing him a p^per, with an air of grtat indifference* 

The oAoery ftr aoeh he was, lead it^ and east a look of aorpiiae 
and eorioritj at HarTey, when he had done. 

Then torningtoone ortwo of his men. who had officioaslj stopped 
she way, he cried — 

<^ Whj do joQ detain the manf pre way, and let him pass in 
peace : hnt who hate we here f your name is not mentioned in the 
paasP' 

'<Nq, sir,'' ssid the Skinner, lif^ his hat with hnmiliiy; ''I 
liafe been a poor delnded man, who has been senring in the rebel 
:anny; but, thank God, I've lived to see the eiror of my ways, and 
'2m now come to make repamtion, by enlisting nnder the Lord's 
jMxnted." 

^Umph! a deserter — a Skinner, I'll swear, wanting to torn 
\*ow-boyl Li the last brash T had with the seoondrels, I conld 
uudly tell my own men from the enemy. We are not over well 
supplied with coats, and as fat coontenanoes, the rascals change sides 
7> (rften, that yon may as well coont their fiu»s for nothing; bat 
•Todge on, we will oontriTS to make use of yoo, sooner or later." 

Ungradoos as was this reception, if yon coold judge of the 

f^kinner^s feelings from his manner, it nevertheless deligfated him. 

Te moved with alacrity towards the dty, and really was so happy to 

cape the brutal looks and frig^tfbl manner of his interrogator, aa 
* lose sight of all other considerations. But the man who performed 
jC functions of <»derly in the irregular troop, rode up to the side' 
f his commander, and commenced a dose and apparently a confix 
dential disooone with his principal. They spoke in whispers, and 
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east fineque^t and seladuDg ^baoes at the Skmner, until the feUow 
•began tojthink himself an object of more than common attention* 
His 8atiBfiicti9n at this distinction was somewhat heightened, at ob- 
, serving a smile on the fiioe of the Captain, which, althou^ it uii|^t 
be thought grim, certainly denoted satis&otion. This pantomime 
occupied the time they were passing a hollow, and concluded as^tfaey 
Toseanother hill. Here the Captain and his sergeant both dismonnU 
ed, and ordered the party to halt. The two partisans each took a 
pistol from his holster, a moTement that excited no suspicion or 
aknn, as it was a precaation always observed, and beckoned to the 
pedler and the Skinner to follow. A short walk brought them to a 
spot where the hill overhung the river, the ground fiJling nearly 
perpendicularly to the shore. On the brow of the eminence stood a 
deserted and dilapidated bam. Many booids of its covering were 
torn from their places, and its wide doors were lying, the one in 
front of the building, and the other half-way down the precipice, 
whither the wind had cast it Entering this desolate spot, the refugee 
officer very coolly took from his pocket a short pipe, which, from loog 
use, had acquired not only the hue but the gloss of ebony, a tobacco* 
box, and a small roll of leather, that contained steel, flint, and tinder. 
With this apparatus, he soon furnished his mouth with a companion 
that habit had long rendered necessaiy to reflection. So soon as a 
large column of smoke arose from this arrangement, the Captain 
mgnificantly held forth a hand towards his assistant. A small cord 
was produced from the pocket of the sergeant, and handed to the 
other. The refrigee threw out vast pufb of smoke, until nearly aU 
of his head was obscured, and looked around the building with an 
inquisitive eye. At length he removed the pipe, and inhaling a 
draught of pure air, returned it to its domicQe, and proceeded at 
once to business. A heavy piece of timber lay across the jprths of 
the bam, but a little way from the southern door, which opened 
directly upon a frdl view of the river, as it stretched frr away to 
ward? the bay of New York. Over this beam the refugee threw 
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one iend of the rope, and, regaimng i^ joined the two pertB in liia 
band. A imall and weak banel, tbat wanted a head, the staTes of 

« 

which were loose, and at one end standing apart, was left on the 
floor, piohably as nseless. The seigeant, in obedienoe to a look firom 
hk oflker, placed it beneath the beam. All of these airangementa 
wi^re made with immoveable composore, and they now seemed com- 
pleted to the offioer^s perfect sa tiafaction. 

' ''Gome," he said coolly to the Skinner, who, admiring the pre- 
parations, bad stood a silent spectator of their progress. Heobeyed; 
and it was not until he finmd his neekdoth lemoved, and haft thrown 
aside, thai he took the alarm. Bat he bad so often resorted to a 
similar expedient to extort information, or plunder, that he by no 
means fblt the tenor an unpractised man would hare suffered, ai 
these ominous movements. The rope was adjusted to his neck with 
the same codlnesB that formed the diaraeteristic of the whole mov^ 
ment, and a ftagment of board being laid upon the barrel, he was 
ordered to mount. 

"But it may ftU," said the Skinner, for the first timer beginning 
to tremble. '^ I will tell you any thing— eren how to surprise our 
party ai the Pond, without all this trouble, and it is commanded by 
my own brother. 

''I want no infonnadon," returned his executioner, (for such he 
now seemed really to be), throwing the rope repeatedly over the 
beam, fint drawing it ti^t so as to annoy the Skinner a little, and 
then, casting the end from him, beyond the reach of any one. 

''This is joking too fiv,'' cried the Skinner, in a tone of xemoii* 
soanoe, and raising himself on his toes, with the vain hope of r^ 
leadng himself from the cord, by slipping his head through the 
noose. But the caution and experience of the refugee officer had 
guarded f gpi»»ff ^ thia escape. 

"What have you done with the hone you stole from me,iaaoair' 
muttered theoffioer of the Cow-boys, throwing out columns of ssaoke 
while he waited (br a reply. 
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rHe br(^ down in tbelsluiae,^ lep^^ tiie Sidnner^ qiikldyp 
^bni I om tell jon wii«re one is to Im ibund thai is worth him and^ 
his mi.*''' ^' *''**' • -'-"^-^'' 7- -^ ^ '•"' <-*'" ^' '^^ '-"Eij s'ii l- dr^ss*' 

|«IiarI I will help myself when I am in need; -yon had bettei 
call npon God fbr aid| as yoor hour is short'' ~0n conbhiding thii' 
eonsoling adyioe, lie strook the baxrei a iiolent blow with his hearf^ 
footy and the slender staves flew in erery diieelion, leaving the Skin- 
ner whirling in the air. As bis hands were unobnfined, be tbzew^ 
them npwardsy and held himself suspended by miain strength. '*''<"-''^ 
^^CJome, captain/' he said, 'ooazingly, a little hnskiness creeping 
into his vmce, and Yob knees beginning to shake with tremoor, ''end 
the joke; 'tis enough to make a langb, and my anna begin to tire-— 
I can't hold on much longer." • - 

''Harkee, Mr. Pedler/' said the refbgee, in a voice that would not 
be denied, '' I want not yoor company. Throng that door lies your 
road — march I o^r to tonch tliai dog, and you'll swing in his 
place, thongh twenty Sir Henries wanted your services.". So say^ 
ing, he retired to the road with the sergeant^ as the, pedler preci|H- 
tately retreated down the bank. 

Birch wait no &rther than a bush that opportonely offered itmlf 
as a akreen to his person, while he yielded to an nnoonqoerable 
desire to witness the termination of this eztraordinaxy scene. 

Left alone, the Skinner began to throw fearful glances sround, to 
espy the hiding-places of his tormentors. For the first time the 
borrid idea seemed to shoot through his bndn that something serious 
was intended by the Cow-boy. He called entreatingly to be re- 
leased, and made rapid and incoherent promises of important infor- 
mation, mingled with affected pleasantry at their conceit^ which he 
would hardly admit to himself could mean any thing so dreadful as 
it seemed. But as he heard the tread of the horses moving on (heir 
oourse, and in vain looked around for buman aid, violet trembling 
seised his limbs, and bis eyes began to start from his bead with 
terror. He made a desperate effort to reach tho beam; but^ too 
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modi €xlianrte3 with liis pranons eiDertioiiSy lie oraf^i tlie rope in 
kit teethi in » Tain effort to eeter the oofd, and ftU lo the iHuda 
length of his anna. Here his criea were toned into duieka— 

/^HelpI eaitheropel Gaptainl — Biid&l good pedkrl Down 
with the GoDgmat— Sergeant I— &r Ood'a aake, help 1 Hvnah 
Ibrtheking^ — Oh God! ohGodl — merej-^merqy — nacj?* 

Am hia T<»oe became aappraaaed, one of hia handa endeaTOOied to 
nake ita way between the rope and hia neek| and partiall j aae* 
eeeded; bat the other fell qoifering by hia aide. A oonTnbm 
ahnddering paaaed orer hia whole ftame, and he hong » hideooa 



Birch oontinned gaaing on thia aoene with a kind of in&toation. 
At ita oloae he placed hia handa to hia can, and mahed towarda the 
hig^waj. Still the eriea for mercy rang throogh hia braiuy and it 
waa many weeka before hia memoiy oeaaed to dwell on the hotrid 
etent The Gow-boya rode ateadily on their ronte, aa if nothing 
had oocorred; and the body waa left awinging hi the wind, vitfl 
dianoe directed the fbotatepa of acme atmggler to the ^aoe. 
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CHAPTER XXXHL 




' GfMB bo flw tDff ftbofV tiMMt 

Fiifod ofinj teMv ^jb; 
NoM knew tliee but to km thM, 
None named thee Iml to pcmiee. 
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WfliLi the nenes and eTenti that we lia?« leoorded were oc^nnin^ 
Captain Lawton led his amall party, bj alow and waiymaicheiy from 
the Four Gomera to the firont of a body of the enemy; wheie he ao 
aoooeaBfiilly uuaw&ofted, fat a ahort tune^ aa completely to elude all 
their efforta to entrap him, and yet ao di^goiaed hia own fbroe aa to 
excite the oonatant apprehenaion of an attack from the Americana. 
Thia forbearing policy, on the aide of the partiaan, waa owing to 
poaitive ordera received from hia commander. When Donwoodie 
left hia detachment, the enemy were known to be abwiy advancing 
and he directed Lawton to hoyer aronnd them, until hia own retam, 
and the aniTal of a body of foot, might enable him to intercept their 
retreat 

The trooper diachaiged hia dnty to the letter, bat with no little 
of the impatience that made part of hia character when reatimined 
from the attack. 

Dnring these morementa, Betty Flanagan guided her little cart 
with inde&tigable leal among the rocks of West-Cheater, now dia- 
euasmg with the sergeant the nature of evil spirits, and now combat^ 
ing with the autgeon sundry pointa of practice that were hoody 
aruiog between them. But the moment at length arrived that waa 

.lo decide the temporary mastery of the field. A detachment of the 
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Mstern militia moved oat from their fiistaesses, and approaohed the ^ 
enemy. - -.--st 

The junction between Lawton and his anziliariea was made at 
midnighty and an immediate consultation was held between him and 
the leader of the foot-eoldiers. After listening to the statements of 
the partisan, who rather despised the prowess of his enemy, the 
commandant of the party determined to attack the British, the mo- 
ment daylight enabled him to reconnoitre their poationi without 
waiting for the aid of Dnnwoodie and his horse. So socm as this 
decision was made, Lawton retired from the building where the con- 
sultation was held, and rejoined his own small conmumd. 

The few troopers who were with the captain had fiistened their 
hones in a spot adjacent to a haystack, and laid their own frames 
under its shelter, to catch a few hours' sleep. But Dr. Sitgreaves, 
Sergeant Hollister, and Betty Flanagan were congregated at a short * 
distance by themselves, having spread a few blankets upon the dxj ' 
sur&oe of a rock. Lawton threw his huge frame by the ade of the 
surgeon, and folding his cloak about him, leaned his head upon one 
hand, and appeared deeply engaged in contemplating the moon as it 
waded through the heavens. The sergeant was sitting upright, in 
respectful deference to the surgeon, and the washerwoman was now 
raising her head, in order to vindicate some of her fiivourite maxims, 
and now composing it on one of her gin-casks, in a vain effort to 
sleep. 

''So, Sergeant," continued Sitgreaves, following up a previous' 
position, " if you cut upwards, the blow, by losing the additional 
momentum of your weight, will be less destructive, and at the same 
time effect the true purposes of war, that of <it«gb1itig jour 
enemy. 

" Pooh ! pooh ! Sargeant dear," said the washerwoman, raiang' 
her head from the blanket ; " where 's the harm of taking a life, jist 
in the way of battle? Is it the rig'lars who'll show Ikvour, and 
they fighting ? Ask Captain Jack there, if the co untr y oould get 
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liha Sbeffej^' and fha hSjn no Btrika Ueir ni]c^t.:M nooldn^i hnn 
Qum Aapamge the whiskey se much." ••- . t, . «; V::«/ . . f >,< 

r/f li k not V> be ezpecied that an ignoiant femak Bka jcmmU, 
Hn. Flanagan/* retained the soxgeonj with a ealmneaa that onlj 
nndeied his oontempt more atin^ng to Bett7,^aui eomprehend die 
^distinctions of soigical sdenoe; neither are joa aooon^lidied in 
the sword ezerose; so that dissertations upon the jodidoos^nse of. 
that weapon eoold avail joa nothing, either in theofj or in 
pHMStio^'* ;-i ... . . •'.*<•' 

^ ^It'a hot Kttle I ears, any way, for snch bothennents; bat fi^W 
ing is no play> and a body shooldn't be paitio'lar how they strike^ 
or who they hit, so it's the inimy/' 

f' Are we likely to have a warm day. Captain LawtonT' 

M'Xis more than probable/' replied the trooper; ''these militaa 
seldom &il of making a bloody field, either by their oowudioe or 
their ignoranoei and the real soldier is made to sofhr fSor their bad 
eooo nc *. 

M Are yon ill, John?" said the surgeon, passing his hand along 
the aim tf the Captaiiii until it instinctively settled on his pulse; •* 
but the steady, even beat annonnced neither bodily nor mental 
malady. 

''Sick at heart, Arohibald, at the folly of our mien, in believing 
that battles are to be fought^ and victories won, by fellows who ban* 
dlea musket as they would a flail; lads wiio wink when they pull a 
trigger, and tana a line like a hoop|K>le. The dependence ire place 
on these men spills the best blood of the country." 

The surgeon listened with amaiement It was not the matter, 
but the manner that surprised him. The trooper had unifonnly ex« 
hibited, on the eve of battle, an animation, and an eagerness to en- 
g^ge^ that iras directly at variance vrith the admirable coolness of his - 
manner at other times. But now there was a despondetaoy in the 
tones of his voice, and a listlcspoess in his air, that was entirely dif- 
brent • The <^wrator hesitated moment^ to reflect in what manner 



THB:8ry»' / 44L 



oe-eoald lendsr.tlufl dittnge cf adrrioe jn fiurtbering his &vooxite; 

Bystein aviilablid} and than oontmaed^-^ 'T'-x Itt -n'j «:« .;«••.* M'<xfi 

r^l^'It would be wiae, Johoy to advise the Colonel to keep at long 

shot; a spent ball irill disable^'., .r .~r -^-r 

/'NoF' eTrlaimed the teooper, unpatienUj; ^let the rascau ange 
their whiskers at the mnssles of the Biitish nmakets^ if they can be 
driven there.— * But, eaaa^ of theoL Archibald, do joa deem that 
moon to be a world like thia^ eontaining creatures like oonehesr',^) 

'' Nothing more jHobablOi dear John; we know its nae^ and, raa- 
soning from analogy, may easily conjecture its use. Whether or not 
its inhabitants hare attained to that pei^Bction in the seienoes which 
we have soqnired, moat depend greatly on the state of its society, 
and in some measure upon its physical infloenoes.'' 

** I care nothing about their learnings Archibald) but 'tis a won- 
deifal power that can create soeh worlds, and control them in their 
wanderings. I know not why, but there is a feeling of melancholy 
excited within me as I gue on that body of li^t, shaded as it is by 
yoor fiubcied sea snd land. It seems to be the restingplaoe of de- 
parted spirits!" 

''Take a drop, darling," said Betty, raising her head onoe more, 
and proffering her own bottle; '' 'tis the night damp that chills the 
blood — and then the talk with the eorsed militia is no good for a 
fiery temper. Take a drop, darling, and ye '11 sleep tUl the morning. 
I fed Boanoke myself &r I thooght ye might need hard riding the 



morrow. 



M'Tis a glorions heaven to look npon," oontinaed the trooper, in 
the same tone, disregarding the offer of Betty, ''and 'tis a thoosand 
pitiea that snch worms as men ahoold let their vile paimionn de&ce 
ioch goodly work." ** . 

''Yon speak the tmth, dear John; there is room for all to five 
and enjoJr'themselTeft in peace, if each coold be satisfied with his 
own. Still, war has its advantages; it pordcolarly promotes the 
knowlodge of aorgcry ; and — ' 
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ea{< Xhoe v a iter/' coatiniiad Lawton, •tili bent on Us o^ ifai^ 
i'atraggliiig to ^tter thnmgfa a few driving doods; periiqps thii 
tooisairarkl, andoonteins its moatiuea endowed with roMon lSkf& 
omaelTes; think yon that thej know of war and bloodahedf ' - 1^1 
^z^V I mi|^t be so bold/' ssid Sergeant HoDister, meehsniesDj 
ninng his hand to his eaip, *< His mentioned in the good book, ttuil 
the Lcsd made the son to stsnd still while Jodraa wss eharging thr 
enemy, in crder, or, as I suppose, thai thej might haie dsjBi^i \& 
torn their isnk, or pethqps make a feint in the rear, or some sd^ 
msnoBBTre. * Now, if the Lord wodd lend them a hand, Ifg^tiag 
esnnol be anftiL I have often been nonphnhed, thongh, to And 
that thej nsed them ehariots instead of hearj dngoons, wlio sre, in 
all eomparison, better to bresk a line of in&ntiy, and who, Ibr the 
matter of that, ooold torn such wheel-csiriages, and, getting in the 
rear, play the very detil with them, hofse end slL" 

^II is beeaose yon do not mkderstsnd the oonstmdaon of dioss 
snoient Tehieles, Sergesnt HoUister, that yon judge of them so eno- 
neonsly,'' ssid the sorgeon. "They were snned with sharp we a pon s 
that protnided from their wheels, snd which broke np the oolnmns 
of foot, like dismembered particles of matter. Idonbt not,if nmihr 
instmments were aflixed to the csrt of Mrs. Flanagan, that great 
oonfoaon mi^t be csrried into the ranks of the enemy thereby, this 
▼eiy day." 

"It's bat little that the mare woold go, and the rig'lars firing si 
her,'' grumbled Betty, from under her blanket; "when we got the 
plunder, the time we drove them through the Jarseys it was, I hsd 
to back the bests up to the dead; for the diril the foot would aho 
mote, fiifenent the firing, wid her eyes open. Bosnoke and G^»tain 
Jack are good enough for the red-coats, letting alone myself and the 
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A kmg roQ of the drums, from the hill occniried by the British, 
snnounoed that they were on the alert; and a c o rresponding ognal 
was immediately heard from the Americans. The bu^ of the Ti v 



l^nuaia struck up its nfartkl tones; Taiid in a few moirents boHh tlia 
hilby the one held faj the royal troops, and the other by their ene- 
mieSy were alive with armed men. Day had begun to dawn, and 
prepantiona were making by both parties, to pre and to reodve thtt 
attack. In numbers the Americana had gready the advantage; but 
in discipline and equipments the superiority was entirely with thdr 
enemies. The arrangements for the battb were brief, and by the 
time the sun had risen the militia moved forward. ' <* •'' ^ '^^^^ 

.-! The ground did not admit of the movements of horse; and the 
only duty that oould be assigned to the dragoons was to watch the 
moment of victory, and endeavour to improve the success to the 
utmost Lawton soon got his warriors into the saddle; and leaving 
them to the charge of Hollister, he rode himself along the line of 
foot, who, in varied dresses, and imperfectly armed, were formed in 
a shape that in some degree resembled a martial array. A scornful 
smile lowered about the lip of the trooper as he guided Roanoke 
with a skilful hand through the windings of their ranks; and when 
the word was given to march, he turned the flank of the regiment, 
and followed close in the rear. The Americans had to descend into 
a little hollow, and rise a hill on its opposite side, to approach the 
enemy. 

The descent was made with tolerable steadiness, until near tho 
foot of the hill, when the royal troops advanced in a beautiful line, 
with their flanks protected by the formadou of the ground. Tho 
appearance of the British drew a fire from the militia, which was 
given with good eflect, and for a moment staggered the regulars. 
But they were rallied by their officers, and threw in volley after 
volley with great steadiness. For a short time the fire was warm 
and destructive, until the English advanced with the bayonet This 
assault the militia had not sufficient discipline to withstand. Their 
line wavered, then paused, and finally broke into compauics and 
fragments of companies, keeping up at the same time a scattering 
and desultory fire. 
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Q witpene^ tbese opezataons in olenoe^ norMfidrhe^peA liis 

itil the field was oovexed with parties of the flying Anett 

ben^ indeed, heaeemed stong with the diagnhoe thus heaped 

arms of his coontrj. Sponing Boanbke along the side of 

hecalled to the fng^tiTeSy in all the strength of his poweiM 

3e pointed to the enem j, and aasorad his oonnttymea thai 

mistaken the way. ;There was snch a mixtore of indiffei^ 

irony in his exhortations, that a few paused in suipiise '-^ 

ied them, until, roosed by the example of the trooper, and 

d by their own spiril^ they demanded to beiled sgainst their 

more. '-, j^ - -i ^ ■ \.^.-« 

le on, then,my braTo friends!" shonted the trooper, toming 

a's head towards the British line, one flank of which was 

r him; '^oome on, and hold yoor fire until it will scorch 

3DrOWB. 

len sprang forward, and followed his example, neither jiving 

nng a fire until they had oome within a veiy short distanoo 

lemy. An English sergeant, who had been concealed by a 

iged with the audacity of the ofiicer who thus dazed their 

)ped from behind his cover, and advancing within a fisw 

he trooper, levelled his musket — 

and you die 1" cried Lawton, spurring hisxharger, which 

trard at the instant The action and the tone of hb voice 

nerves of the Englishman, who drew his trigger with an 

lim. Boanoke sprang with all his feet from the earth, 

ing, fell headlong and lifeless at the feet of his destroyer. 

pt his feet, standing face to flioe with his enemy. The 

inted his bayonet, and made a desperate thrust at the 

iart The steel of their weapons emitted sparks of fire, 

onet flew fifty feet in the air. At the next moment its 

quivering corpse. 

Q !" shouted tho trooper, as a body of English appeared 
and threw in a close fire ; <' come jOn I" he repeatci, and 
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Imiidiahed bis sdnB- fiereelj. ' ' Then Ids g^gmfio fimn Ml Ixuiikwaidy 
-Hke a najestie pne jidding to the aace; but still, aa be alowlj fdlf"^ 
be eontinmed to wieU bb nbre, and ooeo mora the deep tones of bit* 
Toiee were beixdatleringi ''Gome on r* - :^' 

'•> Tbe advancing Americans pansed ag^ias^ and, torning^ tbej 
abaodoped tbe field to the rojal tioqpa. 

-: li was neither the intention nor the policj of the English com- 
Bnader to pnrsoe bia soceeaSy finr be well knew thai strong parties 
of the Ameficans woold soon amre; aooordinglj, be only tamed to' 
eoUeci bis woonded, and, forming in a sqnare, he commenoed bis 
retreat towards the shipping. Within twenty minutes of the fUl of 
Lawton, the ground was deserted bj both En^iah and Americana. 
.. When the inhabitants of the coontrj were called upon to enter 
the field, they were neoeasarily attended by such sor|^cal adriaers as 
were famished by the low state of the profession in the interior at 
that day. Dr. Sitgreayes entertained quite as prafirand a contempt 
for the medical attendants of the militia ss the obtain did of the 
troops themseWes. He wandered, therefore^ aroond the field, cast> 
ing msny a glance of disapprobation at the slight operations that 
came under his eye; but when, among tbe fljing troops, he found 
that his oomrade and friend was nowhere to be seen, be hastened 
back to the spot at which HoUister was pasted, to enquire if the 
trooper bad returned. Of course, the answer was in the negalxTe. 
Riled with a thousand uneasy conjectures, the suigeon, without re- 
garding, or indeed without at all reflecting upon any dangen that 
might lie in his way, strode over the ground at an enonnous rsto, to 
the point where he knew the final struggle bad been. Onoe befixe, 
the suigeon bad resoued his friend from death in a similar situation; 
and be felt a secret joy in his own consdoos skiD, as be perouved 
Betty Flanagan seated on the ground, holding in her hf the bead 
of a man whose size and dress he knew could belong only to the 
troops. As he approached tho spot, the suigeon became alarmed 
it the aspect of the washerwoman. Her little black bonnet waa 
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thrown aside, i^id her hasr^ which was alieadj streaked with greji '., 
hong oromid her £ioe m disorder. ^r:. ...^ .J i • » .^y 

l^Jdm ! dear John V* said the doctor^ tenderlji as he bent and ^ 
hdd his hand upon the senseless wrist of the trooper, from which it i 
reooQed with an intoitiTe knowledge of his &te; ''John! dear ^ 
John I where are joa hurt f — can I help joa T' »^.j 

^ ^ Yee talk to the senseless day/' said Betty, rooking her body, ^ 
and unconscionsly playing with the raven ringlets of the troqpex's 
hair; '' it's no more will he hear, and it's but little will he mind _ 
yee'r probes and yee'r med'dnes. Och hone, och hone! — and 
where will be the liberty now? or who will there be to fight the 
battle, or gain the day?'' 

^^ John I" repeated the surgeon, still unwilling to belieye the eyi- 
dence of his unerring senses, ''dear John, speak to me; say what 
you will, that you do but speak. Oh, God ! he is dead; would that 
I had died with him !" 

"There is but little use in living and fighting now," said Betty; 
" both him and the baste ! see, there is the poor cmtur, and here is 
the master ! I fed the horse with my own hands, the day; and the 
last male that he ate was of my own cooking. Och hone ! och hone ! 
•—that Captain Jack should live to bd killed by the rig^lars !" 

" John I my dear John !" said the suigeon, with convulsive sobs, 

"thy hour has Come, and many a more prudent man survives thee ; 

but none better, nor braver. Oh ! John, thou wert to me a kind 

fiiend, and very dear: it is unphilosophical to grieve; but fi^r thee, 

^ John, I must weep, even in bitterness of heart !" 

The doctor buried his &ce in his hands, and for several minutes 
lat' yielding to an ungovernable burst of sorrow; while the washer- 
woman gave vent to her grief in words ; moving her body in a kind 
of writhing, and playing with different parts of her &vourite's dress 
with her fingers. 

"And who'll there be to incoiuoge the boys now?" sho said: 
^ Oh ! Gaptun Jack ! Captain Jack ! yee was the sowl of the troop, 
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and Itrwa^' 1>di litde we ImoVdW the dilngeie, and yee figlitiiig.ii 
Ocfa I he was no maly mouth'd, that qoarrelled wid a widowed * 
wonukn fiir'the matter of a bum in the 'mate, or the want of a break* 
fiut 'Taste a drop, darling, and it may be, H will xeTive yee. Oeh I '^ 
and he'll niTir taste agin; here's the doctor, honey, him yee naed ' 
to blarney wid, wapeingasif the poor aowl wonld die fbryee. Oeht * 
he's'gone, he's gone; and the liberty is gone wid him." - ** 

;A. ihnndezing sonnd of horses' feet came rolling along the road * 
which led near the place where Lawton lay, and direcdy the whole 
body of Yir^^nians appeared, with Donwoodie at their head. The ' 
news of the captain's &te had reached him; for the instant that he 
saw the body he halted the squadron, and diamonnting, approached 
the spot The countenance of Lawton was not in the least distorted, 
but the angry frown which had lowered over his brow during the 
battle was fixed even in death. His frame was composed, and 
stretched as in sleep. Dunwoodie took hold of his hand, and gaxed 
a moment in silence; his own dark eye kindled, and the paleness 
which had overspread his features was succeeded by a spot of deep 
red in either cheek. '' 

^With his own sword will I avenge him !" he cried, endeavonring 
to take the weapon from the hand of Lawton ; but the grasp resisted 
his utmost strength. ^'It shall be buried with him. Sitgreaves, 
take care of our friend, while I revenge his death." 

The 3Iajor hastened back to his charger, and led the way in pur- 
suit of the enemy. 

While Dunwoodie had been thus engaged, the body of Lawton 
lay in open view of the whole squadron. He was a universal fiivour- 
ite, and the sight inflamed the men to the utmost : neither oflkers 
nor soldiers possessed that coolness which is necessaiy to ensure suo- 
oess in military operations; but they spurred ardently after their 
enemies, burning with a wish for vengeance. 

The English were formed in a hollow square, which contained 
their wounded, who were fer from numerous, and we^ marching 
Bteadily across a very uneven country as the dragoons approaohed 
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The lone cheiged. in oolimmy and were led by Dmnroodie, who^ 
bmniiig irith reTeoge, thought to ride through their iuik% and eoel* 
ter them at e blow. Bat the enemy knew their own atoengtli too 
welly andf gtnnding finn, they received the chaxge on the points of 
their boyonete. The hoTBes of the Y irg^miena ijBooilody end tfn rear 
rank of the Coot throwing in a oloee fite^ the HUijcr, with a bw 
UL The Engliah oontinned their rotreai the moment they 
extricated ftom their aaoailanta; and Donwoodiey who waa eeienly, 
bnt not dangeronaly woonded, recalled hie men ftom fiuther attempt^ 
whiehi in that stony oonntty^ moat neoeanrily be fiuillMi. 

A aad dntjr remained to be fnlfUled. The dxagoona letirad alowly 
throng the hills, oonyeying their wonnded commander, and the^ 
l^y of Lawton. The latter they intoned nnder the xampeita of 
one of the Highland fortSi and the former they consigned to the 
tender cara of his aflUcted bride. 

Many weeks were gone before the Major waa lestoied to sdSdsnt 
strength to be removed. Dazing those weekS| how often did he bless 
the moment that ga^ him a lig^t to the services of his beantiiiil 
noise 1 She hong aroand hia conch with Ibnd attention; ■^"*"«**' 
tared with her own handa every prescription of the inde&tigable S^ 
greavesy and grew each hoar in the affectiona and esteem of her hns- 
band. An order firom Washington soon sent the troops into winter- 
qoartersy and permission was given to Dunwoodie to repeir to his 
own plantation^ with the rank of lieatenant-colonel|*in cider to com* 
plete the restoration of his health. Captain Sin^eton made one of 
the party; and the whole family retired from the active aoenea of 
the war, to the ease and plenty of the Majoi^s own estate. Befine 
tearing Fishkilly however, letters wero conveyed to them, throagh an 
unknown hand, acqoainting them with Henxy's safety and good 
health ; and also that Colonel Wellmere had left the continent 6r 
his native island, lowered in the estimation of every honest man in 
the royal army. 

'It was a happy winter for Dunwoodie, and smiles ODce moro began 
to play aroand the lovely month of Fnmcee. 
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^^,- *Midrt Am, and nDu, and jeiraV 

^, He flood, in nmple Lincoln green, . . -r. * '- ^' t >vd 

Tlie centre <^ the glittering' ring ; 

And 9iiowdoa*e knight ie Seotland'e king ! 

i': 
Tns oommenoement of the foUowiDg jear was possed, on the part 

of the Americans^ in making great preparations^ in eonjonction with 

their allies^ to bring the war to a close. In the soath, Greene and 

Kawdon made a bloody campaign^ that was highly hononrable to the 

troops of the latter^ bat which, by terminating entirely to the adran-, 

tage of the former^ proved him to be the better general of the two. . 

New York was the point that was threatened by the allied armies; 
and Washington, by exciting a constant apprehension for the safety 
of that dty, prevented such reinforcements from being s^it to Com- 
wallis as would have enabled him to improve his sucoess. 

At lengthy as autumn approached, eveiy indication was given that 
the final moment had arrived. 

The French forees drew near to the royal lines, passing through 

the Neutral Ground, and threatened an attack in the direction of 

Eingsbridge, while large bodies of Americans were acting in conoert. 

By hovering around the British posts, and drawing nigh in the Jer* 

seys, they seemed to threaten the royal forces from that quarter also. 

The preparations partook of the nature of both a siege and a stoniL 

But Sir Heniy Clinton, in the possession of intercepted letten from 

Washington, rested securely within his lines, and cautiously 

guded the solidtadons of ComwaUis for succour. 

(i49> 
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It WBsai tlvD dose of % Btonnj daj in the month of September; 
that a hrgs aoKmbhige of officm was collected near the door of a 
boilding that iraa ntoated in the heart of the American troopa, whc 
held the Jerseys. The age, the dressy and the dignity of deportment 
of moat of these waniors, indicated them to bo of high xank : bat to 
one in particolar was paid a deference and obedience that annoonced 
him to be of the highest His dress was plain, bat it bore the osoal 
militaiy distinctiona of command. He waa moanted on a noble ani* 
mid, of a deep bay; and a group of yoong men, in gayer attire, eri- 
dently awaited his pleasare, and did his bidding. Many a hat was 
lifted as its owner addressed this oflker; and when he spoke, a pro- 
Iband attention, exceeding the respect of mere professional etiqaette^ 
waa exhibited on eveiy countenance. At length the Oenenl 
his own hat, and bowed grayely to all aroond him. The salute 
retomed, and the party dispersed, leaving the officer without a single 
attendant, except his body-servants and one aid-de-camp. Dismount- 
ing, he stepped back a few paces, and for a moment viewed the con- 
dition of his horse with the eye of one who well understood the ani- 
mal, and then, casting a brief but expressive glance at his aid, he 
retired into the building, followed by that gentleman. 

On entering an apartment that was apparently fitted for his recefk 
tion, he took a seat, and continued for a long time in a dioughtiul 
attitude, like one in the habit of communing much with himself. 
Daring thia silence, the aid-de-camp stood in expectation of his oiden. 
At length the General raised his eyes, and spoke in thooe low placid 
tones that seemed natunl to him. 
« Has the man whom I wished to aee arrived, sir f' 
** He waits the pleasure of your excellency." 
^I will receive him here, and alone, if you please." 
The aid bowed and withdrew. In a few minutes the door again 
opened, and a figure, gliding into the apartment, stood modestly at a 
distance from the General, without speaking. His entrance waa un* 
heard by the officer, who sat gazing at the fire, still absorbed in 
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own meditations. Seveial mxnattt paaaedi when he spdce to himflelf 
in an nnder-tono'— ' j .,*'.- » •« v,.»j .« t^rij' 

^'To^noRow wo most xaise the eortuD, and expose our planii. 4 
May heaven prosper thomP • . - v-^ ij^.t 

A slight movemeat made by the stranger canght his ear^ and he 
turned his head, and saw that he was not alone. He pointed silently ^ 
to the firei towards which the figure advanced, although the multi* i 
tude of his garments, which seemed more calculated for disguise t 
than comfort, rendered its warmth unneoessaiy. A second mild and ^ 
courteous gesture motioned to a vacant ehatr, but the stranger re> • 
fused it with a modest acknowledgment Another pause followed, 
and continued for some time. At length the officer arose, and open- 
ing a desk that was laid upon the table near which he sat, took firom 
it a small, but apparently heavy bag. 

• '^ Harvey Birch,'' he said, turning to the stranger, '^ the time has 
arrived when our connexion must cease ; henceforth and for ever we 
must be strangers.'' 

The pedler dropped the folds of the great-coat that concealed his 
features, and gazed for a moment earnestly at the fiice of the speaker; 
then dropping his head upon his bosom, he said, meekly— 

'^ If it be your excellency's pleasure." 

'^ It is necessary. Since I have filled the station wh\ch I now 
hold, it has become my duty to know many men, who, like yourself, 
have been my instruments in procuring intelligence. Tou have I 
trusted more than all ; I early saw in you a regard to truth and 
principle, that, I am pleSsed to say, has never deceived me — you 
alone know my secret agents in the city, and on your fidelity depend, 
not only their fortunes, but their lives." 

He paused, as if to reflect, in order that fuU justice might be 
done to the pedler, and then continued—^ 

*^ I believe you are one of the very few that I have employed who 
have acted faithfully to our cause ] and, while you have passed as a 
spy of tlie enemy, have never given intelligence thai you were not 
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pennitted to dLTiilgB.T To me^ and to me only .o£.aII the wodd, joa 



seem to have acted with a sthmg attaclmient to ..the libertiea of ; 

,J>uring this addzesBi Harvej gradnallj xaiaed his head firom Uf , 
boflom, until it reached the hi|^est point of elevation; a faint tinge' 
gathered in hia cheek8| and, aa the oflicer oondoded, it waa difibaed 
oyer hia whole oonntenanoe in a deep gloW| while he atood proodlj . 
awelling with hia emotiona^ bat with eyea that modestlj sought the 
feet of the apeaker. ■„ ....,f 

.^fi;lt la now mj duty to pay joa for these serrioes; hitherto joa 
have poatponed reoeiyuig jonr reward, and the debt haa become a 
heavy one — I wish not to undervalue your dangers ; here are a hun- 
dred doubloons; you will remember the poverty of our oountiy, and 
attribute to it the smallness of your pay/' 

The pedler raised his eyes to the countenance of the speaker; but, 
aa the other held forth the money, he moved back, as if refuang 
the bag. 

. /< It is not much for your services and riskS| I acknowledgO|" oon- 
tinued the general, '' but it is all that I have to offer; at the end of 
the campaign, it may bo in my power to increase it" 

. ^' Does your excellency think that I have exposed my life, and 
blasted my character, for money?" 
''If not for money, what then?" 

'' What has brought your excellency into the field ? For what do 
you daily and hourly expose your predcms life to battle and the 
halter? What is there about me to mourn, ^hen such men as you 
risk their all for our country ? No — no — no — not a dollar of your 
gold will I touch ; poor America has need of it all !" \ 

The bag dropped from the hand of the officer, and fell at the feet 

of the pedler, where it lay neglected during the remainder of the | 

interview. The officer looked steadily at the fiioe of his eompanioD| 

and continued — 

' ^ There are many motives which might govern me, that to you I 



\ 



THB'SPY.^* ' 458 



ire iinknown/^ Oar ^ntaationa in (fiflferent; I im known to 
loader of armies* — liit yon most descend into^ tiie gniTe with the * 
reputation of a foe to joor natiTO hnd. Bemember that the ymi '^ 
which oonoealfl jonr true ehanuster eannot be niaed in jean — per- 
hajps neverl" • . ' ' ■ 

^ Birch again lowered his fine, bat there was no yielding of the aool . 
in the movement. 

^^^Yoa will soon be old; the prime of yoor days is already past) 

what have yoa to subsist onT' '-' - '-^^ 

- '^These I" said the pedler, stretching forth his hands, that were 

already embrowned with toiL - : j 

''Bat those may foil you; take enough to seeore a support to- 
yonr age. Remember your risks and cares. I have told you that 
4he characters of men who are much esteemed in life depend on 
your secrecy; ^hat pledge can I give them of your fidelity?" 

''Tell them/' said Birch, advancing, and unconsciously restbg 
one foot on the bag, " tel} them that I would not take the gold I" 

The composed features of the officer relaxed into a smile of beno- 
volenoe, and he grasped the hand of the pedler firmly. 

" Now, indeed, I know you ; and although the same reasons which 
have hitherto compelled me to expose your valuable life will still 
exist, and prevent my openly asserting your character, in private I 
can always be your fiiend; foil not to apply to me when in want or 
suffering, and so long as God giveth to me, so long will I freely 
share with a man who feels so nobly and acts so well. If ndmeas 
or wont should ever assail yon, and peaod once more smile upon our 
efforts, seek the gate of him whom you have so often met as Harper, 
and he will not blush to acknowledge you in his true character." 

"It is little that I need in this life," said Harvey; "so bng as 
Ood gives me health and hon^ industry, I can never want in this 
eountiy ; but to know that your excellency is my firiend, is a bless- 
ing that I prise more than all the gold of England's treasury." 

The officer stood for a few moments in the attitude of intense 
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thought ;' Hp ilien drew to him the dask, and wrote % 6w Baas oi 

a piece of paper, and gave it 16 the pedler. 

i.-'^Thai novidenoe deednea'thie oountij to bobm great and gk^ 

xiooa &te I moat beliefe, whik I witDeai the patriotim that per> 

Tedea the hoeoma of her lowest dtuena,'' he'aaid. ^1% mot be 

dreadfol to a mind like yonn to deaoend into the gnnre, biaaded aa 

a foe to liberty; hat yon already know the Ihea that wonld be aaeii- 

fioed| durald your real ehaneter be revealed. Itiaimpoadbletodo 

yon jnaCioe now, bat 1 fearleady entniat yoa with this eertifieate; ^ 

flhoold we nerer meet again, it may be aerrioeaUe to your children.'' 

M Children I" dDdaimed the pedler, ''can I giva to % fanfly the 
.iofuny of my name V* 
- The officer gaaed at the atrong emotkn he eihibited with pain, 
and he made a alight movement towards the gold; bat it waa aneated 
by the ezpreaeioa of hia companion'a fiMse. Hamy saw the inten> 
tion, and shook hia head, aa he continoed more mildly—* 

''It is, indeed, a treasore that year exoeUency givea ma; it is sad 
too. There are men liring who eoald say thai my life waa nothing 
to me,.compared to yoor secrets. The psper that I told yoa waa 
loat I swallowed when taken last by the Yifginiana. It waa the 
only time I erer deoeiTed yoar excellency, and it shall be the laat; i 

yes, this is, indeed, a treasore to me; perhaps," he continaad, with 
a melancholy smile, " it may be known after my death who waa my 
fiiend; bat if it shoald not, there are none to grieve for me.** 

"Bemember,'' said the officer, with strong emotion, "that in ase 
yoa will always have a secret friend; bat openly I* cannot know 
yoa. 

"I know it, I know it," said Birch; "I knew it when I took tko 
eervice. 'Tis probably the last time that I shall ever aee yoor ex* 
sellency. May Ood poor down his choicest blessings on yoor head r* i 

He pansed, and moved towards the door. The officer followed him 
with eyes that ezprcfflcd deep interest Once more the pedlar tamed, 
and aeemed to g«ae on the pladd, bat ««mmMw««g fcat ar ea of the 
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geoenl with regret and rererenoe, and dieii, bowiiig low, he wil 

drew. ^y^ 

The AHnies of America and France were led bj thdr fllustriooa 
eoDunander agunst the enemy under ComwaUia, and terminated a 
campaign in triumph that had commenced in difficoltiea. Great 
Britain aoon after became diagqated with the war; and the indepen- 
denoe of the Statea wa» acknowledged. 

Aa jeare rolled by, it became a anbject of pride among the diffir- 
ent acton in the war, and their deaoendanti, to boaat of their efbrta 
in the canae which had confeewdly heaped so many bleaaings upon 
their country; but the name of Harrey Birch died away among the 
multitude of agenta, who were thou^t to haTe laboured in aeeret 
ageinat the ri^ta of tlieir countiymen. Hia image, however, waa 
often present to the mind of the poweiful chief^ who abne knew hia 
true character; and aeveral timea did he cause aeeret enquiriea to 
be made into the other'a fiite, one of which only resulted in any sue- 
cess. By this he learned that a pedler of a different name, but 
similar appearance, waa toiling through the new aettlementa that 
were apringing up in ereiy direction, and that he waa atnggling 
with the advance of yMrs and q>parent poverty. Death prevented 
fiirther enquiriea on the part of the ollicer, and a long period passed 
aefore he waa again heard o£ 
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flooM Tilhfe Hampden, that with dauntkM braMt X 

The little tTTutef hit fiaUt withstood ~ I 

Boom mote, bfloffioaiMlllonlMramayxeel; '.- f 
Boom Cromwell, gntltlem of hie ooontrT's Uood. 

b WIS thhiy-thiee jmtB after Hm interfiew whieh we hefe jwli». 
laled that an Amiirican anny waa onee mon anajed agdnat Ika 
troops of England; but the aoene waa tiaaafiBned from the hanks 
of the Hodaon to thoae of the Niagara. 

The body of Waahington had long bin mooldaring in the tonb; . 
bat aa time waa &at obliteratbg the alight impieanooa of poUtkal 
enmity or peraooal enty, his name waa hourly reoeiTing new Ivata^ 
and his worth and integrity eaoh moment beeame mote TiaOde, not 
only to hifl ooontxymen, bat to the worid. He waa already tbe 
aoknowledged hero of an age of reason and tntth; and many ayoong 
hearty amongst thoee who formed the pride of oar any in 1814| ' 

waa glowing with the recollection of the mie great name of Ameriea, 
and inwardly beating with the sangoine expectation of emolatin^ in 
aome degree, its renown. In no one were theee Tirtnooa hopes more i 

Tivid than in the boeom of a yoong offioer who stood on the tabl» 
rock| contemplating the great cataract^ on the evening of the 25th 
of July of that bloody year. The person of thia yooth waa tall and - 
inely moolded, bdicating a just proportion between strength and 
activity; his deep black eyes wero of a searehing and danling bt^t* 
ness. At times, as they gaxed upon the flood of waters that rashed 
tomnltaoosly at his feet, there was a stern and daring look thai 
flashed from them, which denoted the aidoar of an enthiwiaat Bat 
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THE 8PT. tfT 

ilut proud expreasoirwas aaftened Ij die Horn at a numtlii anmnd 
which there played a gapprened aichnoas^ thai partook of fmntpina 
heantj. His hair shone in the letting nn like xingle|^ of gold, m 
the air from the iaUs gently mo?ed the rich eorla from a finehcady 
whose whiteness showed that ezpoanre and heel alone had g^ven 
their darker hoe to a &oe glowing with heiltL There was another 
officer stuiding l}y the side of this &ToaredyoQth; and both eeeinedj 
i^ by the interest they betrayed, to be guioft for the fiist time, al tbi 
wonder of the western world. A profiMind silenoe waa obeened bj 
eich, until the companion of the officer that we hare described end* 
denly started, and p<»nting esgerly with his sword into the abjH 
beneath, ezdaimed*- 

''Seal Wharton, there is a man crossing in the ?eiy eddies of the 
oatuact^ and in a skiff no bigger than an egg-shelL" 

''He has a kn^wack— it is probably a soldier,'' retomed tht 
other. "Let ns meet him at the ladder, Mason, and leam hk 
' tidings." 

Some time was e^wnded in reaching the i^ot where the advan* 
torer was intercepted. Ckmtniy to the expectations of the yoong 
soldiers, he proTcd to be • umi far adTaaced in lile, and eridendy 
no follower of the camp. His years might be scTen^, and thsry 
y were indicated more by the thin hain of silTer that lay scattcied 
over his wrinkled brow, than by any apparent fiilore of his sjstem. 
His frame was meagre and bent; bnt it waa die attitode of habti^ 
tar his sinews were strong with the toil of half a centoiy. Hie 
dress was mean, and maniffisted the economy of its owner, by the 
unmber and nature of its repairs. On his back was a scantily ftnw 
nished pack, diat had led to die mistake in his profeoian. A ftw 
words of salutation, and, on die part of die young men, of suiprise, 
diat one so aged should Tenture so near die whirlpools of the cata- 
net, were exchanged; when the old man enquired, widi a Toioe that 
b^gan to manifest the tremor of age, the news from the contending 
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.468 THE SPY. 

' •' ^ We whipped' the red-oo&ta here the other 'day^ among tke gn« ^i 
on the Chippewa plaiDB/' said the one who waa called Mason; ''amea 
when, we h^Te been playing hide-and-go-seek with the ships: hot 
we axe now marching hack from where we started, shaking our head% | 
and as sorly as the de^iL'' 

' '^Perhaps yon have a son among the soldiexB,'' ssid his eomp^ 
skoi with a milder demeanoor, and an air of kindness; *<if ao^ tdl , 
me his name and regiment^ and I will tske yoa to him." 

The old man shook his head, snd, passing his hand over his aQyer 
kek^ with an air of meek resignationi he answered— ^ . 

' ''No; I sm alone in the world V^ 

^Yoa should have added, Captain Dmiwoodie," cried hia caielesa 
oomrade, ''if you could find either; for nearly half oar amy has 
marched down the road, and may be, by this time, nnder the walla 
of Fort George, for any thing that we know to the oontrsxy." 1 

The old man stopped suddenly, and looked earnestly from one of 
his compsnions to the other; the action being obserred by the sol- 
diers, they paused also. 

"IMd I hear rights the stranger uttered, rsismg hia hand to ; 
aereen his eyes from the rays of the setting sun; "what did he call 

your -f 

« My name is Wharton Dunwoodie,'' replied the youth, smiling. 

- The stnmger motioned olently for him to remote his hat, which 

the youth did accoidingly, and his fiur hair blew asde like curls of 

filVj and opened the whole of hia ingenuous countenance to Um in* I 

spection of the otl^er. 

• "'lis like our natiTe land P' ezdaimed the old man with Teh*- 

mence, " improving with time ; — God has bleaied both." 

"Why do you stare thus. Lieutenant Mason r^cried Captain Du»- 
woodie, Uughing a little ; "you show more astonishment then when 

you nw the Mis" 

"Oh, the Ma!— they are a thing to be looked al on a moonshiBf 
ri^t^ by your aunt Sarah and that yqrdd baehekr, Goknal Sn|^ 
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Ion; but % Maw like mywlf nerer ihowB sorpriBe, wolkm it fluy la 

at noh ft toBoh as this.*' 

The extnuirdiiiaiy Tebemenoa of the Btnnger^s ma^^ 
away as saddenly as it waa exhibited, hot he listened to this speech 
with deep interest, while Donwoodio replied s little gim^elj^* 

<<CoDie, oome, Tom, no jokea abont my good aunt, I b^; she is 
kindness itself; and I have hesfd ii iriiispefed thai her jooth was 
not altogether happy. 

'< Why, as to mmoor,'' said Mason, << there goes one in Aeeo m ae, 
thai Colonel Singleton offois himself to her ragolariy OTeiy Yalen- 
tine's day; and there are some who add, that yonr old g e atann i 
helps his soit" 

; << Annt Jeanette Y' sud Donwoodie, knghing; <'desr good sod, 
she thinks bnt little of marriage in any shape, I believe, sinee the 
' deaih of Dr. Sitgreaves. There were some whispen of a oourtship 
between them formerly, bnt ii ended in nothing bat dyilities, and I 
J SQspect that the whole stoiy arises from the intimaey of Colonel 
Singleton and my father. Yon know they were comrades in the 

I 

horse, m indeed waa yonr own &ther." 

^I know all that, of coarse; bnt yoa most not tell me that the 
vticolar, prim bachelor goes so often to General Donwoodie's plan* 
tation merely for the sake of talking old soldier with yoor fiither. 
The last time I waa there, that yellow, sharp^iosed hoasekeeper of 
yoar mother's took me into the pantry, and said that the colonel was 
^no despisable match, as she called it, and how the ssle of his pUfr* 
tation in Georgia had brooght him — oh. Lord ! I don't know how 
mnoh.'' 

»Qaite likely,'' returned the c^^tain; ^'Eaty Haynes ia no bad 
ealeolator." 

They had stopped daring this contermtion, in onoertainty iriiether 
their new companion waa to be left or not 

The old man listened to each word as it was ottered, with the 
most intense interest; bat, towards the oonelosioQ of the dialogoe^ 
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the eaniest attenticm of bk ocmnieimiioe dianged to a k^ { 

smile. He shook his head, and, passng his hand over Ids feroh^wd^ 
seemed to be thlskiiig of other tames. Mason paid bnt little atten- . I 
tion to the expression of his featuses, and oontiniied — ^ -4 

^To me, she is selfishness embodied P 

''Her selfishness does trat little harm" retomed Bonwoodie. 
'^ One of her greatest diffiooltaes is her aversion to the bladn. She 
saysi Ihat she never saw bat one that she liked." 

''And who was heT' \ 

"His name was Gsesar; he was a hooaewvant of my late grand* 
fiilher Wharton. Yon don't remember him, I believe; he died the i 

same year with his master, while we were children. E^atj yearly 
sings his requiem, and, npon my word, I believe be deserved it I 
have heard something of his helping my English nncle, as we call 
Gknend Wharton, in some diffionlty that ooconed in the old war. 
My mother always speaks of him with great aSeotion. Both Cassr 
and Katy came to Virginia with my mother when she manied. My | 

mother was — " 

" An angel V intenrupted the old man, in a voice that startUd the 
young soldiers by its abraptness and energy. 

"Did yon know her?'' cried the son, with a glow of plessore on 

his cheek. 

The reply of the stranger was inteimpted by sadden and heavy 
explosions of artillery, which were immediately followed by con- 
volleys of smsll-arms, and in a &w minntes the air was filled 
the tnmolt of a warm and well-contested battle. 

The two soldiers hastened with precipitation towards the camp, 
accompanied by their new acquaintance. The excitement and anxiety 
created by the approaching fight prevented a contmoance of the con- 
versatkm, and the three held their way to the^army, making ocoa- 
nonal conjectures on the cause of the fire, and the probability of a 
general engagement. During their short and hurried walk. Captain 
Dunwoodie, however, threw several fiiendly glanoes at the old msBf 
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who raoTed over the groond with astoniahing eneigy finr his yean, 
for the heart<if the youth was wanned by an enlogium on a mother, 
thai he adored. In a short time, they jmned the r^;unent to which, 
the oilicers belonged, when the captain, sqoee&ng the stranger's 
liand| earnestly b^^ged that he would make enquiries after him on 
the following morning, and that he might see him in his own tent 
Here they separated. 

Erery thing in the American camp annoonrid an approaching 
struggle. At a dig^y<^ of a few mileSi the sound of cannon and 
musketry was heard above the roar of the cataract GThe troops 
were soon in motioui snd a movement made to support the diviaon 
of the srmy which was already engaged. Night had set in before 
the reserve and irrpgolars reached the foot of Lund/s Lane, a road 
that diverged &om the river and crossed a conical eminence^ at no 
great distance from the Niagara highway. The summit of this hill 
was crowned with the cannon of the British, and in the flat beneath 
was the remnant of Scott's gallant brigade, which for a long tune 
had held an unequal contest with distinguished bravery. A new line 
was interposed, and one colomn of the Americans directed to charge 
up the hill, parallel to the zoad. This column took the Engli^ in 
flank, and, bayoneting their artillerists, gained possession of the 
cannon. They were immediately joined by their comiades, and the 
enemy was swept fin)m the hilL But large reiufurcements were join* 
ing the English general momentarily, and their troops were too brave 
to rest easy under the defeat Repeated and bloody charges were 

made to recoTer the guns, but in all they were repulsed with shui^* 
ter. During the kst of these straggles, the ardour of the youthful 
captain whom we have mentioned uiged him to lead his men some 
distance in advance, to scatter a daring party of the enemy. He 
sucoeeded, bu( in returning to the line missed his lieutenant fit>m 
the station that he ought to have occupied. Soon after this repulse, 
which was t)ke last, orders were given xo the sbaUered troops to 
return to the camp. The British were nowhere to be seen, and pre- 



pantioDs Mrer^ made to take in such of the ^rounded as eoold be 
mored. At this moment Wliarton Banwoodie, impelled by affection 
for his friend^ seized a lighted fnsee^ and taking two of his men, 
went himself in quest of his bod j, where he was supposed to hsTO ) 

fidlen. Mason was found on the side of the hill, seated with great 
composure, but unable to walk from a fractured leg. Donwoodie 
saw and flew to the side of his comrade, exclaiming— :--. 

^<Ah 1 dear Tom, I knew I should find jou the nearest man to 
the enemy. 

^ Softly, sofUy ; handle me tenderly/' replied the lieutenant; '' no^ ; 

there is a brave fellow still nearer than myself, and who he can be I 
know not He rushed out of our smoke, near my platoon, to make 
a prisoner or some sach thing, but, poor fellow, he neyer came back; 
there he lies just over the hillock. I have spoken to him serend 
times, but I &noy he is past answering.'' 

Dunwoodie went to the spot, and to his astonishment beheld die 
aged stranger. 

<< It is the old man who knew my mother !" cried the youth ; ^ for 
her sake he shall hare honoorable burial; lift him, and let him be 
earned in: his bones shall rest on nati'Te suiL'' 

The men approached to obey. He was lying on his back, with 
his &oe exposed to the glaring light of the fbsee; his ^es were 
closed, as if in slumber; his lips, sunken with years, were slightly 
moved from their natnral position, but it seemed more like a smile 
^•^n a convulsion which had caused the change. A soldier's musket 
lay near him; his hands were pressed upon his breast, and one of 
them contained a substance that glittered like mlver. Dunwoodie 
stooped, and removing the limbs, perceived the place where the 
bullet had found a passage to his heart The subject of his last care 
was a tin box, through which the fatal lead had gone; and the dying 
moments of the old man must have passed in drawing it from his i 

bosom. Donwoodie opened it, and found a paper, in which, to his j 

astonishment^ he read the following: — 1 



^ 1 



I .. 



THE 8PT. ' 4M 

^CSroomstinoas of politicil importanoei which inTolTe the Ktm 
and fiartniiet of man ji haY« hitherto kept aecnt what this paper now 
rereala. HarfvyBixchhasforjeanbeeaafiuthfblaadimreqiiited 
■erraat of hit ooontiy* Though man does not^ may God reward 
him liar hia condnetr' 

^OlO. WABHZZraTON/' 

It waa the SFT ov thb hzutbal QBOinn>| who died as he had 
Kred, deroted to his ooontiyi and % martyr to her liberties. 



.^!^^ 









< . • 



* * . < ■ f 



» # • * « 



• r 






;.; r -1 .■ > -f,' 






• X 



..*<' 



* . « 



• i 






1 



1 



r\ 'f 



f v.; .; '*• '^ . .* , 



•"J 



.. i;r •,- r 









/ 



-^ 



2Z2 u5l 



3 2044 018 651 



TO TmUMUMV ON 
LAST OATl trAMMD 



ii 




